
AM 49 0335

                                                 ADOPTED

Representative Efstration of the 104th et al. offer the following amendment:

Amend the Senate substitute to HB 1396 (LC 56 0608) and all applicable amendments1

thereto by replacing line 1 through the end with the following:2

To amend Titles 20, 38, and 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to3

education, military, emergency services, and veterans affairs, and state government,4

respectively, so as to require all schools that receive state funding with students in any of5

grades three through five to provide instruction in cursive handwriting to all students by no6

later than third grade; to provide for content standards for digital literacy instruction; to7

require students in kindergarten through twelfth grade to receive grade level appropriate8

instruction in digital literacy; to require the Department of Education to develop and publish9

model programs; to publish an annual report assessing the reach and impact of online safety10

education efforts; to provide for minimum content standards for financial literacy instruction;11

to require such content standards to address the risks of gambling; to allow for students12

grades 9 through 12 to complete the high school graduation financial literacy course13

requirement; to require students in kindergarten through eighth grade to receive grade level14

appropriate instruction in financial literacy; to prohibit public schools from partnering with15

or accepting donations or utilizing material from individuals or entities who operate any16

gambling enterprise, activity, or event; to authorize the Department of Education to provide17

technical support, guidance, and optional instructional resources subject to certain conditions; 18

 to provide for home study students and private school students to enroll in college and career19

academies located in certain RESA service areas and adjacent local school systems; to revise20

what courses are available to such students; to revise provisions for public school panic alert21

systems; to require local school systems to provide certain personnel with wearable panic22

alert devices; to provide for the capabilities of such devices; to provide for training; to23
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provide for accuracy verification of school mapping data; to remove the requirement of24

having a licensed physician in automated external defibrillator programs; to provide25

instruction and procedures related to bleeding control kits; to require local boards of26

education and other public school governing bodies to establish and provide for security27

measures to detect weapons and to aid in the prevention of individuals attempting to28

unlawfully possess or carry weapons in certain school buildings; to provide for exceptions;29

to authorize the use of funding; to establish the Georgia Charter School Facilities Authority30

for the purpose of enabling charter schools to obtain revolving loan funds and other public31

financing assistance for purposes of constructing, renovating, and rehabilitating educational32

facilities for such schools; to provide for definitions; to provide for the composition, duties,33

and powers of such authority; to assign such authority to the Georgia State Financing and34

Investment Commission for administrative purposes; to amend Article 2 of Chapter 17 of35

Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, the "Georgia State Financing and36

Investment Commission Act," so as to provide for responsibilities of the Georgia State37

Financing and Investment Commission; to provide for definitions; to provide for related38

matters; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.39

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:40

SECTION 1.41

Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education, is amended in Part42

2 of Article 6 of Chapter 2, relating to competencies and core curriculum, by adding a new43

Code section to read as follows:44

"20-2-140.2.45

All schools with students in any of grades three through five which receive in any manner46

funds from the state shall provide instruction in cursive handwriting to students by no later47
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than third grade.  Such instruction may be provided within the framework of existing48

coursework offered by the school."49

SECTION 2.50

Said title is further amended in said part by revising Code Section 20-2-149, relating to51

programs for educating students regarding online internet safety, as follows:52

"20-2-149.53

(a)  The State Board of Education shall adopt grade level appropriate content standards for54

instruction in digital literacy to support digital citizenship competencies through critical55

thinking, responsible technology use, and independent learning across academic subjects56

for students in kindergarten through grade 12.  Such content standards shall address, at a57

minimum:58

(1)  Online safety and digital citizenship;59

(2)  Responsible and effective internet use;60

(3)  Evaluation of digital information and sources, including, but not limited to,61

information using or generated by artificial intelligence;62

(4)  Digital communication and collaboration;63

(5)  Foundational computer and device skills;64

(6)  Productivity and organizational tools; and65

(7)  Basic data and information management skills.66

(b)  Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year and each school year thereafter, each local67

board of education and other public school governing body shall provide grade level68

appropriate instruction in digital literacy to students in kindergarten through grade 12. 69

Such instruction shall be based on the content standards prescribed pursuant to70

subsection (a) of this Code section and may utilize the model programs developed by the71

Department of Education pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code section.  Such instruction72
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may be provided within the framework of existing coursework offered by a local school73

system.74

(a)(c)(1)  The Department of Education shall develop model programs for educating75

students regarding digital literacy and online safety while using the internet, taking into76

consideration educational materials on this topic developed by other states as well as any77

other materials suggested by education experts, child psychologists, and technology78

companies that promote child digital literacy and online safety issues.79

(2)  The model programs provided for in this subsection shall include one or more model80

programs for students in grades six through kindergarten through grade 12 which:81

(A)  Shall include instruction regarding:82

(i)  The social, emotional, and physical effects of social media on users;83

(ii)  The effects of social media on the mental health of users, particularly teenagers;84

(iii)  The distribution of disinformation and misinformation on social media;85

(iv)  How social media influences thoughts and behaviors;86

(v)  The permanency and risks of sharing materials online;87

(vi)  The dangers of viewing material harmful to minors;88

(vii)  Age verification procedures on websites and social media;89

(viii)  Responsible and discerning use of artificial intelligence and generative artificial90

intelligence;91

(ix)  How to maintain personal security and identify cyberbullying, predatory92

behavior, and human trafficking on the internet and social media; and93

(vii)(x)  How to report suspicious behavior encountered on the internet and social94

media to appropriate persons and authorities; and95

(xi)  How to be a competent and discerning digital citizen; and96

(B)  May include information regarding the benefits of social media use, such as97

supporting career readiness for future academic or employment opportunities, sharing98
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information with familiar family and friends, and safely connecting with other users99

with similar interests.100

(3)  The Department of Education shall periodically update the model programs provided101

for in this subsection to reflect changes in internet and social media use, emergent102

technologies, social and psychological research, and information concerning new threats103

to teenagers and young adults using social media platforms and other online104

communication technologies.105

(4)  The Department of Education shall publish on its website information relating to the106

digital literacy content standards and digital literacy and online safety model programs107

provided for in this Code section, including recommended curricula and instructional108

materials as updated periodically as provided in this subsection Code section.  The109

Department of Education shall provide technical assistance in addition to such model110

programs and recommended curricula and instructional materials to aid any local board111

of education that may elect to incorporate incorporates one or more components of112

internet and social media digital literacy and online safety into its instructional program.113

(d)  By December 1 each year, the Department of Education shall prepare a report114

assessing the reach and impact of online safety education efforts provided for in this Code115

section.  Such report shall be submitted to the chairpersons of the House Committee on116

Education and the Senate Education and Youth Committee.117

(b)(e)  Each local board of education may incorporate into its instructional program a118

component on online internet safety, including social media safety, to be taught on a119

schedule as determined by the local board of education."120

SECTION 3.121

Said title is further amended in said part by revising Code Section 20-2-149.4, relating to122

financial literacy instruction and curriculum, as follows:123
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"20-2-149.4.124

(a)  The State Board of Education shall adopt grade level appropriate content standards for125

a minimum course of instruction in financial literacy to be completed by students in126

eleventh or twelfth grade.  Such content standards shall address, at a minimum:127

(1)  For grades nine through 12:128

(A) Personal budgeting and money management;129

(B)  Banking, credit, and debt;130

(C)  Saving and investing principles;131

(D)  Risk assessment and long-term financial planning;132

(E)  Digital finance, fraud prevention, and consumer protection; and133

(F)  Risks associated with gambling, including:134

(i)  Probability, odds, and the concept of house advantage;135

(ii)  The distinction between investing and gambling;136

(iii)  Psychological and behavioral risks, including addiction and loss-chasing;137

(iv)  Financial consequences such as debt, credit damage, and family impact;138

(v)  Evaluation of gambling advertising, endorsements, and risk-free claims; and139

(vi)  Overview of this state's gambling laws and consumer protections;140

(2)  For grades six through eight:141

(A)  Budgeting;142

(B)  Digital money use; and143

(C)  Introductory gambling risk awareness; and144

(3)  For kindergarten through grade five:145

(A)  Saving and spending; and146

(B)  Probability and games of chance versus effort.147

(b)  Beginning in the 2024-2025 2026-2027 school year, each local board of education and148

other public school governing body shall require all students, as a condition of graduation,149

during their eleventh or twelfth grade years to complete at least a half-credit course in150
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financial literacy which implements the minimum course of instruction based on the151

content standards prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section.  Such course152

of instruction shall be completed by students in ninth, tenth, eleventh, or twelfth grade. 153

Such course of instruction may be provided within the framework of existing coursework154

offered by a local school system, provided that such instruction includes in-depth treatment155

of real-world financial scenarios and gambling risk analysis.  Such course of instruction156

shall be eligible to count toward a mathematics, social studies, or elective unit of credit157

requirement for graduation.158

(c)  Beginning in the 2027-2028 school year, each local board of education and other public159

school governing body shall provide grade level appropriate instruction in financial literacy160

to students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  Such instruction shall be based on the161

content standards prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section.  Such162

instruction may be provided within the framework of existing coursework offered by a163

local school system.164

(d)  No local board of education or other public school governing body, local school165

system, or public school shall:166

(1)  Partner with any individual or entity who operates any sort of gambling enterprise,167

activity, or event;168

(2)  Accept any funding, materials, sponsorships, or other donation from any individual169

or entity who operates any sort of gambling enterprise, activity, or event; or170

(3)  Use as part of any instruction promotional materials developed or made available by171

any individual or entity who operates any sort of gambling enterprise, activity, or event.172

(e)  The Department of Education shall be authorized to develop and provide technical173

assistance, guidance, and optional instructional resources to local school systems and174

public schools and professional development resources for educators, provided that no such175

resources or materials are developed or made available by any individual or entity who176

operates any sort of gambling enterprise, activity, or event."177
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SECTION 4.178

Said title is further amended in Part 14 of Article 6 of Chapter 2, relating to other education179

programs under the "Quality Basic Education Act," by revising Code Section 20-2-319.5,180

relating to enrolling home study and private school students in college and career courses,181

as follows:182

"20-2-319.5.183

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term:184

(1)  'College and career academy' has the same meaning as set forth in Code Section185

20-4-37.186

(2)  'Course' means a course an eligible CTAE course, as such term is set forth in Code187

Section 20-2-161.3, offered by a college and career academy to public school students188

enrolled in such college and career academy.189

(3)  'Home study student' means a student in a home study program which meets the190

requirements of subsection (c) of Code Section 20-2-690.191

(4)  'Private school student' means a student in a private school which meets the192

requirements of subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-690.193

(5)  'Resident school system' means the local school system in which a home study194

student or a private school student would be enrolled by virtue of his or her residence.195

(b)  Local school systems are authorized to enroll home study students and private school196

students in one or more courses at a college and career academy which is geographically197

located within the student's resident school system, the same regional educational service198

agency (RESA) service area as the student's residence, or a local school system that is199

adjacent to the student's resident school system irrespective of whether such adjacent local200

school system is in the same RESA service area as the student's residence, so long as space201

is available in such course or courses.202

(c)  The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the203

provisions of this Code section, which may include, but not limited to:204
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(1)  Forms for use by local school systems to enroll a home study student or a private205

school student;206

(2)  Timelines for enrolling and withdrawing from a course;207

(3)  Procedures for reporting academic progress and grades to the student's parent or208

guardian and the student's home study program or private school;209

(4)  Procedures for handling disciplinary issues that arise relating to home study students210

and private school students while attending the courses;211

(5)  Procedures for reporting disciplinary issues to the student's parent or guardian; and212

(6)  Any other procedures or requirements deemed necessary by the state board.213

(d)  Home study students and private school students enrolled in courses in college and214

career academies pursuant to this Code section shall meet all of the same requirements for215

enrollment and participation in a course; shall be subject to all rules, including the school's216

code of conduct; and shall be subject to any fees for a course which are applicable to the217

public school students enrolled in the college and career academy.218

(e)  Home study students and private school students shall be responsible for transportation219

to and from the college and career academy.220

(f)  A local board of education shall earn FTE funds for each home study student and221

private school student enrolled in one or more courses pursuant to this Code section at a222

college and career academy that has a charter with such local board of education.  Such223

funds shall be earned in accordance with Code Section 20-2-160 for any one-sixth segment224

of the day or its block scheduling equivalent that each such student attends in a manner225

similar to nonresident students, or in accordance with State Board of Education guidelines226

established for such purpose.  A local board of education shall not charge home study227

students or private school students tuition to enroll in a course pursuant to this Code228

section."229
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SECTION 5.230

Said title is further amended in Article 11 of Chapter 2, relating to public school property and231

facilities, by revising Code Section 20-2-591, relating to mobile panic alert system, as232

follows:233

"20-2-591.234

(a)  Not later than July 1, 2026, each public school shall implement a mobile wearable235

panic alert system capable of:236

(1)  Connecting disparate emergency services technologies to ensure real-time237

coordination between multiple local and state law enforcement and first responder238

agencies.  Such system shall be known as 'Alyssa's Alert' and shall integrate with the239

technology used in each local public safety answering point, including, but not limited240

to, Next Generation 9-1-1, as such term is defined in Code Section 38-3-181, to transmit241

9-1-1 calls and mobile activations; and242

(2)  Integrating with the school mapping data required in Code Section 38-3-154; and243

(3)  Initiating emergency notifications through each school campus. Such notifications244

shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:245

(A)  Automated visual strobes with colors that are mapped to emergency protocols;246

(B)  An automated, direct connection to each school campus intercom or public247

announcement infrastructure that is mapped to emergency protocols; and248

(C)  An automated computer display takeover message that is mapped to emergency249

protocols.250

(b)  In addition to the requirements of subsection (a) of this Code section, each local school251

system may implement additional strategies or systems to ensure real-time coordination252

between multiple first responder agencies in the event of a school security emergency.253

(c)(1)  Each local school system shall provide each school administrator, teacher, and254

other school personnel with a wearable panic alert device. Each wearable panic alert255

device shall be capable of transmitting communications throughout each school campus256
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independently of any Wi-Fi or cellular connectivity to enable contact with local and state257

law enforcement and first responder agencies.258

(2)  Upon the activation of an alert through the wearable panic alert system, each259

wearable panic alert device shall provide accurate location information at the room and260

floor level inside facilities located on each school campus and to specific areas of the261

grounds of each school campus.262

(d)  Each local school system shall, prior to the start of each school year, ensure all school263

administrators, teachers, and other school personnel receive training on emergency264

protocols, the wearable panic alert system, and appropriate use of wearable panic alert265

devices.266

(c)(e)  No local school system shall be required to procure or implement new or additional267

capabilities if, as of July 1, 2026, such local school system has a functioning mobile panic268

alert system in place with capabilities that meet the requirements of subsection (a) of this269

Code section."270

SECTION 6.271

Said title is further amended in Part 3 of Article 16 of Chapter 2, relating to health, by272

revising Code Section 20-2-775, relating to automated external defibrillators required in high273

schools, requirements, and funding, as follows:274

"20-2-775.275

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term:276

(1)  'Automated external defibrillator' means a defibrillator which:277

(A)  Is capable of cardiac rhythm analysis;278

(B)  Will charge and be capable of being activated to deliver a countershock after279

electrically detecting the presence of certain cardiac dysrhythmias; and280

(C)  Is capable of continuously recording cardiac dysrhythmia at the scene with a281

mechanism for transfer and storage or for printing for review subsequent to use.282
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(2)  'Bleeding control kit' means a kit used to stop or slow bleeding in emergencies that283

is approved by the American College of Surgeons and may be obtained through the284

Georgia Trauma Commission Bleeding Control Kit Program.285

(2)(3)  'Emergency action plan' means the plan established pursuant to paragraph (5) (7)286

of subsection (c) of this Code section to provide for an emergency response to a any287

person in cardiac arrest or experiencing severe bleeding.288

(3)(4)  'Internal response team' means the team of school personnel established pursuant289

to paragraph (7) (9) of subsection (c) of this Code section responsible for oversight of an290

emergency response to a any person in cardiac arrest or experiencing severe bleeding and291

implementation of the emergency action plan.292

(4)(5)  'School' means a public school in this state which provides K-12 education.293

(b)  No later than July 1, 2025, each school in this state shall have at least one functional294

automated external defibrillator on site at such school at all times and easily accessible295

during all school hours and during any school related function, including athletic practices,296

athletic competitions, and other occasions where students and others will be present, for297

use during emergencies.298

(c)  Each school shall:299

(1)  Ensure that each member of the internal response team and any other expected users300

of the automated external defibrillator receive American Heart Association or American301

Red Cross training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external defibrillator302

use or complete an equivalent nationally recognized course;303

(2)  Ensure that each member of the internal response team and any other expected users304

of the bleeding control kit utilize an instructional or training program established by the305

American College of Surgeons for stopping bleeding and the use of a bleeding control kit;306

(2)(3)  Notify the appropriate emergency medical services system of the existence and307

location of each automated external defibrillator prior to said such automated external308

defibrillator being placed in use;309
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(4)  Notify the appropriate emergency medical services system of the existence and310

location of each bleeding control kit prior to such bleeding control kit being placed in311

use;312

(3)(5)  Ensure that the automated external defibrillator is maintained and tested according313

to the manufacturer's operational guidelines;314

(4)  Ensure that there is involvement of a licensed physician or other person authorized315

by the Georgia Composite Medical Board in the site's automated external defibrillator316

program to ensure compliance with requirements for training, notification, and317

maintenance;318

(6)  Ensure that the bleeding control kit is maintained and replenished after use;319

(5)(7)  Establish a written emergency action plan that adheres to nationally recognized320

standards and that establishes specific steps to take during a cardiac emergency321

emergencies in a school setting which involve either cardiac arrest or severe bleeding.322

Such plan shall be designed to:323

(A)  Provide provide for an effective system for communication between members of324

the internal response team and other school officials, ensuring that the internal response325

team or other designated personnel activate the emergency medical services system as326

soon as reasonably possible after any person renders emergency care or treatment to a327

person in cardiac arrest by using an automated external defibrillator and report any328

clinical use of the automated external defibrillator to the licensed physician or other329

person authorized by the Georgia Composite Medical Board who is supervising the330

program, and ensuring that emergency medical services personnel are led directly to the331

exact location of the person in cardiac arrest; and332

(B)  Provide for an effective system for communication between members of the333

internal response team and other school officials, ensuring that the internal response334

team or other designated personnel activate the emergency medical services system as335

soon as reasonably possible after any person renders emergency care or treatment to a336
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person experiencing severe bleeding by using a bleeding control kit and ensuring that337

emergency medical services personnel are led directly to the exact location of the338

person experiencing severe bleeding;339

(6)(8)  Beginning in the 2025-2026 2026-2027 school year and each school year340

thereafter, conduct a minimum of two emergency action plan practice drills per school341

year, with at least one per semester.  One such practice drill may be a tabletop drill to342

walk through a hypothetical scenario and the courses of action a school will need to take343

before, during, and after a any cardiac emergency or severe bleeding emergency.  The344

emergency action plan practice drills shall include various locations on school grounds345

and responses to different hypothetical situations;346

(7)(9)  Establish a designated internal response team composed of:347

(A)  At least five school staff members;348

(B)  One or more designated team leads trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and349

automated external defibrillator use, and bleeding control kit use, and who shall be350

responsible for oversight of an emergency response;351

(C)  One or more designated cardiopulmonary resuscitation and bleeding control kit352

leads trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and automated external defibrillator use,353

and bleeding control kit use;354

(D)  One or more designated automated external defibrillator and bleeding control kit355

leads who shall be responsible for knowing the location of automated external356

defibrillators, retrieving automated external defibrillators, and maintenance of357

automated external defibrillators and who shall also be responsible for knowing the358

location of bleeding control kits, retrieving bleeding control kits, and maintenance of359

bleeding control kits; and360

(E)  One or more designated communication leads responsible for activating the361

emergency medical services system, facilitating directions to the any person in cardiac362

arrest or experiencing severe bleeding for emergency medical services personnel upon363
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arrival at the school, and coordinating communications with the designated team lead364

or leads; and365

(8)(10)  Apprise all school personnel of the location of automated external defibrillators366

and bleeding control kits and the identities of the members of the internal response team.367

(d)  Subject to appropriations by the General Assembly, the Department of Education shall368

provide funds to local school systems to assist in the purchase of automated external369

defibrillators pursuant to this Code section.370

(e)  The department and local school systems shall consult as necessary with the Georgia371

Trauma Commission Bleeding Control Kit Program and Regional Trauma Advisory372

Committee coordinators to obtain bleeding control kits and to provide training on bleeding373

control kit use to meet the requirements of this Code section.374

(e)(f)  The department and local school systems shall use diligent efforts to identify private375

sources of funding or donation of funding and equipment for cardiopulmonary376

resuscitation, automated external defibrillator use, and bleeding control kit use to meet the377

requirements of this Code section."378

SECTION 7.379

Said title is further amended in Article 27 of Chapter 2, relating to loitering at or disrupting380

schools, is amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:381

"20-2-1187.382

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term 'weapon' shall have the same meaning as set383

forth in Code Section 16-11-127.1.384

(b)(1)  Each local board of education and other public school governing body shall385

implement a weapon detection system and shall adopt policies, rules, regulations, and386

procedures as necessary to establish and provide for security measures to:387

(A)  Detect, through electronic, analytical, visual, olfactory, or other means, the388

presence of weapons; and389
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(B)  Aid in the prevention of any individual attempting to unlawfully possess or carry390

a weapon in any permanent building that is owned by or leased to a local board of391

education or other public school governing body where students are present in392

accordance with routine school operations and procedures.393

(2)  Such system, policies, rules, regulations, and procedures shall, at a minimum, require394

that such security measures are utilized at all main points of entry to such permanent395

buildings, as provided in school safety plans required under Code Section 20-2-1185;396

provided, however, that such security measures shall not be required for any point of397

entry to or exit from such permanent buildings that routinely remains locked, is equipped398

with an alarm that sounds when the point of entry or exit is accessed, and is not intended399

for student use or is intended for student use only on an emergency basis.400

(c)  Each local board of education and other public school governing body shall be401

authorized to use available grants and other funding to meet the requirements of this Code402

section."403

SECTION 8.404

Said title is further amended in Article 31B of Chapter 2, relating to charter school capital405

finance, by designating Code Sections 20-2-2095 through 20-2-2095.5 as Part 1, by replacing406

the term "article" with the term "part" wherever the former term appears in any of such Code407

sections, and by adding a new part to read as follows:408

"Part 2409

20-2-2095.20.410

As used in this part, the term:411

(1)  'Authority' means the Georgia Charter School Facilities Authority created in this part.412

- 16 -



AM 49 0335

(2)  'Charter school' shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section413

20-2-2095.1.414

(3)  'Cost of project' or 'cost of any project' means:415

(A)  All costs of acquisition, by purchase or otherwise, construction, assembly,416

installation, modification, renovation, extension, or rehabilitation incurred in417

connection with any project or any part of any project;418

(B)  All costs of real property, fixtures, or personal property used in or in connection419

with or necessary for any project or for any facilities related thereto, including, but not420

limited to, the costs of all land, interests in land, estates for years, easements, rights,421

improvements, water rights, and connections for utility services; the costs of fees,422

franchises, permits, approvals, licenses, and certificates; the costs of securing any such423

franchises, permits, approvals, licenses, or certificates; the costs of preparation of any424

application therefor; and the costs of all fixtures, machinery, equipment, furniture, and425

other property used in or in connection with or necessary for any project;426

(C)  All financing charges and loan or loan guarantee fees and all interest on notes of427

the authority which accrue or are paid prior to and during the period of construction of428

a project and during such additional period as the authority may reasonably determine429

to be necessary to place such project in operation;430

(D)  All costs of engineering, surveying, planning, environmental assessments, financial431

analyses, and architectural, legal, and accounting services and all expenses incurred by432

engineers, surveyors, planners, environmental scientists, fiscal analysts, architects,433

attorneys, accountants, and any other necessary technical personnel in connection with434

any project;435

(E)  All expenses for inspection of any project;436

(F)  All fees and all other costs and expenses incurred relative to the issuance of any437

notes for any project;438

(G)  All fees of any type charged by the authority in connection with any project;439
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(H)  All expenses of or incidental to determining the feasibility or practicability of any440

project;441

(I)  All costs of plans and specifications for any project;442

(J)  All costs of title insurance and examinations of title with respect to any project;443

(K)  Repayment of any loans for the advance payment of any part of any of the444

foregoing costs, including interest thereon and any other expenses of such loans;445

(L)  Administrative expenses of the authority, including, but not limited to, personnel446

and operational costs, and such other expenses as may be necessary or incidental to any447

project or the financing thereof or the placing of any project in operation; and448

(M)  The establishment of a fund or funds as the authority may approve with respect to449

the financing and operation of any project and as may be authorized by any instrument450

or agreement pursuant to the provisions of which the issuance of any notes of the451

authority may be authorized.452

Any cost, obligation, or expense incurred for any of the purposes specified in this453

paragraph shall be a part of the cost of the project and may be paid or reimbursed as such454

out of the proceeds of notes issued by the authority.455

(4)  'Educational facilities' shall include buildings, fixtures, and equipment necessary for456

the effective and efficient operation of charter schools, which, without limiting the457

generality of the foregoing, shall include: classrooms; libraries; rooms and space for458

physical education; space for fine arts; restrooms; specialized laboratories; cafeterias;459

media centers; building equipment; building fixtures; furnishings; career, technical, and460

agricultural education labs and facilities to support industry credentialing; related exterior461

facilities; landscaping and paving; and similar items which the State Board of Education462

may determine necessary.  The following facilities are specifically excluded: swimming463

pools, tracks, stadiums, and other facilities or portions of facilities used primarily for464

athletic competition.465
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(5)  'Project' means the acquisition, construction, installation, modification, renovation,466

repair, extension, renewal, replacement, or rehabilitation of land, interest in land,467

buildings, structures, facilities, or other improvements and the acquisition, installation,468

modification, renovation, repair, extension, renewal, replacement, rehabilitation, or469

furnishing of fixtures, machinery, equipment, furniture, or other property of any nature470

whatsoever used on, in, or in connection with any such land, interest in land, building,471

structure, facility, or other improvement, all for the essential public purpose of providing472

educational facilities.473

(6)  'Qualified charter school organization' shall have the same meaning as set forth in474

Code Section 20-2-2095.1.475

(7)  'Renovation' or 'modernization' or both refers to construction projects which consist476

of the installation or replacement of major building components including lighting,477

heating, air-conditioning, plumbing, roofing, electrical, electronic, or flooring systems;478

millwork; cabinet work and fixed equipment; energy retrofit packages; or room-size479

modifications within an existing facility, but excluding routine maintenance and repair480

items or operations.481

20-2-2095.21.482

(a)  There is created a body corporate and politic to be known as the Georgia Charter483

School Facilities Authority which shall be deemed an instrumentality of the state and a484

public corporation; and by that name, style, and title such body may contract and be485

contracted with and bring and defend actions in all courts of this state.  The authority shall486

consist of 15 members: the State School Superintendent, ex officio; the chairperson of the487

State Board of Education, ex officio; the state property officer, ex officio; the state auditor,488

ex officio; the executive director of the State Charter Schools Commission, ex officio; the489

director of the Office of Charter School Compliance, ex officio; three members to be490

appointed by the Governor; three members to be appointed by the President of the Senate;491
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and three members to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  The492

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives493

shall each appoint one member to serve until July 1, 2028, and two members to serve until494

July 1, 2030.  Upon the expiration of each such initial terms, the terms of all succeeding495

members shall be for four years.496

(b)  A majority of the members of the authority shall constitute a quorum.  No vacancy on497

the authority shall impair the right of a majority of the appointed members from exercising498

all rights and performing all duties of the authority.499

(c)  The members of the authority shall be accountable in all respects as trustees.  The500

authority shall keep suitable books and records of all actions and transactions and shall501

submit such books together with a statement of the authority's financial position to an502

independent auditing firm selected by the authority on or about the close of the state's fiscal503

year for the purpose of obtaining a certified audit of the authority's finances.504

(d)  The authority shall make rules and regulations for its own government.  The authority505

shall have perpetual existence.  Any change in the name or composition of the authority506

shall in no way affect the vested rights of any person under this part or impair the507

obligations of any contracts existing under this part.508

(e)  The Attorney General shall provide legal services for the authority and in connection509

therewith Code Sections 45-15-13 through 45-15-16 shall be fully applicable.510

(f)  The members of the commission shall not be compensated for their services on the511

commission but may be reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses in the same manner512

as provided for in Code Section 45-7-21.513

(g)  Until such time as proceeds generated from the issuance of notes are adequate to cover514

the personnel and operational costs of the authority, the authority may withhold up to 5515

percent of the authority's total appropriation to cover personnel and operational costs.516

(h)  The authority is assigned to the Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission517

for administrative purposes, which shall include providing .the authority with facilities,518
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office space, telephones, furniture, office equipment, supplies, and such personnel as may519

be considered necessary to the proper functioning of the authority.520

20-2-2095.22.521

(a)  The corporate purpose and the general nature of the business of the authority shall be522

assistance in constructing, extending, rehabilitating, repairing, replacing, and renewing523

educational facilities necessary for educational purposes or necessary or incidental to such524

purposes by providing loans and other forms of financial and technical assistance to525

qualified charter school organizations to finance any project or pay the cost of any project.526

(b)  The authority shall have power:527

(1)  To have a seal and alter the same at its pleasure;528

(2)  To adopt bylaws governing the conduct of business by the authority, the election and529

duties of officers of the authority, and other matters which the authority determines to530

deal with in its bylaws;531

(3)  To designate three or more of its number to constitute an executive committee who,532

to the extent provided in such resolution or in the bylaws of the authority, shall have and533

may exercise the powers of the authority in the management of the affairs and property534

of the authority and the exercise of its powers;535

(4)  To make and execute contracts, lease agreements, and all other instruments necessary536

or convenient to exercise the powers of the authority or to further the public purpose for537

which the authority is created, such contracts, leases, or instruments to include contracts538

for construction, operation, management, or maintenance of projects and facilities owned539

by a charter school organization, a local government, the authority, or by the state or any540

state authority; and any and all local governments, departments, institutions, authorities,541

or agencies of the state are authorized to enter into contracts, leases, agreements, or other542

instruments with the authority upon such terms and to transfer real and personal property543
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to the authority for such consideration and for such purposes as the authority deems544

advisable;545

(5)  To acquire by purchase, lease, or otherwise and to hold, lease, and dispose of real or546

personal property of every kind and character, or any interest therein, in furtherance of547

the public purpose of the authority;548

(6)  To make loans to qualified charter school organizations to finance projects and to pay549

the cost of any project by qualified charter school organizations and to adopt rules,550

regulations, and procedures for making such loans, including to fund a revolving loan551

fund;552

(7)  To make loans to any qualified charter school organization for the cost or expense553

of any project or any part of the cost or expense of any project, which loans may be554

evidenced or secured by trust indentures, loan agreements, notes, mortgages, deeds to555

secure debt, trust deeds, security agreements, or assignments, on such terms and556

conditions as the authority shall determine to be reasonable in connection with such557

loans, including provision for the establishment and maintenance of reserve funds; and,558

in the exercise of powers granted by this part in connection with any project, the authority559

shall have the right and power to require the inclusion in any such trust indentures, loan560

agreement, note, mortgage, deed to secure debt, trust deed, security agreement,561

assignment, or other instrument such provisions or requirements for guaranty of any562

obligations, insurance, construction, use, operation, maintenance, and financing of a563

project and such other terms and conditions as the authority may deem necessary or564

desirable;565

(8)  To finance projects by loan, loan guarantee, lease, or otherwise, and to pay the cost566

of any project from any funds of the authority or from any contributions or loans by567

persons, corporations, partnerships, whether limited or general, or other entities, all of568

which the authority is authorized to receive, accept, and use;569
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(9)  To collect fees and charges in connection with its loans, loan guarantees,570

commitments, management services, and servicing including, but not limited to,571

reimbursements of costs of financing, as the authority shall determine to be reasonable572

and as shall be approved by the authority;573

(10)  To lease to qualified charter school organizations any authority owned facilities or574

property or any state owned facilities or property which the authority is managing under575

contract with the state;576

(11)  To acquire or contract to acquire from any person, firm, corporation, local577

government, federal or state agency, or corporation by grant, purchase, or otherwise,578

leaseholds, real or personal property, or any interest therein; and to sell, assign, exchange,579

transfer, convey, lease, mortgage, or otherwise dispose of or encumber the same; and580

qualified charter school organization is authorized to grant, sell, or otherwise alienate581

leaseholds, real and personal property, or any interest therein to the authority;582

(12)  To apply for and to accept any gifts or grants or loan guarantees or loans of funds583

or property or financial or other aid in any form from the federal government or any584

agency or instrumentality thereof, or from the state or any agency or instrumentality585

thereof, or from any other source for any or all of the purposes specified in this part and586

to comply, subject to the provisions of this part, with the terms and conditions thereof;587

(13)  To contract with state agencies or any qualified charter school organization for the588

use by the authority of any property or facilities or services of the state or any such state589

qualified charter school organization or for the use by any state agency or qualified590

charter school organization of any facilities or services of the authority and such state591

agencies and qualified charter school organizations are authorized to enter into such592

contracts;593

(14)  As security for repayment of any obligations of the authority, to pledge, lease,594

mortgage, convey, assign, hypothecate, or otherwise encumber any property of the595

authority including, but not limited to, real property, fixtures, personal property, and other596
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funds and to execute any lease, trust indenture, trust agreement, agreement for the sale597

of the authority's obligations, loan agreement, mortgage, deed to secure debt, trust deed,598

security agreement, assignment, or other agreement or instrument as may be necessary599

or desirable, in the judgment of the authority, to secure any such obligations, which600

instruments or agreements may provide for foreclosure or forced sale of any property of601

the authority upon default in any obligation of the authority, either in payment of602

principal, premium, if any, or interest or in the performance of any term or condition603

contained in any such agreement or instrument;604

(15)  To use income earned on any investment for such corporate purposes of the605

authority as the authority in its discretion shall determine;606

(16)  To incorporate one or more nonprofit corporations as subsidiary corporations of the607

authority for the purpose of carrying out any of the powers of the authority and to608

accomplish any of the purposes of the authority.  Any such subsidiary corporation shall609

be a nonprofit corporation, a public body corporate and politic, a political subdivision of610

the state, and an instrumentality of the state and shall exercise essential governmental611

functions.  Any subsidiary corporations created pursuant to this power shall be created612

pursuant to Chapter 3 of Title 14, the 'Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code,' and the613

Secretary of State shall be authorized to accept such filings.  Upon dissolution of any614

subsidiary corporation of the authority, any assets shall revert to the authority or to any615

successor to the authority or, failing such succession, to the State of Georgia.  The616

authority shall not be liable for the debts or obligations of any subsidiary corporation or617

for the actions or omissions to act of any subsidiary corporation unless the authority618

expressly so consents;619

(17)  To cooperate and act in conjunction with educational organizations; with agencies620

of the federal government and this state and local government; with other states and their621

political subdivisions; and with joint agencies thereof, and such state agencies, local622

government, and joint agencies are authorized and empowered to cooperate and act in623
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conjunction and to enter into contracts or agreements with the authority and qualified624

charter school organizations to achieve or further the policies of the state declared in this625

part;626

(18)  To procure insurance against any loss in connection with its property and other627

assets or obligations or to establish cash reserves to enable it to act as self-insurer against628

any and all such losses;629

(19)  To lend any of the securities of the type described in this subsection;630

(20)  To transfer to the state any funds of the authority determined by the authority to be631

in excess of those needed for its corporate purposes;632

(21)  To make loan commitments and loans to qualified charter school organizations for633

educational facilities projects;634

(22)  To exercise any power granted by the laws of this state to public or private635

corporations which is not in conflict with the public purpose of the authority;636

(23)  To do all things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers conferred by this637

part; and638

(24)  To promulgate and adopt rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of this part.639

(c)  The authority shall not have the power of eminent domain.640

20-2-2095.23.641

(a)  The authority may make loans to a qualified charter school organization to pay all or642

any part of the cost of:643

(1)  A project, up to a maximum of the lesser of 20 percent of the project total or $2644

million, except as provided for in paragraph (2) of this subsection; and645

(2)  A renovation or modernization project, up to a maximum of $200,000.00.646

(b)  The authority shall not enter into any loan or loan commitment with a qualified charter647

school organization for a term that exceeds the earlier of the expiration date of such648

- 25 -



AM 49 0335

qualified charter school organization's current charter agreement with the State Board of649

Education or five years.650

(c)  The authority and a qualified charter school organization may enter into such loan or651

other loan commitments as may be determined appropriate by the authority.652

(d)  The authority may require as a condition of any loan to a qualified charter school653

organization that such qualified charter school organization shall perform any or all of the654

following:655

(1)  Create and maintain a special fund or funds as additional security for the payment of656

any amounts becoming due under any agreement as shall be sufficient to make such657

payment as the same shall become due and payable;658

(2)  Create and maintain such other special funds as may be required by the authority; and659

(3)  Such other acts, including the conveyance of real and personal property together with660

all right, title, or interest therein to the authority, as may be deemed necessary or desirable661

by the authority to secure the payment of the principal of and interest on notes or662

obligations and to provide for the remedies of the authority in the event of any default by663

such qualified charter school organization in such payment.664

(e)  All qualified charter school organizations are authorized to perform such acts, take665

such action, adopt such proceedings, and make and carry out such contracts with the666

authority as may be contemplated by this part.667

(f)  In connection with the making of any loan authorized by this part, the authority may668

fix and collect such fees and charges, including, but not limited to, the reimbursement of669

all costs of financing by the authority, as the authority shall determine to be reasonable.670

20-2-2095.24.671

(a)  For the purposes of this Code section, the term 'lease agreement' means and includes672

a lease, operating lease rental agreement, usufruct, sale and lease back, or any other lease673

agreement having a term of not more than 50 years and concerning real, personal, or mixed674
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property, any right, title, or interest therein by and between the state, the authority, a675

qualified charter school organization, or any combination thereof.676

(b)  A qualified charter school organization may enter into a lease agreement for the677

provision of educational facilities owned by the authority upon such terms and conditions678

as the authority shall determine to be reasonable including, but not limited to, the679

reimbursement of all costs of construction and financing and claims arising therefrom.680

(c)  No lease agreement shall be deemed to be a contract subject to any law requiring that681

a contract shall be let only after receipt of competitive bids.682

(d)  Any lease agreement may provide for the construction of an educational facility by the683

qualified charter school organization as agent for the authority.  In such event, all contracts684

for such construction shall be let by such qualified charter school organization in685

accordance with the provisions of law otherwise applicable to the letting of such contracts686

by such qualified charter school organization and with the provisions of state law687

pertaining to prevailing wages, labor standards, and working hours.  Any such lease688

agreement may contain provisions by which such qualified charter school organization689

shall indemnify the authority against any and all damages resulting from acts or omissions690

to act on the part of such qualified charter school organization or its officers, agents, or691

employees in constructing such facility or facilities, in letting any contracts in connection692

therewith, or in operating and maintaining the same.693

(e)  Any lease agreement directly between the state or authority and a qualified charter694

school organization may contain provisions requiring the qualified charter school695

organization to perform any or all of the following:696

(1)  Create and maintain a special fund or funds as additional security for the payment of697

any amounts becoming due under any agreement as shall be sufficient to make such698

payment as the same shall become due and payable;699

(2)  Create and maintain such other special funds as may be required by the authority; and700
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(3)  Such other acts and take such other action as may be deemed necessary and desirable701

by the authority to secure the complete and punctual performance by such qualified702

charter school organization of such lease agreements and to provide for the remedies of703

the authority in the event of a default by such qualified charter school organization in704

such payment.705

20-2-2095.25.706

Neither the members of the authority nor any officer or employee of the authority acting707

on behalf thereof, while acting within the scope of his or her authority, shall be subject to708

any liability resulting from:709

(1)  The construction, ownership, maintenance, or operation of any project financed with710

the assistance of the authority; or711

(2)  Carrying out any of the powers expressly given in this part.712

20-2-2095.26.713

No notice, proceeding, or publication except those required in this part shall be necessary714

to the performance of any act authorized in this part; nor shall any such act be subject to715

referendum.716

20-2-2095.27.717

No obligations of and no indebtedness incurred by the authority shall constitute an718

indebtedness or obligation or a pledge of the faith and credit of the State of Georgia or of719

its agencies; nor shall any act of the authority in any manner constitute or result in the720

creation of an indebtedness of the state or its agencies or a cause of action against the state721

or its agencies.722
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20-2-2095.28.723

It is found, determined, and declared that the creation of this authority and the carrying out724

of its corporate purposes is in all respects for the benefit of the people of the state and that725

the authority is an institution of purely public charity and will be performing an essential726

governmental function in the exercise of the power conferred upon it by this part.  For such727

reasons, the state covenants with the holders from time to time of obligations issued under728

this part that the authority shall not be required to pay any taxes or assessments imposed729

by the state or any of its counties, municipal corporations, political subdivisions, or taxing730

districts upon any property acquired by the authority or under its jurisdiction, control,731

possession, or supervision or leased by it to others, or upon its activities in the operation732

or maintenance of any such property or on any income derived by the authority in the form733

of fees, recording fees, rentals, charges, purchase price, installments, or otherwise, and that734

the notes of the authority, their transfer, and the income therefrom shall at all times be735

exempt from taxation within the state.  The tax exemption provided in this part shall not736

include any exemption from sales and use tax on property purchased by the authority or for737

use by the authority.738

20-2-2095.29.739

The authority shall have all rights afforded the state by virtue of the Constitution of the740

United States, and nothing in this part shall be construed to remove any such rights.741

20-2-2095.30.742

This part, being for the welfare of this state and its inhabitants, shall be liberally construed743

to effect the purposes specified in this part.744
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20-2-2095.31.745

(a)  In the event of a failure of any qualified charter school organization to collect and remit746

in full all amounts due to the authority and all amounts due to others which involve the747

authority, on the date such amounts are due under the terms of any note of the qualified748

charter school organization, it shall be the duty of the authority to notify the state treasurer749

who shall withhold all funds of the state and all funds administered by the state and its750

agencies, boards, and instrumentalities allotted to such qualified charter school751

organization until such qualified charter school organization has collected and remitted in752

full all sums due and cured or remedied all defaults on any such note.753

(b)  Nothing contained in this Code section shall mandate the withholding of funds754

allocated to a qualified charter school organization which would violate contracts to which755

the state is a party, the requirements of federal law imposed on the state, or judgments of756

any court binding the state."757

SECTION 9.758

Title 38 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to military, emergency759

management, and veterans affairs, is amended in Article 10 of Chapter 3, relating to760

state-wide first responder building mapping information system, by revising Code Section761

38-3-154, relating to school mapping data and immunity from liability, as follows:762

"38-3-154.763

(a)  Not later than July 1, 2026, each public school shall procure school mapping data764

which shall:765

(1)  Be in formats that conform to and integrate with software platforms utilized in local766

public safety answering points and by local, state, and federal public safety agencies that767

respond to emergencies at schools and that do not require such agencies to purchase768

additional software or provide payment in order to view or access such data;769
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(2)  Be in formats capable of being printed, shared electronically, and, if requested,770

digitally integrated into interactive mobile platforms;771

(3)  Be verified for accuracy by July 1 each year by relevant public safety agencies,772

school safety personnel, school administrators, or the entity producing such school773

mapping data by means of an in-person inspection of each school;774

(4)  Identify and label access points of each building interior, including, but not limited775

to, rooms, doors, stairwells, and hallways, each of which shall include any identifiers or776

names utilized by staff and students;777

(5)  Identify and label locations of critical utilities, key boxes, automated external778

defibrillators, and trauma kits or other emergency response aids; and779

(6)  Identify and label areas at or near each school, including parking areas, athletic fields,780

surrounding roads, outbuildings, and neighboring properties.781

(b)  Any future updates to school mapping data provided for in this Code section shall782

conform to and integrate with software platforms utilized in local public safety answering783

points and by local, state, and federal public safety agencies that provide emergency784

services to each school.785

(c)  The agency shall be authorized to develop rules and regulations for the requirements786

for school mapping data, including, but not limited to, standards for the use of school787

mapping data, encryption of such data, and transmission of such data over secure methods788

to law enforcement officers, firefighters, and other authorized emergency first responders.789

(d)  Local school systems shall collaborate with and receive concurrence from its primary790

local law enforcement agency prior to procuring school mapping data to ensure such school791

mapping data meets the requirements of this Code section.792

(e)  Information provided to the agency under this Code section shall be exempt from793

public disclosure to the extent provided in Code Section 50-18-72.794
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(f)(1)  Local boards of education, local school systems, public schools, and local795

governments and agencies shall be immune from civil liability for any damages arising796

out of the creation and use of the school mapping data.797

(2)  Employees of local boards of education, local school systems, and local governments798

and agencies shall be immune from civil liability for any damages arising out of the799

creation and use of the school mapping data unless it is shown that such employee acted800

with gross negligence or bad faith."801

SECTION 10.802

Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government, is amended803

in Article 2 of Chapter 17, the "Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission Act,"804

by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 50-17-22, relating to the State Financing and805

Investment Commission, as follows:806

"(a)  Responsibilities.  Subject to the limitations contained in this article, the commission807

shall be responsible for the issuance of all public debt incurred hereunder, for the proper808

application of the proceeds of such debt to the purposes for which it is incurred, for the809

proper application of an appropriation to the commission for capital outlay to the purpose810

for which it is appropriated, and for the application and administration of this article;811

provided, however, that the proceeds of guaranteed revenue obligations shall be paid to the812

issuer thereof, and such proceeds and the application thereof shall be the responsibility of813

the issuer.  The commission shall also be responsible for the proper disbursement of an814

appropriation to it for public school capital outlay, including charter school capital outlay,815

and the commission and the State Board of Education will be concurrently responsible for816

its proper application.  The commission shall be responsible for the issuance of guaranteed817

revenue debt, except that bonds themselves evidencing such debt shall be in the name of818

the instrumentality of this state issuing the same and shall be issued and executed in819

- 32 -



AM 49 0335

accordance with the laws relative to such instrumentality and the applicable provisions of820

this article."821

SECTION 11.822

(a)  Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, this Act shall become823

effective on July 1, 2026. 824

(b)  Section 6 of this Act shall become effective only if funds are specifically appropriated825

for purposes of this Act in an appropriations Act enacted by the General Assembly.  If funds826

are so appropriated, then Section 6 of this Act shall become effective on the later of:827

(1)  The date on which such appropriations Act becomes effective; or828

(2)  The beginning date of the fiscal year for which such appropriations are made.829

(c)  Section 7 of this Act shall become effective on January 1, 2028.830

SECTION 12.831

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.832
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