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24 Floor amend 2 AM 47 0120

ADOPTED
Senators Tillery of the 19th, Butler of the 55th, Hatchett of the 50th and Brass of the 28th

offered the following amendment #2:

Amend the House substitute to SB 479 (LC 39 44015S) by striking lines 1 through 378 and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 15 the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating
to general provisions concerning superior courts, so as to modify provisions regarding the
compensation received by superior court judges; to provide procedures for superior court
judges to opt to receive compensation pursuant to such revised procedures; to provide for
grandfathering of certain judges so as to not reduce the compensation paid to such judges;
to authorize locality pay by counties to superior court judges in lieu of county salary
supplements; to abolish most county salary supplements provided to superior court judges;
to authorize the continuation of county salary supplements for chief judges; to authorize
continuation of fringe benefits provided by counties to superior court judges; to preserve
existing rights and obligations related to retirement benefits provided by counties to superior
court judges; to provide for retirement benefits relative to optional locality pay; to amend
Code Section 45-7-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to annual salaries
of certain state officials and cost-of-living adjustments, so as to revise provisions relating to
calculating and setting the salaries of Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of
Appeals, the judge of the Georgia State-wide Business Court, and superior court judges; to
revise provisions related to legislative expense accounts; to provide a definition; to amend
Chapter 23 of Title 47 of the Official Georgia Code Annotated, relating to Georgia Judicial
Retirement System, to increase the retirement age of superior court judges first taking office
on or after July 1, 2025; to amend Chapter 3 of Title 1 of the Official Code of Georgia

Annotated, relating to laws and statutes, so as to suspend the operation of local laws or local
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ordinances or resolutions that use a superior court judge's salary for the calculation of the
salary or compensation of other officers, officials, or employees; to provide for an automatic
lifting of such suspension relative to judges; to preserve the authority of the General
Assembly to amend or repeal such suspended local laws; to preserve the authority of local
governments to use other mechanisms to change salary calculation during such suspension;
to provide for legislative construction; to provide for a definition; to amend Title 16 of the
Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to crimes and offenses, so as to provide for the
operation of bingo games by certain nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations and local
governments, subject to certain requirements and restrictions; to provide for legislative
intent; to provide for definitions; to provide for the Secretary of State to issue bingo licenses
to certain local governments; to provide for prohibited activities and required record keeping
related to electronic bingo and electronic bingo machines; to provide for inspections; to
provide for removal of defective electronic bingo machines; to provide for a penalty; to
provide for rules and regulations; to remove certain limitations regarding premises on which
bingo games operated by nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations may be held; to authorize the
use of electronic bingo machines and bingo based games by licensed local governments at
certain locations; to remove and provide exceptions to certain limitations on bingo based
games operated by certain nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations and licensed local
governments; to change certain provisions relating to the prizes and proceeds of certain bingo
games; to amend Code Section 48-14-1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating
to grants to counties containing more than 20,000 acres of state owned land not subject to
taxation, limit on amount of grants, evaluation and assessment, and procedure for billing
State Forestry Commission, so as to revise grant awards to counties licensed to operate bingo
games; to provide definitions; to authorize local governments to operate bingo based games
to offset reduced tax collections that result from the ownership by the State of Georgia of

large amounts of forest lands; to provide that certain bingo proceeds collected by such
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49 counties are remitted to the state; to provide for a definition; to provide for an effective date;

50 to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

51 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:
52 PART I
53 SECTION 1-1.

54 Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
55 general provisions concerning superior courts, is amended by revising Code Section 15-6-29,
56 relating to salary of judges, as follows:

57  "15-6-29.

58 (a) Except as provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section, the Fhe annual salary of

59  the judges of the superior courts shall be as provided in Code Section 45-7-4 and may be
60 as provided in Code Section 15-6-29.1. The annual salary provided by Code
61  Section 45-7-4 shall be paid by The Council of Superior Court Judges of Georgia in 12
62  equal monthly installments.

63 (b)(1) Each superior court judge in office on July 1, 2024, shall have the option to

64 receive the annual salary provided by Code Section 45-7-4 and any locality pay provided

65 for by Code Section 15-6-29.2. The option provided by this paragraph shall be exercised

66 by such judge filing a written notification thereof with The Council of Superior Court
67 Judges of Georgia and the governing authority of each county comprising the judge's

68 judicial circuit. The failure to exercise the option shall be an election to continue to
69 receive compensation as previously calculated and as outlined in paragraph (2) of this
70 subsection, and until such option is exercised. The option exercised pursuant to this
71 paragraph shall go into effect the next pay period at least five business days following the
72 exercise of such option.
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73 (2) To ensure that no superior court judges in office on July 1, 2024, have their salaries,
74 allowance, or county salary supplements decreased during their terms of office, any
75 superior court judge in office on July 1, 2024, who does not exercise the option provided
76 by paragraph (1) of this subsection shall continue to be compensated in precisely the
77 same manner as they were being compensated as of June 30, 2024, including, but not

78 limited to, county supplements.
79  (c) The annual salary shall be the total compensation to be paid by the state to the superior

80  court judges and shall be in lieu of any and all other amounts to be paid from The Council
81  of Superior Court Judges of Georgia, except as provided in Code Sections 15-6-29.1,
82  15-6-29.2, 15-6-30, and 15-6-32.
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94  superiorcourtjudgeships:”

95 SECTION 1-2.
96 Said article is further amended in Code Section 15-6-29.1, relating to accountability court

97 supplement and limitation, by repealing subsection (¢) in its entirety.
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98 SECTION 1-3.
99 Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
100 "15-6-29.2.

101 (a) Except as provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section, on or after July 1, 2024,

102  the county or counties comprising a judicial circuit may provide each judge of such circuit

103  with locality pay which shall not exceed 10 percent of the state annual salary provided by

104 Code Section 45-7-4 to such judge. All such locality pay shall be in lieu of and not in

105 addition to any county salary supplements previously provided by the county or counties.

106  All judges within a judicial circuit who elect to exercise the option provided by paragraph
107 (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29 shall receive equal locality pay from any

108 given county within such circuit that has opted to provide such pay.

109 (b)(1) In no event shall the annual locality pay provided to a judge by the county or

110 counties comprising a judicial circuit in aggregate exceed 10 percent of the state annual

111 salary provided by Code Section 45-7-4 to such judge.

112 (2) In the event that the state annual salary provided by Code Section 45-7-4 to superior

113 court judges exceeds $201.060.00, the maximum allowable amount of annual locality pay

114 provided to a judge by the county or counties comprising a judicial circuit shall be capped

115 at $20.106.00. and such cap shall be reduced in an amount equal to half of the percentage

116 amount of such state annual salary increase above $201.060.00. The intent of this
117 paragraph is to provide for a decrease in the maximum amount of allowable locality pay
118 so that such maximum shall be decreased by an amount equal to 50 percent of an increase

119 of the state annual salary provided by Code Section 45-7-4 to superior court judges
120 bevond $201.060.00.

121  (c) When a new superior court judgeship is created by law for any judicial circuit, the new

122 superior court judge shall upon taking office become entitled to and shall receive from the

123  county or counties comprising the circuit the same locality pay, if any, then in effect for the

124  other judge or judges of the judicial circuit. Such locality pay for such new judge shall be
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125 authorized by this subsection and no other legislation or local legislation shall be required

126  to authorize such locality pay.

127  (d) _Except as provided for in subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29 and subsection (e)

128  of'this Code section and notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, on and

129 after July 1.2024. no county or counties comprising a judicial circuit shall provide county

130 salary supplements to a superior court judge.

131 (e)(1) Nothing in subsection (d) of this Code section shall operate to prevent a county or
132 counties comprising a judicial circuit from continuing to provide a local salary
133 supplement to the chief judge of the circuit that was otherwise authorized by law on

134 June 30, 2024. On or after July 1, 2024. no local supplement for a chief judge shall be

135 enacted or increased.

136 (2) For all judges who elect to exercise the option provided by paragraph (1) of

137 subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29, to the extent the aggregate salary provided for

138 by subsection (a) of Code Section 15-6-29 and locality pay provided for by subsection (a)

139 of this Code section to a particular judge do not equal or exceed that judge's aggregate
140 salary and local supplement in effect at the time of the judge's exercise of such option,
141 then the county or counties of the circuit shall pay an additional supplement in an amount
142 equal to the difference between the aggregate salary and supplement in effect at the time

143 of the judge's exercise of such option and the ageregate salary provided for by

144 subsection (a) of Code Section 15-6-29 and locality pay provided for by subsection (a)

145 of this Code section. When an additional supplement is required by this paragraph in a
146 circuit consisting of more than one county, then each county shall pay such additional
147 supplement in proportion to each county's contribution to the local supplement in effect
148 at the time of the judge's exercise of the option to participate. In no event shall the

149 additional supplement required by this paragraph result in a judge's aggregate salary that

150 exceeds the aggregate salary and supplement existing at the time of a judge's exercise of

151 such option.
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Nothing in subsection (d) of this Code section shall operate to prevent a county or

counties comprising a judicial circuit from continuing to provide fringe benefits to any

judee of a judicial circuit in the same manner that such benefits were provided on

June 30. 2024.

(g) Nothing in this Code section or subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29 shall operate
to alter, amend, contract, expand, extend, limit, modify, or terminate retirement benefits

or rights thereto in existence prior to July 1. 2024. All judges who exercise the option

provided by paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29 shall have no right

to_any benefit existing at the time such option is exercised reduced. To the extent

otherwise permitted by law, each county within a judicial circuit is authorized, but not

required, to provide retirement benefits based upon the locality pay it provides pursuant to

subsection (a) of this Code section.”

SECTION 1-4.

Code Section 45-7-4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, related to annual salaries

of certain state officials and cost-of-living adjustments, is amended as follows:

"45-7-4.
(a) The annual salary of each of the state officials listed below shall be as follows:
(1) GOVEIMOT ...\ttt e e et e e $ 175,000.00
An allowance in an amount specified in the appropriations Act shall also
be provided for the operation of the Governor's mansion.
(2) Lieutenant GOVEINOT . .......oti i i 54,920.00

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the annual salary for
the Lieutenant Governor for the 2021 fiscal year shall be reduced by an
amount equal to 14 percent of the amount received for such office during

the 2020 fiscal year.
(3) Adjutant general
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The adjutant general shall continue to receive the pay and allowances under

the same procedure as provided by law.

(4) Commissioner of Agriculture .............................. 100,429.00
(5) Attorney General . ....... ... . ... ... 114,633.00
(6) Reserved.

(7) Commissioner of Insurance ................................ 100,396.00
(8) Reserved.
(9) Commissionerof Labor ............. ... ... ... ... ... ...... 100,418.00

The above amount of salary for the Commissioner of Labor shall include
any compensation received from the United States government and the
amount of state funds paid shall be reduced by the amount of compensation

received from the United States government.

(10) Reserved.

(11) Each member of the Public Service Commission .............. 96,655.00
(12) Reserved.

(13) State School Superintendent . ............................. 102,708.00
(14) Secretaryof State . ...ttt 102,708.00

(15) Reserved.
(16) Reserved.
(17) Reserved.

(18) Reserved. EachJusticeoftheSupremeCourt—. . .............. - 175;660-:60
(19) Reserved. FachJudgeofthe CourtofAppeats—. .............. - 17456060
(19.1) Reserved. JudgeoftheGeorgraState=wide BusmessCourt—. . . .- 174,506:00
(20) Reserved. Eachsupertorcourtjudge—. ...................... - 126;265:60
(21) Each districtattorney . .............c.ouiinitneinennn.. 120,072.00
(22) Each member of the General Assembly ..................... 16,200.00

-8 -
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204 (A) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the annual
205 salary for each member of the General Assembly for the 2021 fiscal year
206 shall be reduced by an amount equal to 10 percent of the amount received

207 for such office during the 2020 fiscal year.

208 (B) Each member of the General Assembly shall also receive the
209 allowances provided by law. The amount of the daily expense allowance
210 which each member is entitled to receive under the provisions of Code
211 Section 28-1-8 shall be as provided in that Code section. The mileage
212 allowance for the use of a personal car on official business shall be the
213 same as that received by other state officials and employees.

214 (C) In addition to any other compensation and allowances authorized for
215 members of the General Assembly, each member may be reimbursed for
216 per diem differential and for actual expenses incurred in the performance
217 of duties as a member of the General Assembly in an amount not to

218 exceed $7606-60 $14,000.00 per year. Expenses reimbursable up to

219 such amount shall be limited to one or more of the following purposes:
220 lodging, meals, per diem differential, postage, personal services, printing
221 and publications, rents, supplies (including software),
222 telecommunications, transportation, utilities, purchasing or leasing of
223 equipment, and other reasonable expenditures directly related to the
224 performance of a member's duties. If equipment purchased by a member
225 has a depreciated value of $100.00 or less when such member leaves
226 office, the equipment does not need to be returned to the state. No
227 reimbursement shall be made for any postage which is used for a political
228 newsletter. No reimbursement shall be paid for lodging or meals for any
229 day for which a member receives the daily expense allowance as
230 provided in this paragraph. Eligible expenses shall be reimbursed
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231 following the submission of vouchers to the legislative fiscal office in
232 compliance with the requirements of this subparagraph and subject to the

233 provisions of subparagraph (E) of this paragraph. Such vouchers shall be

234 submitted in such form and manner as prescribed by the Legislative
235 Services Committee pursuant to subparagraph (E) of this paragraph,
236 provided that each such voucher shall be accompanied by a supporting
237 document or documents, or legible copies thereof, showing payment for
238 each expense claimed or an explanation of the absence of such
239 documentation; in addition, each such voucher shall include a
240 certification by the member that the information contained in such
241 voucher and supporting document or documents, or legible copies
242 thereof, is true and correct and that such expenses were incurred by the
243 member. The provisions of Code Section 16-10-20 shall be applicable
244 to any person submitting such certified vouchers and supporting
245 documents or copies the same as if the General Assembly were a
246 department or agency of state government. No such voucher or
247 supporting document shall be required for per diem differential.

248 (D) The amount of per diem differential which may be claimed for each

249 day under subparagraph (C) of this paragraph shall be the difference

250 between the daily expense allowance authorized for members of the
251 General Assembly and $119.00; provided, however, that the General
252 Appropriations Act for any fiscal year may increase such amount
253 of $119.00 per day to an amount not in excess of the federal per diem rate
254 then in effect for the state capital as specified by the General Services
255 Administration. Per diem differential shall be paid by the legislative
256 fiscal office to the member upon the member's notification to the
257 legislative fiscal office of the days for which the daily expense allowance

-10 -
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258 was received for which the member wishes to claim the per diem
259 differential, and the legislative fiscal office shall keep a record of the
260 days for which per diem differential is so claimed and paid.

261 (E) For the purposes of this paragraph, a year shall begin on the
262 convening date of the General Assembly in regular session each year and
263 end on the day prior to the convening of the General Assembly in the
264 next calendar year. Any voucher or claim for any reimbursement for any
265 year as defined in this paragraph shall be submitted no later than the
266 fifteenth of April immediately following the end of such year. No
267 reimbursement shall be made on any voucher or claim submitted after
268 that date. Any amounts remaining in such expense account at the end of
269 the first year of the two-year biennium may be claimed for expenses
270 incurred during the second year of the two-year biennium. Any amounts
271 remaining in any expense account which are not so claimed by April 15
272 of the year following the second year of the biennium and any amounts
273 claimed which are returned as hereafter provided for in this paragraph
274 shall lapse and shall be remitted by the legislative fiscal office to the
275 general fund of the state treasury. Any former member of the General
276 Assembly may be reimbursed for expenses incurred while a member of
277 the General Assembly upon compliance with the provisions of this
278 paragraph. The Legislative Services Committee is empowered to provide
279 such procedures as it deems advisable to administer the provisions of this
280 paragraph, including, but not limited to, definitions of the above list of
281 items for which reimbursement may be made; provided, however, that
282 the term 'other reasonable expenditures directly related to the
283 performance of a member's duties' shall be as defined by policies adopted
284 by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and by the Senate

-11 -
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285 Administrative Affairs Committee as to reimbursement of such
286 expenditures incurred by members of the House and Senate, respectively;
287 and provided, further, that the amount of expenses which may be
288 reimbursed within the limits of subparagraph (C) of this paragraph for
289 travel outside the state may be as provided by policies adopted by the
290 Speaker of the House of Representatives and by the Senate
291 Administrative Affairs Committee as to such expenditures of members
292 of the House and Senate, respectively. The Legislative Services
293 Committee is further empowered to prescribe the form of the voucher or
294 claim which must be submitted to the legislative fiscal office. In the
295 event of any disagreement as to whether any reimbursement shall be
296 made or any allowance shall be paid, the Legislative Services Committee
297 shall make the final determination; except that in the event of any
298 disagreement as to whether any reimbursement under subparagraph (C)
299 of this paragraph shall be made for other reasonable expenses directly
300 related to the performance of a member's duties or for travel outside the
301 state, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall make the final
302 determination as to such expenses incurred by a member of the House,
303 and the Senate Administrative Affairs Committee shall make the final
304 determination as to such expenses incurred by a member of the Senate.
305 In the event any reimbursement is made or any allowance is paid and it
306 is later determined that such reimbursement or payment was made in
307 error, the person to whom such reimbursement or payment was made
308 shall remit to the legislative fiscal office the amount of money involved.
309 In the event any such person refuses to make such remittance, the
310 legislative fiscal office is authorized to withhold the payment of any
311 other moneys to which such person is entitled until the amount of such

-12 -
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reimbursement or payment which was made in error shall be realized.

(23) Speaker of the House of Representatives .................... 17,800.00
The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall also receive the salary
and allowances authorized as a member of the General Assembly. Upon
the taking of office by the members of the General Assembly on the
convening day of the regular session of the General Assembly in 1983, the
annual salary of the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall
become $22,800.00. After such date, the Speaker shall also receive as
additional salary a sum equal to the amount of salary over $30,000.00 per
annum which is received by the Lieutenant Governor as of that date or
thereafter; and the salary of the Speaker shall be adjusted at the beginning
of each term so as to include such additional sum.

(24) President Pro Tempore ofthe Senate ... ..................... 4,800.00
The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall also receive the salary and

allowances authorized as a member of the General Assembly.

(25) Speaker Pro Tempore of the House of Representatives ......... 4,800.00
The Speaker Pro Tempore of the House of Representatives shall also

receive the salary and allowances authorized as a member of the General

Assembly.

(b) Asan adjustment except as qualified below as to members and member-officers of the
General Assembly, the annual salary of each state official whose salary is established by
Code Section 45-7-3, this Code section, and Code Sections 45-7-20 and 45-7-21, including
members of the General Assembly, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker Pro Tempore of the House of
Representatives, may be increased by the General Assembly in the General Appropriations

Act by a percentage not to exceed the average percentage of the increase in salary as may

- 13 -
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338 from time to time be granted to employees of the executive, judicial, and legislative
339 branches of government. However, any increase for such officials shall not include
340  within-grade step increases for which employees subject to compensation plans authorized
341 and approved in accordance with Code Section 45-20-4 are eligible. Any increase granted
342  pursuant to this subsection shall become effective at the same time that funds are made
343 available for the increase for such employees, except increases for members and
344  member-officers of the General Assembly. That portion of the increase determined by the
345 Legislative Services Committee to reflect a cost-of-living increase based upon objective
346 economic criteria shall become effective for members and member-officers at the same
347 time that funds are made available for the increase for such employees. The balance of the
348  increase for members and member-officers of the General Assembly shall become effective
349  onthe convening of the next General Assembly in January of the next odd-numbered year.
350 The Office of Planning and Budget shall calculate the average percentage increase.

351 (c) The annual salary being received on June 30, 1980, shall be increased by 8 percent for
352 each state official listed in subsection (a) of this Code section who:

353 (1) Is not a member of the General Assembly; and

354 (2) Is not a contributing member of a state retirement system and, therefore, does not
355 benefit by or participate in any program whereunder a portion of the employee
356 contributions to the state retirement system are made on behalf of the employee by the

357 employer.

358 (d)(1) For the purposes this subsection, 'base salary' means the annual salary fixed for

359 the judges of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia on

360 July 1 of the second preceding state fiscal year.

361 (2) Except as provided for in subsection (b) of Code Section 15-6-29. the annual salary

362 of each of the state officials listed below shall be set by the General Assembly in the

363 General Appropriations Act, provided that such salary shall not exceed the ratio of the

364 base salary listed below for such officials:

- 14 -
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(A) Each Justice of the Supreme Court . ...................... 100 percent.
(B) Each Judge of the Courtof Appeals . . ..................... 99 percent.
(C) Judge of the Georgia State-wide Business Court . . ........... 95 percent.
(D) Each superiorcourtjudge ..................0oiiiiiiii... 90 percent.”

SECTION 1-5.

Chapter 3 of Title 1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, related laws and statutes is

amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

"1-3-12.

(a)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, as of July 1, 2024, all local

laws and local ordinances or resolutions in effect as of such date that provide for a salary,

supplement. or other compensation to be paid to a state. county. or local officer, official,

or employee based on a percentage of, total compensation for, or similar mathematical

relationship to a superior court judge's salary or supplement shall be suspended with

respect to any salary. supplement. or other compensation increase during the term of such

suspension as a matter of law.

(2) No change in the salary of a superior court judge shall result in a change in the

calculation of any compensation to be paid by any county, municipality, consolidated, or

other local government that may otherwise be required pursuant to a local law or local

ordinance or resolution during the period of suspension provided for in paragraph (1) of

this subsection. The provisions of this subsection do not repeal or amend any such local

law or local ordinance or resolution, and the provisions of such local laws or local

ordinances or resolutions related to calculating compensation shall be merely suspended

and shall remain suspended until lifted or modified pursuant to subsection (b) or (¢) of

this Code section.

(b) As of July 1. 2025. the suspension provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section

shall be terminated as to judges, but shall otherwise remain in place for all other officers,

- 15 -
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391 officials, and employees. Any salary or compensation change for judges that otherwise

392  would have gone into effect between July 1. 2024. and June 30. 2025, by operation of a

393 local law or local ordinance or resolution if such suspension did not occur shall go into

394  effect for calculations of prospective salary or other compensation accrued on or after

395 July 1,2025. The termination of the suspension provided for in this subsection shall not

396 entitle any person to retroactive compensation that he or she otherwise may have earned

397 except for such suspension, and no such retroactive payments shall be made by any county,

398 municipality, consolidated. or other local government.

399 (c)(1) Nothing in this Code section shall operate to prevent the General Assembly from
400 repealing or amending, in whole or in part, any local law that is suspended pursuant to

401 subsection (a) of this Code section through the enactment of local legislation.

402 2) Nothing in this Code section shall operate to prevent a county, municipalit
403 consolidated, or other local government from enacting any salary or compensation
404 changes for any state, county, or local officer, official, or employee that may otherwise
405 be authorized by general or local law.”

406 SECTION 1-6.

407 Chapter 23 of Title 47 of the Official Georgia Code Annotated, relating to Georgia Judicial
408 Retirement System, is amended by revising Code Section 47-23-102, relating to vesting,
409 benefits upon retirement, compliance with federal income tax laws, as follows:

410 "47-23-102.

411 (a) Theright of a member to receive benefits under this chapter shall vest after the member
412  obtains ten years of creditable service; provided, however, that no member shall receive
413 aretirement benefit prior to attaining the age of 60 years. Except as otherwise provided
414  in Article 2 of Chapter 1 of this title, a member's accumulated contributions shall be 100
415 percent vested and nonforfeitable at all times. Any member retiring on or after

416  July 1, 1996, and any member who was retired on July 1, 1996, with 16 years or more of

- 16 -
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417 creditable service shall receive a benefit equal to 66.66 percent, plus 1 percent for each year
418 of creditable service over 16 years, of the member's salary; provided, however, that no
419 member shall receive more than 24 years of creditable service. Any member retiring with
420 less than 16 years of creditable service may retire at a reduced benefit pursuant to Code

421 Section 47-23-103. Except as provided in subsection (c¢) of this Code section, normal

422  Normal retirement age under this retirement system shall be the date the member has
423 reached age 60 years of age, provided that he or she has at least ten years of creditable
424  service. For purposes of Section 402(1) of the federal Internal Revenue Code regarding
425  distributions from governmental plans for health and long-term care insurance for public
426 safety officers, normal retirement age shall be the earliest date when the member has
427  satisfied the requirements for a retirement under this or the predecessor retirement system.
428  Except as otherwise provided in Article 2 of Chapter 1 of this title, a member's right to his
429  or her retirement allowance is nonforfeitable upon attainment of normal retirement age.
430 Any member who was retired on July 1, 1996, with more than 16 years of creditable
431 service shall receive in July, 1998, a one-time benefit payment equal to two times the
432  product of 1 percent of the salary paid to such judge at the time of his or her retirement
433  multiplied by the number of years of creditable service in excess of 16 years.

434 (b) The board is authorized to provide by rule or regulation for the payment of benefits to
435 members or beneficiaries of the retirement system at a time and under circumstances not
436 provided for in this chapter to the extent that such payment is required to maintain the
437  retirement system as a qualified retirement plan for the purposes of federal income tax laws
438  and regulations.

439 (c¢) For any superior court judge first taking office on or after July 1. 2025, the normal

440 retirement age under this retirement system shall be the date the member has reached 65

441 years ofage. All other requirements to receive a retirement benefit under this Code section

442  shall apply to such superior court judge.”

-17 -
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SECTION 1-7.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 47-23-103, relating to retirement

based on age, application to retire, as follows:

"47-23-103.

(a) In lieu of retirement at the benefit level provided by Code Section 47-23-102, a
member, except for any superior court judge first taking office on or after July 1, 2025,
may retire at any time after attaining the age of 60 years and after obtaining a minimum of
ten years of creditable service. The monthly retirement benefit for such early retirement
shall be a percentage of the benefit under Code Section 47-23-102, and such percentage
shall be the proportion which the number of years of creditable service the member has in
the retirement system bears to 16.

(b) The effective date of retirement shall be the first day of the month in which the
application is received by the board of trustees, provided that no retirement shall, in any
case, be effective earlier than the first day of the month following the final month of the
applicant's employment. Applications for retirement shall not be accepted more than 90

days in advance of the effective date of retirement.”

PART II
SECTION 2-1.

Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to crimes and offenses, is
amended in Part 2 of Article 2 of Chapter 12, relating to bingo, by revising Code Section

16-12-50, relating to legislative intent, as follows:

"16-12-50.
(a) It is the intention of the General Assembly that, except for recreational bingo, only
nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations which are properly licensed pursuant to this part shall

be allowed to operate bingo games.
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(b) The General Assembly recognizes that in certain counties the State of Georgia owns
significant acreage of property that has been taken off of such counties' tax digests. It is

the further intention of the General Assembly to provide a process and resource for those

counties to mitigate the fiscal impact of not receiving tax revenue from such state owned

property while also raising revenue to remove the burden of maintaining such property
from the state government by authorizing certain local governments with highly impacted

tax digests which are also properly licensed pursuant to this part to operate a bingo game.”

SECTION 2-2.
Said title is further amended in said part by revising Code Section 16-12-51, relating to
definitions, as follows:
"16-12-51.
As used in this part, the term:

(.1) 'Adjusted net income' means the income generated by a bingo game operated

pursuant to this part by a local government with a highly impacted tax digest less any

costs associated with the administration, operation, or marketing of the bingo game.

(1) 'Bingo game' or 'nonprofit bingo game' means a game of chance played on cards or

electronic bingo machines with numbered squares in which counters or indicators are

placed on numbers chosen by lot and won by covering a previously specified number or
order of numbered squares. A bingo game may be played manually or with an electronic
orcomputerdevice bingo machine that stores the numbers from a player's card or cards,

tracks the numbers chosen by lot when such numbers are entered by the player, and

notifies the player of a winning combination; provided, however, that, except as provided

for in this part, the numbers chosen by lot shall be chosen by a natural person who is

physically located on the premises or property described in Code Section 16-12-57 on
which the game is operated. Such words, terms, or phrases, as used in this paragraph,

shall be strictly construed to include only the series of acts generally defined as bingo and
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shall exclude all other activity. Such term shall also include a game played on an

electronic bingo machine.

(2) 'Bingo session' means a time period during which bingo games are played.

(2.1) 'Electronic bingo machine' means a stand-alone electronic or computer device on

which a bingo based game is played. provided that the person playing such game is

physically located within three feet of the machine and further provided that the numbers

chosen in such game need not be chosen by a natural person who is physically located on

the premises or property described in subsection (a) of Code Section 16-12-57 on which

the game is operated.

(2.2) 'Local government with a highly impacted tax digest' means a county that meets the

requirements _established pursuant to subsection (a) of Code Section 48-14-1 or any

municipal corporation located within such county.

(3) 'Nonprofit, tax-exempt organization' means an organization, association, corporation,
or other legal entity which has been determined by the federal Internal Revenue Service
to be exempt from taxation under federal tax law and which is exempt from taxation
under the income tax laws of this state under Code Section 48-7-25; which is organized
or incorporated in this state or authorized to do business in this state; and which uses the
proceeds from any bingo games conducted or operated by such organization solely within
this state.

(4) 'Operate,' 'operated,' or 'operating' means the direction, supervision, management,
operation, control, or guidance of activity.

(5) 'Recreational bingo' means a bingo session operated by any person or entity at no
charge to participants in which the prizes for each bingo game during the bingo session
shall be noncash prizes and the total of such prizes for each such game shall not exceed
the amount established pursuant to regulations established by the Secretary of State. No
such noncash prize awarded in recreational bingo shall be exchanged or redeemed for

money or for any other prize with a value in excess of the amount established pursuant

-20 -



521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535

536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546

24 Floor amend 2 AM 47 0120

to regulations established by the Secretary of State. Recreational bingo shall also include
a bingo session operated by a nonprofit, tax-exempt licensed operator of bingo games at
no charge to participants in which the participants are senior citizens attending a function
at a facility of the tax-exempt licensed organization or are residents of nursing homes,
retirement homes, senior centers, or hospitals and in which the prizes for each bingo
game during the bingo session shall be nominal cash prizes not to exceed $5.00 for any
single prize and the total of such prizes for each such game shall not exceed the amount
established pursuant to regulations established by the Secretary of State. Recreational
bingo shall also include a bingo session operated by an employer with ten or more
full-time employees for the purposes of providing a safe workplace incentive and in
which the prizes are determined by the employer; provided, however, that no monetary
consideration is required by any participant other than the employer and the employer
expressly prohibits any monetary consideration from any employee. Recreational bingo
shall not be considered a lottery as defined in paragraph (4) of Code Section 16-12-20 or
a form of gambling as defined in Code Section 16-12-21."

SECTION 2-3.
Said title is further amended in said part by adding new Code sections to read as follows:
"16-12-53.1.

(a) Any local government with a highly impacted tax digest desiring to obtain a license to

operate bingo games shall make application to the Secretary of State on forms prescribed

by the Secretary of State and shall pay an annual fee of $1.000.00. A bingo license issued

pursuant to this Code section shall be valid for ten years. Applications for renewal of a

bingo license shall be submitted to the Secretary of State not less than 60 days prior to the

expiration of the bingo license on a form prescribed by the Secretary of State.

(b) Each application for a bingo license and each application for renewal of a bingo license

shall contain the following information:
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547 (1) The name and mailing address of the applicant local government entity;

548 (2) The names, titles, and contact information of the persons who will be supervising the
549 operation of the bingo games for the local government entity:
550 3) A statement affirming that the applicant meets the requirements established pursuant

551 to subsection (a) of Code Section 48-14-1 or is a municipal corporation located within a

552 county that meets such requirements:

553 (4) The location at which the applicant will operate the bingo games and, if the premises
554 on which the games are to be operated are to be leased, a copy of the lease or rental
555 agreement; and

556 (5) Any other necessary and reasonable information which the Secretary of State may

557 require.
558 (c) The Secretary of State shall grant a bingo license to any applicant that provides fully

559 the information required by this Code section.

560 16-12-53.2.

561 (a) No electronic bingo machine shall be sold, leased. or otherwise furnished in the State

562 of Georgia without the Secretary of State first inspecting and testing the model of machine

563 that is being proposed for use in order to ensure that such machine is designed and shall

564 function for no purpose other than the game of bingo.

565 b) The Secretary of State may examine and inspect any portion of an electronic bingo

566 machine at any time. Such examination and inspection includes immediate access to any
567 portion of the electronic bingo machine the Secretary of State determines needs to be

568 1inspected or any system that is related to such machine.

569 (c) If the Secretary of State detects or discovers any problem with an electronic bingo

570 machine or its associated system that affects the security or integrity of the bingo game or

571 the system, the Secretary of State may direct the bingo location to cease the use of the

572 device or system as applicable. The Secretary of State may require the facility utilizing
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573 such electronic bingo machine to correct the problem or recall the device or system

574 immediately upon notification by the Secretary of State to the licensee that is responsible

575 for the electronic bingo game. If the bingo location detects or discovers any defect,

576 malfunction, or problem with any component of the system. the bingo location shall

577 immediately remove the component from use or play and immediately notify the Secretary
578 of State of such action.

579 (d) A licensee utilizing electronic bingo machines and the associated system must maintain

580 alog showing the date, model. and serial number of every machine that is in use at its

581 facility. This information is required to be reported monthly to the Secretary of State.

582  (e) Each manufacturer or distributor selling electronic bingo machines and the associated

583 system must maintain a log showing the date, model. serial number, and to whom they

584 were sold. This information is required to be reported monthly to the Secretary of State.

585 (f) Each licensee utilizing electronic bingo machines must maintain a record showing the
586 date, model number, and serial number for each machine it is utilizing. Additionally, all

587 records, reports, and receipts relating to an electronic bingo machine or its associated

588 system's sales, maintenance, and repairs must be retained by the entity licensed to operate

589 an electronic bingo game.

590 (g) No electronic bingo location may display, use, or otherwise furnish an electronic bingo

591 device having been marked, defaced, tampered with, or altered in any manner which may

592  deceive the public or affect a participant's chances of winning.
593 (h) The participant in any electronic bingo machine shall be physically present at the

594 electronic bingo location where the game is actually conducted and when the game is

595 called.

596 (i) Anelectronic bingo machine shall not be capable of dispensing currency by any means

597  or any other form of automatic payout.

598 (j)_A licensee shall maintain a record of each payout that is made from any electronic

599  bingo machine at its facility. The Secretary of State shall inspect such records not less than
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600 once per year. The Secretary of State may inspect the payout records required pursuant to

601 this subsection at any time he or she deems necessary.

602 (k) The Secretary of State shall develop a process to maintain records and receipts for all

603 payments made out to participants in electronic bingo. Such process shall contain, but not

604 be limited to, receipts that include:
605 (1) Name of the licensee:

606 (2) Session number:

607 (3) Time and date of purchase. The circuitry and programs that maintain and control the
608 time and date must be of the type that can only be reset by service personnel and must
609 retain the last transaction number issued even throughout adverse conditions or power

610 interruptions;
611 (4) Amount paid for the opportunity to play each game or game pack:

612 (5) Total amount paid; and

613 (6) A record of all voided transactions.

614 (1) In addition to any rules or regulations the Secretary of State adopts pursuant to Code

615 Section 16-12-61. the Secretary of State shall establish rules and regulations regarding the

616 minimum standards for electronic bingo machines.

617 (m) Any violation of this Code section shall be punished by a fine of no more

618  than $5.000.00."

619 SECTION 2-4.

620 Said title is further amended in said part by revising Code Section 16-12-57, relating to
621 restrictions as to ownership of premises utilized, as follows:

622 "16-12-57.

623 (a) Bingo games shall be operated only on premises owned by the nonprofit, tax-exempt
624  organization operating the bingo game, on property leased by the nonprofit, tax-exempt

625 organization and-used
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626 ofabmgogame, or on property leased by the nonprofit, tax-exempt organization operating
627 the bingo game from another nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.

628 (b) Notwithstanding any provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section to the contrary,

629 alocal government with a highly impacted tax digest licensed pursuant to this part may

630 operate a bingo game pursuant to this part and shall be authorized to contract with a private

631 entity to operate such bingo game. The adjusted net income from a bingo game operated

632 pursuant to this part shall be used for a public purpose. A bingo game operated pursuant

633  to this part may utilize one or more electronic bingo machines.”

634 SECTION 2-5.

635 Said title is further amended in said part by revising Code Section 16-12-60, relating to rules
636 and regulations, as follows:

637 "16-12-60.

638 (a) A licensee that conducts or operates a bingo session shall maintain the following

639 records for at least three years from the date on which the bingo session is conducted or

640 operated:

641 (1) An itemized list of the gross receipts for each session;

642 (2) Anitemized list of all expenses other than prizes that are incurred in the conducting
643 or _operation of the bingo session as well as the name of each person to whom the
644 expenses are paid and a receipt for all of the expenses;

645 (3) Alistof all prizes awarded during the bingo session and the name and address of all

646 persons who are winners of prizes of $50.00 or more in value;

647 (4) Anitemized list of the recipients other than the licensee of the proceeds of the bingo
648 game, including the name and address of each recipient to whom such funds are
649 distributed; and

650 (5) A record of the number of persons who participate in any bingo session conducted

651 or operated by the licensee.
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652 (b) A licensee shall:

653 (1) Own all the equipment used to conduct or operate a bingo game or lease such
654 equipment;

655 (2) Display its bingo license conspicuously at the location where the bingo game is
656 conducted or operated;

657 (3) Conduct or operate bingo games only at the single location or locations specified in
658 the licensee's application; and

659 (4) Not conduct or operate more than onre three bingo sesston sessions during any one

660 calendar day, whteh provided that each session shall not exceed five hours.
661
662
663

664 (&) A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization shall not lend its name nor allow its identity to
665 beused by any individual, firm, association, or corporation in the operating or advertising
666 ofabingo game in which said nonprofit, tax-exempt organization is not directly and solely
667  operating the bingo game.

668
669
670
671  H(d) It shall be unlawful to award prizes in excess of $3;066:66 $6.000.00 in cash or gifts

672 of equivalent value during any calendar week. It shall be unlawful to exceed such
673 limitation at any combination of locations operated by a single licensee or such licensee's
674 agents or employees. It shall be unlawful for two or more licensees to pyramid the
675 valuation of prizes in such manner as to exceed the limitation contained in this Code
676 section. The term 'equivalent value' shall mean the fair market value of the gift on the date

677 the gift is given as the prize in a bingo game.

-6 -



678
679
680
681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695

696
697
698
699
700
701
702

24 Floor amend 2 AM 47 0120

tg)(e) No person or organization by whatever name or composition thereof shall take-any

suchgamesonsuchday receive any of the proceeds of a bingo game; provided, however,

that a commercially reasonable amount may be paid for the skill and tasks required for

conducting or operating a bingo game; provided, further, that such amount is a fixed sum

or fixed hourly rate agreed upon in advance and not determined as a percentage of the

proceeds.

th(f) No person shall pay consulting fees to any person for any services performed in

relation to the operationorconduct conduct or operation of a bingo game.

tD(g) A person who is a member of more than one nonprofit, tax-exempt organization

shall be permitted to participate in the bingo operations of only two organizations of which
such person is a member; provided, however, that such person shall not receive more-than

$36-06perday any payment or proceeds in violation of subsection (e) of this Code section

for assisting in the conduct or operation of bingo games regardless of whether such person
assists both organizations in the same day.

(h) The provisions of this Code section shall not apply to a local government with a highly

impacted tax digest licensed pursuant to this part.”

SECTION 2-6.
Code Section 48-14-1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to grants to
counties containing more than 20,000 acres of state-owned land not subject to taxation, limit
on amount of grants, evaluation and assessment, and procedure for billing State Forestry
Commission, 1s amended as follows:
"48-14-1.

(a)(1) For the purposes of this subsection, the term:
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(A) 'Bingo license' means a license granted to a qualified county pursuant to Part 2 of

Article 2 of Chapter 12 of Title 16.

(B) 'Grant' means funds granted to a county by the State Forestry Commission for state

owned land.

(C) 'Qualified county' means a county which consists of at least 50,000 acres of state

owned land on which such county is not lawfully able to collect tax revenue.

(D) 'State owned land' means land in a qualified county that the State of Georgia owns

from which the county receives no tax revenue.

(2) The governing authority of a qualified county may receive a grant for state owned

land. The amount of funds to be granted pursuant to such grant shall not exceed the

amount the qualified county would have received were the land subject to taxation during

the applicable time period based on property evaluation and millage assessment.

(3) A qualified county that has a bingo license and is operating one or more bingo games

shall not receive a grant pursuant to this subsection. After a qualified county has

collected proceeds from its bingo game or games in an amount greater than the amount

it otherwise would have been qualified to receive from a grant pursuant to paragraph (2)

of this subsection for that fiscal year, the qualified county shall remit to the State of

Georgia 5 percent of its adjusted net income from bingo games for that fiscal year.

(b) Immediately upon an evaluation of the property involved and a determination of the
millage assessment for the property, the county tax official for the county involved shall
bill the State Forestry Commission for the proper amount as determined under this Code

section. The county tax official shall send the bill to the State Forestry Commission at the
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730 same time as the county tax bills are sent to the property owners of the county who are

731  subject to county taxation.”

732 PART III
733 SECTION 3-1.
734 This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2024.

735 SECTION 3-2.
736 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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