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Senate Bill 37
By: Senators Robertson of the 29th, Albers of the 56th, Hatchett of the 50th, Summers of the
13th, Kirkpatrick of the 32nd and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 16 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to general provisions regarding sheriffs, so as to revise qualification requirements
for the office of sheriff; to require certification as a peace officer at the time of qualifying as
a candidate for sheriff; to require such candidate to be in good standing with the Georgia
Peace Officer Standards and Training Council; to provide for a confirming affidavit; to
provide for a definition; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for

other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Article 1 of Chapter 16 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
general provisions regarding sheriffs, isamended by revising subparagraph (c)(1)(J) of Code
Section 15-16-1, relating to qualification requirements for sheriff and exemptions, as follows:
"(J) At the time of qualifying as a candidate for the office of sheriff, ts-aregistered

peace-officer-asprovidedt-Code-Seection-35-8-16-or is a certified peace officer as

defined in Chapter 8 of Title 35 and is in good standing with the Georgia Peace Officer

Standards and Training Council. Upon request of the person seeking to qualify as a

candidate for the office of sheriff, the executive director of the Georgia Peace Officer
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Standards and Training Council shall create and provide for an affidavit attesting to

such person's compliance with this subparagraph. Such affidavit shall be signed by the

executive director of the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council, or his

or her designee, and the person seeking to qualify as a candidate for the office of sheriff

and shall be presented to the proper elections official prior to the end of the established

period of qualification in order to qualify as a candidate. As used in this subparagraph,

the term 'in good standing with the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training

Council' means that a peace officer has never had his or her peace officer certification

revoked by the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council; within the

preceding five years, has not had his or her certification suspended by the Georgia

Peace Officer Standards and Training Council; and, upon the opening date of the

established period of qualification, is not under any sanction imposed by the Georgia

Peace Officer Standards and Training Council. Any-petsef-whetshnotaregistered-or
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45 SECTION 2.

46 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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