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September 28, 2021

Honorable Greg S. Griffin, State Auditor
Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts
270 Washington Street, S.W., Suite 1-156
Atlanta, GA 30334

HOUSE BILL 657 (L.C 43 1942)

Dear Mr. Griffin:

As requested, we have made an actuarial investigation of the impact of House Bill 657 (LC 43 1942) on
the Employees' Retirement System in accordance with the requirements of Code Section 47-20-36.

This bill would provide that sworn law enforcement officers serving in and the commissioner and deputy
commiissioner of the Motor Carrier Compliance Division and the Capitol Police Division of the
Department of Public Safety shall be eligible to retire after attaining age 55 and receive the regular
retirement benefits under the existing provisions of ERS, subject to a mimimum monthly retirement
benefit equal to two percent of highest average compensation per year of creditable service. Such
participants shall be eligible to obtain up to an additional five years of creditable service in ERS for the
period of local full-time service, not to exceed actual service under the local governing authority.

In order to be granted past creditable service under this legislation, the member must (1) not be eligible
for a defined benefit or defined contribution retirement or pension plan while employed by the local
governing authority (excluding membership in the Peace Officers' Annuity and Benefit Fund), (2) have
been a member of ERS for at least ten years and (3) pay to the board of trustees of ERS an amount
determined to cover the full actuarial cost of granting the past creditable service.

This bill also provides that such a member of the Motor Carrier Compliance Division and the Capitol
Police Division of the Department of Public Safety who is a contributing members of ERS and who
becomes permanently disabled due to an act of external violence or injury incurred in the line of duty
shall, after making written application to the board of trustees and after a medical examination and upon
certification by the medical board that such member is permanently disabled, be entitled to a monthly
disability allowance as computed on the member’s life expectancy without option. This monthly disability
allowance shall be payable to the member only, during his or her life or length of disability, shall not
exceed 80 percent of the service allowance that would have been payable to the member had he or she
accumulated not more than 30 years of creditable service and had retired at age 65.
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