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House Bill 652
By: Representative Ballinger of the 23

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 2 of Chapter 11 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to juvenile court administration, so as to provide that juvenile court judges shall be
elected by electors of the judicial circuit in which the judge is to serve; to provide for
full-time and part-time juvenile court judges; to repeal provisions relating to the appointment
of juvenile court judges; to provide for judicial circuits for juvenile courts; to provide for the
number of judges for each of the juvenile courts; to provide for elections of juvenile court
judges; to provide for appointment upon vacancy; to preserve current terms of office for
currently serving juvenile court judges; to revise the compensation of juvenile court judges;
to repeal provisions related to the appointment of associate juvenile courts judges, associate
juvenile court traffic judges, and pro tempore juvenile court judges; to provide for related

matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Avrticle 2 of Chapter 11 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
juvenile court administration, is amended by revising Code Section 15-11-50, relating to

creation of juvenile courts and appointment of judges, as follows:
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"15-11-50.

(a)(1) There is created a juvenile court in every county in the state.

(2) _The juvenile courts shall be divided into judicial circuits, the composition of which

shall be the same as provided for the superior courts in Code Section 15-6-1.

(3) The number and full-time or part-time classification of judges for each of the juvenile

courts composing a judicial circuit shall be equal to the nhumber and classification of

judges of the juvenile court as has been provided for by law, including, but not limited

to, associate juvenile court judges appointed as provided for under Code

Section 15-11-60 and superior court judges assuming the duties of juvenile court judges

who shall be considered, for purposes of this paragraph, to hold full-time juvenile court

judgeships within each county composing a judicial circuit as reflected on June 30, 2019.

(b)(1) Each judge of the juvenile courts shall be elected by the electors of the judicial

circuit in which such judge is to serve. Exeeptwhere-electtontsprovided-bylocaHaw,
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or-acombination-of-fut-time-and-part time: Each etreuit-wide judge appointed of the

juvenile courts shall have the authority to act as judge of each juvenile court in each

county of the circuit.

(2) Each judge of the juvenile courts shall be elected on a nonpartisan basis as provided

by law and shall serve for a term of four years. Elections shall be held at the general

election in the year in which the incumbent's term expires, and judges so elected shall

take office on the first day of January following such election.

(3)_In the event of a vacancy in the office of judge of the juvenile court for any reason

except the expiration of the term of office, the Governor shall appoint a qualified person
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jtetgeshiphasrot-beenestablished: Notwithstanding subsection (a) or (b) of this Code

section or any other law:
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who shall serve as provided in Article VI, Section VII, Paragraphs |1l and IV of the

Constitution.
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(d)

(1) _Any juvenile court judge in office on July 1, 2021, including, but not limited to, any

associate juvenile court judge, shall be authorized to fulfill his or her term of office, if

such term has been established, and the methods of compensation, selection, operation,

and appointment powers of such juvenile court judge or associate juvenile court judge

shall continue until such time as the expiration of his or her term of office; provided,

however, that if his or her term of office expires prior to December 31 in the year in

which such term expires, such term shall be deemed extended by law and shall expire on

December 31 immediately following the general election in the year in which his or her

term expires; and

(2) The juvenile court judgeships of superior court judges assuming the duties of juvenile

court judges shall be deemed to expire on December 31, 2021.
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{g)ytrtheeventthatmore When more than one juvenile court judge is appotnted elected

in a judicial circuit, one such juvenile court judge shall be designated presiding judge by

majority election of the juvenile court judges of such judicial circuit; provided, however,

that when a judicial circuit has only two juvenile court judges, the juvenile court judge with

the most time in service as a judge within this state shall be designated presiding judge;

provided, further, that when both juvenile court judges have equal time periods of service,

the presiding judge shall be as determined by the Council of Juvenile Court Judges.

SECTION 2.

Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-51, relating to qualification

of judges, as follows:
"15-11-51.
(a) No person shall be judge of the juvenile court unless, at the time of his or her
appetntment election, he or she has attained the age of 30 years, has been a citizen of this
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95 state for three years, is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, and has practiced law for five
96 years.
97 (b) A juvenile court judge shall be eligible for reappointmentor reelection.”

98 SECTION 3.

99 Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-52, relating to terms and
100 compensation of judges, as follows:
101 "15-11-52.
102 (a)
103 tb) The compensation of the full-time o+part=time juvenile court judges shall be set by the

104 stipertor-cotrtwith-the-approvat-ofthe governing authority or governing authorities of the
105 county or counties for which the juvenile court judge is appointed elected but such

106 compensation shall not be less than $115.000.00 annually. The compensation of the

107 part-time juvenile court judges shall be set by the governing authority or governing

108 authorities of the county or counties for which the juvenile court judage is elected but such

109 compensation shall not be less than $115,000.00, pro rata for the number of days such

110 juvenile court judge works weekly.

111 te)(b) Out of funds appropriated to the judicial branch of government, the state shall

112 contribute toward the salary of the judges on a per circuit basis in the following amounts:

113 (1) Each circuitwith one or more juvenile court judges who are not superior court judges
114 assuming the duties of juvenile court judges shall receive a state grant of $100,000.00;
115 (2) In addition to the amount set forth in paragraph (1) of this subsection, each circuit
116 which has more than four superior court judges shall be eligible for additional state grants
117 in the amount of $25,000.00 per superior court judgeship exceeding four judges in such
118 circuit; and

119 (3) Incircuits where the superior court judges elect to use the state grant for one or more
120 part-time judges, the amount of the state grant shall be as follows; provided, however,

H. B. 652

-5-



21 LC 48 0381

121 that such grant shall not exceed the amount the circuit is eligible to receive under

122 paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection:

123 (A) For each part-time judge who works one day

124 weekly ... $20,000.00

125 (B) For each part-time judge who works two days

126 weekly ... 40,000.00

127 (C) For each part-time judge who works three

128 daysweekly ........... .. .. .. .. . . .. 60,000.00; and
129 (D) For each part-time judge who works four

130 daysweekly ........ ... .. ... .. . 80,000.00antt.

131  {4)(c) All state grants provided by this subsection shall be spent solely on salaries for

132 juvenile court judges and shall not be used for any other purposes.”

133 SECTION 4.

134  Sucharticle is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-54, relating to administration
135 and expenses of juvenile courts, as follows:

136 "15-11-54.

137
138  foradministrativeptrposes:

139 tb) The governing authority of the county of residence of each juvenile court judge shall

140 offer the juvenile court judge insurance benefits and any other benefits except retirement
141 or pension benefits equivalent to those offered to employees of the county, with a right to
142 contribution from other counties in the circuit for a pro rata contribution toward the costs
143 of such benefits, based on county population. Counties shall continue to provide

144 membership in retirement plans available to county employees for any juvenile court judge
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145 in office before July 1, 1998, who did not become a member of the Georgia Judicial
146 Retirement System provided by Chapter 23 of Title 47.

147  {e)(b) Except for state grants provided by Code Section 15-11-52, all expenditures of the
148 court are declared to be an expense of the court and payable out of the county treasury with
149 the approval of the governing authority or governing authorities of the county or counties
150  for which the juvenile court judge is appointed elected.”

151 SECTION 5.

152  Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-56, relating to simultaneous
153 service by judges, as follows:

154 "15-11-56.

155 (a) No person who is serving as a full-time juvenile court judge shall at the same time hold
156 the office of judge of any other class of court of this state.

157 (b) No person serving as a juvenile court judge after being elected juvenile court judge
158 pursuant to a local law authorized by a constitutional amendment shall at the same time
159 hold the office of judge of any other class of court of this state.

160 (c) Nothing in this Code section shall prevent any duly appotnted-or elected juvenile court
161  judge from sitting by designation as a superior court judge pursuant to Code Section
162 15-1-9.1”

163 SECTION 6.
164 Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-57, relating to
165 commissioning of juvenile court judges and appointment of associate juvenile court judges,

166 as follows:
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167  "15-11-57.
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176 theclerkofthejuvenite-courtshattforward acertiti

177  the-CounettofJuvenite-CotrtJudges Reserved.”

178 SECTION 7.

179 Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-59, relating to educational
180 seminars, as follows:

181  "15-11-59.

182 (a) The Council of Juvenile Court Judges, in conjunction with the Institute of Continuing
183 Judicial Education of Georgia, shall establish seminars for all judges ant-assectatejtventte
184  eetrtjudgesexereising of the juvenile eourtjuriseietion courts and may make provisions
185 relative to such seminars by court rules properly adopted.

186 (b) Seminars shall offer instruction and training in juvenile law and procedure, child
187 development and psychology, sociological theories relative to delinquency and breakdown
188 of the family structure, and such other training and activities as the council may determine
189  would promote the quality of justice in the juvenile court system.

190 (c) Expenses of administration of seminar programs and actual expenses incurred by the
191  judges or-assoctate of the juvenile eotrtjudges courts in attending such seminars shall be

192 paid from state funds appropriated for the council for such purpose, from federal funds

H. B. 652
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193 available to the council for such purpose, or from other sources. Judges ane-assoctate of
194 the juvenile eotrtitdges courts shall receive the same expense and travel allowances which
195 members of the General Assembly receive for attending meetings of legislative interim
196 committees.

197 (d) Each judge antd-assoctate of the juvenile eotrtjudge-exercistngftventejurisdiction
198 courts shall receive training appropriate to the role and participate in at least 12 hours of
199 continuing legal education or continuing judicial education established or approved by the

200 council each year and meet such rules as established by the council pertaining to such

201 training.
202 jtaett
203  ContinutngJudictalEducationof-Georgta:  Judges of the ant-assoctate juvenile cotrt

204 judges courts shall not exercise juvenile court jurisdiction unless the council certifies that

205 annual training has been accomplished or unless the judge is in the first year of his or her
206 initial appotntment election; provided, however, that the council may in hardship cases

207 extend deadlines for compliance with this Code section.”

208 SECTION 8.

209 Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-60, relating to associate
210 juvenile court judges and qualifications, as follows:

211  "15-11-60.

212
213
214
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Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-61, relating to associate

juvenile court traffic judges, as follows:

"15-11-61.

SECTION 10.

Such article is further amended by revising Code Section 15-11-62, relating to pro tempore

juvenile court judges, as follows:
"15-11-62.
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SECTION 11.
This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2021.

SECTION 12.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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