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House Bill 484
By: Representatives Frye of the 118", Holcomb of the 81, Beverly of the 143", Nguyen of
the 89", Alexander of the 66", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To enact the Georgia Voting Rights Act; to amend Chapter 4 of Title 1 of the Official Code
of Georgia Annotated, relating to holidays and observances, so as to make primary and
election days state holidays; to amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to elections and primaries generally, so as to change the date of the
nonpartisan election; to provide for same day voter registration and voting; to provide for
funding for regular upgrades to voting equipment; to provide for the form of nonpartisan
ballot; to change the period of advance voting; to provide for two hours time off for
employees to vote; to provide for related matters; to amend Title 28 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to the General Assembly, so as to prohibit the enactment of
provisions that would change the duties or powers of elected officials between the time of
their election and taking office; to establish the Georgia Voting Rights Commission; to
provide for its composition, manner of appointment, powers, and duties; to provide for an
independent Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office; to provide for its
powers and duties; to provide for the manner and time for redistricting of congressional
districts and House of Representatives and Senate districts; to provide a short title; to provide

for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
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21 LC 28 0085
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Georgia Voting Rights Act."”

SECTION 2.

Chapter 4 of Title 1 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to holidays and
observances, is amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 1-4-1, relating to public
and legal holidays and leave for observance of religious holidays not specifically provided
for, as follows:

“(b) The Governor shall close all state offices and facilities a minimum of 12 days

throughout the year and not more than 12 days in observance of the public and legal

holidays and other days set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section and shall specify the

days state offices and facilities shall be closed for such observances. In addition, the

Governor shall close all state offices and facilities on all state-wide primary and election

days. Any employee having to work on such days as a result of having official duties to

perform in connection with such primary or election shall be permitted to take an additional

day of annual leave in compensation for such holiday.”

SECTION 3.
Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elections and
primaries generally, isamended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 21-2-132, relating
to filing notice of candidacy, nomination petition, and affidavit, payment of qualifying fee,
pauper's affidavit and qualifying petition for exemption from qualifying fee, and military
service, as follows:
"(c) All candidates seeking election in a nonpartisan election shall file their notice of

candidacy and pay the prescribed qualifying fee by the date prescribed in this subsection
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41 in order to be eligible to have their names placed on the nonpartisan election ballot by the
42 Secretary of State or election superintendent, as the case may be, in the following manner:

43 (1) Each candidate for the office of judge of the superior court, Judge of the Court of

44 Appeals, or Justice of the Supreme Court, or the candidate's agent, desiring to have his
45 or her name placed on the nonpartisan election ballot shall file a notice of candidacy,
46 giving his or her name, residence address, and the office sought, in the office of the

47 Secretary of State no earlier than 9:00 A.M. on the Monday of the eleventh thirty-fifth
48 week immediately prior to the election and no later than 12:00 Noon on the Friday
49 immediately following such Monday, notwithstanding the fact that any such days may

50 be legal holidays;

51 (2) Each candidate for a county judicial office, a local board of education office, or an
52 office of a consolidated government, or the candidate's agent, desiring to have his or her
53 name placed on the nonpartisan election ballot shall file a notice of candidacy in the

54 office of the superintendent no earlier than 9:00 A.M. on the Monday of the eleventh
55 thirty-fifth week immediately prior to the election and no later than 12:00 Noon on the

56 Friday immediately following such Monday, notwithstanding the fact that any such days
57 may be legal holidays;

58 (3)(A) Each candidate for a nonpartisan municipal office or a designee shall file a
59 notice of candidacy in the office of the municipal superintendent of such candidate's
60 municipality during the municipality's nonpartisan qualifying period. Each municipal
61 superintendent shall designate the days of such qualifying period, which shall be no less
62 than three days and no more than five days. The days of the qualifying period shall be
63 consecutive days. Nonpartisan qualifying periods shall commence no earlier than 8:30
64 A.M. on the third Monday in August immediately preceding the general election and
65 shall end no later than 4:30 P.M. on the following Friday; and, in the case of a special
66 election, the municipal nonpartisan qualifying period shall commence no earlier than
67 the date of the call and shall end no later than 25 days prior to the election.
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(B) Inany case in which no individual has filed a notice of candidacy and paid the
prescribed qualifying fee to fill a particular office in a nonpartisan municipal election,
the governing authority of the municipality shall be authorized to reopen qualifying for
candidates at 9:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the close of the preceding
qualifying period and cease such qualifying at 5:00 P.M. on the Tuesday immediately
following such Monday, notwithstanding the fact that any such days may be legal
holidays; and
(4) In any case where an incumbent has filed a notice of candidacy and paid the
prescribed qualifying fee in a nonpartisan election to succeed himself or herself in office
but withdraws as a candidate for such office prior to the close of the applicable qualifying
period prescribed in this subsection, qualifying for candidates other than such incumbent
shall be reopened at 9:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the close of the preceding
qualifying period and shall cease at 5:00 P.M. on the Tuesday immediately following

such reopening, notwithstanding the fact that any such days may be legal holidays.”

SECTION 4.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 21-2-133, relating
to giving notice of intent of write-in candidacy, filing of affidavit, limitations on candidacy,
and certification of candidates, as follows:
“(@) No person elected on a write-in vote shall be eligible to hold office unless a notice of
his or her intention of candidacy was filed and published no earlier than January 1 and no
later than the Tuesday after the first Monday in September prior to the election for county,

state, and federal elections; A

later than seven days after the close of the municipal qualifying period for municipal

elections in the case of a general election; or no later than seven days after the close of the

special election qualifying period for a special election by the person to be a write-in
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94 candidate or by some other person or group of persons qualified to vote in the subject

95 election, as follows:

96 (1) Inastate general or special election, a notice shall be filed with the Secretary of State
97 and published in a newspaper of general circulation in the state;
98 (2) In a general or special election of county officers, a notice shall be filed with the
99 superintendent of elections in the county in which he or she is to be a candidate and
100 published in the official organ of the same county; or
101 (3) In a municipal general or special election, a notice shall be filed with the

102 superintendent and published in the official gazette of the municipality holding the
103 election.

104 In the event that such intention of candidacy is filed and published by a person or group of
105 persons other than the candidate, such person or group of persons shall also file a written,

106 notarized authorization by the candidate for such filing and publication.”

107 SECTION 5.

108 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 21-2-138, relating to nonpartisan
109 elections for judicial offices, as follows:

110  "21-2-138.

111 The names of all candidates who have qualified with the Secretary of State for the office
112 of judge of a superior court, Judge of the Court of Appeals, or Justice of the Supreme Court
113 of this state and the names of all candidates who have qualified with the election
114 superintendent for the office of judge of a state court shall be placed on the ballot in a
115 nonpartisan election to be held and conducted jointly with the general primary election in
116 each even-numbered year. No candidates for any such office shall be nominated by a
117 political party or by a petition as a candidate of a political body or as an independent
118 candidate. Candidates for any such office shall have their names placed on the nonpartisan

119 portion of each ballot by complying with the requirements prescribed in Code
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120 Section 21-2-132 specifically related to such nonpartisan candidates and by paying the
121 requisite qualifying fees as prescribed in Code Section 21-2-131. Candidates shall be listed
122 onthe official ballot in a nonpartisan election as provided in Code Sections 21-2-284.1 and
123 21-2-285.1, respectively. Except as otherwise specified in this chapter, the procedures to
124 be employed in conducting the nonpartisan election of judges of state courts, judges of
125 superior courts, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and Justices of the Supreme Court shall
126 conform as nearly as practicable to the procedures governing general elections; and such
127 general election procedures as are necessary to complete this nonpartisan election process

128 shall be adopted in a manner consistent with such nonpartisan elections.”

129 SECTION 6.

130 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 21-2-139, relating
131 to nonpartisan elections authorized and the conduct thereof, as follows:

132 “(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter to the contrary, the General
133  Assembly may provide by local Act for the election in nonpartisan elections of candidates
134 to fill county judicial offices, offices of local boards of education, and offices of
135 consolidated governments which are filled by the vote of the electors of said county or
136 political subdivision. Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, the procedures
137 to be employed in such nonpartisan elections shall conform as nearly as practicable to the
138 procedures governing nonpartisan elections as provided in this chapter. Except as
139 otherwise provided in this Code section, the election procedures established by any existing
140 local law which provides for the nonpartisan election of candidates to fill county offices
141 shall conform to the general procedures governing nonpartisan elections as provided in this
142 chapter, and such nonpartisan elections shall be conducted in accordance with the
143 applicable provisions of this chapter, notwithstanding the provisions of any existing local
144 law. For those offices for which the General Assembly, pursuant to this Code section,

145 provided by local Act for election in nonpartisan primaries and elections, such offices shall
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no longer require nonpartisan primaries. Such officers shall be elected in nonpartisan
elections held and conducted in conjunction with the general primary election in
even-numbered years in accordance with this chapter without a prior nonpartisan primary.
This Code section shall apply to all nonpartisan elections for members of consolidated
governments. All nonpartisan elections for members of consolidated governments shall
be governed by the provisions of this Code section and shall be considered county elections
and not municipal elections for the purposes of this Code section. Nonpartisan elections

for municipal offices shall be conducted on the dates provided in the municipal charter.”

SECTION 7.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 21-2-220, relating
to application for registration, identification requirement, rejection for failure to provide
required information or for submission of false information, and aid to disabled or illiterate,
as follows:
“(@) Any person desiring to register as an elector shall apply to do so by making
application to a registrar or deputy registrar of such person's county of residence in person,
by submission of the federal post card application form as authorized under Code
Section 21-2-219, by making application through the Department of Driver Services as
provided in Code Section 21-2-221, by making application through the Department of
Natural Resources as provided in Code Section 21-2-221.1, by making application online
as provided in Code Section 21-2-221.2, by making application through designated offices
as provided in Code Section 21-2-222, ef by making application by mail as provided in

Code Section 21-2-223, or by making application in person as provided in Code

Section 21-2-224.1 at the polling place for the precinct in which such person's residence

is located on the day of the primary or election or at the office of the registrar or absentee

ballot clerk during the advance voting period specified under subsection (d) of Code
Section 21-2-385."
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SECTION 8.
Said chapter is further amended by repealing in its entirety Code Section 21-2-220.1, relating

to required documentation for voter registration.

SECTION 9.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (b) of Code
Section 21-2-224, relating to registration deadlines, restrictions on voting in primaries,
official list of electors, and voting procedure when portion of county changed from one
county to another, as follows:

"(a) Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-224.1, if #f any person whose

name is not on the list of registered electors maintained by the Secretary of State under this
article desires to vote at any general primary, general election, or presidential preference
primary, such person shall make application as provided in this article by the close of
business on the fifth Monday or, if such Monday is a legal holiday, by the close of business
on the following business day prior to the date of such general primary, general election,
or presidential preference primary.

(b) If any person whose name is not on the list of registered electors maintained by the
Secretary of State under this article desires to vote at any special primary or special
election, such person shall make application as provided in this article no later than either
the close of business on the fifth day after the date of the call for the special primary or
special election, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays of this state, or the close
of business on the fifth Monday prior to the date of the special primary or special election
or, if such Monday is a legal holiday, by the close of business on the following business
day, whichever is later; except that:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Code Section 21-2-224.1, if +f such special primary

or special election is held in conjunction with a general primary, general election, or

presidential preference primary, the registration deadline for such special primary or
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special election shall be the same as the registration deadline for the general primary,
general election, or presidential preference primary in conjunction with which the special
primary or special election is being conducted; or

(2) If such special primary or special election is not held in conjunction with a general
primary, general election, or presidential preference primary but is held on one of the
dates specified in Code Section 21-2-540 for the conduct of special elections to present
a question to the voters or special primaries or elections to fill vacancies in elected county
or municipal offices, the registration deadline for such a special primary or election shall
be at the close of business on the fifth Monday prior to the date of the special primary or
election or, if such Monday is a legal holiday, by the close of business on the following

business day.”

SECTION 10.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

"21-2-224.1.

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any person may register and vote

in accordance with this Code section on the day of a primary or election or during the

period of advance voting as specified in subsection (d) of Code Section 21-2-385.

(b) A person who is not registered to vote or did not reqgister by the deadlines specified in

Code Section 21-2-224 may go to the polling place for the precinct in which such person's

residence is located on the day of a primary or election or to the reqistrar's office or the

office of the reqistrar or absentee ballot clerk, as appropriate, during the period specified

under subsection (d) of Code Section 21-2-385 and reqgister to vote by completing an

official voter reqistration application as provided in subsection (a) of Code Section

21-2-219 and providing to the poll officers, reqistrars, or absentee ballot clerk, as the case

may be, one of the forms of identification as provided in subsection (c) of Code Section

21-2-417 or a legible copy thereof.
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224 (c) A person at his or her polling place, upon fully completing the voter registration

225 application and providing the appropriate identification, shall be issued a provisional ballot

226 in the same manner as persons whose names are not on the electors list for such polling

227 place under Code Section 21-2-418. For a person at the reqgistrar's office or the office of

228 the registrar or absentee ballot clerk, as appropriate, during the period specified under

229 subsection (d) of Code Section 21-2-385, upon fully completing the voter reqgistration

230 application and providing the appropriate identification, either the registrars shall determine

231 such person's qualifications immediately and, if found qualified, allow such person to vote

232 in the same manner as other electors or, if there is insufficient time for whatever reason for

233 the registrars to make such determination or if the person is attempting to vote at the

234 absentee ballot clerk's office, such person shall be issued a provisional ballot in the same

235 manner as persons whose names are not on the electors list for such polling place under

236 Code Section 21-2-418 and shall vote such provisional ballot in the same manner as such

237 persons at the polls.

238 (d) Persons in line waiting to complete voter reqistration applications at the time of the

239 closing of the polls shall be permitted to complete the voter registration application,

240 provide the appropriate identification, and vote a provisional ballot.

241 (e) The poll officer verifying the person's identity shall initial the person's voter

242 registration application.”

243 SECTION 11.

244 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 21-2-285.1, relating to form of
245 ballot in nonpartisan elections, run-off election, and declaration of prevailing candidate as
246  duly elected, as follows:

247  "21-2-285.1.

248 The names of all candidates for offices which the General Assembly has by general law or

249 local Act provided for election in a nonpartisan election shall be printed on each official
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primary general election ballot; and insofar as practicable such offices to be filled in the

nonpartisan election shall be separated from the names of candidates for party nomination
to other offices by being listed last on each ballot, with the top of that portion of each
official primary general election ballot relating to the nonpartisan election to have printed
in prominent type the words 'OFFICIAL NONPARTISAN ELECTION BALLOT."

ary: Directions that explain
how to cast a vote, how to write in a candidate, and how to obtain a new ballot after the
elector spoils his or her ballot shall appear immediately under the caption, as specified by
rule or regulation of the State Election Board. Immediately under the directions, the name
of each such nonpartisan candidate shall be arranged alphabetically by last name under the
title of the office for which they are candidates and be printed thereunder. The incumbency
of a candidate seeking election for the public office he or she then holds shall be indicated
on the ballot. No party designation or affiliation shall appear beside the name of any
candidate for nonpartisan office. An appropriate space shall also be placed on the ballot
for the casting of write-in votes for such offices. In the event that no candidate in such
nonpartisan election receives a majority of the total votes cast for such office, there shall
be a nonpartisan election runoff between the candidates receiving the two highest numbers
of votes; and the names of such candidates shall be placed on the official ballot at the

general primary election runoff in the same manner as prescribed in this Code section for

the nonpartisan election an

rureff. In the event that only nonpartisan candidates are to be placed on a run-off ballot,

the form of the ballot shall be as prescribed by the Secretary of State or election
superintendent in essentially the same format as prescribed for the nonpartisan election.

The candidate having a majority of the votes cast in the nonpartisan election or the
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candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast in the nonpartisan election runoff shall

be declared duly elected to such office.”

SECTION 12.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code
Section 21-2-300, relating to provision of new voting equipment by state, contingent upon
appropriations, county responsibilities, education, and county and municipal contracts for
equipment, as follows:
"(@)(1) The equipment used for casting and counting votes in county, state, and federal
elections shall be the same in each county in this state and shall be provided to each

county by the state, as determined by the Secretary of State. The General Assembly shall

provide adequate funding for reqular updates to such voting equipment.”

SECTION 13.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (h) of Code Section 21-2-325, relating
to form of ballot labels generally, as follows:
“(h) In primaries, the ballot labels containing the names of candidates seeking nomination
by a political party shall be segregated on the face of the machine in adjacent rows or
columns by parties, the priority of such political parties on the ballot labels to be

determined in the order prescribed by subsection (c) of Code Section 21-2-285. &

eteettenalso: In nonpartisan elections, the ballot labels shall include a separate portion for

the names of candidates seeking election in a nonpartisan election and the heading and
arrangement of such candidates shall be as prescribed by Code Section 21-2-285.1 insofar
as practicable. At the top of the separate portion shall be printed in prominent type the
words 'OFFICIAL NONPARTISAN ELECTION BALLOT.”
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SECTION 14.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (d) of Code Section 21-2-385, relating

to procedure for voting by absentee ballot and advance voting, as follows:

"(d)(1) There shall be a period of advance voting that shall commence:
(A) On the fourth fifth Monday immediately prior to each primary or election;
(B) On the fourth fifth Monday immediately prior to a runoff from a general primary;
(C) On the fourth fifth Monday immediately prior to a runoff from a general election
in which there are candidates for a federal office on the ballot in the runoff; and
(D) Assoon as possible prior to a runoff from any other general election in which there
are only state or county candidates on the ballot in the runoff but no later than the
second Monday immediately prior to such runoff
and shall end on the Friday immediately prior to each primary, election, or runoff.
Voting shall be conducted during normal business hours on weekdays during such period
and shall be conducted on the second Saturday and Sunday prior to a primary or election
during the hours of 9:00 A.M. through 4:00 P.M.; provided, however, that-th-primartes

that, if such second Saturday or
Sunday is a public and legal holiday pursuant to Code Section 1-4-1, if such second
Saturday or Sunday follows a public and legal holiday occurring on the Thursday or
Friday immediately preceding such second Saturday or Sunday, or if such second
Saturday or Sunday immediately precedes a public and legal holiday occurring on the
following Streley-6f Monday, such advance voting shall not be held on such second
Saturday and Sunday but shall be held on the third Saturday and Sunday prior to such
primary or election. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, counties and
municipalities may extend the hours for voting beyond regular business hours and may
provide for additional voting locations pursuant to Code Section 21-2-382 to suit the

needs of the electors of the jurisdiction at their option.
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328 (2) Theregistrars or absentee ballot clerk, as appropriate, shall provide reasonable notice
329 to the electors of their jurisdiction of the availability of advance voting as well as the
330 times, dates, and locations at which advance voting will be conducted. In addition, the
331 registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall notify the Secretary of State in the manner
332 prescribed by the Secretary of State of the times, dates, and locations at which advance
333 voting will be conducted.”

334 SECTION 15.

335 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 21-2-404, relating to affording
336 employees time off to vote, as follows:

337 "21-2-404.

338 Each employee in this state shall, upon reasonable notice to his or her employer, be
339 permitted by his or her employer to take any necessary time off from his or her
340 employment to vote in any municipal, county, state, or federal political party primary or
341 election for which such employee is qualified and registered to vote on the day on which
342 such primary or election is held; provided, however, that such necessary time off shall not
343 exceed two hours;—afe

344
345
346  shalnetbeavattable. The employer may specify the hours during which the employee

347 may absent himself or herself as provided in this Code section.”

348 SECTION 16.

349 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (c) and (d) of Code
350 Section 21-2-419, relating to validation of provisional ballots and reporting to Secretary of
351 State, as follows:
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"(c)(1) If the registrars determine after the polls close, but not later than three days
following the primary or election, that the person casting the provisional ballot timely
registered to vote and was eligible and entitled to vote in such primary or election or

properly applied to reqgister to vote pursuant to Code Section 21-2-224.1 on the day of the

primary or election or during the advance voting period under subsection (d) of Code

Section 21-2-385 and met the qualifications to register to vote, the registrars shall notify

the election superintendent, and the provisional ballot shall be counted and included in
the county's or municipality's certified election results.

(2) Ifthe registrars determine after the polls close, but not later than three days following
the primary or election, that the person voting the provisional ballot timely registered and

was eligible and entitled to vote in the primary or election or properly applied to reqister

to vote pursuant to Code Section 21-2-224.1 on the day of the primary or election or

during the advance voting period under subsection (d) of Code Section 21-2-385 and met

the qualifications to register to vote, but voted in the wrong precinct or voted the wrong

ballot style or district combination, then the board of registrars shall notify the election

superintendent. The superintendent shall count such person's votes which were cast for
candidates in those races for which the person was entitled to vote but shall not count the
votes cast for candidates in those races in which such person was not entitled to vote.
The superintendent shall order the proper election official at the tabulating center or
precinct to prepare an accurate duplicate ballot containing only those votes cast by such
person in those races in which such person was entitled to vote for processing at the
tabulating center or precinct, which shall be verified in the presence of a witness. Such
duplicate ballot shall be clearly labeled with the word 'Duplicate,’ shall bear the
designation of the polling place, and shall be given the same serial number as the original
ballot. The original ballot shall be retained.

(3) Iftheregistrars determine that the person casting the provisional ballot did not timely

register to vote or was not eligible or entitled to vote in such primary or election or shat
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be are unable to determine within three days following such primary or election whether
such person timely registered to vote and was eligible and entitled to vote in such primary
or election, the registrars shall so notify the election superintendent, and such ballot shall
not be counted. The election superintendent shall mark or otherwise document that such
ballot was not counted and shall deliver and store such ballots with all other ballots and
election materials as provided in Code Section 21-2-500.

(d)(1) Atthe earliest time possible after a determination is made regarding a provisional
ballot, the board of registrars shall notify in writing those persons whose provisional
ballots were not counted that their ballots were not counted because of the inability of the
registrars to verify that the persons timely registered to vote or other proper reason. The
registrars shall process the official voter registration application form completed by such
persons pursuant to Code Section 21-2-224.1 or 21-2-418 and shall add such persons to

the electors list if found qualified in order that such persons may vote in future primaries

and elections.
(2) At the earliest time possible after a determination is made regarding a provisional
ballot, the board of registrars shall notify in writing those electors who voted in the wrong

precinct and whose votes were partially counted of their correct precinct.”

SECTION 17.

Title 28 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the General Assembly, is
amended in Chapter 1, relating to general provisions, by adding a new Code section to read
as follows:

"28-1-18.

The General Assembly shall not enact any law, rule, or other provision which has the effect

of changing the duties or powers of the office of any elected official between the date of

the election of such official and the date of such official formally taking office.”
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SECTION 18.

Said title is further amended in Chapter 2, relating to the apportionment of House of
Representatives and Senate and qualifications of members, by adding new Code sections to
read as follows:

(a) There is created the Georgia Voting Rights Commission which shall be established as

provided in this Code section.

(b) The commission shall consist of five members appointed as follows:

(1) One member appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives:

(2) _One member appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives:;

(3) _One member appointed by the majority leader of the Senate;

(4) One member appointed by the minority leader of the Senate; and

(5) One member who shall be selected and appointed by the unanimous vote of the four

other members of the commission and shall serve as chairperson of the commission.

In the year following a United States decennial census, the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, the majority leader of the Senate, and the minority leaders of the Senate

and House of Representatives shall make their respective appointments not later than

March 1 of such year, and the member to be selected by such appointees shall be selected

not later than March 15 of such year. In the event that the four members of the commission

cannot aqgree upon a fifth member within such time period, the fifth member shall be

selected by the Supreme Court of Georgia not later than 15 days following the expiration

of such time period.

(c) A person shall be eligible for appointment to serve on the commission if such person:

(1) As of the date of his or her appointment, is reqistered to vote for federal and state

offices in Georgia;

(2) Is not a current member or employee of the General Assembly or the United States

Conagress; is not related by consanguinity or affinity to any member of the General
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Assembly or United States Congress within the third degree as computed according to

the civil law; is not employed by any member of the General Assembly or the United

States Congress; and does not hold any partisan elective office or political party office;

and

(3) Continues to meet the qualifications under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection

while serving on the commission.

(d) The terms of all members shall be for ten years and until their respective successors

are selected and qualified. VVacancies on the commission shall be filled in the same manner

in which the original appointment was made.

(e)  Members of the commission shall be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the

performance of their duties on the commission in the same manner as members of the

General Assembly. The General Assembly is authorized to provide for the payment of

reasonable compensation to the members of the commission. The General Assembly shall

provide adequate funding to the commission, including the employment of a competent

staff, in order for the commission to carry out its duties. The General Assembly shall

provide adequate funding for the representation of the commission in any litigation, and

the Department of Law shall have the responsibility for such representation.

(f)_The commission shall have the following duties:

(1) To advise the Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office in creating

proposed congressional districts and House of Representatives and Senate districts for

submission to the General Assembly for approval or rejection when there is a conflict or

ambiquity in the quidelines for preparing such district maps;

(2) To conduct, after the development of redistricting plans for congressional districts

and House of Representatives and Senate districts, not less than six public hearings

throughout the state after adequate advance notice to the public so that all interested

citizens have a reasonable opportunity to express their views with regard to such

redistricting plans, to explain such district plans, and take public comment;
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(3) To conduct studies and make recommendations for improvements to the voting

systems used in this state to ensure that this state leads the nation in such systems, that

such systems are secure from intrusion, and that no electors of this state have their right

to vote violated by administrative barriers;

(4) To consider methods to increase voter turnout and reduce waiting times at polling

locations and to research voting innovations around the country and world that would

improve elections in this state;

(5) To provide guidance to local election superintendents on election standards and

procedures, including, but not limited to, how electors are disqualified, how electors are

removed from the electors lists, and how many advance voting locations are necessary

for a given county or municipality; and

(6) To review changes by the General Assembly or any agency of the state in voting

gualifications or prerequisites to voting, standards of practice, or procedures with respect

to voting to ensure that the qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice, or procedure

does not have the purpose and will not have the effect of denying or abridging the right

of any citizen of this state to vote on account of race or color.

(0) At any time that the General Assembly enacts or any agency of the state seeks to

administer a change in voting qualifications or prerequisites to voting, standards of

practice, or procedures with respect to voting, the General Assembly or such agency shall

submit such change to the commission with such information as may be required by the

commission for review of the change. Such change shall not be enforced or administered

until and unless the commission submits a report to the General Assembly that the

commission has reviewed the proposed change and found that such change does not have

the purpose or effect of denying or abridging the right of any citizen of this state to vote on

account of race or color. A change has the effect of denying or abridging the right of any

citizen of this state to vote on account of race or color if, based on the totality of the

circumstances, it is shown that the political processes leading to nomination or election are
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485 not equally open to participation by members of a class of citizens protected by this

486 subsection in that its members have less opportunity than other members of the electorate

487 to participate in the political process and to elect representatives of their choice. The extent

488 to which members of a protected class have been elected to office in the State of Georgia

489 or _any political subdivision thereof is one circumstance which may be considered;

490 provided, however, that nothing in this subsection establishes a right to have members of

491 a protected class elected in numbers equal to their proportion in the population.

492 (h) After conducting public hearings and the review of proposed redistricting plans by the

493 Leqislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office, but not later than July 1 of a year

494 following the conducting of a United States decennial census or, in the case of court

495 ordered redistricting, as soon as possible, the commission shall submit such plans to the

496 General Assembly for approval or rejection along with a report on the commission's review

497 of the plans and the public comments received by the commission in its public hearings.

498 In particular, the commission shall include in its report whether, in the view of the

499 commission, the proposed plans:

500 (1) Are in compliance with the Constitutions of this state and the United States;
501 (2) Are in compliance with the federal VVoting Rights Act of 1965, as amended:

502 (3) Contain only contiguous districts;

503 (4) Contain districts that are as compact as possible or practicable;

504 (5) Maintain communities of interest to the extent that it is reasonably possible to do so;
505 and

506 (6) Provide for zero deviation among congressional districts and provide for as close as
507 practicable to zero deviation among House of Representative and Senate districts.

508 ()_All reports of the commission shall be posted on its website for the information of the

509 public.
510 (1) _The commission shall be authorized to promulgate rules and requlations to carry out

511 its duties under this Code section.
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28-2-4.

(a) The present Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office of the General

Assembly shall, on July 1, 2021, be an independent office of government. The office shall

be attached to the Supreme Court of Georgia for budgetary purposes. The office shall be

administered by a director who shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Chief

Justice of the Supreme Court. The director shall hire, manage, and terminate the

employment of the other employees of such office.

(b) The Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office shall be responsible for the

development of district plans for congressional districts and House of Representatives and

Senate districts. The office may consult with and develop plans for other districts as well,

including, but not limited to, county board of education districts, county commission

districts, and municipal governing authority districts.

(c) In establishing district boundaries:

(1) No reapportionment plan or district shall be drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor

a political party or an incumbent;

(2) Districts shall not be drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging the equal

opportunity of racial or language minorities to participate in the political process or to

diminish their ability to elect representatives of their choice;

(3) Districts shall consist of contiguous territory;

(4) Districts shall be as nearly equal in population as is practicable, compact, and, where

feasible, utilize existing political and geoqgraphical boundaries; and

(5) Wherever possible, no census tract or precinct shall be split.

(d) After meeting the standards set forth in subsection (c) of this Code section, the

Leqislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office shall, while not violating the

standards in subsection (c) of this Code section, attempt to ensure that the plans will result

in_political party symmetry and that the proposed plans will stay within an 8 percent

efficiency gap for the ten years that they are projected to be in effect.
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539 (e) In the year following the conducting of a United States decennial census or as soon as

540 possible following a court order directing redistricting of congressional districts or House

541 of Representatives or Senate districts, the Leqgislative and Congressional Reapportionment

542 Office shall develop proposed plans for congressional districts and House of

543 Representatives and Senate districts. Such plans shall be prepared not later than June 1 of

544 such year or, in the case of court ordered redistricting, as soon as possible, and shall be

545 submitted to the Georgia VVoting Rights Commission with such information and supporting

546 documentation as the commission may require. If such plans are rejected, the office shall

547 promptly develop new plans to address the reasons why such initial plans were rejected.

548 28-2-5.

549 (a) In each year following the conducting of a United States decennial census, the General

550 Assembly shall redistrict the House of Representatives and Senate districts and the

551 congressional districts in accordance with law.

552 (b) As soon as possible after July 1 of the year following the year in which a United States

553 decennial census is conducted and as soon as practicable following a court ordered

554 redistricting, after receipt of the report of the Georgia VVoting Rights Commission, the

555 General Assembly shall vote upon the redistricting plans prepared by the Leqislative and

556 Congressional Reapportionment Office without amendment. If either house of the General

557 Assembly declines to approve a plan, the plan shall be returned to the Legislative and

558 Congressional Reapportionment Office with such specific suggestions as the House of

559 Representatives or the Senate, as applicable, believes would eliminate the basis for

560 disapproval of the plan. The Leaqislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office shall

561 then revise such plan and submit a new proposed plan to the General Assembly and the

562 Georgia Voting Rights Commission within 15 days following the disapproval of the plan.

563 Such revised plan shall be voted upon by the General Assembly but may be amended. If

564 either house of the General Assembly declines to approve the revised plan, the Supreme
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565 Court shall formulate a redistricting plan in accordance with the standards under this

566 chapter until an acceptable plan can be enacted by the General Assembly. Any amendment

567 to the plan submitted by the Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office shall

568 be immediately reviewed by the Supreme Court for conformance with the standards set

569 forth in this chapter and conformance with federal and state law and the Constitutions of
570 this state and the United States.

571 (c) Unless ordered by a court, there shall be no changes in congressional districts or House

572 of Representatives or Senate districts in any year other than the year immediately following

573 the conducting of a United States decennial census.”

o574 SECTION 19.

575 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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