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Senate Bill 205
By: Senator Gooch of the 51st

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages,
S0 as to change certain provisions related to the issuance of the call and the setting of dates
for elections relating to the question of Sunday sales during certain hours; to provide for
related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages, is
amended in Code Section 3-3-7, relating to local authorization and regulation of sales of
alcoholic beverages on Sunday, by revising paragraph (2) of subsection (j) and paragraph (2)
of subsection (j.1) as follows:
"(2) Any governing authority desiring to permit and regulate Sunday sales pursuant to
this subsection, but only after a referendum election, shall so provide by proper resolution

or ordinance conditioned on a referendum. Net—less—than—teﬁﬁeﬁﬁerefhaFrGGdays—aﬁef
tt It shall be the duty of the election

superintendent of the county or municipality to issue the call for an election for the
purpose of submitting the question of Sunday sales to the electors of the county or
municipality for approval or rejection—Fhe-stuperintendent and shall set the date of the

election

the-eaH in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 2 of Title 21. The superintendent

shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the official organ of the
county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof. The ballot

shall have written or printed thereon the words:

‘() YES Shall the governing authority of (name of municipality or county) be
authorized to permit and regulate Sunday sales of distilled spirits or

() NO alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink?'
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All persons desiring to vote for approval of Sunday sales shall vote "Yes,' and those
persons desiring to vote for rejection of Sunday sales shall vote 'No." If more than
one-half of the votes cast on the question are for approval of Sunday sales, the governing
authority may by appropriate resolution or ordinance permit and regulate Sunday sales
by licensees. Otherwise, such Sunday sales shall not be permitted. The expense of the
election shall be borne by the county or municipality in which the election is held. It
shall be the duty of the superintendent to hold and conduct the election. It shall be his or
her further duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of State.”

"(2) Any governing authority desiring to permit and regulate Sunday sales pursuant to

this subsection shall so provide by proper resolution or ordinance conditioned on

approval in a referendum election. Netlessthan-tennormorethan66-daysafterthe-date
of-approval-ofsuch—resotution—or—ordinanece,—t It shall be the duty of the election

superintendent of the county or municipality to issue the call for an election for the
purpose of submitting the question of Sunday sales to the electors of the county or
municipality for approval or rejection—Fhe-superintendent and shall set the date of the
election i

the-eaH in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 2 of Title 21. The superintendent

shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the official organ of the
county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof. The ballot

shall have written or printed thereon the words:

‘() YES Shall the governing authority of (hame of municipality or county) be
authorized to permit and regulate Sunday sales of distilled spirits or
alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink from 11:00
() NO AM.t012:30 P.M.?

All persons desiring to vote for approval of such Sunday sales shall vote 'Yes,' and those
persons desiring to vote for rejection of such Sunday sales shall vote 'No." If more than
one-half of the votes cast on the question are for approval of such Sunday sales, the
governing authority may by appropriate resolution or ordinance permit and regulate such
Sunday sales by licensees. Otherwise, such Sunday sales shall not be permitted. The
expense of the election shall be borne by the county or municipality in which the election
is held. It shall be the duty of the superintendent to hold and conduct the election. It

shall be his or her further duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of State.”

SECTION 2.

60 This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law

61 without such approval.
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62 SECTION 3.

63 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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