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The Senate Committee on Judiciary offered the following substitute to SB 132:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, so as
to remove the statutory civil case filing and disposition forms and allow the Judicial Council
of Georgia to promulgate such forms; to revise provisions relating to the transmission of such
forms; to amend Title 9, Title 15, and Article 1 of Chapter 9 of Title 19 of the Official Code
of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, courts, and general provisions for child
custody proceedings, respectively, so as to provide for conforming cross-references; to
require annual reporting of certain information; to provide for related matters; to provide for

an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

PART I
SECTION 1-1.

Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, is amended by
revising Code Section 9-11-133, relating to forms meeting requirements for civil case filing
and disposition, as follows:

"9-11-133.

Council of Georgia, with the approval of the Supreme Court, shall promulgate forms to be

used for civil case filing and disposition forms information; provided, however, that the
general civil case filing information form and domestic relations case filing information

form shall be required to contain an acknowledgment by the filer that the complaint and

any exhibits or other attachments satisfy the redaction requirements of Code Section
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234 PART Il

235 SECTION 2-1.

236 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3, relating to
237 commencement of action and filing of civil case filing form, as follows:

238 "(b) At the time of filing the complaint for a civil action in superior court or state court, the
239 plaintiff shall file the appropriate civil case filing form with the clerk of the court. The
240 form shall contain complete information and shall be substantially in the form prescribed
241 Code-Secttonr9-11-133 by the Judicial Council of Georgia. The filing of the complaint
242 shall not be delayed for the filing of the case filing form. If, after a civil action has been
243 filed, the court presiding over the civil action decides that the civil case filing form has not
244 been filed or has been filed incorrectly, the court shall require the plaintiff to file the civil
245 case filing form or an amended form. In no case shall the failure to accurately complete
246 the civil case filing form required by this Code section provide a basis to dismiss a civil
247 action.”

248 SECTION 2-2.

249 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58, relating to
250 entry of judgment and filing of civil case disposition form, as follows:

251 “(b) When judgment entered. The filing with the clerk of a judgment, signed by the
252 judge, with the fully completed civil case disposition form constitutes the entry of the
253 judgment, and, unless the court otherwise directs, no judgment shall be effective for any
254 purpose until the entry of the same, as provided in this subsection. As part of the filing of
255 the final judgment, a civil case disposition form shall be filed by the prevailing party or by
256 the plaintiff if the case is settled, dismissed, or otherwise disposed of without a prevailing
257 party; provided, however, that the amount of a sealed or otherwise confidential settlement
258 agreement shall not be disclosed on the civil case disposition form. The form shall be
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substantially in the form prescribed th-Cotde-Seetion-9=11=133 by the Judicial Council of
Georgia. If any of the information required by the form is sealed by the court, the form

shall state that fact and the information under seal shall not be provided. The entry of the
judgment shall not be made by the clerk of the court until the civil case disposition form

is filed. The entry of the judgment shall not be delayed for the taxing of costs. This

subsection shall not apply to actions brought pursuant to €ede-Seettons44-7-56-throtugh
44=7-59 Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 44, relating to landlord and tenant dispossessory

proceedings.”

SECTION 2-3.
Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, isamended by revising
paragraph (4) of Code Section 15-5-24, relating to the duties of the Administrative Office of

the Courts, as follows:

"(4) Analyze data relating to civil cases ceHeetedptrstant-to-stbsection(b)-of Code
Section-9-11-3and-subsection{b)of Code Section-9-11-58 and on or before the first day

of October each year provide such data, analysis, or both data and analysis to the courts

and agencies of the judicial branch, agencies of the executive branch, and the

chairpersons of the standing committees of each house of the General Assembly that are

assigned issues related to courts;”

SECTION 2-4.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 15-5-82, relating to
the authority of the Georgia Courts Automation Commission, as follows:
(@) The commission shall be authorized to:
(1) Define, implement, and administer a state-wide courts automation system including
data collection, networking, data storage, retrieval, processing, and distribution;
(2) Coordinate and cooperate with the state's chief information officer with regard to

planning, implementation, and administration of a state-wide courts automation system

to take advantage of existing state resources where possible;
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€5) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks necessary or convenient for the
performance of the duties specified in this paragraph and paragraphs paragraph (2);€3);
aneH4) of this subsection and for the release of the information from civil case filing and
disposition forms;

6)(4) Administer federal, state, local, and other public or private funds made available
to it for implementation of the courts automation system;

AH(5) Coordinate state-wide strategies and plans for incorporating county and local
governments into the courts automation system, including review of requirements of the
several state agencies for documents, reports, and forms and the consolidation,
elimination, or conversion of such documents, reports, and forms to formats compatible
with electronic transmittal media;

{8)(6) Establish policies and procedures, rules and regulations, and technical and
performance standards for county and local government access to the courts automation
system network; and

9)(7) Offer advisory services to county and local governments to assist in guiding their

efforts toward automating their court procedures and operations.”

SECTION 2-5.

Said title is further amended by revising paragraphs (17) and (18) of subsection (a) of Code

Section 15-6-61, relating to duties of superior court clerks generally, as follows:

"(17) To file and-transmit all civil case filing and disposition forms regttired-to-be-fited

9-11-58 and transmit the data contained on such forms to the Administrative Office of the

Courts;
(18)

B} To electronically collect and transmit to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks'

Cooperative Authority all data elements required in subsection (g) of Code Section
35-3-36 in a form and format required by the Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative
Authority and The Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia. The data transmitted
to the authority pursuant to this €ede—sectior paragraph shall be transmitted to the
Georgia Crime Information Center in satisfaction of the clerk's duties under subsection
(g) of Code Section 35-3-36 and to the Georgia Courts Automation Commission which
shall provide the data to the Administrative Office of the Courts for use of by the state

judicial branch. Public access to said data shall remain the responsibility of the Georgia

-10 -
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Crime Information Center. No release of collected data shall be made by or through the

authority;”

SECTION 2-6.
Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section
15-6-94, relating to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority, as follows:

"(3) The purpose of the authority shall be to provide a cooperative for the development,
acquisition, and distribution of record management systems, information, services,
supplies, and materials for superior court clerks of the state, on such terms and conditions
as may be determined to be in the best interest of the operation of the office of the clerk
of superior court, local government, and the state, in light of the following factors:

(A) The public interest in providing cost-efficient access to record management

systems, information, services, supplies, and materials, and a pool which will provide

related resources and uniformity;

(B) Cost savings to local government and the state, through efficiency in the provision

of record management systems, information, services, supplies, and materials;

(C) Fair and adequate compensation to local governments for costs incurred in the

operation of the offices of clerks of superior court; and

(D) Such other factors as are in the public interest and welfare.
The authority shall be the sole owner of its compiled and developed information
developed through any function performed or any program or system administered on
behalf of the authority. For the purposes of this subsection, the authority shall not be
considered the sole owner of information developed pursuant to €ede-Seetion15-6=97+1
of Code Section 15-6-97.2 and Article 5 of Chapter 6 of Title 12.”

SECTION 2-7.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-97.1, relating to the superior

court civil case information system and funding, as follows:

-11 -
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tutiesteseribedHn-stbsection{a)of this-Code-section Reserved.”

SECTION 2-8.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-7-50, relating to the authority of
the clerks of state courts, as follows:
"15-7-50.
Clerks of state courts are authorized and directed to:
(1) File and enter all civil case filing and disposition forms regred-to-be-fitedputrstant

(2) Transmit to the Stperi

Administrative Office of the Courts the data contained on the civil case filing and

disposition forms preseribedn-Code-Section-9-11-133; and

(3) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks necessary or convenient for the

performance of the duties provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Code section.”

SECTION 2-9.
Article 1 of Chapter 9 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
general provisions for child custody proceedings, is amended by revising Code Section
19-9-1.2, relating to the required domestic relations case filing information form, as follows:
"19-9-1.2.
Pursuant to Code Section 9-11-3, and in addition to the filing requirements contained in
Code Section 19-6-15, in all proceedings under this article the plaintiff shall file a domestic
relations case filing information form as set-ferth-in-Cote-Section-9-11=133 prescribed by

the Judicial Council of Georgia.”

SECTION 2-10.
Said article is further amended by revising subsection (h) of Code Section 19-9-3, relating
to discretion of judge in child custody disputes and filing of domestic relations final
disposition form, as follows:
“(h) In addition to filing requirements contained in Code Section 19-6-15, upon the
conclusion of any proceeding under this article, the domestic relations final disposition
form as setfertht-Cotde-Section-9-11-133 prescribed by the Judicial Council of Georgia
shall be filed.”

-12 -
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PART Il1
SECTION 3-1.

This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2018.

SECTION 3-2.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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