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OUR MISSION
Communities In Schools
surrounds students with a
community of support,
empowering them to stay
In school and achieve in life.
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About Communities In Schools
(CIS)

At Communities In Schools, we believe
that every student, regardless of their
background or circumstances should have
what they need to realize their full potential
In school and beyond.

We work directly inside 3,460 schools
and community sites across the country
(245 schools in Georgia), hand-in-hand
with parents, families and caregivers,
helping them access important resources
and support their children’s success.
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Who we are: Communities In Schools is a national organization that ensures every student, regardless of who they are, their ability, zip code or socioeconomic background, has what they need to realize their potential in school and beyond. 
What we do: As the largest practitioner of integrated student supports (ISS) or Wraparound support service working in 3,460 schools across 29 states and the District of Columbia during the 2022-23 school year, our evidence-based model connects students to caring adults and community resources to transform how they see and experience the world around them. We surround them with a network of trust they can turn to no matter where they are in their journey. 
Why we work: we empower students to confront and overcome personal challenges and structural barriers—things that happen outside the classroom—�so they can take charge of the future they want for themselves, their communities and each other.
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__potential in school and beyond.

WHAT WE DO |
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student, regardless of who they are,
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Statewide Network and Reach

_ ) Network 2024-2025
"""""""""""""""" B G + 16 Local Affiliate Organizations
I 72025 Exparsion Organizton (independent 501 C 3)
g » 19 Subsidiary Organizations
Serve in
= .. * 41 Counties

46 School Districts
e« 214 Schools and 2
community-based sites
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Our evidence-based model connects students
to caring adults and community resources so they
show up prepared and ready to learn.
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The Challenge in Georgia

e Over 350,000 students miss >10% of school
each year.

rates.

 Rural and low-income districts have the hlgm I

- Absenteeism correlates with lower graduatlon, ftést =

scores, qnd workforce readiness
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BEING PRESENT MATTERS

15 Million students are chronically absent in the U.

Georgia faces a chronic absenteeism crisis, wi
20% of students missing 10% or more of th
year. (2024)
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Th|s is an urgent problem
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But students can’t succeed if they’re not in school. The spike in chronic school absenteeism that began in the pandemic’s wake shows no sign of receding. According to recent data from the U.S. Department of Education, 14.7 million U.S. students—more than one in four—were chronically absent in 2021-22. That means they missed 10 percent or more of the school year, almost a full month of classes.
The impact of this level of absence is well established. Students who are chronically absent suffer declines in test scores, fare worse in classes, and are far less likely to graduate. Once they’ve left school, they are at higher risk for health problems, difficulty finding jobs, and economic challenges. 
Statewide Chronic Absenteeism
2024 statewide rate: Approximately 21.3 % of students missed 10% or more of school days—equivalent to over 370,000 students (WABE).
Pre‑COVID levels: In 2019, the rate was roughly 12 %, but it surged post-pandemic—hitting 20.1 % (2021), 23.9 % (2022), and leveling at 21.3 % (2024) (capitol-beat.org).
GaDOE's figure: Reports a similar current rate of 20.7 %, placing Georgia 17th best nationally (Grice Connect).


ROOT CAUSES OF
ABSENTEEISM

Why our presence matters

« Lack of basic needs like clean clothes and
shoes

*  No transportation

 Trauma

*  Housing and food insecurity

« Lack of access to technology

*  No access to mental or physical healthcare

- Having household responsibilities such as
childcare or needing to work
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Teacher and School Climate Impact on Chronic Absenteeism
1. Why It Matters
School climate — the overall sense of safety, belonging, respect, and connection within a school — is one of the strongest predictors of student attendance after poverty level.�
When students feel connected to caring adults and safe in their environment, absenteeism drops sharply. Conversely, poor climate, inconsistent discipline, or teacher burnout can drive absenteeism up.
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) reports that students in schools with positive climates are nearly 50% less likely to be chronically absent.
Johns Hopkins University’s Everyone Graduates Center identified that teacher-student relationships and positive behavior supports are the most consistent school-level factors associated with attendance improvements.


https://vimeo.com/1009227598?share=copy#t=0

OUR SOLUTION

 Based on evidence best practice

* Our differentiator —
a site coordinator embedded in schools
is more valuable than ever as an effective
strategy to keep kids engaged in school.

» Tiered supports from prevention to intervention
» Customized student support plans

« Community resource partnerships

« Data-driven monitoring

“It’'s not programs that are transforming
young people's lives, it’s relationships.”

— Bill Milliken, Founder

L®
’6 Communities
‘ In Schoolss

Georgia



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) reports that students in schools with positive climates are nearly 50% less likely to be chronically absent.
Johns Hopkins University’s Everyone Graduates Center identified that teacher-student relationships and positive behavior supports are the most consistent school-level factors associated with attendance improvements.
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“Every day a student misses school, opportunity slips further away.
Communities In Schools of Georgia stands ready to partner with the
State to ensure every student is present, supported, and future-ready.”
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“Every day a student misses school, opportunity slips further away.�Communities In Schools of Georgia stands ready to partner with the State to ensure every student is present, supported, and future-ready.”


HOW WE DO IT

The CISGA Model: Integrated Student Supports

Coordination of school-wide services and
resources. — attendance campaigns,
incentives
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Targeted programs and interventions
for small groups of students. — mentoring,
family contact.

Intensive, one-on-one support for case- ¥

managed students. — wraparound 3 o Communiti
services. 3 In Schools: o
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CISGA as the state’s implementation engine.


FY2025 Key Outcomes for students served by the
Communities In Schools of Georgia Network

We deliver Integrated Student Supports (ISS)or wrap around support services
to nearly 119,000 students annually, including over 8,950 high-risk, case-
managed students.

- 72.4% of chronically absent students improved attendance
- 77.5% improved academic performance

- 88% showed better behavior

- 98.6% of high school students stayed in school
- 95%+ promotion in elementary/middle grades
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Lessons and Leverage Points

Translate results into policy-relevant

insight.

 Chronic absenteeism decreases when
Interventions address root causes, not
symptoms.

 Integrated Student Supports can be
embedded within Attendance Review
Teams mandated by SB 123.

» Leveraging CISGA statewide ensures
continuity, data tracking, and equity in
service delivery.
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The CIS Network in Georgia
continues to make a positive
Impact on student outcomes

- 96.6% of seniors graduated.

Approximately 99% of CIS students
were promoted /stayed in school

72.4% of students who were
chronically absent improved their
attendance.

*  Results from fiscal year 2025
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Thank you
for being present!
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