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HB 117 Food service establishments; require notification of the country of origin of seafood items
By: Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 117 requires all food service establishments that serve foreign imported shrimp to

conspicuously display on their menus or on a placard visible to the public that the shrimp is foreign
imported.

HB 413 Agriculture; prohibit local ordinances that prohibit operation of mobile sawmills on
agricultural land
By: Rep. David Jenkins (136th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 413 revises provisions related to the creation, modification, and revocation of
transfer-on-death deeds. A designated grantee beneficiary may accept real estate pursuant to a transfer-on-
death deed only on behalf of the individual or a legal entity over which the individual has proper authority,
but not on behalf of another designated beneficiary who is not a ward or minor.

All personal representatives of a probate estate will provide each grantee beneficiary with notice of the
deed and the nine-month period to claim the property. Additional provisions with respect to roles of
personal representatives with respect to properties subject to imminent danger of foreclosure or subject to
a special lien are included in the bill. A transfer-on-death deed takes precedence and priority over all
unsecured debts of the record owner's estate filed upon the death of the record owner unless unredeemed.

The bill further amends Chapter 1 of Title 2 of the 0.C.G.A., restricting counties, municipalities, consolidated
governments, or other political subdivisions from enforcing any ordinances or rules regarding livestock on
private property or public roads.

HB 1195 Veterinarians; practice and provision of veterinary teletriage and veterinary telemedicine;
revise provisions
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1195 pertains to veterinary telemedicine and removes the condition that no
licensed veterinarian or veterinary technician be available within a 50-mile radius of the animal's location
for a licensed veterinarian to be able to practice veterinary triage. A veterinary client-patient relationship
does not have to exist in order for a veterinarian to provide teleadvice or veterinarian teletriage.

HB 1408 Veterinarians; authorize licensed veterinary technicians to administer antirabies
vaccinations to animals
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1408 allows county boards of health to permit a licensed veterinarian or a licensed
veterinary technician to be able to vaccinate a canine or feline against rabies. A veterinarian or whoever is
directly supervising the administration of an anti-rabies vaccine may collect a fee for vaccine
administration.

The bill adds language to "practice veterinary medicine" or "practice of veterinary medicine" to not include
the administration of an anti-rabies vaccination by a licensed veterinary technician. "Practice veterinary
technology" is expanded to include the administration of an anti-rabies vaccination. If a licensed veterinary
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technician is working under a licensed veterinarian's supervision, they may administer an anti-rabies
vaccination to animals the state requires to be vaccinated.

Joint Study Committee on Generational Sustainability of Family Farms; create
By: Rep. Robert Dickey (134th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1416 creates the Joint Study Committee on Generational Sustainability of Family
Farms. There will be nine members: three members appointed by the Senate president; three members
appointed by the House speaker; the commissioner of the Department of Agriculture; and the chairs of both
the House and Senate Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committees, who will serve as co-chairs of the
study committee. The committee will stand abolished on December 1, 2027.

"Georgia Hemp Farming Act"; total THC concentration of consumable hemp products;
provide limits
By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 33 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-8-109.42, relating to the use of tax proceeds, to allow a
political subdivision to utilize proceeds in the first year of the sales and use tax collected before July 1 to be
applied to that same year, and proceeds after July 1 of the first year the sales and use tax collected to be
utilized in the subsequent year.

The bill adds Article 2C to Title 48, Chapter 8 to create the Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST), the
proceeds of which are to be used to offset the loss of revenue received homestead property taxes due to the
reduction of assessed value.

For the purpose of the LHOST, a homestead is defined as referenced in 0.C.G.A. 48-5-40, as well as
restricted to a primary residence and not more than five contiguous acres of land surrounding the
residence, or a primary residence and underlying property excluded from preferential assessment
agreements authorized per 0.C.G.A. 48-5-7.4 or 48-5-7.7. An LHOST can be levied at a rate of one percent.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-164 to adjust the equalized adjusted school property tax by reducing it by the
value of various homestead exemptions.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-44.2, relating to base year homestead exemption, by repealing subsection (i),
which in effect mandates the base year homestead exemption provided for in the chapter. The bill clarifies
certain definitions, including "base year assessed value" and "substantial property change.”

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-303, relating to correction of mistakes in county tax digests, so as to prohibit
a tax assessor from retroactively assessing ad valorem taxes if a homestead exemption was mistakenly
applied.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-45, relating to the application for homestead exemption, to clarify that it is
the duty of a person granted an exemption to notify the tax commissioner if the person is ineligible to
receive such exemption.

Georgia Development Authority; rename as the Georgia Agricultural Development
Authority

By: Sen. Russ Goodman (8th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 435 replaces "Georgia Development Authority” with "Georgia Agricultural
Development Authority” throughout the Code.
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SB 551 Standard, Labeling, and Adulteration of Food; eggs; repeal provisions

By: Sen. Sam Watson (11th) Through the Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 551 repeals and reserves Article 8 of Chapter 2 of Title 26 of the 0.C.G.A. relating to
eggs.

Appropriations Committee

HB 973 Supplemental appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026
By: Rep. Jon Burns (159th) Through the Appropriations Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 973, the Amended Fiscal Year 2026 budget, is set by a revised revenue estimate of
$43.6 billion. In addition to revenue growth, the governor's revised revenue estimate for the Amended FY
2026 budget includes $4.5 billion in unrestricted surplus funds and $145 million in lottery surplus for a
total infusion of $5.9 billion, or an increase of 15.6 percent over the original FY 2026 budget. The bill and
tracking sheet may be found on the House Budget and Research Office website.

HB 974 General appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027
By: Rep. Jon Burns (159th) Through the Appropriations Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 974, the Fiscal Year 2027 budget, is set by a revenue estimate of $38.5 billion, an
increase of $738 million or 1.95 percent over the FY 2026 original budget. The bill and tracking sheet may
be found on the House Budget and Research Office website.

Banks & Banking Committee Staff: Brock Perry

HB 439 Revenue and taxation; revise deductions allowed to dealers
By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Banks & Banking Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 439 allows for a county or municipality that levies ad valorem taxes to establish a
local homeowner's incentive adjustment grant fund for the purpose of providing credits to homeowners to
reduce any property tax liability that exists after the application of all applicable homestead exemptions.
The fund may only be created or dissolved following successful local referendum. The credit or grant
amount may not exceed the amount provided for in the constitution.

Local governments with an approved grant fund may only appropriate to the fund if actual revenues
exceed the previous fiscal year's total appropriations, and the estimated total revenues for the following
fiscal year are expected to exceed the current fiscal year's actual revenues.

HB 945 Banking and finance; holds on accounts of eligible adults for suspected financial
exploitation; provide
By: Rep. Bruce Williamson (112th) Through the Banks & Banking Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 945 revises a number of provisions in banking and financial law within the
jurisdiction of the Department of Banking and Finance. The bill provides definitions and revises statute to
give financial institutions the discretion to place holds on individual transactions of elderly or disabled
adults for up to 15 days if the financial institution reasonably believes the transaction may be tied to
financial exploitation of an elderly or disabled person.

Institutions may enable customers or members to designate a trusted contact that the institution may
contact in case of suspected exploitation. After placing a transaction hold, a financial institution must
initiate an investigation to be completed after 15 days, subject to a 15-day extension. The Department of
Human Services is authorized to share otherwise confidential information pertaining to financial
exploitation of elderly or disabled persons.
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Statutory language relating to merchant acquirer limited purpose banks (MALPB) is revised to prohibit
entities from using the term MALPB if they are not actually that type of entity, as well as requiring MALPB
to send the Department of Banking and Finance proposed amendments to their articles of incorporation for
review.

Language with respect to virtual currency kiosks is revised, requiring virtual currency kiosk operators to
disclose in clear writing that, among other notices, virtual currency is not backed or insured by the
government, that losses due to fraudulent or accidental transactions may not be recoverable, that virtual
currency volatility and unpredictability may result in significant losses, and that transactions are
irreversible.

Terms of transactions must be disclosed to the customer, the customer must acknowledge the receipt of all
disclosures, and the operator will provide a receipt to the customer. The total amount of any fee or charge
related to the transaction will not exceed 18 percent of the amount of exchanged or transmitted currency.
Procedures related to transaction limits, identity protection, and refunding of transactions are included in
the bill.

The bill clarifies language related to the 'Georgia Residential Mortgage Act' by providing definitions and
language to only exempt licensed mortgage brokers or lenders from filing an application with the
department to acquire an interest in a licensee.

Revisions with respect to litigation financing registration requirements are included in the bill, defining
financial institutions and authorizing the department of obtain conviction data of applicants, registrants,
and persons acting as directors, officers, partners, or owners of an applicant. The department can issue
cease and desist orders to entities or individuals operating without a license.

Commerce and trade; rounding of total price of sale of goods or services when using legal
tender; provide

By: Rep. Carter Barrett (24th) Through the Banks & Banking Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1112 implements rounding with respect to cash transactions in the state, with
prices being rounded up or down to the nearest five cents. Transactions where the total amount is one or
two cents will be rounded up to five cents. This does not apply to purchases where payment is made by
electronic payment or other similar instrument. Exact payment with a one-cent piece will be accepted
while the one-cent piece remains legal tender.

Banking and finance; licensing of payment stablecoin issuers; provisions

By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Banks & Banking Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1272 revises policies with respect to stablecoins, or cryptocurrencies, tied to
external assets. The Department of Banking and Finance will receive, review, and consider applications
from persons seeking to issue payment stablecoins as a licensed payment stablecoin issuer, as well as issue
regulations for the establishment of a framework to license and supervise licensed payment stablecoin
issuers. The department may share information with the Federal Reserve with respect to stablecoin
issuers.

Beginning in 2028, it will be unlawful to offer or sell a payment stablecoin unless it is issued by a licensed

or permitted payment stablecoin issuer. Policies for the operation, licensure, background checks, renewal
applications, publication of reserve data, and marketing are also included in the bill.
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Budget and Fiscal Affairs Oversight Committee Staff: Andrew Smith

SB 441

Local Government Investment Pool; certain pooled investments to be approved by the State
Depository Board; require

By: Sen. Marty Harbin (16th) Through the Budget and Fiscal Affairs Oversight Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 441 adds a requirement that any pooled investment, including a local government's
pooled investment, for the collective of two or more local governments must be approved by the State

Depository Board prior to being established. This new requirement will only apply to pooled investments
made after July 1, 2026.

Code Revision Committee Staff: Brock Perry

HB 1268 Official Code of Georgia Annotated; revise, modernize and correct errors in omissions

By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Code Revision Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1268 is the annual Code revision bill to revise, modernize, and correct errors or
omissions to the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. The bill reflects the work of the Code Revision
Commission to repeal portions of the Code that are obsolete, declared unconstitutional, or preempted or
superseded by subsequent laws. The bill provides for other matters relating to revision, reenactment, and
publication of the Code.

Defense & Veterans Affairs Committee Staff: Amber Mack

HB 985

Veterans affairs; revise terms of eligibility for persons to be buried in Georgia veteran
cemeteries

By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Defense & Veterans Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 985 revises several provisions related to eligibility for burial in Georgia veteran
cemeteries. A "full term of service" is redefined as those who served in the U.S. armed forces or, if
conscripted, for at least 24 consecutive months.

A Georgia resident who served honorably in the Hmong Laotian special guerrilla unit from February 28,
1961 to May 7, 1975 and submits necessary documentation is eligible for burial.

Additionally, provisions relating to service date, dependency, prohibitions, and fee collection are updated
in accordance with federal regulations.

Education Committee Staff: Cortney George

HB 907

Completion Special Schools Act; certain local school systems to either be a party to a
collaborative operating agreement with a completion special school or provide certain
education programs and services; require

By: Rep. Jan Jones (47th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 907 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-2096.3 to require completion special schools to twice

annually submit a list of current program offerings to the resident school system, and for that school
system to post these programs in a prominent place in the school.

Section 2 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-2096.7 dealing with new completion special schools being opened in an
area where there was not one, but another completion school operated a program there, to ensure the state
board provides for a transition period for students to move to the new school.

Section 3 creates 0.C.G.A. 20-2-2096.9, which requires local school systems within the territory of a
completion special school to either partner with a completion special school through a collaborative
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agreement or directly provide alternative education programs and services for students in grades 9-12 at
risk of not completing school. Local school districts must share with the local completion special school any
contact information for students who stop attending or withdraw within 10 school days after attendance
stops or withdrawal occurs.

Education; enact policies and procedures for use of personal electronic devices at school
and school sponsored events by students in grades nine through twelve; require local
school systems

By: Rep. Scott Hilton (48th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1009 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-324.8 to require Georgia public schools to adopt and
enforce distraction free education policies restricting student access to personal electronic devices during
the school day.

Beginning July 1, 2026, students in grades K-8 are prohibited from accessing personal devices bell-to-bell,
with the restriction expanding to grades 9-12 by July 1, 2027, subject to limited legal, medical, and IEP/504
exceptions.

The bill mandates clear storage procedures, enforcement mechanisms, parent communication protocols,
progressive discipline, and off-campus guidance, while allowing continued use of school-provided
technology and making the policy non-waivable across school system types.

Math Matters Act; enact
By: Rep. Sandy Donatucci (105th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1030 creates the 'Math Matters Act' to strengthen math education in Georgia by
requiring schools to expand advanced math opportunities, increase core math instruction time, and
improve math teacher preparation.

The Department of Education will provide guidance and technical assistance to local education agencies in
developing and implementing advanced math courses in grades six and seven. By January 1, 2027, the State
Board of Education must create new state standards for advanced middle and high school math courses. By
the 2027-2028 school year, students who achieve a score of distinguished learner on the state-wide end-of-
grade math assessment will be automatically enrolled into advanced math (with opt-out options). Parents
of students who score proficient may request the student be enrolled into an advanced math course.

The bill requires at least 60 minutes of daily math instruction in the fourth and fifth grades. The bill
updates teacher certification requirements to ensure educators are trained in evidence-based math
instruction and the core skills needed to teach math effectively.

Excellent Teacher Preparation Act; enact
By: Rep. Carmen Rice (139th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1107 creates the 'Excellent Teacher Preparation Act,’' a state-wide accountability
system for teacher preparation programs requiring the Professional Standards Commission to develop and
publish annual performance measures for every educator preparation provider (EPP) in Georgia.

The bill tracks outcomes like exam pass rates, job placement, retention, employer and graduate
satisfaction, and student performance, while protecting individual privacy. It requires EPPs to provide data
to the state, mandates regular review of results, and directs the Office of Student Achievement to include
these findings in its annual educator workforce report, aiming to strengthen teacher quality and program
transparency across the state.
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HB 1123

HB 1164

HB 1193

Quality Basic Education Act; require certain schools that offer after-school programs to
make such programs available to pre-kindergarten students

By: Rep. Jan Jones (47th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1123 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-308 to require public schools that offer after-school
programs and operate Georgia Pre-K programs to allow pre-K students to participate in those after-school
programs starting in the 2026-2027 school year. The bill allows schools to request a temporary one-year
waiver from the Department of Early Care and Learning if the school can show extenuating circumstances
which prevent the school from offering the after-school program to pre-K students.

Education; require State Board of Education to appoint an audit committee
By: Rep. Will Wade (9th) Through the Education Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1164 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-6 by creating a State Board of Education audit

committee to review fiscal reports for school systems, state charter schools, and completion special schools
designated as high risk or moderate risk.

The committee will be made up of board members and meet no less than six times each fiscal year. The bill
requires annual audit readiness certification attesting that audit requirements have been met by the
Department of Audits and Accounts by December 31st of each year. The legislation expands risk
designations (moderate /high-risk) tied to repeated audit problems.

Section 11 creates 0.C.G.A. 50-6-6.1, which sets up a four-tier state-wide fiscal monitoring and intervention
system through the Department of Audits and Accounts, and increases required reporting and public
transparency for financially troubled systems.

The bill provides the State Board of Education and the Office of Student Achievement stronger tools to
combat financial mismanagement, like reviewing waiver use, conducting additional audits, limiting
superintendent contract extensions in high-risk districts, and allows contract changes or termination under
severe fiscal conditions.

Georgia Early Literacy Act of 2026; enact
By: Rep. Chris Erwin (32nd) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1193, known as the 'Georgia Early Literacy Act of 2026, expands state-wide
literacy infrastructure, funding, and accountability across grades Kindergarten through third.

Section 1-2 provides for a grant to local public schools with grades Kindergarten through third to receive
funding for one school-based literacy coach. The State Board of Education, in collaboration with the Office
of Student Achievement, will establish the qualification and duties for school- based literacy coaches. A few
notable duties include spending no less than 70 percent of the school day working directly with students
and teachers, and coaching educators on evidence-based practices and modeling instruction.

Section 1-3 provides regional literacy coaches and leadership literacy coaches in Georgia's 16 regional
education services agencies (RESAs) to work with school-based literacy coaches throughout the state.

Section 1-4 requires the Professional Standards Commission (PSC) to establish a literacy coaching
endorsement for teachers and other certificated professional personnel.

Section 2 amends the 'Georgia Early Literacy and Dyslexia Act' by requiring unified literacy plans for
districts and charter schools, mandating high-quality K-3 instructional materials aligned to the science of
reading (with escalating requirements tied to state funding by 2029-2030), and restructuring how
universal reading screeners are selected and updated.
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HB 1284

HB 1302

Beginning January 1, 2027, the PSC will review state-approved educator preparation program compliance
with curricula and instruction conforming to the science of reading, among other criteria, and report any
significant findings to the various governing bodies and the legislature by November 1 of each year.

The Code section further creates new state leadership roles, the state literacy director and Georgia literacy
coach coordinator within the Office of Student Achievement.

Article 4 establishes the Georgia Literacy Task Force within the Office of Student Achievement. This
standing task force, under the leadership of the new state literacy director, will be integral in selecting K-3
high-quality instructional materials (HQIM), comprehensive professional learning, and universal reading
screeners.

Section 2-5 repeals the Georgia Council on Literacy on December 31, 2026.

Section 3-3 requires local school systems to offer a full-day kindergarten program. The bill outlines early
grade entry and readiness expectations by requiring children to attend kindergarten before entering first
grade (with a readiness-based exception), encouraging school/home study beginning at age five, and
requiring first-grade readiness assessments and reporting. This section revises
placement/promotion/retention rules, and strengthens intervention and parent notification processes
when students are significantly at risk of not reaching reading proficiency.

This Code further allows parents or guardians to choose to enroll their child in the voluntary Georgia Pre-K
program if the child is either four or five years old by September 1. It makes clear that eligible children
must be allowed to enroll if a parent requests it, but a child can only participate in the program for one
year. The bill ensures that both four and five-year-olds are treated equally when it comes to selection for
available pre-K spots.

Education; awarding of high school diplomas to high school students who are at the end of
life; provide

By: Rep. Deborah Silcox (53rd) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1284 allows high school students with a terminal medical condition who are
receiving end-of-life care to be awarded their high school diploma. A parent or guardian must submit a
written request to the local superintendent, along with medical documentation confirming the student's
condition. Within 14 days, the local board will petition the State Board of Education to waive normal
graduation credit requirements. If approved, the student will be granted a diploma.

The bill allows diplomas to be awarded posthumously, if necessary, and directs the State Board of
Education to create rules to make sure the process happens quickly and respectfully.

Education and Workforce Strategy Act; enact
By: Rep. Matthew Gambill (15th)  Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1302 restructures and modernizes Georgia's education and workforce
development system. The bill renames the "Office of Student Achievement" to the "Office of Education and
Workforce Strategy," and expands its role in coordinating education, workforce planning, and data systems
across agencies. It requires development of a combined 'Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act'
(WIOA) Plan and Perkins State Plan, aligning secondary, postsecondary, and adult workforce programs
with regional labor market needs and federal requirements.

The bill designates the Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) as the state apprenticeship agency, and
renames the High Demand Apprenticeship Program to the Top State for Talent Pre-Apprenticeship and
Apprenticeship Program. It expands support for pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship sponsors, provides
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financial incentives (including contract completion awards), prioritizes high-demand careers, and updates
definitions and reporting requirements related to apprenticeships.

The bill creates an "Education Data Governance Board," and directs the Office of College and Career
Academies within TCSG to support workforce-aligned education programs.

Education and Public Health, Departments of; collaborate to prioritize the expansion of
vision and hearing screenings at various grade levels; urge

By: Rep. Chris Erwin (32nd) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 145 urges the Department of Education and the Department of Public Health to

collaborate to prioritize the expansion of vision and hearing screenings at various grade levels to identify
students with undiagnosed and untreated vision or hearing problems.

Public School Property and Facilities; outdoor learning spaces pilot program; provide

By: Sen. Bo Hatchett (50th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 148 amends the 'Quality Basic Education Act' to allow local school boards to offer
hunting safety instruction for students in grades six through 12. Each local board of education is also
authorized to establish a curriculum for hunter safety instruction based on the hunter education courses
offered by the Department of Natural Resources. The State Board of Education will adopt instructional
standards no later than April 1, 2026.

Section 2 creates 0.C.G.A. 20-2-590, which establishes an outdoor learning spaces pilot program. Private,
nonprofit, and local school system funding may be utilized for community engagement, design, and
construction costs. The Department of Education will provide a report on results to the House and Senate
Education Committees after the third year of the pilot.

Section 3 removes the requirement of involvement from a licensed physician or other person authorized by
the Georgia Composite Medical Board in automated external defibrillator programs.

Section 4 increases the number of personal days school personnel may utilize accumulated sick leave for
from three days to five days.

Education; the academic and disciplinary records of each transferring student shall be
provided within five days; require

By: Sen. Clint Dixon (45th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 179 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-149.3, to implement a new graduation requirement.
Beginning in the 2031-2032 school year, students must have completed a computer science course or a
career, technical, and agricultural education (CTAE) course embedded with computer science in grades
eight through 12 in order to graduate. The computer science course will be in-person, in a blended learning
environment, or through virtual instruction.

Section 2 amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-319.1, to increase the payment by local school systems to Georgia Virtual
School from $250 per student per semester course to $350 per student per semester course.

Section 3 creates 0.C.G.A. 20-2-324.10, to encourage local school systems to facilitate access for students to
participate in citizenship, civic, and patriotic activities provided by a patriotic society. Representatives of
patriotic societies must have the opportunity to speak with students to promote good citizenship. These
societies include, but are not limited to, Boy Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of the USA.
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SB 369

SB 431

"Charter Schools Act of 1998 "; completion charter schools; provide
By: Sen. Shawn Still (48th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 369 makes changes in how Georgia handles nontraditional education programs,
virtual students, extracurricular participation, and charter schools. The State Board of Education is
required to create clear rules and standards for nontraditional education programs, such as dropout
recovery, credit recovery, and flexible scheduling, including how their performance is measured and
reported.

The bill expands and clarifies policies around dropout recovery charter schools, including how they are
defined, approved, and evaluated. It requires the state to create specific standards and accountability
measures for these schools, separate from traditional charter schools, while also allowing existing charter
schools to convert into dropout recovery charters.

The bill amends the 'Dexter Mosley Act' by adding virtual school students to the program so they may
participate in extracurricular and athletic activities at their local public schools, as long as they meet
requirements like enrollment, academic performance, and tryouts.

The bill requires local school boards to consider the total cost of ownership when buying technology like
laptops, tablets, or interactive boards. This includes looking at repair costs, how adaptable devices are over
time, and the resale or salvage value compared to the purchase price.

Starting in 2027, school systems must submit annual reports to the Georgia Department of Education
showing how many devices they use, how often devices break or need repairs, how many were fixed or
taken out of service, and how much money was spent repairing or replacing them. The Department of
Education must then compile this information and submit a state-wide report to state leadership each year.

Section 7 of the bill revises Georgia law related to charter schools and the approval of new local charter
school petitions. It updates an incentive grant program that provides funding to local boards of education
that approve new charter schools. Local school boards may receive $250,000 per approved charter school
each year for the first three years of the school's operation, subject to available funding, with a state-wide
cap of $2.25 million per fiscal year.

Finally, the bill establishes procedures for handling records if a state charter school closes, requiring the
managing nonprofit to maintain records for a 180-day period before transferring them to the commission.

Education; enrollment of foster care students within two school days of a request for
enrollment by such student's parent or legal custodian; require

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 431 revises various definitions in Title 20 like area school system, county school
system, independent school system, etc. The bill clarifies parents' and legal custodians' rights to access

education records and replaces various uses of "school day" or "business day" with the more specific term
"school business day."

Section 3 removes a prior time limitation on when a parent or legal custodian may request student records.
The bill aims to strengthen protections for foster care students transferring schools by requiring receiving
schools to enroll them within three school business days after receiving a completed registration form,
whether through permanent or provisional enrollment. It creates a process for reporting noncompliance
and allows the Department of Education to require corrective action plans. In addition, Regional Education
Service Agencies (RESA) student affairs officers and the Department of Education must prepare reports on
disputes and enrollment issues.
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SB 472

SB 589

Section 6 expands the Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE) grant program by allowing grants to be
used not only at University System of Georgia and Technical College System schools, but also at certain
eligible private postsecondary institutions that offer approved programs for students with intellectual
disabilities.

Section 6 sets rules for award amounts and removes the prior sunset date for students enrolled by July 1,
2028.

Local Boards of Education; audit findings or findings by the state auditor of financial
mismanagement or misconduct; provide for the suspension of members

By: Sen. Billy Hickman (4th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 472 allows the State Board of Education to recommend to the governor that local
school board members be suspended with pay when the state auditor flags a district for the highest level of
financial monitoring or issues findings of financial mismanagement or misconduct. Suspended members
can petition the governor for reinstatement.

The bill tightens rules for superintendent contracts in financially high-risk systems, limiting contracts to 12
month renewals, and requires contracts to treat certain auditor findings or failure to follow a required
intervention plan as defaults that allow termination for cause. It caps how much the board can advance
state funds to districts outside normal allotments, up to 50 percent of the prior year's allotment, unless the
state auditor recommends it and a formal monitoring/intervention plan is adopted and followed.

The bill requires the Department of Audits and Accounts to perform, or cause to be performed, annual
financial and compliance audits for each local school system and state charter school.

By July 1, 2026, the department will create a progressive monitoring, support, and intervention programs
for districts and state charter schools. The bill explicitly authorizes the state auditor to investigate local
school systems and state charter schools for suspected mismanagement or misconduct.

"Quality Basic Education Act"; the date by which a child must attain a certain age to be
eligible for enrollment in kindergarten or first grade; revise

By: Sen. Matt Brass (6th) Through the Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 589 allows parents or guardians to choose to enroll their child in Georgia's

voluntary pre-K program if the child is either four or five years old by September 1. It makes clear that
eligible children must be allowed to enroll if a

parent requests it, but a child can only participate in the program for one year.

The bill ensures that both four and five-year-olds are treated equally when it comes to selection for
available pre-K spots. The changes would take effect in the 2026-2027 school year.

The bill requires Georgia public schools that issue student ID badges to students in grades six through 12 to
print information about the 9-8-8 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline on those badges. The message must include
that students can call or text 9-8-8 at any time for help with suicidal thoughts, emotional distress, or
substance abuse challenges. The requirement applies to ID badges issued on or after July 1, 2026.
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Enerqgy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee Staff: Bailey Jordan

HB 998

Public utilities; authorize certain Tier 2 local exchange companies to elect to become
subject to rate of return regulation

By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Energqy, Utilities & Telecommunications Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 998 gives Tier 2 local exchange electing companies the option of rate of return

regulation until August 1, 2026. A sunset of December 31, 2040 is established to receive reimbursements
from the Universal Access fund. Distribution of reimbursements cannot exceed $50 million annually.

Game, Fish, & Parks Committee Staff: Kevin Daniels

HB 115

HB 946

HB 1266

HB 1415

SB 420

Natural Resources, Department of; certain notice upon registration of a vessel; provide
By: Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th) Through the Game, Fish, & Parks Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 115 establishes policies and procedures for discovery and subsequent removal of
vessels abandoned or left unattended on public property or in public waters of this state.

Game and fish; authorize hunting and trapping of feral hogs under certain circumstances
By: Rep. Rob Clifton (131st) Through the Game, Fish, & Parks Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 946 allows hunters to trap feral hogs without a hunting or trapping license, as long
as the hogs are killed upon capture. The bill repeals provisions related to a wildlife control permit for feral
hogs. Feral hogs may be hunted on private property from motor vehicles, and unmanned aircraft systems
may be used to locate feral hogs.

Watercraft; use of certain motors on vessels being operated on the Ogeechee River; repeal
a provision
By: Rep. Jason Ridley (6th) Through the Game, Fish, & Parks Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1266 amends 0.C.G.A. 52-7-13(c), pertaining to a section of the Ogeechee River, to
remove a restriction on motor size for watercraft and to restrict the use of personal watercraft.

Stone Mountain Memorial Association; hold all real property obtained before January 1,
1971, in trust; require

By: Rep. Devan Seabaugh (34th) Through the Game, Fish, & Parks Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1415 requires the Stone Mountain Memorial Association to maintain an inventory

of all real property owned by the association. Funds from the sale of any real property will be remitted to
the association for purposes consistent with 0.C.G.A. &sect;12-3-194.

The association must hold in trust any real property acquired prior to January 1, 1971, and will not be
authorized to sell such property, except when necessary for a public road right of way.

License, Permit, Tag, and Stamp Fees; fees for reef and migratory fish endorsement;
provide

By: Sen. Drew Echols (49th) Through the Game, Fish, & Parks Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 420 establishes an annual fee for reef and migratory fish endorsements to regulate
both recreational and commercial offshore fishing. The bill specifies an annual $10 fee for Georgia
residents and a $20 fee for non-residents who participate in offshore fishing, to be retained by the
Department of Natural Resources. References to "rules and regulations” mean those promulgated by the
Board of Natural Resources in force and in effect on January 1, 2026.
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Governmental Affairs Committee Staff: Molly Aziz

HB 244

HB 414

HB 1129

HB 1247

SB170

State auditor; local governments to request and receive in certain circumstances due date
extensions related to filing annual audits; provide

By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 244 modifies local government audit requirements, depending on total
expenditures by such local government entity. The bill requires specified public officers and employees to
cooperate with the county government in the preparation of required financial statements and audits,
subject to specified waivers.

Elections; "person” to include certain nonresidents; revise definition
By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 414 allows the State Ethics Commission to request documentation or information

from a person located out of state. The commission is authorized to petition the superior court to obtain
such documentation or information if said person refuses to comply.

Local government; designation of enterprise zones; provisions

By: Rep. Devan Seabaugh (34th) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1129 prohibits a local governing body from designating or redesignating a
geographic area as an enterprise zone, on or after July 1, 2031. The bill prohibits the exemption of state
sales and use tax for any redevelopment projects used to qualify an area for designation as an enterprise
zone, unless specifically exempted by the governor.

The bill prohibits the use of revenue bond principal funds to be used in specified instances. The bill limits
the number of enterprise zones that can exist within an urban redevelopment area to a maximum of four.

Georgia Bureaucratic Deference Elimination Act; enact
By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1247 creates the 'Georgia Bureaucratic Deference Elimination Act.' The bill
prohibits a court from deferring to a state agency when interpreting laws and regulations.

The bill provides for claims of unlawful employment practices made against a member of the General
Assembly in specified instances.

The bill creates the 'Red Tape Rollback Act of 2026." The bill updates provisions related to rulemaking
procedures in specified instances. The bill requires agencies to submit a report to the Office of Planning and
Budget analyzing each of their rules.

The bill requires privately-funded organizations that operate shelters or provide outreach services to
homeless individuals, and meet specified requirements to participate as an authorizing agency for
purposes of the Georgia Homeless Management Information System (HMIS).

Georgia Interagency Council for the Homeless; create

By: Sen. Kim Jackson (41st) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 170 establishes a grant program to acquire and install backup generators in certain
rural hospitals that do not already have backup generators. The Department of Community Health will
work with the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency to set the criteria for these
grants.
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Funding for the program will depend on appropriations from the General Assembly, as well as other
available funds including federal funds, and the amount awarded to each recipient will be determined
individually.

The bill adds "affected rural hospital,” which means a non-profit or not for profit acute care hospital located
in a rural county that contains fewer than 100 beds and is located in any region of the state in which the
governor declared a state of emergency after July 1, 2024.

SB 284 "Georgia Uniform Securities Act of 2008,"; issuance of orders by the Commissioner of
Securities directing persons who have violated certain securities provisions to return;
authorize
By: Sen. Larry Walker III (20th) Through the Governmental Affairs Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 284 amends the 'Georgia Uniform Securities Act of 2008’ to allow for the return of
funds to investors, customers, and clients when certain violations occur.

The bill provides for the award of low-wealth capital outlay grants to qualifying local school systems that
award certain contracts for roofing improvements to suppliers that meet certain criteria.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 36-91-2, which relates to public works bidding to provide that certain contracts
for roofing improvements with suppliers that meet certain criteria will be deemed to have complied with
notice and competitive award requirements for certain contracts.

Health Committee Staff: Morgan Hall

HB 382 Controlled substances; Schedule I; psilocybin; revise a provision
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Health Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 382 excludes federal Food and Drug Administration-approved drugs containing
lysergide tartrate and crystalline polymorph psilocybin from the Schedule I controlled substance
designation. The bill requires the pharmacist to be physically present and personally supervising the
activities of any pharmacy technician in the licensed area of a pharmacy at all times, and allows a
pharmacist to supervise six or fewer interns or externs.

HB 571 Professions and businesses; licensing of radiologist assistants; provide
By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th) Through the Health Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 571 allows for the licensing of radiologist assistants, and the bill gives authority for
licensing and regulation to the Georgia Composite Medical Board. The Board shall appoint an advisory
committee on radiologist assistants.

HB 1138 Increasing Access to Contraceptives Act; enact
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Health Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1138 allows a pharmacist to dispense a self-administered hormonal contraceptive
or administer an injectable hormonal contraceptive.

HB 1192 Public assistance; certain accounting practices by Department of Human Services and

Department of Community Health; provide

By: Rep. Darlene Taylor (173rd) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1192 requires additional reporting, such as contractual review, cost savings, and
operational efficiencies, from the Department of Human Services and the Department of Community Health
to the chairpersons of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, as well as the House Committee
on Public and Community Health, and the Senate Health and Human Services Committee.
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HB 1275

HB 1278

HB 1374

HR 948

SB 195

SB 399

SB 427

Medical practice; ensure that stem cell therapies are used to advance medical treatments
and improve patient outcomes in an ethical manner that does not involve stem cells
derived from aborted fetuses

By: Rep. Mark Newton (127th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1275 allows for use of non-FDA approved stem cell therapies under specified
conditions.

Professions and businesses; improve efficiencies in issuance of permits for dentists to
administer conscious sedation and general anesthesia
By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1278 allows the board, or a designee of the board, to certify that a dental office is
properly equipped to administer conscious sedation to a patient.

Insurance; methods of payment to healthcare providers; provide certain requirements
By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1374 addresses the ability for a healthcare provider to choose the method in which
they receive payment from an insurance company. Section 2 of the bill clarifies prequalification
requirements, and contract bidding and renewal processes.

House Study Committee on Pharmacy Benefits Managers and Consumer Access to
Prescription Medications; create

By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 948 establishes the House Study Committee on Pharmacy Benefits Managers and

Consumer Access to Prescription Medications. This committee will have five members and be abolished on
December 1, 2026.

Pharmacies; pharmacists are authorized to dispense preexposure prophylaxis and
postexposure prophylaxis under certain conditions; provide
By: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 195 authorizes a pharmacist to dispense and administer pre-exposure prophylaxis
(PrEP) and post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP).

"Mason Sells AED Coordination Act"; enact
By: Sen. Marty Harbin (16th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 399 requires all emergency communications officers to be trained in telephone
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (T-CPR) and instructions to facilitate the use of automated external
defibrillators, in addition to the basic training already required.

Physicians; limited provisional licenses and a pathway to licensure for certain
internationally trained physicians; provide

By: Sen. Ben Watson (1st) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 427 allows the Composite Medical Board to issue a limited provisional license to an
internationally trained physician to practice in Georgia. A physician that holds this limited provisional
license would be eligible to apply for a full license after four years of active medical practice in a rural
county, a licensed hospital, a federally qualified health center, or an accredited medical school in this state.
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SB 428

SB 439

The bill outlines requirements that must be met, as well as situations that would cause the provisional
license to be revoked. The board will submit a report to the chairperson of the House Committee on Health
and the Senate Health and Human Services Committee no later than December 1, 2027.

Medical Assistance; Department of Community Health to submit a waiver request to the
federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services; direct

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 428 authorizes the Department of Community Health to submit a waiver request to
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to authorize Medicaid reimbursement of home and

community-based services for those over the age of 21 in need of mental health services but do not require
an institutional level of care.

"Fair Business Practices Act of 1975"; regulation of referral agencies for assisted living
communities and personal care homes; provide
By: Sen. Shawn Still (48th) Through the Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 439 requires disclosure to a prospective resident, or an authorized representative,
if a referral agency is obtaining a referral fee from an assisted living community or personal care home.

Higher Education Committee Staff: Molly Aziz

HB 541

HB 1293

Education; tuition equalization grants; expand definition of an approved school to include
certain institutions which offer programs in nursing

By: Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 541 expands tuition equalization grant eligibility to include higher education
institutions that offer baccalaureate programs in nursing, have a current physical presence in Georgia for at
least 10 years, have received accreditation from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education, and have
accreditation from either the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or a regional accrediting agency
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.

These institutions must also have a four-year average passage rate of at least 80 percent for the National
Council Licensure Examination, and admit students who have a high school diploma or equivalency or a
degree from an accredited postsecondary institution. Such institutions are only considered as approved
institutions for the tuition equalization grant program, not the Dual Enrollment program or HOPE
scholarships/grants.

Education; updated eligibility requirements for the Dual Achievement Program; provide
By: Rep. Jan Jones (47th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1293 transitions the Dual Achievement Program from a pilot program to a
permanent program within the Technical College System of Georgia. In order for a student to be eligible for
the program on or after July 1, 2028, the student must meet the following criteria: be between 18 and 23
years of age; be withdrawn from a public school in this state; have not yet earned a high school diploma;
meet admission requirements; participate in provided wraparound services; and provide written
acknowledgement of specified information.

The bill allows eligible 16 or 17-year-old students to participate in the program if they live in a completion
special school attendance zone that does not have an operating completion special school. The bill requires
the State Board of Education to coordinate with the Office of Planning and Budget to develop a funding
formula for the program, to be implemented by Fiscal Year 2028.
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HB 1328

HB 1379

SB 432

SB 523

SB 556

University of North Georgia military scholarships; authorize selection committee to select
additional scholarship recipients
By: Rep. Will Wade (9th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1328 increases the maximum number of persons that can receive the University of
North Georgia military scholarships.

Foreign Funding Transparency and Accountability Act; enact

By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1379 creates the 'Foreign Funding Transparency and Accountability Act.' The bill
requires each public educational institution to submit either a report detailing all funding received from a
foreign source of concern during a specified time period, or a report affirming that no such funding has
been received during a specified time period.

Education; nonlapsing revenue of institutions of the University System of Georgia and units
of the Technical College System of Georgia; extend automatic repeals
By: Sen. Larry Walker III (20th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 432 extends the sunset from July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2031, to allow the University
System of Georgia and the Technical College System of Georgia to retain certain non-lapsing revenues.

Education; public schools and postsecondary educational institutions to consider
antisemitism in the same manner as discrimination based on religion; authorize

By: Sen. Russ Goodman (8th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 523 prohibits the exclusion from participation, denial of benefits, or discrimination
on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, or religion of any person in this state, as related to
educational programs or employment through a public school that receives federal or state financial
assistance.

The bill establishes a state-wide K-12 Title VI coordinator dedicated to monitoring complaints of
discrimination and harassment in public schools, in accordance with Title VI of the federal 'Civil Rights Act
of 1964." The bill requires the University System of Georgia and the Technical College System of Georgia to
establish policies and procedures to report, investigate, and act on complaints related to discrimination
and harassment.

HOPE Scholarship; the inclusion of advanced placement and international baccalaureate
fine arts courses in the calculation of grade point averages; provide
By: Sen. Chuck Payne (54th) Through the Higher Education Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 556 creates the Dedicating Resources to Educationally Advance More Students
(DREAMS) Scholarship as a needs-based scholarship program for eligible students enrolled in eligible
postsecondary institutions in Georgia. The maximum award amount per year is set at $3,000, with a
duration maximum of eight semesters or 12 quarters. The Georgia Student Finance Authority is authorized
to establish and maintain a separate fund for this program, which will include public or private grants, gifts,
donations, or contributions dedicated to this program.

The bill includes advanced fine arts courses in the calculation of student grade point averages for the
purpose of determining HOPE and other scholarship eligibility.

The bill prevents the prohibition of possession of an opioid antagonist on university system or technical
college system property or at university system or technical college system sponsored activities. The bill
requires institutions and units to acquire and maintain a supply of opioid antagonists in a secure location,
subject to available funding from community funding sources.
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For institutions or units that maintain an automated external defibrillator, the bill requires such
institutions or units to maintain an opioid antagonist storage compartment within three feet of said
automated external defibrillator, subject to available funding from community funding sources. The bill
authorizes university system and technical college system personnel to administer opioid antagonists
when necessary in specified situations.

The bill establishes a scholarship for medical students that is conditional on the applicant agreeing to
practice medicine in this state for no less than four years after graduation from an eligible medical school.

The bill raises the maximum contribution amount per beneficiary for savings trust accounts related to the
'Georgia Higher Education Savings Plan Act' from $235,000 to $550,000. The bill provides for a tax
deduction related to certain qualified tuition programs.

The bill updates the Georgia Defined Contribution Plan to clarify that individuals performing services for an
institution in which they are enrolled in either part time or full time are excluded from being considered

employees.

The bill clarifies provisions related to the minimum reserve amount of the lottery shortfall reserve.

Industry and Labor Committee Staff: Kevin Daniels

HB 987

HB 1015

Voluntary Portable Benefit Plan Act; enact

By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Industry and Labor Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 987 establishes the 'Voluntary Portable Benefit Plan Act,' allowing any person or
entity to voluntarily contribute funds to a portable benefit account of an independent contractor. The bill
defines relevant terms, including that a "portable benefit plan” is a plan held by an independent contractor
that provides for various benefits, such as health and unemployment insurance.

Voluntary contributions may be made using funds withheld from compensation owed to the independent
contractor, as long as the withholding is expressly and clearly provided in a written agreement, the
withholding is voluntary and requires the independent contractor to opt in, and the independent
contractor can opt out at any time. Voluntary contributions from a person or entity to an independent
contractor will not create an employer-employee relationship.

Self-insurers Guaranty Trust Fund; revise certain funded levels

By: I(Ile .7I/’11/5'IIiam Werkheiser Through the Industry and Labor Committee

t
Final Bill Summary: HB 1015 revises funded levels of the Self-insurers Guaranty Trust Fund. The bill
requires that annual assessments against participants who have paid at least three prior assessments will
cease when the fund reaches a funded level of $25 million net of all liabilities. The board of trustees may
levy a special assessment against participants if the fund is reduced to an amount below $10 million net of
all liabilities.

Insurance Committee Staff: Patrick Mock

HB 1344

Georgia Insurance Affordability and Claims Integrity Act; enact
By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Insurance Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1344 establishes the 'Georgia Insurance Affordability and Claims Integrity Act,’
which updates Georgia insurance law by strengthening consumer protections after catastrophic events,
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SB 503

increasing penalties for insurance fraud and illegal "runner” activity, and enhancing transparency and
accountability in insurance practices while protecting homeowners and sensitive personal information.

Section 2 of the bill establishes a felony offense for individuals who financially benefit from directing motor
vehicle accident victims to specific attorneys or medical providers to generate insurance claims, with
penalties of up to 10 years of imprisonment and fines of up to $200,000.

Section 4 of the bill authorizes the commissioner of the Department of Insurance to extend claim filing
deadlines following a declared disaster, and to require insurers to meet specific timelines for
acknowledging, investigating, deciding, and paying property claims arising from catastrophic events.

Section 6 establishes the process for insurers to seek refunds of fees or taxes that were improperly or
unlawfully collected. The bill requires insurers to submit a written request for reimbursement to the
insurance commissioner and sets a three-year deadline from the date of payment to file such claims.

Section 7 regulates how insurers use aerial or satellite imagery when making decisions to cancel or not
renew coverage for residential homes. The bill requires insurers to provide the images used, explain the
issues identified, and give homeowners at least 60 days to fix any problems. The bill establishes a process
for homeowners to submit proof of repairs, appeal decisions, and potentially have coverage reinstated.

Section 9 establishes the 'Georgia Storm Damage Mitigation Program Act,’' creating a state-administered
grant program to help eligible homeowners and certain local governments strengthen residential
properties against storm damage, with defined eligibility standards, income-based grant limits, contractor
oversight requirements, and dedicated funding from specified insurance premium tax revenues.

Section 10 increases uninsured motorist lapse and restoration fees in Georgia, raising the penalties for gaps
in required auto insurance coverage, escalating fees for repeat violations within five years, and increasing
collection amounts retained by county tax commissioners.

Section 11 updates criminal and civil monetary penalties across numerous parts of Georgia insurance law,
raising fines, extending potential prison terms for certain fraud-related offenses, and expanding the
insurance commissioner's authority to impose higher administrative penalties for regulatory violations
and repeat misconduct.

Section 12 defines terms related to rental platforms and clarifies that rental home marketplace guarantees
are not considered property insurance. The bill requires that such guarantees be backed by an authorized
insurer and include a clear disclosure that the agreement is not property insurance.

Section 14 updates Georgia's law protecting judges and their spouses by requiring state and local agencies
to restrict personally identifiable information from public records, including court filings, land records, and
indexing systems. The bill creates a standardized process to ensure such information is removed from
public access while still allowing limited, authorized access when necessary.

Insurance; rental home marketplace guarantees from the definition of property insurance;
exempt
By: Sen. Marty Harbin (16th) Through the Insurance Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 503 requires insurance companies to cover medically necessary orthotic and
prosthetic devices, along with their materials and components.
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Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee Staff: Michael Satterfield

HB 750 Forsyth County; State Court; add a judge
By: Rep. Brent Cox (28th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 750 adds a third judge to the Forsyth County State Court.

HB 847 Cobb County; tax commissioner and certain employees; change compensation
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 847 revises the compensation and supplements of the Cobb County tax
commissioner.

HB 857 Cobb County; State Court; chief deputy clerk and clerk; change salary
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 857 increases the salary of the clerk and chief deputy clerk of the Cobb County
State Court.

HB 858 Cobb County; State Court; change compensation and number of certain staff of solicitor-
general
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 858 revises the compensation and number of certain staff of the solicitor general of
the Cobb County State Court.

HB 877 Fayetteville, City of; provide new charter
By: Rep. Derrick Jackson (68th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 877 provides a new charter for the City of Fayetteville.

HB 896 Hall County; levy an excise tax
By: Rep. David Clark (100th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 896 authorizes Hall County to levy a hotel/motel tax.

HB 935 Thomas County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 935 authorizes the Thomas County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

HB 936 Berlin, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 936 authorizes the City of Berlin Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

HB 937 Berrien County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 937 authorizes the Berrien County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.
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HB 938

HB 939

HB 940

HB 941

HB 952

HB 953

HB 966

HB 982

HB 1005

HB 1026

Tift County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 938 authorizes the Tift County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Tift County; State Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 939 authorizes the Tift County State Court to collect a technology fee.

Tift County; State Court; provide for compensation of the judge
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 940 revises the salaries of the judge and solicitor-general of the Tift County State
Court.

Tift County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 941 authorizes the Tift County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Bulloch County; board of elections; increase size to five members

By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 952 revises the appointment procedures of the Bulloch County Board of
Elections and Registration, and increases its membership to five members.

City of Statesboro Public Facilities Authority Act; enact
By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 953 creates the City of Statesboro Public Facilities Authority.

Garden City, City of; mayor to fill any vacancy in the office of mayor pro tempore; provide

By: I(IfgéAél)ne Allen Westbrook Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
r

Final Bill Summary: HB 966 allows the mayor of the City of Garden City to fill any vacancy of the office of
mayor pro tempore.

Barnesville, City of; city council; change description of election districts
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 982 revises the City of Barnesville City Council districts.

Austell, City of; provide for a city manager
By: Rep. David Wilkerson (38th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1005 provides for a city manager for the City of Austell.

Valdosta, City of; Board of Education; provide compensation
By: Rep. Dexter Sharper (177th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1026 provides for compensation for the City of Valdosta Board of Education
members.
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HB 1029

HB 1037

HB 1057

HB 1067

HB 1074

HB 1083

HB 1084

HB 1090

HB 1092

HB 1093

Holly Springs, City of; revise boundaries
By: Rep. Brad Thomas (21st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1029 revises the boundaries of the City of Holly Springs.

Cobb County; State Court; change compensation of judges
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1037 revises the compensation of Cobb County State Court judges.

Gwinnett County; State Court; provide eighth judge January 1, 2027 and ninth judge
January 1, 2028

By: Rep. Dar'shun Kendrick (95th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1057 provides for two additional Gwinnett County State Court judges.

West Point, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Vance Smith (138th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1067 provides for a homestead exemption from City of West Point ad valorem
taxes in the amount of $10,000 for all residents.

Suwanee, City of; ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1074 provides a homestead exemption from City of Suwanee ad valorem taxes in
the amount of $15,000 for all residents.

Madison County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1083 authorizes the Madison County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Madison County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1084 authorizes the Madison County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Echols County; Board of Commissioners; county commissioners shall be elected from the
county at large; provide

By: Rep. John Corbett (174th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1090 provides for all Echols County commissioners to be elected at-large.

Chehaw Park Authority; extend existence of authority
By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1092 extends the Chehaw Park Authority through December 31, 2036.

Ware County; nonbinding advisory referendum for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
electors support a perimeter highway bypass around Waycross; provide
By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
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HB 1120

HB 1139

HB 1140

HB 1155

HB 1168

HB 1169

HB 1170

HB 1172

HB 1186

Final Bill Summary: HB 1093 provides for a referendum on voter support of a perimeter bypass around the
City of Waycross.

Union County; governing authority; change from a sole commissioner to a five-member
board of commissioners; provide advisory referendum

By: Rep. Stan Gunter (8th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1120 provides for an advisory referendum on voter support of changing the Union
County Board of Commissioners from a sole commissioner to a five-person board.

Spalding County Water Authority Act; enact
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1139 renames the Spalding County Water and Sewage Facilities Authority to the
Spalding County Water Authority, and revises its membership.

Ben Hill County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Leesa Hagan (156th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1140 authorizes the Ben Hill County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Tift County; board of commissioners; revise purchasing provisions
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1155 revises purchasing provisions of the Tift County Board of Commissioners.

Heard County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. David Huddleston (72nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1168 provides a homestead exemption from Heard County School District ad
valorem taxes in the amount of the total assessed value for residents 70 years of age or older.

Spalding County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1169 authorizes the Spalding County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Spalding County; State Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1170 authorizes the Spalding County State Court to collect a technology fee.

Spalding County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1172 authorizes the Spalding County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Garden City Area Convention and Visitors Bureau Authority; repeal Act
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1186 provides asset and liability provisions for the Garden City Convention and
Visitors Bureau Authority.
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HB 1200

HB 1203

HB 1205

HB 1213

HB 1241

HB 1245

HB 1246

HB 1258

HB 1297

Chatham County; City of Savannah; school district ad valorem tax; homestead exemption;
provisions

By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1200 revises a homestead exemption from Chatham County and City of Savannah

School District ad valorem taxes by preventing any increases in the assessed value beyond the 2025 based
year value.

Chatham County; school district ad valorem tax; homestead exemption; provisions
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1203 provides that residents currently receiving a certain homestead exemption
previously enacted in 1999, will also be eligible for a different homestead exemption enacted in 2025.

Yatesville, City of; provide new charter
By: Rep. Robert Dickey (134th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1205 provides for a new charter of the City of Yatesville.

Mableton, City of; Redevelopment Powers Law; provide for a referendum
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1213 provides for a referendum to authorize the City of Mableton to exercise
redevelopment powers.

Decatur, City of; city commission and public school system; revise provisions
By: Rep. Omari Crawford (89th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1241 provides for an elected office of mayor of the City of Decatur.

Walker County; Board of Education; members shall be elected by voters of the respective
education districts; provide
By: Rep. Mike Cameron (1st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1245 provides for Walker County Board of Education members to be elected by
voters in their respective districts.

Clayton, City of; provide new charter
By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1246 provides a new charter for the City of Clayton.

Muscogee County; State Court; provide additional judge

By: I(?lego Tl'semaine Teddy Reese Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
t

Final Bill Summary: HB 1258 adds an additional judge to the Muscogee County State Court.

Pierce County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Steven Meeks (178th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1297 authorizes the Pierce County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.
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HB 1307

HB 1316

HB 1317

HB 1321

HB 1340

HB 1341

HB 1349

HB 1356

HB 1357

Brookhaven, City of; increase existing homestead exemption for senior citizens and
disabled persons to $200,000.00

By: Rep. Shea Roberts (52nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1307 revises a homestead exemption from City of Brookhaven ad valorem taxes for
senior citizens and disabled residents by increasing the amount to $200,000.

Walker County; school district ad valorem tax; remove five year residency requirement for
homestead exemption
By: Rep. Steve Tarvin (2nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1316 revises a proposed homestead exemption from Walker County School District
ad valorem taxes for residents 70 years of age or older by removing the five-year residency requirement.

Fort Oglethorpe, City of; levy an excise tax
By: Rep. Mitchell Horner (3rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1317 authorizes the City of Fort Oglethorpe to levy a hotel/motel tax.

Cartersville, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Matthew Gambill (15th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1321 provides a homestead exemption from City of Cartersville ad valorem taxes
for all residents in the amount of $100,000.

Hall County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; homestead exemption; increase
income cap
By: Rep. Derrick McCollum (30th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1340 provides a homestead exemption from Hall County School District ad valorem
taxes for residents 66 years of age or older in the amount of $480,000 of the assessed value of the
homestead. It also revises a homestead exemption from Hall County School District ad valorem taxes for
residents 62 years of age or older by increasing the income cap to $40,000.

Hall County; ad valorem tax for county purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Derrick McCollum (30th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1341 provides a homestead exemption from Hall County ad valorem taxes for all
residents in the amount of $10,000.

Fulton County; Board of Education; pension board; revise membership
By: Rep. Lydia Glaize (67th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1349 revises the membership of the pension board of the Fulton County Board of
Education.

Macon County; board of commissioners; revise compensation of chairperson and members
By: Rep. Patty Stinson (150th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1356 revises the compensation of the chairperson and members of the Macon
County Board of Commissioners.

Bulloch County Public Facilities Authority; revenue bonding authority; revise provisions
By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1357 revises the revenue bond authority of the Bulloch County Public Facilities
Authority.
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HB 1358

HB 1359

HB 1367

HB 1375

HB 1404

HB 1424

HB 1435

HB 1440

HB 1452

Brooks County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. John LaHood (175th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1358 authorizes the Brooks County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Brooks County; board of elections and registration; expand to five members

By: Rep. John LaHood (175th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1359 revises the membership and appointment of the Brooks County Board of
Elections and Registration.

Fulton County; appointment of a certain number of board members in the case of vacancies
on the board; provide
By: Rep. Shea Roberts (52nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1367 provides for an appointment process in the case of a vacancy on a board of
one of Fulton County's community improvement districts.

Hall County; State Court; judges; restate provisions
By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1375 adds a fourth judge to the Hall County State Court.

Pooler, City of; levy an excise tax
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1404 authorizes the City of Pooler to levy a hotel/motel tax.

Sumter County; board of education; revise compensation
By: Rep. Mike Cheokas (151st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1424 revises the compensation of the Sumter County Board of Education.

Mount Airy, Town of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology
fee
By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1435 authorizes the Town of Mount Airy Municipal Court to collect a technology
fee.

Bryan County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1440 provides a homestead exemption from Bryan County School District ad
valorem taxes for all residents in the amount that the current year assessed value of the homestead
exceeds the base year assessed value.

Mableton, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1452 authorizes the City of Mableton Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.
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HB 1453

HB 1484

HB 1485

HB 1487

HB 1488

HB 1489

HB 1491

HB 1492

HB 1496

HB 1500

Jeff Davis County; levy an excise tax

By: I(?Ie .7I/;1/5'Hiam Werkheiser Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
t

Final Bill Summary: HB 1453 authorizes Jeff Davis County to levy a hotel/motel tax.

Bowman, City of; levy an excise tax
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1484 authorizes the City of Bowman to levy a hotel/motel tax.

Union County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Stan Gunter (8th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1485 authorizes the Union County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Cornelia, City of; remove millage rate cap
By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1487 removes the millage rate cap of the City of Cornelia.

Hinesville Conference Center and Tourism Authority Act; enact
By: Rep. Al Williams (168th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1488 creates the Hinesville Conference Center and Tourism Authority.

Douglasville, City of; require candidates seeking election from a district to reside in such
district for a certain amount of time prior to the date of such election
By: Rep. Sylvia Baker (64th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1489 adds a district residency requirement for candidates seeking election to the
Douglasville City Council.

Bartow County; ad valorem tax for county purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Mitchell Scoggins (14th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1491 revises a homestead exemption from Bartow County ad valorem taxes for
certain residents by increasing the amount to $30,000.

Hampton City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Robert Flournoy (74th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1492 provides a homestead exemption from City of Hampton ad valorem taxes for
residents who have lived in the city for five years or longer in the amount of the full assessed value.

Acworth, City of; adopt by reference a certain map
By: Rep. Lisa Campbell (35th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1496 readopts the map of the boundaries of the City of Acworth.

Suwanee, City of; change corporate limits
By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1500 provides an annexation for the City of Suwanee.
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HB 1503

HB 1504

HB 1507

HB 1508

HB 1513

HB 1514

HB 1515

HB 1519

HB 1525

HB 1526

Covington, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Tim Fleming (114th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1503 provides a homestead exemption from City of Covington ad valorem taxes for
all residents in the total amount of the assessed value.

Dekalb County; State Court; authorize the charge and collection of technology fees
By: Rep. Omari Crawford (89th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1504 authorizes the DeKalb County State Court to collect a technology fee.

Wayne County; State Court; judge and solicitor; revise salary
By: Rep. Steven Meeks (178th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1507 revises compensation of the judge and solicitor of the Wayne County State
Court.

Pembroke, City of; election and terms for mayor and city council members; revise
provisions
By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1508 revises the elections and terms of the City of Pembroke's mayor and city
council members.

Fayette County; State Court; change compensation of judge
By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1513 revises the compensation of the judge and solicitor of the Fayette County
State Court.

Fulton County; Board of Education; change election date of president
By: Rep. Lydia Glaize (67th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1514 changes the election date of the Fulton County Board of Education president.

Madison County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1515 provides a homestead exemption from Madison County School District ad
valorem taxes for residents 70 years of age or older in the amount of $75,000.

Peachtree City Public Facilities Authority; terms of office for certain members; provide
By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1519 provides for terms of office for members of the City of Peachtree City Public
Facilities Authority.

Auburn, City of; revise and readopt charter in its entirety
By: Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1525 provides for a new charter for the City of Auburn.

Early County; repeal a former local constitutional amendment
By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1526 repeals a former Early County ad valorem tax exemption.
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HB 1527

HB 1528

HB 1529

HB 1530

HB 1531

HB 1534

HB 1535

HB 1536

HB 1537

Franklin Springs, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead
exemption
By: Rep. Alan Powell (33rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1527 provides for a homestead exemption from City of Franklin Springs ad valorem
taxes for residents 65 years of age or older in the full amount of the assessed value of the homestead.

Franklin Springs, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a
technology fee
By: Rep. Alan Powell (33rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1528 authorizes the City of Franklin Springs Municipal Court to collect a technology
fee.

Canon, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Alan Powell (33rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1529 authorizes the City of Canon Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

Fairmount, City of; future mayors shall be elected to four-year terms; provide
By: Rep. Matt Barton (5th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1530 provides that future City of Fairmount mayors will be elected to four-year
terms.

Ball Ground, City of; primaries and elections shall be held and conducted in accordance
with the Georgia Election Code; provide
By: Rep. Rick Jasperse (11th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1531 provides that primaries and elections for the City of Ball Ground will be
conducted in accordance with the Georgia Election Code.

Chatham County; State Court; provide additional judge
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1534 provides an additional judge to the Chatham County State Court.

Sandy Springs, City of; Redevelopment Powers Law; provide for a referendum
By: Rep. Deborah Silcox (53rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1535 provides for a referendum to authorize the City of Sandy Springs to exercise
redevelopment powers.

Eatonton, City of; provide a new charter
By: Rep. Trey Rhodes (124th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1536 provides for a new charter of the City of Eatonton.

Bibb County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; provide a homestead exemption
By: Rep. Tangie Herring (145th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1537 provides for a homestead exemption from Bibb County School District ad
valorem taxes for certain residents in the following amounts: $17,000 of the assessed value for residents
between the ages of 65 and 74; $32,000 of the assessed value for residents between the ages of 75 and 84;
and the full assessed value of the homestead for residents 85 years of age or older.
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HB 1538

HB 1539

HB 1540

HB 1541

HB 1542

HB 1543

HB 1544

HB 1545

HB 1547

Macon-Bibb County; ad valorem tax for county purposes; provide a homestead exemption
By: Rep. Tangie Herring (145th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1538 provides for a homestead exemption from Bibb County ad valorem taxes for
certain residents in the following amounts: $17,000 of the assessed value for residents between the ages of

65 and 74; $32,000 of the assessed value for residents between the ages of 75 and 84; and the full assessed
value for residents 85 years of age or older.

Ware County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1539 authorizes the Ware County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Ware County; State Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1540 authorizes the Ware County State Court to collect a technology fee.

Ware County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1541 authorizes the Ware County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Worth County; Magistrate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1542 authorizes the Worth County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Chattooga County; school district ad valorem tax; homestead exemption; increase income
cap

By: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (12th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1543 revises a homestead exemption from Chattooga County School District ad

valorem taxes for residents 70 years of age or older by increasing the income cap to $38,000. It also
increases the exemption amount to $41,150 for the 2027 tax year and to $55,000 for the 2028 tax year.

Chattooga County; ad valorem tax; county purposes; provide a homestead exemption
By: Rep. Eddie Lumsden (12th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1544 provides a homestead exemption from Chattooga County ad valorem taxes for
residents 70 years of age or older in the amount of $70,000 with an annual income cap of $38,000.

Putnam County; board of commissioners; current board members to continue their terms
of office; provide
By: Rep. Trey Rhodes (124th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1545 revises provisions relating to the terms of office and residency requirements
for the Putnam County Board of Commissioners.

Liberty County; board of elections and registration; provide staggered terms for certain
future appointees
By: Rep. Al Williams (168th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1547 provides for staggered terms of office for members of the Liberty County
Board of Elections and Registration.
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HB 1548

HB 1549

HB 1550

HB 1551

HB 1552

HB 1553

HB 1555

HB 1556

HB 1557

HB 1558

Clarkesville, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology
fee

By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1548 authorizes the City of Clarkesville Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

Cornelia, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1549 authorizes the City of Cornelia Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

Byron, City of; change corporate limits
By: Rep. Robert Dickey (134th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1550 provides for an annexation in the City of Byron.

Pickens County; school district ad valorem tax; homestead exemption; increase income cap
By: Rep. Rick Jasperse (11th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1551 revises a homestead exemption from Pickens County School District ad
valorem taxes for certain senior citizen and disabled residents by increasing the income cap to $40,000.

Bremen, City of; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Tyler Smith (18th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1552 provides a homestead exemption from City of Bremen School District ad
valorem taxes for residents 65 years of age or older who have have lived in the school district for at least
five years in the amount of $90,000.

Forest Park, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology
fee

By: Rep. Rhonda Burnough (77th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1553 authorizes the City of Forest Park Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

Fort Valley, City of; deannex certain territory
By: Rep. Bethany Ballard (147th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1555 deannexes certain territory from the City of Fort Valley.

Nicholls, City of; provide new charter
By: Rep. Angie O'Steen (169th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1556 provides a new charter for the City of Nicholls.

Fayette County; board of elections; revise composition
By: Rep. Karen Mathiak (82nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1557 revises the membership of the Fayette County Board of Elections.

Palmetto, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Lydia Glaize (67th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
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HB 1559

HB 1560

HB 1562

HB 1563

HB 1564

HB 1565

HB 1566

Final Bill Summary: HB 1558 provides a homestead exemption from City of Palmetto ad valorem taxes for
residents 65 years of age or older in the full amount of the assessed value.

Palmetto, City of; qualifications, terms, powers, and duties of mayor, councilmembers, and
city manager; revise provisions
By: Rep. Lydia Glaize (67th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1559 revises city charter provisions related to the City of Palmetto mayor, city
council, and city manager.

Springfield, City of; Redevelopment Powers Law; provide for a referendum
By: Rep. Jon Burns (159th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1560 provides for a referendum to authorize the City of Springfield to exercise
redevelopment powers.

Pike County; ad valorem tax; increase amount of homestead exemption for residents who
are totally disabled

By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1562 revises a homestead exemption from Pike County ad valorem taxes for
residents who are totally disabled by increasing it to the following amounts: $15,000 for all totally disabled
residents; $17,500 for residents who have also resided in the county for five to nine years; $22,500 for
residents who have also resided in the county for 10 to 19 years; and $30,000 for residents who have also
resided in the county for 20 years or more.

Pike County; ad valorem tax; increase amount of homestead exemption for residents who
are senior citizens

By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1563 provides a homestead exemption from Pike County ad valorem taxes for
residents 65 years of age and older in the following amounts: $15,000 for all senior citizens; $20,000 for
senior citizens who have resided in the county for five to nine years; $30,000 for senior citizens who have
resided in the county for 10 to 19 years; and $50,000 for senior citizens who have resided in the county 20
years or more.

Lee County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1564 provides a homestead exemption from Lee County School District ad valorem
taxes for residents 67 years of age or older in the full amount of the assessed value.

Lee County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1565 provides a homestead exemption from Lee County School District ad valorem
taxes for residents 80 years of age or older, with an income cap of $40,000 annually, in the full amount of
the assessed value.

Ware County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. James Burchett (176th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1566 provides a homestead exemption from Ware County ad valorem taxes for
residents 75 years of age or older in the full amount of the assessed value.
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HB 1567

HB 1568

HB 1569

HB 1570

HB 1571

HB 1573

HB 1575

HB 1576

HB 1578

Quitman, City of; transfer of all legal rights, privileges, and assets to Brooks County; provide
By: Rep. John LaHood (175th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1567 provides for a referendum on consolidating the City of Quitman with Brooks
County.

Woodstock, City of; change corporate limits
By: Rep. Brad Thomas (21st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1568 annexes certain property into the City of Woodstock.

McDonough, City of; Municipal Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology
fee

By: Rep. Mary Ann Santos (117th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1569 authorizes the City of McDonough Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.

Cochran/Bleckley Airport Authority; board; revise membership
By: Rep. Danny Mathis (133rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1570 revises the membership of the Cochran/Bleckley Airport Authority.

Bryan County; State Court; revise terms
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1571 revises the terms of the Bryan County State Court.

Statham, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1573 provides for a homestead exemption from City of Statham ad valorem taxes
for residents 62 years of age or older in the amount of $20,000. It provides an additional exemption for
residents 67 years of age or older in the amount of $10,000.

Kingsland, City of; ad valorem tax; apply exemption to residents 62 years or older
By: Rep. Steven Sainz (180th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1575 provides a homestead exemption from City of Kingsland ad valorem taxes for
residents 62 years of age or older in the amount of $25,000.

Kingsland, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Steven Sainz (180th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1576 provides a homestead exemption from City of Kingsland ad valorem taxes for
all residents in the amount by which the current year assessed value exceeds the base year assessed value
of the homestead.

Arcade, Town of; municipality; clarify name
By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1578 changes the name of the Town of Arcade to "the City of Arcade." It also revises
the powers of the mayor and the organizational meeting schedule.
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HB 1580

HB 1581

HB 1582

HB 1583

HB 1587

HB 1588

HB 1594

HB 1595

HB 1598

Henry County Airport Authority; current operative provisions; repeal and replace
By: Rep. EI-Mahdi Holly (116th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1580 revises all operative provisions of the Henry County Airport Authority.

Fayetteville, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1581 provides a homestead exemption from City of Fayetteville ad valorem taxes
for all residents in the amount that the assessed value exceeds the 2025 base year value.

Fayette County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1582 provides a homestead exemption from Fayette County school district ad
valorem taxes for all residents in the amount that the assessed value exceeds the 2025 base year value.

Fayette County; ad valorem tax; floating proportional amount based upon any increased
property tax collections; provide new exemption
By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1583 provides a homestead exemption from Fayette County ad valorem taxes for
all residents in the amount that the assessed value exceeds the 2025 base year value.

Cobb County; abolish office of elected county surveyor; provide appointment
By: Rep. Gabriel Sanchez (42nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1587 abolishes the elected office of the county surveyor of Cobb County. It provides
for an appointed office of a county surveyor to serve an indefinite term at the pleasure of the governing
authority.

Cobb County; salaries of chief deputy sheriff, assistant chief deputy sheriff, and executive
assistant to the sheriff shall be determined by the sheriff; provide

By: Rep. Terry Cummings (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1588 provides that the salaries of the chief deputy sheriff, assistant chief deputy
sheriff, and executive assistant to the sheriff will be determined by the Cobb County sheriff.

Riceboro, City of; revise corporate limits
By: Rep. Al Williams (168th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1594 annexes certain property into the City of Riceboro.

Clarke County; school district ad valorem tax; revise how income cap is calculated
By: Rep. Spencer Frye (122nd) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1595 revises an administrative provision of a homestead exemption from Athens-
Clarke County School District ad valorem taxes by revising how the income cap is calculated.

Laurens County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Matt Hatchett (155th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1598 provides a homestead exemption from Laurens County School District ad
valorem taxes for residents 80 years of age or older in the full amount of the assessed value.
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HB 1599

HB 1601

HB 1602

SB 316

SB 317

SB 348

SB 349

SB 350

SB 351

Sandersville School Building Authority; members; revise qualification
By: Rep. Mack Jackson (128th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1599 revises the qualifications of members of the Sandersville School Building
Authority.

Gainesville, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Matt Dubnik (29th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1601 provides a homestead exemption from City of Gainesville ad valorem taxes
for all residents in the amount of $10,000.

Gainesville, City of; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption
By: Rep. Matt Dubnik (29th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1602 provides a homestead exemption from City of Gainesville School District ad
valorem taxes for all residents in the amount of $10,000.

Probate Court of Clinch County; assessment and collection of a technology fee; authorize
By: Sen. Russ Goodman (8th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 316 authorizes the Clinch County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Magistrate Court of Clinch County; assessment and collection of a technology fee; authorize
By: Sen. Russ Goodman (8th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 317 authorizes the Clinch County Magistrate Court to collect a technology fee.

Hancock County; Board of County Commissioners; description of the commissioner
districts; change

By: Sen. David Lucas (26th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 348 changes the districts of the Hancock County Board of Commissioners.

Hancock County; levy an excise tax pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 48-13-51 of
the 0.C.G.A.; authorize the governing authority

By: Sen. David Lucas (26th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 349 authorizes Hancock County to levy a hotel/motel tax.

DeKalb County; certain judges, judicial officers, and county officers; revise the
compensation
By: Sen. Kim Jackson (41st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 350 revises the compensation of Dekalb County judges, judicial officers, and county
officers.

County of Treutlen; the salary of the judge and solicitor-general; change
By: Sen. Larry Walker III (20th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 351 revises the compensation of the solicitor-general and judge of the Treutlen
County State Court.
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SB 359

SB 407

SB 457

SB 469

SB 494

SB 543

SB 544

SB 545

Henry County; Board of Commissioners; code of ethics; revise and restate provisions
By: Sen. Emanuel Jones (10th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 359 revises the code of ethics for the Henry County Board of Commissioners.

Homestead Exemption; Cherokee County school district ad valorem taxes for educational
purposes; provide

By: Sen. Jason Dickerson (21st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 407 provides for a homestead exemption from Cherokee County School District ad

valorem taxes for all residents through tax year 2031 in the amount that the current year assessed value of
the homestead exceeds the adjusted base year value.

City of Mulberry; provision of services and exercise of powers by the city; provide
By: Sen. Clint Dixon (45th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 457 provides for a city manager, staggered terms for city council members, and
provisions of services and powers of the City of Mulberry.

Board of Commissioners of Forsyth County; term limits for members; provide
By: Sen. Shawn Still (48th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 469 provides term limits for the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners.

Board of Commissioners of Irwin County; the compensation of the board of commissioners;
revise provisions

By: Sen. Carden Summers (13th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 494 revises the compensation and duties of the [rwin County Board of

Commissioners. It revises the appointment of the clerk of the board, and superintendent of roads and
bridges. It also provides for the appointment of a vice chairperson and county administrator.

Board of Commissioners of Roads and Revenues for Butts County; required to read an
ordinance, resolution, or other matter before the board at one meeting prior to the
adoption; provide

By: Sen. Rick Williams (25th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 543 provides that an ordinance, resolution, or other matter will only be required to
be read before the Butts County Board of Commissioners at one meeting before it can be adopted.

Butts County; a homestead exemption from Butts County ad valorem taxes for county
purposes; provide
By: Sen. Rick Williams (25th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 544 provides a homestead exemption from Butts County ad valorem taxes for
residents 62 years of age or older in the amount of $70,000.

Butts County; a homestead exemption from Butts County ad valorem taxes for county
purposes; provide
By: Sen. Rick Williams (25th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 545 provides a homestead exemption from Butts County ad valorem taxes for all
residents in the amount of $50,000.
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SB 567

SB 574

SB 575

SB 601

SB 609

SB 612

SB 613

SB 616

SB 618

"Ellaville-Schley County Parks and Recreation Authority Act"; enact
By: Sen. Ed Harbison (15th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 567 creates the Ellaville-Schley County Parks and Recreation Authority.

City of Metter; ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes; provide a homestead exemption
By: Sen. Billy Hickman (4th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 574 provides a homestead exemption from City of Metter ad valorem taxes for all
residents in the amount of $2,000.

City of Metter; ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes; provide a homestead exemption
By: Sen. Billy Hickman (4th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 575 provides a homestead exemption of the City of Metter ad valorem taxes for
residents 65 years of age or older, and whose income does not exceed $10,000 in the amount of $4,000.

Atlanta Board of Education; residency limitations on qualifications for employment of the
executive assistant to the board, chief financial officer, and internal auditor; remove

By: Sen. Sonya Halpern (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 601 revises provisions for the executive assistant, chief financial officer, and
internal auditor of the City of Atlanta Board of Education.

DeKalb County; County Board of Education; changes in boundaries of school district; revise
provisions

By: Sen. Kim Jackson (41st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 609 revises the boundaries of the DeKalb County School District.

City of Cochran Public Facilities Authority; create
By: Sen. Larry Walker III (20th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 612 creates the City of Cochran Public Facilities Authority.

Superior Court of Clayton County; change the compensation of the sheriff
By: Sen. Gail Davenport (17th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 613 revises the compensation of the Clayton County sheriff.

Fulton County; written consent for the creation of community improvement districts;
provide

By: Sen. Sonya Halpern (39th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 616 requires the written consent of a majority of homeowners within a proposed

community improvement district of Fulton County before the board can exercise any powers or conduct
any business.

Municipal Court of the City of Decatur; the assessment and collection of a technology fee;
authorize

By: Sen. Elena Parent (44th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 618 authorizes the City of Decatur Municipal Court to collect a technology fee.
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SB 619

SB 620

SB 621

SB 622

SB 623

SB 625

Board of Education of Hancock County; the description of the education districts; change
By: Sen. David Lucas (26th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 619 changes the Hancock Count Board of Education districts.

State Court of Barrow County; a full-time solicitor-general; provide
By: Sen. Clint Dixon (45th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 620 provides for a full-time solicitor-general and assistant solicitors-general for the
Barrow County State Court.

"Barrow County Public Facilities Authority Act"; enact
By: Sen. Clint Dixon (45th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 621 creates the Barrow County Public Facilities Authority.

City of Tucker; annexation of certain territory into the boundaries of the city; provide
By: Sen. Kim Jackson (41st) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 622 annexes certain property into the City of Tucker.

State Court of Clayton County; compensation of the solicitor-general of the state court;
revise provisions
By: Sen. Kenya Wicks (34th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 623 revises the compensation of the solicitor-general of the Clayton County State
Court.

City of Decatur Public Facilities Authority; a referendum for issuing revenue bonds for
certain projects requested by the City Schools of Decatur; require
By: Sen. Elena Parent (44th) Through the Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 625 adds a requirement of a referendum for issuing revenue bonds requested by
the City Schools of Decatur.

Judiciary Committee Staff: Brock Perry

HB 304

HB 530

Local government; Georgia Municipal Court Clerks' Council; create

By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 304 creates the Georgia Municipal Court Clerks' Council as an institution designed
to improve municipal courts, assist municipal court staff, and assist in training municipal court staff. The

council is a state agency comprised of the municipal court staff of all state municipal courts. The council is
authorized to elect officers and an executive committee.

The bill creates the office of senior municipal judge, with the position available upon application by any
former municipal court judge or judge of a court exercising municipal court jurisdiction.

Courts; authorization for electronic filing of pleadings in probate court; provide
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 530 requires all probate courts on or before January 1, 2029, to provide electronic
filing of all pleadings and any other documents related to civil matters in probate court. A court's electronic
filing service provider may charge a fee not to exceed $30 per filer per case, in addition to a convenience
fee for credit card and bank drafting services. A fee will not be charged for the filing of pleadings or leaves
of absences.
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HB 999

HB 1024

HB 1121

HB 1185

HB 1187

A portion of the transaction fee will be retained by the probate court and remitted to the local governing
authority. An attorney will be allowed unlimited access to view and download electronically filed
documents, and the judge and their staff will have access to all electronically filed pleadings and
documents.

Magistrate courts; collecting sums and fees authorized by law; revise provisions
By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 999 clarifies that costs collected in court-connected alternative dispute resolution
programs are in addition to fees and costs collected by magistrate courts. The bill clarifies that legislation
passed in 2026 for the non-partisan election of magistrates will go into effect in 2027, regardless of
whether a constitutional amendment related to the non-partisan election of probate judges is ratified prior
to 2027.

The bill increases the maximum dollar amount of claims to be heard in magistrate courts from $15,000 to
$25,000.

Property; debtor's aggregate interest in real property or personal property used as a
residence; revise exemption

By: Rep. Soo Hong (103rd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1024 revises the maximum values of property exempted for purposes of
bankruptcy from $21,500 to $50,000 for an individual, and from $43,000 to $100,000 for a married couple

when that property is the primary residence of both spouses. Procedures for adjusting for inflation are
included in the bill.

Cordele Judicial Court; change certain terms of court

By: Rep. Noel Williams (148th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1121 revises the terms of court for the Cordele Judicial Circuit to January 1 and July
1.

Courts; certain shareholder claims to be brought before the Georgia State-wide Business
Court; provide

By: Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1185, relating to the jurisdiction of the Georgia State-wide Business Court, permits

a corporation through its bylaws to require internal entity claims such as proceedings related to court-
ordered inspection of corporate records to be brought solely and exclusively in the business court.

Additionally, internal entity claims are permitted to be heard in the Business Court if the entity is a public
company, a private company that conducts particular federal securities actions, or an entity composed
exclusively of individuals or entities who would otherwise qualify as particular accredited investors under
federal law.

Trey's Law; enact

By: Rep. Soo Hong (103rd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1187 voids any provision of an agreement that has the purpose or effect of
concealing the details relating to a claim of childhood sexual abuse as contrary to public policy. A person

may agree to keep confidential any other provision of a settlement agreement, including the amount or
payment terms of a settlement.
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HB 1208

HB 1215

HB 1470

HR 251

The change in law is applicable to agreements entered into before, on, or after the effective date. A person
may not enforce an agreement that prevents disclosure unless the person obtains a declaratory judgment
that is final and declares that the agreement is enforceable.

Civil practice; require depositions to be taken before certified court reporters
By: Rep. Stan Gunter (8th) Through the Judiciary Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1208 revises statute related to court reporting by removing requirements that

stenographic means be used, but rather a certified court reporter or by any means permitted by the Board
of Court Reporting.

Middle Judicial Circuit; superior courts; provide for a third judge
By: Rep. Butch Parrish (158th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1215 increases the number of superior court judges in the Middle Judicial Circuit,
which consists of Candler, Emanuel, Jefferson, Toombs, and Washington Counties, from two to three. The
third judge will be, subject to appropriations, appointed for a term beginning January 1, 2027, continuing
through December 31, 2028. A successor will be elected at the nonpartisan judicial election in 2028.

The bill adds a 21st judge to the Atlanta Judicial Circuit. This judge will be, subject to appropriations,
appointed for a term beginning January 1, 2027, continuing through December 31, 2028. A successor will
be elected at the nonpartisan judicial election in 2028.

The bill adds a sixth judge to the Clayton Judicial Circuit. This judge will be, subject to appropriations,
appointed for a term beginning January 1, 2027, continuing through December 31, 2028. A successor will
be elected at the nonpartisan judicial election in 2028.

The bill adds a sixth judge to the Northeastern Circuit, which consists of Dawson and Hall Counties. This
judge will be appointed for a term beginning January 1, 2027, continuing through December 31, 2028. A
successor will be elected at the nonpartisan judicial election in 2028.

The bill adds a 12th judge to the Gwinnett Judicial Circuit. This judge will be appointed for a term beginning
January 1, 2027, continuing through December 31, 2028. A successor will be elected at the nonpartisan
judicial election in 2028.

Torts; abusive litigation based on alleged website access violations under federal and state
law; create a cause of action
By: Rep. Trey Kelley (16th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1470 requires that when a civil action brought by a claimant alleging that the
opposite party operates a website that violates the Americans with Disabilities Act, and that claim is either
adjudicated on the merits, involuntarily dismissed, or dismissed on standing grounds, the claimant will be
entitled to recover the greater of actual damages or $10,000, reasonable attorney fees, and treble damages.
Any action will be brought within two years after the entry of judgment in the underlying unsuccessful
action.

Local government; probate judges shall be elected in nonpartisan elections; provide - CA
By: Rep. Kimberly New (40th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 251 proposes a constitutional amendment to require all probate judges to be
elected in nonpartisan elections.
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SB 111

SB 403

SB 406

"Georgia Consumer Privacy Protection Act"; enact

By: Sen. John Albers (56th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 111 amends the definition of "rural hospital organization" to include "rural
freestanding emergency department.” The organization must also have its primary campus in a rural
county and be licensed to provide maternal/newborn services, or have at least five percent of its annual net
revenue categorized as indigent care, charity care, or bad debt.

Unclaimed Property; property is presumed abandoned; provide for exceptions
By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 403 amends provisions related to the disposition of unclaimed property. Definitions
are modified, and provisions are amended to ensure property is not considered abandoned if an apparent
owner expresses interest by adjusting the property held in the account or directing activity in the account.

A probate court order will not be required for a claimant who is an heir of a deceased owner if the claimant
files an affidavit with the department that is signed by all heirs, and when the total aggregate value of
unclaimed property held by the department is equal to or less than $7,500.

"Georgia Property Owners' Bill of Rights Act"; enact
By: Sen. Matt Brass (6th) Through the Judiciary Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 406, the 'Georgia Property Owners' Bill of Rights Act,' prohibits owners'
associations from collecting fines, collecting fees, or filing liens unless that association is registered with
the secretary of state. In addition to a $100 fee, the association will also file a copy of the governing
documents and a registration statement. Procedures for the secretary's office to determine compliance are
included in the bill, as well as investigation rules and appeals procedures for potential denials, revocations,
or suspensions of registrations.

Any resident of a development that claims they have been damaged by an owners' association action or
inaction may file a complaint within 180 days of the incident with the secretary, who will appoint a hearing
officer to conduct the proceedings. The hearing officer will investigate and may order a hearing before the
arbitrator. The hearing officer will report findings and render conclusions to the complainant and
respondent in each case, who will have 15 days thereafter to satisfy the conclusions. An appeals process is
included initially to magistrate court and subsequently to superior court. Owners rights are included in the
bill, including the ability to inspect and obtain copies of owners' association records and accounting
records.

No foreclosure action against a lien will be permitted unless the lien amount is at least the lesser of $4,000
or an amount equal to 12 months of regular assessments in arrears but not less than $2,000. Fines or fees
will not be included in that calculation. Not less than 60 days after notice is sent may a lien be foreclosed by
the association. Payment of any assessment as well as late charges prior to the 60th day following receipt of
notice will eliminate the right of foreclosure. A court of competent jurisdiction may seal all dispossessory
proceeding records when the tenant has prevailed in the proceeding, has fully satisfied the judgment, or
seven years have lapsed since the filing of a dismissal or a judgment.

The bill requires that prior to a property owners association collecting attorney's fees, it will provide an
initial notice to the lot owner from the association or its agent identifying outstanding fines or delinquent
fees, a reasonable amount of time to pay those fines or fees, and an itemized list of attorney's fees claimed.

The bill allows the recordation of home owners associations covenants that require four-fifths of votes to
approve submission and amendments. Covenant provisions that require a majority greater than four-fifths
are valid if the association votes by majority within one year of recordation to maintain the provisions. If
no vote occurs, those provisions requiring more than four-fifths of votes will be deemed to only require
four-fifths of the voting interest.
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SB 542 Sexual Offenses; clergy members to be charged with certain improper sexual contact
offenses; permit
By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th) Through the Judiciary Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 542 adds the offense of improper sexual contact by a clergy member in the first
degree and improper sexual contact by a clergy member in the second degree when the person, while in a
pastoral counseling or spiritual authority relationship with the victim and by means of coercion or
intimidation knowingly engages in sexually explicit conduct or sexual contact, respectively, with the victim.
A first degree punishment will be by imprisonment for between one to 25 years and by a fine, while a
second degree punishment will be as a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature for the first
conviction. A statute of limitations of 15 years is provided in the bill.

SB 552 "True Patriotism and Universal Student Access (TPUSA) Act"; enact
By: Sen. Ben Watson (1st) Through the Judiciary Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 552, the 'True Patriotism and Universal Student Access (TPUSA) Act,’ permits
students enrolled in public schools to organize partisan or non-partisan political activities and groups
before, during, and after school to the same extent that students are permitted to organize other non-
curricular student activities and groups during non-instructional time.
Nothing will be construed to require a public school to establish a limited open forum, but a public school
will be deemed to have established a limited open forum when the school permits a student group to meet
on school premises during non-instructional time.
Partisan and non-partisan groups will be given the same access to public school facilities and the same
opportunity to announce meetings as is given to other groups without discrimination, provided the school
uniformly ensures that meetings are voluntary, student initiated, and do not substantially interfere with
educational activities, attendance, and discipline.

SB570 "Georgia Human Trafficking Prevention Training Act"; enact
By: Sen. Shawn Still (48th) Through the Judiciary Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 570 requires hotels and third-party managed short-term rental properties'
employees to complete a training course annually on identifying and reporting suspected human
trafficking. Owners, operators, or managers who violate this Code section will be subject to a fine of $500
for a first offense, $1,000 for a second offense, and $2,000 for a third or subsequent violation.
The provisions of the bill do not apply to short-term rental properties managed exclusively by the property
owner and offered for rental fewer than 15 days per calendar year.

Judiciary Non-Civil Committee Staff: Kevin Daniels

HB 162 Georgia Bureau of Investigation; restriction and seal of First Offender Act sentences until

such status is revoked; provide
By: Rep. Leesa Hagan (156th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 162 automatically restricts and seals the record of an offense by an individual after
July 1, 2026 who was sentenced to Title 42, Chapter 8, Article 3 ('First Offenders Act'). A clerk will cause
every document in connection with the case to be sealed within 60 days of exoneration and discharge.

Those exonerated of guilt and discharged as a first offender prior to July 1, 2026 may petition the court to
have the records sealed, and the file, docket, minutes, and all other court records will be sealed and made
unavailable to the public within 90 days of filing the petition.
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HB 447

HB 483

HB 535

If first offender status is revoked, then a court will unseal the records, and courts, law enforcement
agencies, jails, and detention centers may disseminate the records.

When a court orders records to be sealed, the court will also order that records maintained by law
enforcement agencies, jails, and detention centers be restricted and unavailable to the public. Records will
always be available for the Judicial Qualifications Commission; by judges of courts of competent
jurisdiction in the state; by a prosecutor or public defender who submits an affidavit to the applicable clerk;
pursuant to a court order; by an individual who is the subject of sealed or restricted criminal history
information; or as provided in 0.C.G.A. 42-8-65 (Use of Prior Finding of Guilt in Subsequent Prosecutions).

Crimes and offenses; crimes of gift card theft, gift card forgery, and gift card fraud; provide
By: Rep. Joseph Gullett (19th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 447 creates three new sets of criminal penalties for gift card theft, forgery, and
fraud.

Gift card theft is committed when either: a person has intent to defraud and acquires or retains possession
of a gift card or gift card redemption information without consent of the cardholder, card issuer, or gift card
seller; or a person has intent to defraud and uses, for the purposes of obtaining money, goods, services, or
anything else of value, a gift card or gift card information that has been obtained in violation of subsections
(b), (c), or (d) of the Code section.

Gift card forgery is committed when a person has intent to defraud, and alters or tampers with a gift card
or its packaging.

Gift card fraud is committed when a person has intent to defraud and devises a scheme to obtain a gift card
or gift card information from a cardholder, card issuer, or gift card seller by means of false or fraudulent
pretenses, representations, or promises.

A person convicted of any violation of these new crimes will be imprisoned for between one and 10 years
and a maximum fine of $5,000.

Crimes and offenses; protections for inspectors of code enforcement; provide
By: Rep. Brian Prince (132nd) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 483 adds a definition for "code enforcement official,” which includes those

employed by or under contract with cities and counties who inspect buildings and businesses to ensure
they are in compliance with the law.

The bill adds code enforcement officials to the list of the enhanced penalties for simple assault, aggravated
assault, simple battery, battery, and aggravated battery.

Penal institutions; credit for time served regarding probation revocation sentencing;
provide

By: Rep. Tyler Smith (18th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 535, Section 1, clarifies that fentanyl trafficking requires possession of four or more

grams of fentanyl or any salt, isomer, or salt of an isomer thereof. Numerous maximum fines are increased,
and maximum fines and terms of imprisonment are set.

Section 2 addresses the Georgia Court of Appeals' case in Kellum v. State (2023). Regarding time served
calculations for a person who has been incarcerated, that person will be given full credit for each day
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HB 1075

HB 1131

HB 1329

SB 204

served in confinement, since the date of the commission of the violation, per 0.C.G.A. 17-10-11, excluding
time tolled per 0.C.G.A. 42-8-36.

Sexual offenses; modify penalty for offenders previously convicted of the offense of
trafficking of persons for labor or sexual servitude

By: Rep. Johnny Chastain (7th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1075 requires that a person convicted of a fourth or subsequent misdemeanor
under Title 16, Chapters 5 or 6, will be deemed to have committed a felony and be punished by
imprisonment for one to 10 years. The first year will not be suspended, probated, deferred, or withheld.
Multiple qualifying misdemeanors occurring on the same date constitute only one qualifying misdemeanor.

Criminal procedure; personal service of process for notice of a warrant application
hearing; provide

By: Rep. Soo Hong (103rd) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1131 amends 0.C.G.A. 17-4-40 and 17-4-41 to require attempting to provide notice
by personal service (or any other approved means) to the person whose arrest is sought before conducting
a warrant application hearing. If an affidavit is made or a warrant is issued for arrest, then the accused
person must be informed by personal service of the specific charge against them and of other basic,
relevant information.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 17-6-15 to exclude persons posting cash bonds on behalf of immediate family
members from the requirement that no more than three cash bonds may be posted per year by any
individual.

Controlled substances; Schedule I; provide certain provisions

By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1329 adds additional substances to the list of Schedule I controlled substances.
0.C.G.A. 16-13-71, the list of dangerous drugs which may be dispensed only upon prescription, is amended
to add numerous new drugs. Certain qualifiers are removed for the following three dangerous drugs:
antihemophilic factor (recombinant), chikungunya vaccine, and COVID-19 vaccine.

The bill revises standards for the epinephrine exception to allow pharmacists to distribute devices that
deliver a spray of two mg of epinephrine or less for emergency treatment of allergic reactions.

Criminal Procedure; offenses that are not serious violent felonies, sexual felonies, or other
certain offenses to be charged by accusation of the district attorney; allow
By: Sen. Colton Moore (53rd) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 204 prohibits counties and municipalities from regulating the storage of firearms.
Lawful weapons carriers who have been aggrieved by a rule in violation of this pre-emption are provided
the right to bring an action for an injunction or a civil cause of action. A plaintiff in a civil case is provided
the ability to sue for either: actual damages or $25,000, whichever is greater, and collect reasonable
attorneys' fees and any other costs associated with the action, or liquidated damages of three times the
expenses of litigation and reasonable attorneys' fees. There is a one-year statute of limitations for these
actions.

The bill allows prosecutors to accuse an individual, rather than indict that person through the grand jury
process, unless the charge includes a serious violent felony, a sexual felony, the 'Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations Act' (RICO), criminal street gang activity, or a violation of local law involving firearm
preemption.
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Professions and Businesses; a preclearance process in the licensing of individuals with
criminal records who make application to or are investigated by certain licensing boards
and commissions; create

By: Sen. Brian Strickland (42nd) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 207 amends numerous statutes relating to various professional licensing boards.
Relevant definitions are included. Applicants for professional licensure will be entitled to a hearing before
the professional licensing board in a timely manner.

An individual with a criminal record may petition a professional licensing board at any time for a
predetermination as to whether their criminal record will disqualify them from licensure. The bill sets
forth factors that boards must consider in these licensing decisions. Procedures are established to contest
erroneous licensure denials based on inaccurate criminal records. Boards must notify petitioners of
grounds and rationale for denial. An individual whose licensure application has been denied may petition
for administrative review of the board's decision.

No later than March 31 each year, each occupational licensing board will file a report with the secretary of
state addressing the number of applicants and licenses granted, the number of applicants with a criminal
record and number of those licenses granted, and the number of predetermination petitioners and the
number of those petitioners deemed eligible.

Part V requires that the clerk of court accept under seal a trafficking victim defendant's petition to vacate
their sentence without need of a court order. All subsequent filings, motions, hearings, court recordings,
court transcripts, orders, and other court documents related to the petition will remain under seal without
need for any additional court order.

Prosecuting Attorneys Qualifications Commission; shall be assigned for administrative
purposes only to the Administrative Office of the Courts; provide

By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th)  Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 218 revises how payments are made to the members who serve on the Prosecuting

Attorneys Qualifications Commission (PAQC), when information regarding a disciplinary matter is
available to the public, and who has appeal rights related to decisions made by the PAQC.

The bill moves the PAQC to the Administrative Office of the Courts for administrative purposes and allows
the PAQC to employ investigators who have law enforcement powers and to issue subpoenas.

Offenses Against Public Order; the punishment for the offense of obstructing highways,
streets, sidewalks, or other public passages; increase

By: Sen. Carden Summers (13th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 443 amends 0.C.G.A. 16-11-43 to make the offense of purposely or recklessly
obstructing any highway or street a high and aggravated misdemeanor. A person who violates this Code
section may be held civilly liable for damages resulting from the offense. Purposely or reckless obstructing
any sidewalk or other public passage remains a misdemeanor.

Offenses of Pimping and Pandering; modify the penalties

By: Sen. Brian Strickland (42nd) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 547 removes provisions of 0.C.G.A. 16-6-13 that make the first offenses of pimping
or pandering high and aggravated misdemeanors. The bill makes both pimping and pandering felonies
punishable by imprisonment for one to 10 years, regardless of whether it is the defendant's first or
subsequent offense.
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Offenses Against Public Health and Morals; the establishment of an animal cruelty
database; provide

By: Sen. Shawn Still (48th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 587, Sections 1 and 2, amends Code sections 16-5-70 and 16-5-102 to allow for
court orders to locate the parent or guardian of an alleged victim of child or elder abuse. If a child, disabled
adult, elder person, or long-term care facility resident is moved from a known address to an unknown
location during an open investigation, the superior court for the county of the known address may grant an
order to locate the parent or guardian of record upon a showing by a law enforcement official that an
inquiry regarding the welfare and safety of the child is necessary to complete the investigation.

Section 3 requires the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council (PAC) of the State of Georgia to create and maintain
on its website a state-wide animal cruelty database to assist shelters, animal protection and control
agencies, and others in animal placement determinations.

The database must list the full names of each individual who has been convicted of or plead to bestiality;
criminal trespass involving a wild animal; interfering with, harming of, or aggravated harming of a public
safety animal or search and rescue animal; or dogfighting. The list must be accessible at no cost and
updated at least every month. PAC may solicit input from law enforcement and prosecuting attorneys as to
what additional information should be included.

The bill establishes procedures for sharing and reporting relevant information. The database will be
created by January 1, 2027, subject to appropriations or other available funding.

Offenses Against Public Order; the disruption of a religious service; prohibit
By: Sen. Steve Gooch (51st) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 591 amends 0.C.G.A. 16-11-34.2, relating to disorderly conduct, to prohibit

disorderly conduct disrupting any religious service. Disorderly or disruptive conduct at a funeral or
memorial service of an individual receiving military funeral honors is an aggravated misdemeanor.

Prosecuting Attorneys; additional grounds for discipline of a district attorney or solicitor-
general or for his or her removal or involuntary retirement from office; provide
By: Sen. Bill Cowsert (46th) Through the Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 605 amends 0.C.G.A. 15-18-32(h), relating to grounds for discipline of a district
attorney or solicitor general or for their removal or involuntary retirement. The bill adds several additional
grounds for discipline or removal, including: failure to make reasonable efforts to strictly comply with the
'Crime Victims' Bill of Rights'; failure to make reasonable efforts to comply with Title 50, Chapter 18, Article
4, relating to inspection of public records; knowingly authorizing or making a decision based upon certain
factors relating to bias or failure to disclose a conflict of interest; failure to make reasonable efforts to
comply with discovery requirements; and failure to make reasonable efforts to comply with the Georgia
Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Georgia.

Judiciary, Juvenile Committee Staff: Kevin Daniels

HB 256

Social services; foster parents bill of rights; revise provisions
By: Rep. Marcus Wiedower (121st) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 256 revises the Foster Parents Bill of Rights to be the Foster Placements Bill of
Rights, which applies to foster parents, relative caregivers, and fictive kin.

The bill adds new rights for foster placements, including: 1) the right to a reasonable and prudent parent
standard when determining the ability of a child in foster care to engage in certain extracurricular
activities; 2) the right to request that a certified volunteer advocate be present at all meetings with the
Department of Human Services (DHS) when the foster placement is present; 3) the right to be free from
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retaliation or discrimination based on a complaint or grievance with the Division of Family and Children
Services (DFCS); and 4) the right to seek and obtain independent legal advice/counsel regarding the foster
placement's status.

Certain references to the Adoptive and Foster Parent Association of Georgia are changed to foster
placement advocacy organizations. The bill changes the date by which DHS must develop a grievance
procedure for dealing with grievances of foster parents from 2007 to 2026.

All proceedings occurring under the Juvenile Code must be recorded by stenographic notes or similar, and
any party or DHS will have a right to the full and complete recording without need for a court order.

Social services; establish a pilot program for autism spectrum disorder to children in foster
care; provide

By: Rep. Deborah Silcox (53rd) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 943 requires the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) to develop a five-
year pilot program for providing screenings and clinical evaluations for autism spectrum disorder to
children in foster care, prioritizing those diagnosed with ADHD or reactive attachment disorder, or have
been prescribed psychotropic medication.

The bill requires training and resources for DFCS providers and caregivers. The pilot program will begin in
three regional service areas and expand to additional areas each year. DFCS will submit a written report on
the implementation and effectiveness of the pilot program to the governor, speaker of the House, president
of the Senate, and chairpersons of the House Committee on Public and Community Health, House
Committee on Judiciary Juvenile, and Senate Health and Human Services Committee upon one year of
operation of the pilot program, and annually thereafter until July 1, 2031.

Family Justice Center Act; enact
By: Rep. Esther Panitch (51st) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1283, the 'Family Justice Center Act,' allows for the creation of Family Justice
Centers, multiagency centers that provide coordinated services to victims of family violence, sexual assault,
child abuse, elder abuse, human trafficking, and associated crimes.

A Family Justice Center can be organized and operated by a county or municipal government, a district
attorney's office, or a nonprofit corporation designated to operate the center. The bill includes
requirements for how these centers must be governed, depending on whether they are operated by a
government entity or a nonprofit corporation.

A peace officer employed by a law enforcement unit participating in a Family Justice Center may respond to
an emergency call for assistance or provide a safety response anywhere within the center's service area,
even if the response would be outside the officer's normal jurisdiction, limited to emergency
circumstances.

The Criminal Justice Coordinating Council may administer grants, enter into contracts, and distribute funds
for the establishment and support of Family Justice Centers, prioritizing proposals with broad
multidisciplinary collaboration, significant need, sustainability plans, service to underserved or rural
communities, and measurable outcomes in victim safety and offender accountability. The council must
submit annual state-wide reports on Family Justice Center performance to the governor, lieutenant
governor, and speaker of the House of Representatives.
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No information shared by a victim within a Family Justice Center will be disclosed without informed,
written consent, except as required by law or court order. Actions by Family Justice Center officials are
government functions. Records maintained by Family Justice Centers are not public records and are subject
to protection consistent with discovery and privacy laws.

If a victim chooses not to report an alleged sexual assault to law enforcement at the time of evidence
collection, law enforcement will maintain the evidence for 10 years from the date it was collected.

Domestic relations; revise mandated reporting of child abuse
By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1409 revises several Code sections related to mandated reporting of child abuse.
Firefighters and animal service workers, such as animal control officers and animal shelter personnel, are
added to the list of mandated reports.

The bill requires that oral reports be followed by a later written report submitted to the Division of Family
and Children Services (DFCS) of the Department of Human Services (DHS). DFCS will make a report form
available on its website for any person to complete and securely submit. The bill allows agencies that
employ mandated reporters to authorize employees to submit reports through a secure web-based
platform, and sets forth requirements for these platforms and for training for their use.

All reports received must be thoroughly evaluated to determine child safety and whether an allegation of
child abuse exists. No later than January 1, 2027, DHS will adopt rules that set forth criteria and standards
for intake, disposition, and investigation of reports.

The bill creates a new Code section pertaining to claims of unlawful employment practice against a
member of the General Assembly. Any settlement agreement made on or after January 1, 2019, resolving a
claim of an unlawful employment practice against a member of the General Assembly will be subject to
public disclosure with the identity of the claimant and any other parties redacted, except for the identity of
the member. Procedures for requests for public disclosure are established.

Georgia superior courts have jurisdiction over actions against the speaker of the House of Representatives
for documents related to members of the House and against the president of the Senate or president pro
tempore of the Senate for documents related to members of the Senate. Attorneys' fees, civil penalties, and
criminal fines are available if a speaker, president, or president pro tempore violates these requirements.
The General Assembly remains not subject to the 'Georgia Open Records Act.'

Child Abuse; local child fatality review committees; modify the review

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 383 revises the scope and purpose of local child fatality review to focus on
identifying opportunities for intervention and recommending measures to prevent future deaths in similar
incidents. A local school system representative is added to the list of members required to serve on these
local review committees, and the list is revised to allow either a county mental health representative or
local hospital representative to serve. References that include sudden infant death syndrome are revised to
include sudden infant death syndrome, sudden unexplained infant death, and sleep related infant death.

The chairperson will convene the review committee every 30 days to review reports and investigate the
circumstances of all child deaths meeting the review criteria. Several time frames for reporting information
and findings are extended. Each review committee will submit a copy of its annual report to the Georgia
Fatality Review Panel no later than July 15 each year.
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Children and Youth; pilot program provision for screenings, clinical evaluations, training
for autism spectrum disorder to children in foster care; establish

By: Sen. Blake Tillery (19th) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 402 requires the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) to develop a five-
year pilot program for providing screenings and clinical evaluations for autism spectrum disorder to
children in foster care, subject to appropriations, prioritizing those diagnosed with ADHD or reactive
attachment disorder, or who have been prescribed psychotropic medication.

The bill requires training and resources for DFCS providers and caregivers. The pilot program will begin in
three regional service areas and expand to additional areas each year. Upon one year of operation of the
program and annually thereafter, no later than July 1, for the duration of the pilot program, DFCS will
submit a written report on the implementation and effectiveness of the program to the governor, speaker
of the House of Representatives, president of the Senate, and chairpersons of the House Committee on
Public and Community Health, House Judiciary Juvenile Committee, Senate Children and Families
Committee, and Senate Health and Human Services Committee.

Joint Study Committee on Evaluating Escalating Costs in Georgia's Foster Care System,;
create

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Judiciary, Juvenile Committee

Final Bill Summary: SR 622 establishes the Joint Study Committee on Evaluating Escalating Costs in
Georgia's Foster Care System. The committee will consist of 20 members, including a member appointed by
the governor who has represented the state in dependency proceedings within the last six months, six
members of the Senate, six members of the House of Representatives, and officials from the Department of
Human Services, Department of Juvenile Justice, and other related organizations.

The committee will study conditions, needs, issues, and problems relating to the rising cost of out-of-home
services provided by the Division of Family and Children Services, and recommend any necessary or
appropriate action. The committee will submit a report of its findings or recommendations if any are
adopted. If no recommendations are adopted, the committee may instead file copies of meeting minutes
with the Senate and House of Representatives. The committee will stand abolished on December 1, 2026.

Motor Vehicles Committee Staff: Dani Nicholas

HB 369

HB 651

Motor vehicles; sale of food or beverages; provide vehicle equipment standards

By: Rep. Dexter Sharper (177th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 369 provides for the nonpartisan election of county officers and district attorneys
in consolidated law enforcement counties and judicial circuits, where the elected office of county coroner

has been abolished. County sheriffs and offices established by local constitutional amendment are exempt.
The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2028.

Motor vehicles; use of automated traffic enforcement safety devices in school zones; revise
provisions
By: Rep. Alan Powell (33rd) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 651 pertains to automated traffic enforcement safety devices in school zones. Such
devices are exempt from regulation by the Department of Public Safety (DPS) and are instead regulated by
the Department of Transportation (DOT), including through the approval and issuance of permits. The
devices must include lights which flash yellow when authorized to issue citations. Citations may be issued
when the speed of a motor vehicle exceeds the posted speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour, within
an hour before and an hour after the school's starting and dismissal time. Local governing bodies may enact
further limitations on such hours.
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DPS is authorized to issue a $2,500 fine for a first violation and $5,000 for a second violation to local
governments or law enforcement in violation of this chapter. Upon a third violation, DPS can suspend or
revoke a local government's device permit. If fines or civil monetary penalties exceed 35 percent of the
relevant law enforcement agency's budget, there is a rebuttable presumption that they are employing
devices for purposes other than public health, welfare, and safety. The bill provides for hearing and appeal
processes in cases of the suspension or revocation of a permit.

The bill reduces the electronic processing fee for civil monetary penalties that may be assessed to motor
vehicle owners from $25 to $10. Citation notifications in the mail must prominently display the name and
seal or logo of the governing body on the envelope. Local governments are prohibited from adding taxes or
fees to the civil monetary policies and from using money collected to fund the salaries of law enforcement
officers or personnel.

The bill provides that contracts for such devices must be approved by local referendum every six years. If
such a referendum is rejected, the local government may not resubmit the question for three years. The bill
is effective July 1, 2026, except the requirements for flashing lights and local referendums, which are
effective July 1, 2027.

Motor vehicles; federal regulations regarding safe operation of commercial motor carriers
and commercial vehicles; update reference date

By: I(Zzeg ’f,)auren McDonald II1 Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

t
Final Bill Summary: HB 944 updates the definition of "present regulations" related to motor vehicles to
mean regulations in effect on January 1, 2026.

Motor vehicles; application for certificate of title; provisions

By: Rep. Bethany Ballard (147th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1181 requires the application for a certificate of title to a vehicle to, in cases where
the vehicle was previously registered in another state in the name of a decedent owner and the applicant is
receiving the vehicle upon inheritance, devise, or bequest, include the last certificate of title for that vehicle
by the other state to the decedent owner.

Georgia Motor Vehicle Crime Prevention Advisory Board; correct a scrivener's error in a
cross-reference
By: Rep. John Corbett (174th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1202 corrects a scrivener's error in Code, referencing Code Section 35-6A-16
instead of Code Section 35-6A-15.

Specialty license plates; honor public safety officers; establish
By: Rep. Tim Fleming (114th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1391 creates a special license plate honoring public safety officers, with funds
raised going to the Georgia Public Safety Foundation, Inc.

License Plates; specialty license plate benefitting the Georgia Veterans Service Foundation;
establish
By: Sen. Drew Echols (49th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 76 adds the Navy Corps Medal, Marine Corps Medal, Airman's Medal, Coast Guard
Medal, and Combat Infantryman Badge to the list of eligible military medal awards for which veterans will
be eligible for special and distinctive vehicle license plates. The bill creates special and distinctive license
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plates for members and retired members of the U.S. Navy submarine service, created by the state revenue
commissioner and available for a manufacturing fee of $25.

The bill provides that multipurpose off-highway vehicles will only be authorized to be operated on
highways with a maximum speed limit of 60 miles per hour or less.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2027.

Reckless Stunt Driving; a motor vehicle involved in a second offense of reckless stunt
driving; replace the forfeiture penalty

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 160 allows for individuals with a suspended driver's license due to reckless stunt
driving to apply for an intelligent speed assistance device limited driving permit. This will not apply to
drivers under the age of 21, drivers with a commercial driving license, or those whose license is subject to
suspension for an accident resulting in injuries or fatalities.

The application will be made to the Department of Driver Services (DDS) for a fee of $32. The limited
permit will be valid for one year, subject to renewal for an additional six months for a fee of $32. DDS will
revoke the permit if the permittee is convicted of any state law violation related to the movement of
vehicles, or if a center providing the permits reports that the permittee tampered with or removed the
device or failed to report for monitoring. DDS must notify the permittee of such revocation and allow for a
hearing if requested.

The bill defines "provider centers,"” which will provide and install intelligent speed assistance devices. The
devices may be purchased or leased by counties, municipalities, or private entities. Law enforcement
officials may not specify a particular provider that an individual must use. DDS is authorized to set rules
and regulations for the devices and providers. The devices must have a label affixed upon installation
containing a warning of the civil liability for misuse of the device. The bill subjects intelligent speed
assistance device providers to the same laws as ignition interlock device providers.

The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2028.

License Plates for Certain Veterans; the number of free license plates issued to certain
veterans; increase

By: Sen. Lee Anderson (24th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 293 relates to potential fraud by used motor vehicle dealers and the use of
unregistered motor vehicles. Section 1A authorizes the Department of Revenue (DOR) to issue permits for
the limited operation of unregistered motor vehicles. Permits will be for 12 months and may be
interchanged from vehicle to vehicle.

Such permits must be carried in the vehicle, which is authorized to operate up to two miles from the point
of departure listed on the application during daylight hours. Applicants must provide proof of liability
insurance and either a surety bond of at least $50,000 or a current license as a used motor vehicle parts
dealer. DOR is authorized to refuse to issue, suspend, or revoke permits and may promulgate relevant rules
and regulations.

The bill classifies the following acts as felonies: making, selling, or issuing a license plate or revalidation
decal (Section 1-1); falsifying the odometer reading, the date a vehicle was sold, or the date a security
interest or lien was created on a certificate of title (Sections 1-10 and 1-11); and tampering with an
odometer reading (Section 1-12). The minimum fine for the latter is increased from $1,500 to $10,000.
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The bill increases penalties for the following acts to include a fine up to $750 and/or confinement for up to
12 months: altering, obscuring, removing, affixing, or failing to properly display a license plate with intent
to conceal or misrepresent the vehicle or its owner (Sections 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, and 1-9).

Section 1-7 removes language providing for misdemeanor convictions for improperly displaying a license
plate or temporary operating permit (TOP).

Section 1-6 requires a TOP to include the vehicle identification number of the vehicle to which it is
assigned. It also requires DOR to prepare an annual report to the General Assembly on their activities
related to fraud and suspected fraud.

Section 1-8 provides that dealer employees are authorized to use dealer plate numbers only on vehicles
owned for purposes of sale or lease, for up to six months per vehicle. Starting July 1, 2027, dealer plates
must be of a metal material and feature raised text and designs created by stamping dyes. Dealer
application fees are increased from $62 to $80, and the fee for additional dealer plates is increased from
$12 to $15.

Section 2-1 subjects the State Board of Registration of Used Motor Vehicle Dealers and Used Motor Vehicle
Parts Dealers to the 'Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.'

Section 2-2 requires dealer license applicants to be Georgia residents or list an agent for service of process
who is a resident. The surety bond amount required is increased from $35,000 to $50,000.

Section 2-3 allows DOR to inspect the records and vehicles of licensed dealers.

Section 3 repeals conflicting laws.

Motor Vehicle; optional five-year motor vehicle registration and revalidation for certain
motor vehicles; provide

By: Sen. Bo Hatchett (50th) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 384 provides for an optional five-year motor vehicle registration and revalidation
sticker. State and local ad valorem taxes on the vehicle must be paid before opting in, and commercial
vehicles and alternative fueled vehicles are not eligible. The five-year registration fee may not be refunded
in the event of cancellation, suspension, or transfer. The Department of Revenue (DOR) is authorized to
promulgate relevant rules and regulations. Sections 11-28 of the bill allow for five-year revalidation decals
for specialty, prestige, military, and honorary license plates, at a fee of five times the annual fee.

In applicable counties, an emissions inspection remains an annual requirement, and those counties are
required to suspend the five-year registration of motor vehicles that lack proof of a certificate of emission
inspection. To aid in enforcement, inspection stations must electronically transmit notice of a certificate
issuance to DOR within seven days of the issuance. DOR is required to monitor whether applicable vehicles
have the required annual certificate and notify motor vehicle owners who lack the certificate about the
pending suspension of their registration.

Upon receiving notice, owners must obtain and provide an emission inspection certificate within 30 days
or face immediate suspension. The suspension can be terminated when proof is provided along with a $60
fee. The bill has an effective date of July 1, 2027.

Motor Vehicles and Traffic; the issuance of emergency vehicle light permits for towing
service companies in certain instances; provide
By: Sen. Brian Strickland (42nd) Through the Motor Vehicles Committee
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Final Bill Summary: SB 569 provides for the issuance of emergency vehicle light permits to certain towing
service companies. The towing company must be a participant in a towing and recovery program with the
Department of Transportation pursuant to Code Section 32-6-2 or otherwise authorized by contract with a
local government to perform towing services or clear roadways. The company must also complete
minimum safety course requirements adopted by the Department of Public Safety.

The bill requires the Department of Revenue (DOR) to create a towed motor vehicle database to enable
motor vehicle owners to search for the location of a towed vehicle by its vehicle identification number
(VIN) and license plate number. DOR must provide for the database by rule or regulation by October 1,
2026 and have it functional by January 1, 2027.

The database may be operated by a third party that is a nonprofit corporation, and a member organization
of the towing and storage industry. The organization must maintain a surety bond of at least $1 million,
provide internal controls and data security audits by a licensed accountant, and maintain all records for at
least five years.

Beginning January 1, 2028, towing and storage firms must submit a vehicle's VIN to the database within
three calendar days of towing. Such firms must send notification to owners within seven days, rather than
15. Such firms no longer need to advertise the towed vehicle when the owner cannot be ascertained.
Instead, evidence that they entered the VIN in the database is sufficient. If a firm fails to comply with these
requirements, the vehicle may be re-impounded to permit compliance, with any daily storage fees waived.

Natural Resources & Environment Committee Staff: Anna Smith

HB 956

HB 983

HR 1008

SB 447

Solid Waste Trust Fund; authorize use of funds for implementation of provisions of a solid
waste management program

By: Rep. John Corbett (174th) Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 956 amends the Solid Waste Trust Fund to add a sixth provision in which money
appropriated to the fund may be used. The added provision allows the fund to be used to implement a solid
waste management program in Georgia, particularly as it relates to permitting, monitoring, regulation or
guidance development, inspections, and enforcement.

Conservation and natural resources; prescribed burning for silviculture purposes is
exempt from certain burning notice and permit requirements; clarify

By: Rep. Leesa Hagan (156th) Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 983 allows for additional notice and permit requirements for prescribed burning

by counties and municipalities, provided it does not restrict prescribed burning. The bill revises the
definition for "prescribed burning” and creates a definition for "silviculture.”

State-wide water management plan; ratify amendments
By: Rep. Lynn Smith (70th) Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1008 ratifies amendments made to the comprehensive state-wide water
management plan, which was originally ratified by the General Assembly and signed by the governor in
2008.

Control of Soil Erosion and Sedimentation; denial or nonacceptance of permits; revise
provisions
By: Sen. Clint Dixon (45th) Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 447 pertains to Title 12 of the 0.C.G.A. as it relates to soil erosion and
sedimentation. The bill creates a definition for "completed application" and "material addition," and local
issuing authorities are required to provide clear requirements for permits.
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Within the first five days after application filing, the authority must determine whether or not the
application is complete. If incomplete, the authority must notify the applicant. If the authority fails to notify
the applicant within the five-day period, their application is deemed complete.

If the application is denied, the applicant may resubmit a modified application, and the authority must
issue or deny permit within 20 days after the first resubmission and 14 days after any subsequent
resubmission. These time frames will not apply in any county which there is a locally owned airport that is
adjacent to 9,000 acres or more of property that is currently or formerly owned by a municipality, unless
otherwise approved through referendum.

If an authority requires compliance with additional regulatory items, all requirements are subject to review
within the aforementioned time frames. If the authority does not issue or deny a permit within the
provided timeframe, the authority is required to refund fees collected during permit application.
Authorities are not permitted to deny applications for reasons not authorized under local, state, or federal
law. If denial or nonacceptance occurs, the authority must provide a written list of reasons for denial.

An applicant may petition their local superior court for mandamus relief if they are aggrieved with the
authority's compliance failure unless the county has a locally owned airport that is adjacent to 9,000 acres
or more of property that is currently or formerly owned by a municipality, unless otherwise approved
through referendum.

The bill amends Chapter 60 of Title 36 of the 0.C.G.A. to require each local government to maintain a
publicly accessible website that provides status information for all building permits for which an
application has been submitted. The status information must be accurate and updated in real time.

The bill further amends Chapter 2 of Title 8 of the 0.C.G.A. relating to building inspections. An approved
inspection report is deemed approved as a matter of law, and the local governing authority has two
business days to notify the private professional provider if there are any deficiencies in their inspection
report. If deficiencies are present, the provider will submit a corrected inspection report. No deficiency in
an inspection report or a correction will prevent work completion or progress.

Outdoor Stewardship; provide for a sunset

By: Sen. Sam Watson (11th) Through the Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 478 provides a sunset date of June 30, 2039 for the 'Georgia Outdoor Stewardship
Act.' The bill expands the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund, requiring the General Assembly to

appropriate 60 percent of sales and use taxes collected under the 2007 North American Industry
Classification Code 451110.

Public and Community Health Committee Staff: Amber Mack

HB 334

Sickle Cell Disease Protection Act; enact
By: Rep. Omari Crawford (89th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 334, also known as the 'Sickle Cell Disease Protection Act,’ requires the Department
of Community Health to conduct an annual review of sickle cell disease medications, treatments, and
services eligible for Medicaid coverage. Public input will be solicited and considered during these annual
reviews, particularly from those with lived experience. Findings and recommendations will be submitted
by January 15 annually to the presiding officers of each General Assembly chamber, and the report will be
made public.
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HB 668

HB 717

HB 1096

The bill requires child care learning centers and homes to provide information about the respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV) to parents and guardians of enrolled children.

Social services; Medicaid coverage for tobacco cessation treatments; provide
By: Rep. Scott Hilton (48th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 506 regulates how healthcare plans reimburse ambulance providers for emergency
transport services and limits the amount patients can be charged. Health plans will be required to treat
emergency ambulance transport as a covered service when requested by a first responder or healthcare
provider. For out-of-network ambulance providers, insurers must reimburse at the locally established
government rate, and if no such rate exists, at 300 percent of the Medicare rate.

Crimes and offenses; change references to assistance and guide dogs to service dogs

By: Rep. Brad Thomas (21st) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 668, also known as the 'Mara Jade Act,' extends the right to use service dogs to
physically or mentally impaired persons. "Service dogs" are defined as domestic canines trained to assist
with tasks associated with one's disability. Dogs are not considered service dogs if they have been trained
solely to provide comfort, companionship, or emotional support to someone regardless of disability status.

The bill provides penalties for crimes against service dogs, which includes interference, harm, and
aggravated harm or causing death. The bill establishes penalties and fines for each offense, and allows the
court to order restitution to the owner of a service dog when applicable.

Individuals who raise and train service dogs must adhere to certain standards. Anyone who misrepresents
themselves to use or train a service dog will be guilty of a misdemeanor, which is punishable by a
maximum $2,000 fine and/or 30 days imprisonment.

Medical Practice Act; regulation of the administration of psychedelic-assisted treatment
and therapy; provide

By: Rep. Sharon Cooper (45th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 717 requires the Georgia Composite Medical Board to establish rules and
regulations for the administration of psychedelic-assisted treatment and therapy in clinics that provide
such services no later than December 31, 2026. All licensed clinics will be subject to such rules and
regulations on and after July 1, 2027, and the board will review their license biennially.

Such treatment at a clinic can only be administered by: a licensed physician with advanced airway
management training; a licensed certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) under a licensed physician;
a licensed anesthesiologist assistant under a licensed anesthesiologist; a licensed nurse practitioner with a
minimum of five years of experience and board approval; and a licensed physician assistant with advanced
airway management training and a minimum of five years of experience. Any person administering
treatment without a license is engaged in the unlawful practice of medicine.

A clinic is required to be owned by licensed CRNAs and physicians who maintain advanced airway
management training. This requirement will not apply to clinics that are not wholly or jointly owned by a
physician and CRNA by the effective date. These provisions do not apply to use of psychedelic-assisted
treatment and therapy in clinical trials approved by the Food and Drug Administration.

Public Health, Department of; provide that if certain employees of a county board of health
become employees of such department such employees will retain accrued annual and sick
leave

By: Rep. Darlene Taylor (173rd) Through the Public and Community Health Committee
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HB 1097

HB 1118

HR 713

SB 162

SB 395

SB 500

Final Bill Summary: HB 1096 allows eligible county board of health employees to retain accrued annual and
sick leave when they become employed by the Georgia Department of Public Health.

Mental health; criminal background, license status, and registry checks for owners,
applicants, and employees of certain mental health facilities; provide

By: Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1097 allows the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities
(DBHDD) to conduct national background checks for authorized facilities serving those with developmental
disabilities, mental health conditions, and substance use disorders. National background checks may be
used for facility owners, employees, contractors, and license applicants.

The bill allows all state agencies to request national background checks from the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation (GBI) in accordance with the federal 'National Child Protection Act of 1993.’

Public officers and employees; 120 hours of maternal birth leave; provide

By: Rep. Sandy Donatucci (105th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1118 provides 120 hours of paid maternal leave for eligible state employees. A
person must be employed with the state entity for at least six continuous months and leave must be used
within three weeks after delivery. Employers are prohibited from interfering with leave or discriminating
against an eligible employee for exercising maternal leave.

Healthcare providers; help promote 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline; urge

By: Rep. Will Wade (9th) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 713 urges healthcare providers to inform patients about the 988 Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline. The resolution also urges the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities to
develop a script for health providers to use to raise awareness.

Georgia Composite Medical Board; implement an automated credentialing system for
healthcare providers in this state; provide

By: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 162 requires the Georgia Composite Medical Board to implement an automated
licensing data management software system for physicians, physician assistants, and anesthesiologist
assistants. The system will allow a single verification process for state-wide authorization, and be
accessible to other state medical boards, providers, and facilities. The system will be created no later than
and fully operational by January 1, 2027.

Department of Public Health; eligible for the Low THC Oil Patient Registry; require a
physician to submit certain information to the Georgia Composite Medical Board

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 395 authorizes the Department of Public Health to disclose information about the
Low THC Oil Patient Registry to the Georgia Composite Medical Board for investigatory, compliance, and
disciplinary purposes. The bill also designates ambulance services as an essential service.

Behavioral Health Care Workforce Data Base; expand to include data from licensed health
care professionals

By: Sen. Mike Hodges (3rd) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 500 renames the "Behavioral Health Care Workforce Data Base" to "Health Care

}Norkff'orcg Dlaéca Base." The number of provider licensing boards included in the data base will be expanded
rom five to 15.
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Mental Health; the re-creation of community service boards; provide
By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Public and Community Health Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 535 updates provisions relating to community service boards (CSB). CSB executive
directors can serve on governing boards, must be appointed by the commissioner of the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, and will become employees of the department.

Those serving as executive directors as of June 30, 2026 can continue as CSB employees if they choose to
do so by August 1, 2026. CSB governing boards must incorporate minimum bylaws as established by the
department.

Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee Staff: Michael Satterfield

HB 295

HB 350

HB 549

HB 1128

Local government; procedures for real property owners to make claims for compensation
for loss of property value or expenses incurred; provisions

By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 295 provides procedures for real property owners to make claims for
compensation from local governments for loss of property value or expenses incurred due to the local
government's failure to comply with or enforce certain laws, ordinances, and resolutions, or due to the
local government maintaining a public nuisance.

The bill also waives sovereign and governmental immunities for local governments and their officials and
employees for a violation of the prohibition on sanctuary policies. It further allows any person aggrieved by
a violation in custodial authority in relation to immigration notices shall be able to petition the superior
court for mandamus relief, which will receive priority on the court's docket.

Domestic relations; safe places for newborns; revise provisions
By: Rep. Mike Cameron (1st) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 350 authorizes ambulance services and public safety vehicles to accept physical
custody of a newborn. The legislation allows placement of newborn safety devices, which are enclosed,
locked, monitored receptacles in which a newborn can safely be placed, at medical facilities, fire stations,
police stations, and ambulance services. These devices must be in a conspicuous place, visible to
employees, agents, or staff members of the facility or station. The facility or station must have an
emergency medical services provider on staff 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Peace officers; extend time frame for which reimbursement of total training expenses by a
subsequent employer may be sought

By: Rep. Devan Seabaugh (34th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 549 extends the time frame for reimbursement of total training expenses by a
subsequent employer of a peace officer to be sought to 36 months. The total expense of training to be

reimbursed includes equipment costs, the officer's salary for the time that they attended a basic training
course, and up to 90 days of their salary during the time that they participated in a field training program.

State Board of Workers' Compensation; notice of eligibility for compensation to an injured
employee to his or her legal guardian; provide

By: Rep. Devan Seabaugh (34th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1128 allows a public safety officer, or their legal guardian, to submit an application
for indemnification in respect to a total permanent disability claim between July 1, 2026, and August 1,
2026. The applicant must have a total permanent disability due to brain damage incurred in the line of duty
before July 1, 2024, or when the brain damage required extended recovery impaired the applicant from
filing an application within the original required time frame. This will be repealed on July 1, 2030.

Page 57 of 82



House of Representatives End of Session Report

HB 1161

HR 1243

SB 433

SB 524

Motor vehicles; proper operation upon approach by an authorized emergency vehicle or by
a law enforcement vehicle for purposes of a traffic stop; provide

By: Rep. Marvin Lim (98th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1161 requires drivers to move over to the furthest right-hand side of the roadway

when emergency vehicles are approaching in an official capacity. It also adds a minimum penalty of 30 days
in jail for every mile that a driver eludes a Department of Public Safety Officer or vehicle.

Sections 5-7 pertain to automated traffic enforcement safety devices in school zones. Such devices must
display an accurate depiction of the driver's speed and are required to have yellow flashing lights when the
device is operable to issue citations. Local governing bodies that utilize such devices must submit an annual
report on the revenue generated to the Department of Public Safety. Local governing bodies that apply for a
permit for placement upon any highway with more than two lanes must demonstrate a prior history that
justifies such need. No permits may be issued for highways with four lanes that do not have a crosswalk.

Georgia Next Generation 9-1-1 Fund; authorize creation - CA
By: Rep. Chuck Martin (49th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1243 proposes a constitutional amendment to create the Georgia Next Generation
9-1-1 Fund.

"Rio's Law"
By: Sen. Brian Strickland (42nd) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 433 creates a special license plate for persons with autism spectrum disorder or
other developmental disability. Peace officer training will include basic training courses on interacting with
a driver with this license plate.

License Plates; specialty license plate honoring Girl Scouts of Georgia; establish
By: Sen. Marty Harbin (16th) Through the Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 524 provides two additional license plates honoring the 250th anniversary of the
United States' independence and the Girl Scouts of Georgia.

Regulated Industries Committee Staff: Andrew Smith

HB 185

HB 219

Professions and businesses; repeal and reenact Chapter 11A, the Dietetics Practice Act
By: Rep. Ginny Ehrhart (36th) Through the Regulated Industries Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 185 replaces the 'Dietetics Practice Act' with the 'Dietetics and Nutrition Act.' The

Georgia Board of Examiners of Licensed Dietitians is renamed the Georgia Board of Examiners of Licensed
Dietitian Nutritionists and Licensed Nutritionists.

The board will consist of nine members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate. The board
is tasked with licensing potential nutritionists or dietitians and provides requirements for licensed
nutritionists and dietitians. The bill enables Georgia to enter into the Dietitian Licensure Compact and
allows the board to administer that compact.

Professions and businesses; establish a professional health program to provide for
monitoring and rehabilitation of impaired healthcare professionals; authorize

By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Regulated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 219 authorizes both the Georgia Board of Nursing and the Georgia Composite
Board of Professional Counselors, Social Workers, and Marriage and Family Therapists to establish a
professional health program to monitor and provide rehabilitation services to impaired healthcare
professionals.
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HB 455

HB 1086

HB 1254

A healthcare professional who participates in this program will be required to pay the costs associated
with the program. Any company or entity that contracts with one of the boards to administer the program
is immune from any civil or criminal liability incurred through its operation of the program. Both sections
of the bill are contingent upon appropriation by the General Assembly, although both boards are permitted
to accept and solicit private funding or public grants.

Bingo; properties used for games; limit number of sessions; provisions
By: Rep. Alan Powell (33rd) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 455 allows applicants to conduct bingo games at multiple locations and clarifies
that these games can be played on property leased by the non-profit, tax-exempt organization and which
can be used for purposes other than the operation of a bingo game.

The bill allows a licensee to operate 31 bingo sessions per month and to award a maximum of $6,000 in
cash or gifts of equivalent value. The maximum amount that can be paid to individuals assisting in the
operation of bingo games is increased to $150 per session.

Preston Fant and Brant Chesney Firefighter Safety Act; enact
By: Rep. Johnny Chastain (7th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1086 creates the 'Preston Fant and Brant Chesney Firefighter Safety Act," which
requires the owner of any commercial or industrial building or structure, or any multiunit residential
building or structure with three units or more to post a notice that the building was constructed using
light-frame truss-type construction. The commissioner of insurance creates rules and regulations
regarding the type, placement, and time of placement of the notice sign or symbol.

Professions and businesses; move regulation of various professions from individual boards
to Secretary of State

By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1254 reorganizes multiple licensing boards under the Office of the Secretary of
State. The bill creates the Cemeterians Advisory Group that consists of four members appointed by the
secretary to advise on matters regarding fees, disciplinary actions, appeals, denials or revocations of
registrations, and facilitate development of materials relating to maintaining a cemetery for the public. It
further requires every cemetery owner to implement and maintain procedures regarding a business
continuity and succession plan.

The bill dissolves the Georgia Auctioneers Commission and gives authority to the Office of the Secretary of
State to issue and revoke licenses related to auctioneers. The secretary has full authority to investigate any
violations of the rules and regulations set forth in this Code section relating to the licensure of auctioneers.

The secretary of state will also serve as the successor administrator to the Georgia Auctioneers
Commission's auctioneers education, research, and recovery fund for the sole purpose of administering,
defending, and paying claims arising from conduct of licensees, and to fund continuing education for
auctioneers.

The bill removes the State Board of Registration Geologists and moves all the duties of the board to the
Office of the Secretary of State for issuing and revoking licenses for geologists.

The bill transfers all authority of the licensure and revocation of licenses of those who dispense hearing

aids and dispenser permits to the State Board of Speech-Language Pathology, Audiology, and Hearing Aid
Dispensing.
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SB 146

SB 220

SB 485

Health, Local Government, and Property; regulations and protections of cemeteries and
burial grounds; provide

By: Sen. Rick Williams (25th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 146 allows for a person to apply for a disturbance permit for individuals whose
relatives' burial remains are interred on another's private property. The permit would allow relatives to
visit those remains once the permit is approved.

The bill establishes requirements for a permit authorizing a family burial plot to be: at least one-half acre;
subject to easement granting perpetual access to the family burial plot: subject to a covenant that imposes
on the owner the perpetual obligation to preserve, protect, and maintain such family burial plot; not be
located on a flood plain: have all human remains interred in a grave, entombed in a mausoleum, or inurned
in a columbarium; be surveyed by a registered land surveyor; and not be used for the purpose of selling
burial rights.

"Putting Georgia's Patients First Act"; enact

By: Sen. Matt Brass (6th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 220 revises the permitting structure of medical cannabis authorized by the
Department of Public Health. It expands the forms of authorized medical cannabis to include vaporization,
oils, and raw plant materials for qualified patients. It also removes the five percent cap on THC products
used in medical cannabis and sets a 1,200 milligram per-package limit.

The bill restricts licensees from advertising or marketing medical cannabis to the public, and licensees may
only provide information about products directly to physicians and healthcare providers. The information
provided should not be attractive to children, false or misleading, or include any medical claim not
supported by scientific evidence. The bill makes illegal the ingestion of medical cannabis through smoking
or combustion. However this does not include the vaporization of medical cannabis.

The bill adds to the definition of "caregiver" to include an adult designated by a patient and a health care
institution where a patient is receiving health care. The bill adds to the list of conditions a patient may use
medical cannabis to include cancer except skin cancer, inflammatory bowel disease, human
immunodeficiency virus, or lupus. The bill requires the Department of Public Health to issue an electronic
registration card, physical registration card, or both and expands the expiration of all cards to five years.

Professional Counselors; applicants for a license in social work enrolled in a master's
degree program to take the master's social work licensing examination in their final
semester of the program; authorize

By: Sen. Chuck Payne (54th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 485 requires of nail technicians that on and after July 1, 2028, any applicant of
registration must present a REAL ID copy of their license as part of their application and renewals of
applications. All apprentices must have REAL ID on file in their place of business.

The bill adds a subsection to the Code to allow for someone in their final semester of their master's degree
in social work to sit for the master's social work licensing examination.

The bill adds to Code regarding applied behavior analysis the definition of certifying entity to include that
the potential successor Behavior Analyst Certification Board, Inc. must be a nonprofit organization.
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Professions and Businesses; repeal Chapter 14, relating to electrical contractors, plumbers,
conditioned air contractors, low voltage contractors, and utility contractors and enact a
new Chapter 14

By: Sen. Bo Hatchett (50th) Through the Requlated Industries Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 553 creates the State Construction Industry Licensing Board which is under the
Secretary of State's Office for administrative purposes. The board consists of 27 members. It is comprised

of electrical contractors, plumbers, conditioned air contractors, low voltage contractors, utility contractors,
and two members who have no connection with any of the previous mentioned professions.

All members are appointed by the governor, confirmed by the Senate, and will serve for four years on the
board. The board has the power to request information from state agencies, provide regulation for
reciprocity with other states, establish rules and regulations, and assess civil penalties up to $10,000 per
violation of any requirement or rule of the board.

The bill creates divisions under the board for electrical contractors, plumbers, conditioned air contractors,
low voltage contractors, utility contractors and each division is responsible for their own licenses. Each
division is responsible to approve examinations requirements, register and license or grant a certificate
and issue renewal licenses and renewal certificates biennially, investigate alleged violations, reprimand
any person who is found out of compliance with rules and regulations, and review minimum standards.

The bill adds specific requirements for each profession to receive a license. A committee under the board
will also determine if any current or former member of the military has received military training that can
fulfill the requirements necessary to receive a license.

Retirement Committee Staff: Patrick Mock

HB 438

HB 1020

Employees' Retirement System of Georgia; allow certain sworn law enforcement officers to
be eligible for retirement benefits at age 55; provisions

By: Rep. Clint Crowe (118th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 438 lowers the normal retirement age from 60 to 55 for all sworn law enforcement
officers under the Department of Public Safety, which would include the Office of Motor Carrier
Compliance. The bill lowers the normal retirement age from 60 to 55 for the commissioner and deputy
commissioner of the Department of Public Safety. The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits
and Accounts as a fiscal retirement bill.

Judicial Retirement System; payment of monthly retirement benefits for creditable service
as a district attorney at the age of 65 years; provide
By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1020 revises district attorney compensation to have the annual salary of each
district attorney set by the General Assembly, with that salary not exceeding 88 percent of the annual
salary fixed for judges of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia. The new structure caps
the locality pay for each district attorney at the lesser of 10 percent of the state annual salary or
$20,608.05. District attorneys have the ability to opt into the new structure, with that option having been
exercised no later than January 1, 2034.

In the event the annual salary exceeds $206,805, the maximum locality pay will be capped at the difference
between $20,608.05 and half the amount by which the salary exceeds $206,805. The bill does not alter
retirement benefits that were previously in existence.

All local laws, ordinances, and resolutions in effect that tie a state, county, or local salary to that of any
district attorney's salary will be suspended until July 1, 2027, with that state, county, or local salary
remaining the same during that period of suspension.
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HB 1234

SB 23

SB 143

SB 150

The bill amends the Judicial Retirement System (JRS) to effectively require district attorneys hired after
June 30, 2026, to reach age 65, rather than 60, to receive full retirement benefits. The bill establishes
different benefit rules based on when a member first joined the system. The bill is certified by the Georgia
Department of Audits and Accounts as a non-fiscal retirement bill.

State Employees' Assurance Department; assignment of certain group term life insurance
benefits to pay for funeral services of a deceased individual who was a member of certain
retirement systems; provisions

By: Rep. Darlene Taylor (173rd) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1234 allows a named beneficiary of a group term life insurance benefit from the

State Employees' Assurance Department to assign payment directly to a licensed funeral director or
embalmer for the cost of funeral services.

Retirement; total percentage of funds that the Employees’' Retirement System of Georgia
may invest in alternative investments; raise the limit

By: Sen. John Albers (56th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 23 increases the cap on alternative investments for eligible large retirement

systems from 10 percent to 15 percent of assets, and clarifies that the Employees' Retirement System (ERS)
remains capped at 10 percent.

The bill authorizes certain systems, excluding the Teachers Retirement System (TRS) and ERS, to invest up
to 10 percent in real estate and to retain those holdings if asset declines push the allocation above the limit,
but prohibits investments in real estate funds in which the purchasing, management, or rental of single-
family homes is a significant component. The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and
Accounts as a non-fiscal retirement bill.

Georgia Firefighter's Pension Fund; certain members to retire at age 50; provide

By: Sen. John Albers (56th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 143 allows firefighters who complete at least 25 years of service to qualify for full
retirement benefits, payable beginning at age 55. The bill permits retirees to continue working or
volunteering as firefighters without a break in service while receiving benefits, although they cannot
accrue additional service credit.

Section 3 of the bill authorizes individuals employed full time by the Georgia Tax Court to become members
of the Judicial Retirement System (JRS). Any individual hired at the Georgia Tax Court in a full-time capacity
after July 1, 2026, would be a member of JRS.

Members can take any creditable service earned in the Employees' Retirement System (ERS) to JRS. ERS
would be required to transfer all employer and employee contributions, with interest, to JRS. The
transferring member would be required to pay an additional cost to cover the full actuarial cost of the
creditable service. The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts as a fiscal
retirement bill.

Retirement; permit public school systems to employ certain beneficiaries of the Teachers
Retirement System of Georgia as classroom teachers; extend the program
By: Sen. Billy Hickman (4th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 150 extends the sunset for retired educators to return to work from June 30, 2026
to June 30, 2030. The bill requires educators who return to work in the area of English, language arts, or
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SB 216

SB 261

SB 452

SB 489

writing to hold a current dyslexia or reading endorsement approved by the Professional Standards
Commission (PSC). The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts as a fiscal
retirement bill.

Georgia Judicial Retirement System; membership in the system for individuals employed as
the director of the Prosecuting Attorneys Qualifications Commission; provide

By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 216 requires individuals hired as director of the Prosecuting Attorneys
Qualifications Commission on or after July 1, 2026, to become members of the Judicial Retirement System
(JRS). The bill allows current and former directors to elect to transfer to JRS by paying the full actuarial
cost. The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts as a fiscal retirement bill.

Magistrates Retirement Fund; early retirement benefit; provide
By: Sen. Marty Harbin (16th) Through the Retirement Committee
Final Bill Summary: SB 261 updates the governance and benefits structure of the Magistrates Retirement

Fund. The bill modifies the composition of the board of commissioners to include representation from a
retired magistrate while maintaining the same total number of members.

The bill increases member contributions from 3.42 percent to four percent of monthly compensation,
raises the accrual rate from four percent to five percent per year of service, and expands the maximum
years of service used in calculating benefits from 20 to 28 years. The bill is certified by the Georgia
Department of Audits and Accounts as a fiscal retirement bill.

Retirement and Pension; maximum employer contribution to a 401 (k) for certain state law
enforcement officers; increase

By: Sen. Bo Hatchett (50th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 452 defines the term "state law enforcement officer" and requires employers to
make additional contributions to a qualifying officer's 401(k) account. Officers with at least five years of
creditable service who contribute a minimum of five percent of their salary will be eligible for an additional
employer contribution equal to two percent of the officer's compensation for each year of service beyond
five years, up to a maximum total employer contribution of 15 percent. The bill is certified by the Georgia
Department of Audits and Accounts as a non-fiscal retirement bill.

Board of Commissioners of the Judges of the Probate Courts Retirement Fund of Georgia;
allow to set monthly dues
By: Sen. Russ Goodman (8th) Through the Retirement Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 489 authorizes the board of commissioners of the Judges of the Probate Courts
Retirement Fund of Georgia to set monthly member dues between $105 and $150, beginning July 1, 2026,
based on actuarial recommendations to maintain the fund's financial soundness. The bill increases the
percentage of certain probate court fees and fines that must be allocated to the retirement fund. The bill is
certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts as a non-fiscal retirement bill.

Rural Development Committee Staff: Sarah McCoy

HB 659 Health; rural assistance; expand medical education funding and the service cancelable loan

program to include optometrists
By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th) Through the Rural Development Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 659 expands funding for medical education and the service cancelable loan
program to include optometrists. The bill adds GLP-1 medications to the list of medications that may be
administered by a qualified medication aide in personal care homes.
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Special Rules Committee Staff: Sarah McCoy

HB 14  State symbols; cornbread as official state bread; designate
By: Rep. Kasey Carpenter (4th) Through the Special Rules Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 14 creates the 'Georgia Music Office and Music Ready Communities Act,' which
establishes the Georgia Music Office within the Department of Economic Development to support the
growth of Georgia's music industry.

The office will facilitate industry development by attracting music professionals and retaining Georgia
music businesses and musicians, while serving as a liaison between music professionals and government
agencies. A director with industry experience will be appointed by the Department of Economic
Development commissioner, and the department is authorized to implement rules and regulations
regarding the office.

The Georgia Music Office will oversee the Music Friendly Georgia Certified Communities Program, which
certifies cities and counties that educate local leaders and stakeholders about the Georgia Music Office.
Certified cities and counties will promote music-related economic development through advisory boards
and workshops.

HB 466 State symbols; marsh tacky horse as official Georgia heritage horse breed; designate
By: Rep. Mike Cameron (1st) Through the Special Rules Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 466 designates the Marsh Tacky horse as the official heritage horse breed of
Georgia. It also designates the Pineywoods cattle as the official heritage cattle breed of Georgia.

HB 1310 State symbols; cotton as official state fabric; designate
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Special Rules Committee
Final Bill Summary: HB 1310 designates cotton as the official Georgia state fabric.

HR 999 Georgia citizens, cities, and counties; remember and honor the sacredness of America's
250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026; urge

By: Rep. Brent Cox (28th) Through the Special Rules Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 999 urges all Georgia citizens, cities, and counties to honor the sacredness of
America's 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026.

HR 1007 House of Representatives; effectiveness of arts for health initiatives in improving mental
health outcomes; acknowledge
By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Special Rules Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1007 acknowledges the effectiveness of arts for health initiatives in improving
mental health outcomes.

HR 1049 Fentanyl and Opioid Awareness Day; last Wednesday of October each year; designate
By: Rep. Carolyn Hugley (141st) Through the Special Rules Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1049 designates the last Wednesday in October of each year as Fentanyl and Opioid
Awareness Day in Georgia.
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HR 1445 Georgia Building Authority team; continued historical preservation of the Georgia State
Capitol; urge
By: Rep. Brent Cox (28th) Through the Special Rules Committee
Final Bill Summary: HR 1445 urges the continued historical preservation of the Georgia state capitol and
commends the Georgia Building Authority team for excellence with the restoration and the discovery of
Andrew-Carnegie Steel.

State Properties Committee Staff: Dani Nicholas

HR 1050 Property; lease or conveyance of certain state owned property; authorize
By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th) Through the State Properties Committee

Final Bill Summary: HR 1050 is a conveyance resolution for properties located in 11 counties, conveying
property owned by the State of Georgia or amending those conveyances as follows:

Article 1 conveys approximately 1.0 acre of land located in Clayton County, being a portion of the Atlanta
State Farmers Market, under the custody of the Department of Agriculture, to the Georgia Department of
Transportation for a consideration of $10, for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a turn lane
for the benefit of the farmers market.

Article 2 leases approximately 0.3 of an acre of land located in Dawson County, being a portion of the
Dawson Forest Wildlife Management Area, under the custody of the Department of Natural Resources, to
Dawson County for a term of 25 years with an option to renew and for the consideration of $10 annually,
for the construction and operation of a telecommunication tower.

Article 3 conveys approximately 2.84 acres of land located in Dekalb County, being a portion of the Panola
Road Park and Ride Lot or the Metro Express Bus Park and Ride, under the custody of the State Road and
Tollway Authority, to the Georgia Department of Transportation for a consideration of $369,829, for the
Panola Road Interchange Project. This is comprised of $234,799 for the conveyance of right of way and
$135,030 for permanent and temporary easements.

Article 4 leases approximately 1.0 acre located in Dougherty County, known as the Easter Seals Building,
under the custody of the Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, to Easter Seals Southern Georgia, Inc.
for a term of five years and for the consideration of $650 annually.

Article 5 amends an existing ground lease to add approximately 2.84 acres located in Effingham County,
being a portion of the Savannah Technical College and Career Academy, under the custody of the Technical
College System of Georgia (TCSG), to the Effingham County Board of Education for a consideration of $10
annually, for additional parking.

Article 6 leases approximately 15,919 square feet located in Floyd County, being a portion of the Georgia
School of the Deaf and known as the Dillard Building, under the custody of the Georgia Department of

Education (DOE), to Cave Spring Community Coalition, Inc. or Northwest Georgia Charter Academy, for a
term of five years and for the consideration of $650 annually and the reimbursement of expenses to DOE.

Article 7 leases approximately 30.5 acres located in Floyd County, known as the Georgia Northwestern
Technical College campus, under the custody of the TCSG, to Floyd County Schools, for a term of 10 years
with the option to renew for another 10 years and for the consideration of $10 annually.

Article 8 conveys approximately 1.5 acres located in McDuffie County, known as the McDuffie-Warren
County Unit, under the custody of the Georgia Forestry Commission, to McDuffie County, for the public
purpose in perpetuity, in exchange for the county's conveyance of 6.0 acres and the payment of $19,000.
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Article 9 leases approximately 231 square feet of improved real property located in McIntosh County,
known as the Sapelo Island Post Office, under the custody of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR),
to the U.S. Post Office for a term of five years, and for the consideration of $10 annually and reimbursement
of $2,240 in expenses annually to DNR, with one, five-year option to renew for the consideration of $10
annually and reimbursement of $2,350 in expenses annually to DNR.

Article 10 conveys approximately 3.057 acres located in Polk County, known as the Cedartown Adult
Learning Center, under the custody of the TCSG, to the City of Cedartown, for the consideration of $10 so
long as the property is used for public purpose in perpetuity.

Article 11 leases approximately 7,547 square feet located in Richmond County, known as 3013 Hillcrest
Circle and 3004 Hillcrest Drive, under the custody of the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD), to Anthony Wayne Rehabilitation Center for Handicapped and Blind,
Inc. for the consideration of $10 annually and the requirement to operate as specialized transitional
community residential alternative homes for people with developmental disabilities for DBHDD.

Article 12 leases approximately 50,377 square feet located in Troup County, being a portion of Building G
located on the West Georgia Technical College LaGrange campus, under the custody of the TCSG, to the
Troup County School System for a term of five years with one five-year renewal option for the
consideration of $1 annually, for use by THINC College and Career Academy.

Property; granting of non-exclusive easements of certain state owned property; authorize
By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th) Through the State Properties Committee
Final Bill Summary: HR 1051 authorizes the State of Georgia, acting through the State Properties

Commission, to grant easements over certain state-owned properties in 25 counties in Georgia, and one
county in Tennessee, listed below:

Article 1 grants an easement to Southern Natural Gas Company or its successors, and assigns
approximately 3.1 acres located in Baldwin County and under the custody of the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD) at Central State Hospital, for the construction, installation,
operation, and maintenance of underground natural gas distribution lines, and associated equipment for
fair market value no less than $650.

Article 2 grants an easement to the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) or its successors and
assigns over approximately 0.6 of an acre located in Bartow County and under the custody of the State
Properties Commission over the Western and Atlantic Railroad, for the construction, operation, and
maintenance of a road improvement project for $23,700.

Article 3 grants an easement to the Excelsior Electric Membership Corporation or its successors, and
assigns over approximately 0.214 of an acre located in Bulloch County and under the custody of the
Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) at Ogeechee Technical College, for the construction,
installation, operation, and maintenance of underground electrical distribution lines and associated
equipment for $10.

Article 4 grants an easement to the City of Kingsland or its successors and assigns over approximately 0.15
of an acre located in Camden County and under the custody of the TCSG at Coastal Pines Technical College,
for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a road improvement project for $4,000.

Article 5 grants an easement to Marathon Realty Corp. or its successors and assigns over approximately
0.46 of an acre located in Catoosa County and under the custody of the TCSG at Georgia Northwestern
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Technical College, for the construction, installation, operation and maintenance of a slope for the
consideration of fair market value no less than $650.

Article 6 grants an easement to Chatham County or its successors and assigns over approximately 0.5 of an
acre located in Chatham County and under the custody of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) at
the Wormsloe Historic Site, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of stormwater
drainage improvements for $10.

Article 7 grants an easement to the City of Summerville or its successors and assigns over approximately
1.0 acre located in Chattooga County and under the custody of the Department of Corrections at Hays State
Prison, for the construction, installation, operation and maintenance of an underground natural gas line
and associated equipment for $10.

Article 8 grants an easement to Georgia Power Company or its successors and assigns over approximately
1.6 acres located in Clayton County and under the custody of the Department of Agriculture at the Atlanta
Farmers Market, for the removal and relocation of electrical infrastructures for $10.

Article 9 grants an easement to the City of Moultrie or its successors and assigns over approximately 4.6
acres located in Colquitt County and under the custody of the TCSG at Southern Regional Technical College,
for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of underground electrical and gas
distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 10 grants an easement to Georgia Power Company or its successors and assigns over approximately
1.4 acres located in Dekalb County and under the custody of the TCSG at Georgia Piedmont Technical
College, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of two transformers, underground
and overhead electrical distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 11 grants an easement to Excelsior Electric Membership Corporation or its successors and assigns
over approximately 0.5 of an acre located in Emanuel County and under the custody of DNR at George L.
Smith State Park, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of an underground
distribution line and associated equipment for $10.

Article 12 grants an easement to HIC Altama, LLC or its successors and assigns over approximately 2.5
acres located in Glynn County and under the custody of DNR at Altama Plantation Wildlife Management
Area, for the construction, installation and maintenance of storm water conveyance infrastructure and
outfalls for $10. HIC Altama, LLC will be required to take all reasonable measures to minimize and avoid
harm to wildlife from land-disturbing activities in the easement area, including conducting surveys to
identify and, as necessary, relocating any gopher tortoises that may be impacted by such land-disturbing
activities.

Article 13 grants an easement to Georgia Power Company or its successors and assigns over approximately
0.24 of an acre located in Habersham County and under the custody of the TCSG at North Georgia Technical
College, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of a three-phase primary
underground wire, one three-phase padmount transformer, underground electrical distribution lines and
associated equipment for $10.

Article 14 grants an easement to Georgia Power Company or its successors and assigns over approximately
1.6 acres located in Hall County and under the custody of the TCSG at Lanier Technical College, for the
relocation of a transformer, terminating cabinet, electrical distribution lines and associated equipment for
fair market value no less than $650.
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Article 15 grants an easement to Little Ocmulgee Electric Membership Cooperative or its successors and
assigns over approximately 4.36 acres located in Laurens County and under the custody of the TCSG at
Oconee Fall Line Technical College, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of
underground distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 16 grants an easement to Atlantic Waste Services or its successors and assigns over approximately
0.40 of an acre located in Long County and under the custody of the Department of Corrections at the Long
State Prison, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of a paved driveway for ingress
and egress access to the waste management facility for fair market value no less than $650.

Article 17 grants an easement to Jefferson Energy Cooperative or its successors and assigns over
approximately 0.52 of an acre located in McDuffie County and under the custody of DNR at the McDuffie
Public Fishing Area, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of underground
electrical distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 18 grants an easement to AT&T Enterprises, LLC or its successors and assigns over approximately
3.0 acres located in Morgan and Walton Counties and under the custody of the Department of Economic
Development at the Rivian Project Site, for the construction, installation, operation, maintenance, and
relocation of communication lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 19 grants an easement to Flint Electric Membership Corporation or its successors and assigns over
approximately 0.07 of an acre located in Muscogee County and under the custody of the Department of
Juvenile Justice at the Muscogee Youth Detention Center, for the construction, installation, operation, and
maintenance of an underground electrical transmission line, broadband fiber cable and associated
equipment for $10.

Article 20 grants an easement to Walton Electric Membership Corporation or its successors and assigns
over approximately 0.5 of an acre located in Oconee County and under the custody of the Department of
Driver Services at the new Department of Driver Services Customer Service Center, for the construction,
installation, operation, and maintenance of underground electrical distribution lines and associated
equipment for $10.

Article 21 grants an easement to GDOT or its successors and assigns over approximately 0.283 of an acre
located in Paulding County and under the custody of the TCSG at Chattahoochee Technical College, for the
construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of a road widening and reconstruction project for
$83,700. This consists of $48,300 for permanent easement, $24,400 for temporary easement and $11,000
for site improvements.

Article 22 grants an easement to Flint Electric Membership Corporation or its successors and assigns over
approximately 0.2 of an acre located in Peach County and under the custody of the Georgia Department of
Education (GDOE) at Camp John Hope, for the construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of
overhead electrical distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Article 23 grants an easement to Timberlands II, LLC or its successors and assigns over approximately 2.0
acres located in Talbot County and under the custody of DNR at Upatoi Ravines, for ingress and egress
access for $650.

Article 24 grants an easement to Georgia Power Company or its successors and assigns over approximately
0.17 of an acre located in Tift County and under the custody of the Department of Agriculture at the Tifton
Agricultural Laboratory, for the construction, installation, operation, maintenance and relocation of a
transformer, electrical distribution lines and associated equipment for $10.

Page 68 of 82



House of Representatives End of Session Report

Article 25 grants an easement to the Tennessee Department of Transportation or its successors and assigns
over approximately 116 acres located in Hamilton County, Tenn., and under the custody of the State
Properties Commission, being a part of the Western and Atlantic Railroad, for the construction, installation,
operation, and maintenance of various road improvement projects over the Western and Atlantic Railroad
for $10.

Technology and Infrastructure Innovation Committee Staff: Patrick Mock

HB 986

HB 1230

SB 444

SB 470

Motor vehicles; personal delivery devices; revise operation procedures and restrictions

By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Technology and Infrastructure Innovation
Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 986 updates safety and operating standards for personal delivery devices by

requiring them to emit a sound while in motion and within six feet of a vehicle or pedestrian. The bill

increases the maximum allowable speed of these devices to seven miles per hour in specified areas.

Aviation; prohibit operation of unmanned aircraft systems over a place of incarceration

By: Rep. Todd Jones (25th) Through the Technology and Infrastructure Innovation
Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1230 makes it unlawful to operate an unmanned aircraft system over a place of

incarceration or to allow another person to do so from one's property.

The bill classifies unmanned aircraft systems used in this manner as contraband and authorizes law
enforcement to take reasonable mitigation measures when there is a reasonable suspicion that an
unauthorized unmanned aircraft is operating over a correctional facility.

Private Review Agents; certain decisions with regard to the provision of insurance

coverage for healthcare services shall not be based solely on artificial intelligence systems;

provide

By: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick (32nd) Through the Technology and Infrastructure Innovation
Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 444 defines terms related to artificial intelligence (Al) and permits private review

agents to incorporate Al tools into their utilization review plans. The bill clarifies that Al driven decisions

cannot be the sole reason for denying coverage, and may not replace the independent judgment of a

qualified clinical reviewer.

"Emergency & Public Safety Signal Protection Act"; enact

By: Sen. John Albers (56th) Through the Technology and Infrastructure Innovation
Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 470, also known as the 'Emergency and Public Safety Signal Protection Act,’ defines

terms related to signal jammers. These are devices capable of interfering with wireless, cellular, GPS, radar,

radio, or cable communication signals. The bill makes it unlawful to possess, use, or operate a signal

jammer with the intent to disrupt or interfere with such communications.

Violations are punishable as a felony, with heightened penalties if the interference targets communications
involving public safety agencies, 911 call centers, or components of critical infrastructure. The bill prohibits
the manufacture, sale, distribution, or importation of signal jammers in the state, with exemptions for
devices authorized under federal law and for law enforcement.
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SB 540

Online Internet Safety; certain disclosures related to conversational Al services; require

By: Sen. Jason Anavitarte (31st) Through the Technology and Infrastructure Innovation
Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 540 defines terms related to companion chatbots powered by artificial intelligence

(AID), which are tools designed to simulate ongoing relationships with users across multiple interactions,

particularly those accessible to minors. The bill requires operators to clearly disclose when users are

interacting with Al, implement safeguards to prevent sexually explicit or misleading interactions, and

provide parental control tools for minor accounts.

The bill mandates age verification for access to explicit content, protocols for responding to self-harm
prompts, and prohibits engagement tactics that encourage excessive use by minors.

Transportation Committee Staff: Dani Nicholas

HB 1277

HB 1434

Conservation and natural resources; increase project cost threshold for public roads or
airports requiring environmental evaluations
By: Rep. Matt Barton (5th) Through the Transportation Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1277 is the annual housekeeping bill for the Department of Transportation (DOT).
The bill raises the upper cost threshold from $100 million to $200 million for projects that do not require
environmental evaluations, except in certain cases, and allows for the department to annually adjust the
threshold up to the rate of inflation.

The bill strikes language relating to various reports and benchmarks, and instead requires the department
to develop and publish an annual fiscal year report. The DOT must also maintain a detailed status report for
each programmed project on its website.

The bill removes the requirement for design-build contracted projects to be less than 50 percent of the
total amount of construction projects.

The bill provides for the disposition of property for right-of-way. The value threshold below which the
department or local government may negotiate a sale for the disposition of property is increased from
$75,000 to $150,000, with the ability to annually adjust the threshold up to the rate of inflation. The price
of the sale negotiated by the DOT must be at least 15 percent less than the market value at the time the
department decides the property is no longer needed. The sale can be negotiated via an online public
auction.

The bill amends provisions related to the regulation and taxation of electricity used as motor fuel and
electric vehicle charging stations, to set the effective date of such provisions as January 1, 2028.

Aviation; air facilities; identification of airport affected areas; provide
By: Rep. David Jenkins (136th) Through the Transportation Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1434 defines "airport affected area" to mean any area of air, land, or water, lying
beneath a civil airport imaginary surface, which is defined in federal code.

The bill requires that local governments or other political subdivisions that own or control an airport
identify the airport affected area for their airports and notify any local governments that have a portion of
the area within their limits, by January 1, 2027. All governing bodies that contain the airport affected area
will adopt, administer, and enforce regulations for the area within their limits by July 1, 2027. Regulations
may include provisions to limit the height of buildings, structures, and objects of natural growth. They must
meet federal standards, can be added into local zoning policies, and can be enforced through permitting or
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other methods. The Department of Transportation (DOT) must assist the relevant local governments in the
development, amendment, and repeal of such regulations.

When variance from a regulation is requested that would create an airport obstruction, the local
government must notify the entity owning or controlling the airport, who makes the decision. Any
governing body with a portion of an airport affected area within its limits that fails to enact or enforce such
regulations will be ineligible for funds through DOT's local maintenance and improvement grant program
for up to three years or until they are in compliance.

Representative Penny Houston Roundabout; Cook County; dedicate
By: Rep. Jaclyn Ford (170th) Through the Transportation Committee
Final Bill Summary: HR 1300 is the annual House road dedication package. The resolution includes:

HR 1300, dedicating the roundabout at State Route 76 and State Route 37 in Cook County as the Rep. Penny
Houston Roundabout;

HR 1009, dedicating the interchange of State Route 401 /Interstate 75 and State Route 37 in Cook County as
the John L. Williams Memorial Interchange;

HR 1372, dedicating the bridge on U.S. 41/State Route 3 over the Chattahoochee River in Cobb County as
the John A. Williams Memorial Bridge;

HR 1298, dedicating the interchange of Interstate 75 and State Route 92 in Cherokee County as the Cara
Jaden Atkins Memorial Interchange;

HR 1347, dedicating the bridge on State Route 8CO over Interstate 20 in Douglas County as the Andrew
"Drew" Keith Slay Memorial Bridge;

HR 1271, dedicating the interchange on State Route 401 /Interstate 75 and Barneyville Road in Cook
County as the William Brown Lovett Memorial Interchange;

HR 1415, dedicating the portion of U.S. 78/U.S. 278 /State Route 10 from 23 Willhaven Drive eastward to
Belfair Lakes Drive in Augusta-Richmond County as the Master Sgt. Gary I. Gordon Memorial Highway;

HR 1391, dedicating the bridge on State Route 168 over Camp Creek in Clinch County as the Edna Sirmans
Sessoms Memorial Bridge;

HR 1346, dedicating the intersection of State Route 92 and Sweetwater Church Road in Paulding County as
the Zander Trayvon Whatley Memorial Intersection;

HR 1526, dedicating the interchange of [-16 and State Route 96 in Twiggs County as the Rep. Bubber Epps
Interchange;

SR 842, dedicating the portion of State Route 155 from State Route 401/1-75 to State Route 42/US-23 in
Henry County as the Reverend James Miller Highway;

SR 897, dedicating the portion of State Route 16 in Coweta County from the roundabout intersection with
State Route 54 to the intersection with Broad Street in Senoia as the Ellis Crook Highway;

SR 921, dedicating the intersection of State Route 26/US-80 and Johnny Mercer Boulevard in Chatham
County as the Kevin "Catfish" Jackson Memorial Intersection;

Page 71 of 82



House of Representatives End of Session Report

SR 624

SR 955, dedicating the intersection of State Route 138 Spur and State Route 3 in Clayton County as the
Robert Daniel Lockhart Memorial Intersection;

SR 1001, dedicating the bridge on State Route 83 over Tobesofkee Creek in Monroe County as the Jimmy N.
Lawson, Sr. Memorial Bridge;

SR 1002, dedicating the portion of State Route 87 from Elbert Jackson Road to Marvin Circle in Monroe
County as the Neva Langley Fickling Memorial Highway;

A resolution dedicating the interchange of State Route 402 (I-20) and State Route 407 (I-285) in Fulton
County as the Senator Horacena E. Tate Interchange; and

A resolution dedicating the interchange of State Route 403 (I-85) and Flat Shoals Road in Fulton County as
the Captain Helio Armando Garcia III Memorial Interchange.

Officer Drew Haynes Brown Memorial Intersection; Cobb County; dedicate
By: Sen. Ed Setzler (37th) Through the Transportation Committee
Final Bill Summary: SR 624 is the annual Senate road dedication package. The resolution includes:

SR 624, dedicating the intersection of U.S. 41 /State Route 3 and Creekside Village Parkway NW in Cobb
County as the Officer Drew Haynes Brown Memorial Intersection;

SR 772, dedicating the intersection of State Route 92 and Westbridge Road in Fayette County as the Sheriff
Randall Johnson Intersection;

SR 820, dedicating the intersection of State Route 9/Highway 19 and Pinetree Way in Lumpkin County as
the Donald Seabolt Intersection;

SR 579, dedicating the intersection of State Route 92 and Cedarcrest Road in Paulding County as the Sgt.
Major John Barry Dean Memorial Intersection;

SR 758, dedicating the portion of State Route 16 from New Phoenix Road to Long Shoals Rd/Texas Chapel
Road in Putnam County as the Christopher Monica and Curtis Billue Memorial Highway;

SR 868, dedicating the intersection of State Route 3/US-41 and Chapman Road in Catoosa County as the
Richard Keith "Rick" Worley Memorial Intersection;

SR 932, dedicating the portion of State Route 9 from Old Milton Parkway to Mayfield Road in Fulton County
as the U.S. Treasurer Brandon L. Beach Highway;

SR 770, dedicating the roundabout of State Route 16 and High Falls Road in Butts County as the Abby
Savoie Circle of Hope;

SR 887, dedicating the portion of State Route 61 from SR 101 to the intersection with Dallas Highway (Villa
Rica North Loop Bypass) in Carroll County as the Dr. ]. Larry Boss Old Town Highway;

HR 1205, dedicating the intersection of State Route 3/US-41 and State Route 8/US-78 in Fulton County as
the State Representative "Able" Mable Thomas Intersection;
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HR 1444, dedicating the portion of State Route 14 from State Route 3 to Haynes Street SW in Fulton County
as the Jerry Hoy Memorial Highway;

HR 1446, dedicating the intersection of State Route 10 and New Hope Church Road in Walton County as the
Jim S. Briscoe Memorial Intersection;

HR 1502, dedicating the bridge on State Route 15 By-Pass bridge over State Route 16 in Hancock County as
the Raymond C. McGhee, Jr. Memorial Bridge;

HR 1520, dedicating the portion of State Route 540 from State Route 231 to the Jefferson County Line in
Washington County as the Hassan Raheem Glasgow Memorial Highway;

HR 1521, dedicating the portion of State Route 540 from Deepsteep Road to Linton Road South in
Washington County as the David Cummings Memorial Highway;

HR 1523, dedicating the portion of State Route 139 from State Route 280 to Fairburn Road in Fulton
County as the Victoria Travis Jackson Memorial Highway;

HR 1525, dedicating the bridge on State Route 7 over Cedar Creek in Crisp County as the Teddy Ray
Memorial Bridge;

HR 1531, dedicating the interchange at [-575 and State Route 5/Riverstone Parkway in Cherokee County as
the Representative Mandi L. Ballinger Memorial Interchange;

HR 1578, dedicating the portion of State Route 133 from State Route 112 to Bridgeboro-Anderson City
Road in Worth County as the Doug Everett Memorial Highway;

HR 1580, dedicating the intersection of State Route 5BU and Gilmer Ferry Road in Cherokee County as the
Mayor Rick Roberts Intersection;

HR 1581, dedicating the portion of State Route 23 from Brazells Creek to W.R. Coleman Road in Tattnall
County as the Sidney R. Miles Memorial Highway;

HR 1584, dedicating the roundabout at State Route 5BU and Howell Bridge Road in Cherokee County as the
Eric W. Wilmarth Roundabout;

HR 1586, dedicating the intersection of State Route 54 and Tyrone Road in Fayette County as the Marvin R.
Adams Memorial Intersection;

HR 1609, dedicating the bridge on State Road 42 over State Route 403 (I-85) in Dekalb County as the Lt.
Col. Albert "Butch" S. Welch Jr. Memorial Bridge;

HR 1639, dedicating the intersection of State Route 3CO and Upper Riverdale Road in Clayton County as the
Darryl Jordan Intersection;

HR 1649, dedicating the portion of State Route 78 from Gumlog Road to Union Hill Church Road in Johnson
County as the Sheriff Russell Tanner Memorial Highway;

HR 1651, dedicating the intersection of State Route 232 and Louisville Road in Columbia County as the
Senator Joey Brush Memorial Intersection;
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HR 1663, dedicating the portion of State Route 314 from Norman Drive to Fayetteville Road in Clayton
County as the Dr. Anthony Smith Highway;

HR 1664, dedicating the intersection of State Route 400 and State Route 136 in Dawson County as the
General Wallace Intersection;

HR 1666, dedicating the intersection of State Route 9 and Castleberry Bridge Road in Lumpkin County as
the John W. Ralston Memorial Intersection;

HR 1667, dedicating the bridge on State Route 520 over Ty Ty Creek at the Worth-Tift county line as the
Bryce Johnson Memorial Bridge;

HR 1671, dedicating the intersection at State Route 307 and State Route 25 in Chatham County as the
Reverend Bennie R. Mitchell Jr. Memorial Intersection;

HR 1672, dedicating the bridge at State Route 204 over CSX railroad in Chatham County as the Huxsie Scott
Bridge;

HR 1673, dedicating the intersection at State Route 204 and Middleground Road in Chatham County as the
Jimmy "Lord" Brown Intersection;

HR 1701, dedicating the intersection at State Route 515 and the Hemptown Connector in Fannin County as
the Howell and Jane Teasley Memorial Intersection;

HR 1705, dedicating the intersection of State Route 6 and State Route 70 in Fulton County as the State
Representative Roger Bruce Intersection;

HR 1706, dedicating the portion of State Route 53 from % mile east of the intersection with State Route
136CO0 to Arrowhead Way in Pickens County as the Jerry Barnes Memorial Highway;

HR 1708, dedicating the portion of State Route 81 from East Clark Street to West Richardson Street in
Newton County as the W.D. "Don" Ballard Memorial Highway;

HR 1709, dedicating the intersection of State Route 204 and Tibet Avenue in Chatham County as the Mary
Davis "S.0.S. Band" Intersection;

HR 1750, dedicating the bridge on State Route 3 ALT over the Ochlockonee River in Thomas County as the
World War [ Veterans Memorial Bridge;

HR 1752, dedicating the intersection of State Route 211 and West Winder Bypass in Barrow County as the
Honorable Terry England Intersection;

HR 1830, dedicating the intersection of the Villa Rica North Loop Bypass and Dallas Highway in Carroll
County as the Lt. Col. Larry Boggs Intersection;

HR 1886, dedicating the portion of State Route 247 from the bridge over Big Indian Creek in Houston
County to Buck Creek Road in Pulaski County as the F.H.P. Trooper Charles Eugene "Gene" Campbell
Memorial Highway;

HR 1887, dedicating the intersection of State Route 42/US-23 and East Atlanta Road in Henry County as the
Councilman Alphonso Thomas Memorial Intersection;
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HR 1888, dedicating the interchange of Interstate 20 and Interstate 520 in Augusta-Richmond County as
the Chairman Don A. Grantham Sr. Interchange;

HR 1942, dedicating the intersection of State Route 15AL and Woodlawn Ave in Athens-Clarke County as
the Dan Magill Memorial Intersection;

HR 1943, dedicating the western interchange of State Route 10 Loop and State Route 10/US-78 BUS in
Athens-Clarke County as the Mayor Nancy Denson Interchange; and

The resolution includes various corrections to previous road dedications.

Ways & Means Committee Staff: David Hartman

HB 134

HB 141

HB 165

Sales and use tax; manufactured homes; revise and expand exemption

By: Rep. Beth Camp (135th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 134 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40, 48-7-40.1, 48-7-40.2, 48-7-40.3, and 48-7-40.4,
relating to the designation of counties as less developed areas for the purpose of qualifying for various tax
credits. It adds forestry manufacturing to the definition of business enterprises that qualify for a credit
provided to enterprises headquartered in less developed areas of the state.

The bill provides for an extensive list of businesses that qualify as a forestry manufacturer. Any credit
earned by a forestry manufacturer from January 1, 2026 to January 1, 2031 may be transferred or sold to
another Georgia taxpayer.

The bill allows for a tax credit equivalent to 10 percent of the cost of all qualified investment property
purchased or acquired for forestry manufacturing facilities operating in a tier 2 county designated per
0.C.G.A. 48-7-40. A tax credit equivalent to three percent of the cost of all qualified investment property
purchased or acquired for forestry manufacturing facilities operating in a tier 3 or 4 county designated per
0.C.G.A. 48-7-40 is provided. Both of these credits sunset on December 31, 2030.

An aggregate limit of $250 million per year is placed upon tax credits for forestry manufacturers
authorized per 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40, 48-7-40.1, 48-7-40.2, 48-7-40.3, and 48-7-40.4. Additionally, the aggregate
limit for forestry manufacturers operation in tier 3 and 4 counties, authorized per 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40 and 48-
7-40.4, shall not exceed $100 million per year.

Revenue and taxation; allow businesses and practitioners to provide affidavits of certified
public accountants in lieu of tax returns

By: Rep. Martin Momtahan (17th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 141 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-13-14, relating to businesses or practitioners with
locations in more than one jurisdiction, to allow for affidavits of certified public accountants to be provided
in lieu of tax returns.

Income tax credit; business enterprises for leased motor vehicles; repeal and reserve
By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 165 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-8-3, relating to sales and use tax, by eliminating language
that excludes the local portion of sales and use tax from a 50 percent exemption on the sales price of a
manufactured home that has been converted to real property.
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HB 297

HB 328

Ad valorem tax; define multipurpose off-highway vehicle; provisions

By: Rep. Victor Anderson (10th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 297 creates the Georgia Transportation Efficiency Authority (GTEA), replacing the
Atlanta Transit Link (ATL) Authority and assuming certain responsibilities of the Georgia Regional

Transportation Authority (GRTA). All employees and property of the ATL and GRTA are transferred to
GTEA.

The bill creates a board of 13 individuals, including eight appointed by the governor, two each appointed
by the lieutenant governor and speaker of the House, and the commissioner of the Department of
Transportation (DOT). At least seven of these appointees must reside within a nonattainment area, which
is a designation by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that includes the 13 metro Atlanta counties.
The board will appoint the executive director of GTEA.

Counties that provided no transit services before January 1, 2026 cannot initiate any transit services
without a resolution passed by their board of commissioners authorizing such services, as well as approval
in a county-wide referendum for counties within a nonattainment area. GTEA may provide transit services
to any county in the state if they reach an agreement with the local government.

GTEA assumes the ATL's responsibility as the designated recipient of federal transit funds for counties in
nonattainment areas. It assumes GRTA's responsibility to approve the transportation improvement
program for the nonattainment counties, as well as the Governor's Development Council's responsibility to
approve Developments of Regional Impact.

The bill requires the authority to submit an annual transit report to the House and Senate Transportation
committees.

The bill extends the sunset on the one percent sales and use tax collected by local governing authorities to
fund the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) from 2057 to 2067.

Revenue and taxation; increase annual aggregate limit for tax credits available for certain
contributions to student scholarship organizations
By: Rep. Kasey Carpenter (4th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 328 amends Georgia's student scholarship organization (SSO) laws by expanding
eligibility and adjusting scholarship funding requirements for private school tuition scholarships.

The bill expands the list of qualifying students to access SSOs without the current six-week public school
attendance requirement if they are military dependents stationed in Georgia, students with IEPs, Section
504 plans, or certain diagnosed disabilities. The legislation would apply beginning with the 2026 tax year.
The bill prohibits any member of the General Assembly or a member's spouse from receiving any income
from a student scholarship organization during a taxable year in which the organization receives a
contribution for a tax credit per 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.16.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2A-5, relating to parent or guardian endorsement of awards, to allow for the
use of an electronic signature for the deposit to be made into an account of a private school.

The bill amends Georgia's Quality Basic Education funding provisions by placing new restrictions and
accountability measures on local school systems that provide virtual instruction to students who live

outside the district.

The bill prohibits local school systems from offering virtual instruction to out-of-system students if the
system or virtual school has a College and Career Ready Performance Index (CCRPI) score below 70 for the
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HB 376

HB 445

two previous school years. The bill prohibits counting out-of-system students toward equalization funding
calculations. The section is effective July 1, 2026.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.16, relating to tax credits for contributions to student scholarship
organizations, to increase the aggregate cap for tax credits to $150 million. The amount that may be used
against insurance premium tax liability is changed from $6 million to 6 percent of the aggregate amount of
tax credits.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.21, relating to tax credits for donations to nonprofit corporations
awarding grants to public schools, to increase the aggregate amount of tax credits to $25 million.

The bill prohibits counties from using revenue from a transportation purposes sales and use tax (TSPLOST)
to provide free or reduced fares for public transit services. The bill provides that when a county holds a
referendum to levy a transit purposes sales and use tax (Transit SPLOST) and voters reject it, the county is
prohibited from resubmitting the referendum for eight years.

Income tax; rehabilitation of certified structures; increase amount of tax credits
By: Rep. Scott Hilton (48th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 376 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.8, relating to tax credits provided for the
rehabilitation of historic structures, to increase the maximum amount of credits that can be issued for
individual certified structures other than historic homes from $30 million to $60 million.

A tax credit for a certified structure other than a historic home is lowered from 25 percent of qualified
rehabilitation expenditures to 20 percent for credits issued on or after January 1, 2026. An additional 10
percent may be offered for counties with a population of less than 50,000. The minimum amount needed
for a rehabilitation to meet the definition of "substantial rehabilitation” for an otherwise certified structure
is increased from $5,000 to $25,000.

For rehabilitation projects that create at least 200 permanent jobs or a payroll of at least $5 million within
two years of the placed in service date, the maximum amount of credits a project can qualify for is
increased from $10 million to $15 million.

Ad valorem tax; language required to be included in notices of current assessment; revise
By: Rep. Chuck Martin (49th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 445 amends 0.C.G.A 48-1-2, relating to definitions of revenue and taxation, by
adding "private water systems and sewage systems with at least 10,000 connections for services" to the
definition of "public utility."

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-306 relating to the annual notice of current assessment, contents, posting
notice, and new assessment description by requiring that the option to appeal directly to a hearing officer
for tangible personal property with a fair market value of greater than $200,000 be included on the notice
of assessment.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-311 relating to county boards of equalization, duties, review of assessments,
and appeals by allowing a taxpayer with tangible personal property having a fair market value greater than
$200,000 to appeal directly to a hearing officer.

A former or current appraiser IV or chief appraiser may serve as a hearing officer for taxable personal

property other than wireless property following the submission of an application, a list of counties within
which the hearing officer is willing to serve, and a resume to the Georgia Real Estate Commission and the
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HB 463

Georgia Real Estate Appraisers Board. The hearing officer may not serve in the county of which they
previously served as an appraiser IV or chief appraiser.

Ad valorem tax; certain senior citizens who volunteer with local governments; provide
homestead exemption
By: Rep. Shaw Blackmon (146th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 463 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-20, relating to individual tax rates, by revising the final
income tax reduction rate from 4.99 percent to 3.99 percent.

The bill revises 0.C.G.A. 48-7-26, relating to personal exemptions, to increase the dependent exemption to
$5,000, then by $125 any year the state achieves the same economic metrics required for an income tax
rate reduction until it reaches $6,000.

The bill revises 0.C.G.A. 48-7-27, relating to computation of taxable net income, to increase the standard
deduction for a single filer to $15,000, then by $375 any year the state achieves the same economic metrics
required for an income tax rate reduction until it reaches $18,000. The standard deduction for married
joint filers will increase to $30,000, then by $750 any year the state achieves the same economic metrics
required for an income tax rate reduction until it reaches $36,000. The exclusion for retirement income at
65 years old increases from $65,000 to $70,000, effective January 1, 2027.

0.C.G.A. 48-7-27 is amended, relating to the computation of taxable net income, to allow up to $1,750 to be
deducted by any taxpayer that receives tips or overtime from January 1, 2026 until December 31, 2028.
The deduction applies to overtime premiums only, and for employees working in a profession defined as
customarily and regularly receives tips.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 45-12-93, relating to the revenue shortfall reserve, to increase the limit from 15
percent to 20 percent, and allows for any undesignated surplus in excess of the 20 percent to fill the
revenue shortfall reserve to be used for tax relief upon an act of the General Assembly.

The minimum threshold above which the governor may release from the revenue shortfall reserve for
appropriation by the General Assembly is increased from four percent of the previous fiscal year's net
revenue to eight percent of the previous fiscal year's net revenue. The funds set aside for taxpayer relief in
this section will be cited as the "Taxpayer Relief Fund."

The bill repeals the following Code sections and corresponding tax incentives: 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.11, relating
to tax credits for eligible teleworking expenses; 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.1A, relating to tax credits for personal
protective equipment manufacturers; 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.1B, relating to tax credits for manufacturers of
medical equipment and supplies, pharmaceuticals, and medicine; 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.15, relating to tax credits
for base year port traffic increases; 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.15A, relating to tax credits for employers with base
year port traffic increases; 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.16, relating to tax credits for alternative fuel, low-emission, and
zero-emission vehicles and electric vehicle chargers; 48-7-40.18, relating to tax credits for businesses
headquartered in state and full-time jobs; 48-7-40.20, relating to tax credits for businesses engaged in
manufacturing cigarettes for exportation; and 48-7-40.22, relating to tax credits for business enterprises
that purchase or lease a motor vehicle to provide transportation for employees.

The bill further repeals paragraphs (24), (33.1), (61), and (69) of 0.C.G.A. 48-8-3. The bill sunsets

paragraph (36) of 0.C.G.A. 48-8-3, but allows for certificates issues before the sunset date to continue in
effect as they were before the sunset.
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HB 519

HB 1000

HB 1070

HB 1077

HB 1159

HB 1199

Revenue and taxation; amount of federal work opportunity credit claimed by a taxpayer
shall also be allowed as a tax credit; provide
By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 519 creates a state tax credit tied to the parameters of the federal tax credit
authorized by Section 51 of the Internal Revenue Code, known as the Work Opportunity Tax Credit.

The credit is provided to taxpayers that employ an individual that is a part of a targeted group certified by
the U.S. Department of Labor. The state credit will not exceed $500 per eligible employee per tax year. The
credit may not exceed a taxpayer's income tax liability nor be applied to liabilities other than in the year in
which the credit was claimed. The annual aggregate limit for the credit is $10 million per tax year.

Income tax; one-time tax credit for individual taxpayers who filed income tax returns for
the 2024 and 2025 taxable years; provide

By: Rep. Matthew Gambill (15th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1000 provides a one-time income tax refund to taxpayers who filed returns for
both the 2024 and 2025 tax years equal to the lesser of either the taxpayer's 2024 income tax liability or
$250 for a taxpayer filing as single; $375 for a taxpayer filing as head of household; or $500 for a married
couple jointly filing a return. The refund will not be made available to nonresident alien individuals,
individuals claimed as a dependent during the 2024 tax year, or an estate or trust.

Income tax; increase and extend a credit for expenditures on maintenance of railroad track
owned or leased by Class III railroads

By: Rep. Leesa Hagan (156th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1070 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.34, relating to tax credits for Class III railroads, to
increase the per mile of railroad owned or leased rate used to calculate the credit limit for the program
from $3,500 to $5,000. Both the sunset date for the program, as well as the window for which the credit is
transferable, are extended to from January 1, 2027 to January 1, 2028.

Sales and use tax; exemption for sales of tickets, fees, and charges of admission to certain
museums and fine arts performances or exhibitions at nonprofit facilities; extend sunset
date

By: Rep. Noel Williams (148th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1077 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-8-3, relating to exemptions to sales and use taxes, by
extending the sunset date for a sales tax exemption on the sale of tickets or charges for admission to a fine
arts performance or exhibition from December 31, 2027 to December 31, 2032.

The bill extends the sales and use tax exemption to sales of tickets, fees, or charges for admission to the
Georgia National Fair at the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter.

Income tax; all income received by individuals, corporations, and partnerships under the
Farmer Bridge Assistance Program; exempt from taxation

By: Rep. Matthew Gambill (15th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1159 allows for deduction of payments from the Farmer Bridge Assistance

Program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture received on or before March 31, 2026, from taxable state
income.

Revenue and taxation; Internal Revenue Code and Internal Revenue Code of 1986; revise
terms and incorporate certain provisions of federal law into Georgia law
By: Rep. John Carson (46th) Through the Ways & Means Committee
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HB 1209

HB 1261

SB 59

SB 285

Final Bill Summary: HB 1199 provides the annual Internal Revenue Code update to Georgia Code by
revising definitions found in 0.C.G.A. 48-8-2. The updates are applicable to tax years on or after January 1,
2025 for relevant federal laws passed on or before January 1, 2026.

The bill places an annual aggregate cap on the state low income housing tax credit provided for in 0.C.G.A.
48-7-29.6 of $100 million for tax years 2026 through 2028.

The bill suspends the collection of excise tax on motor fuel for 60 days beginning on the effective date of
the Act.

Sales and use tax; purchases of tangible property and construction materials used for or in
the construction and furnishing of certain buildings; provide exemption

By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1209 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-8-3, relating to exemptions from sales and use taxes, by
providing a sales and use tax exemption of tangible property and construction material used for the
construction and furnishing of buildings that meet the following criteria: located at any wharf lot;
improvements located between 1,500 feet and 5,000 feet of a state-owned convention or meeting facility
with 150,000 square feet to 750,000 square feet of meeting space; and located on an island in a river that
serves as the state's boundary.

The exemption will exist from July 1, 2026 until June 30, 2033, or until the aggregate amount of sales and
use tax refunded exceeds $7 million.

Revenue and taxation; level 1 freeport exemptions for certain goods in inventory for
electric utilities; provide

By: Rep. David Huddleston (72nd) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: HB 1261 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-48.2, relating to level 1 freeport exemptions, to exempt
electric utility equipment held in inventory by an electric utility. An ad valorem exemption will not be
provided if the equipment has been incorporated into operating electric generation, distribution, or
transmission facilities.

A corresponding change is made in 0.C.G.A. 48-5-48.1, relating to applications for the level 1 freeport
exemption, to require a summary of inventory related to electric utility taxpayer's operations.

Bona Fide Conservation Use Property; a limitation on leased property; remove

By: Sen. Sam Watson (11th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 59 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-7-40.37, relating to tax credits for timber producers that
incurred losses from Hurricane Helene, to increase the aggregate limit for tax credits offered to affected
timber producers from $200 million to $250 million. Producers that have already received a pro-rated
credit will receive the full value of the credit for which they initially applied.

The Department of Revenue will open applications up for any amount that remains under the aggregate
cap no later than July 31, 2026 and notify award recipients no more than 45 days upon accepting an
application.

Emergency Communications Authority; increase in the percentage of all 9-1-1 charges to be
remitted to the Peace Officers' Annuity and Benefit Fund; increase

By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 285 amends 0.C.G.A. 33-8-8.3, relating to the funding of local government services,

to require each county and municipal corporation to remit 1.5 percent of all funds distributed to them from
insurance premium tax collections to the Peace Officers' Annuity and Benefit Fund.
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SB 306

SB 430

The bill requires the use of funds remitted per 0.C.G.A. 33-8-8.3 to be used solely for the purpose of paying
benefits to members of the Peace Officers' Annuity and Benefit Fund. The General Assembly intends to
appropriate an amount equal to one-half of one percent of state insurance premium tax collections to the
Peace Officers' Annuity and Benefit Fund.

The bill defines the term "funded ratio" as the actuarial value of plan assets divided by the actuarial
accrued liability of the plan. Starting July 1, 2027, the board overseeing the Peace Officers' Annuity and
Benefit Fund is authorized to increase the benefit multiplier from $30 per month up to $35 per month,
provided any increase is for not less than $1 and does not lower the funded ratio of the system below 90
percent.

Bona Fide Conservation Use Property; impending expiration to be sent via certified mail;
require notices
By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 306 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-7.4, relating to preferential assessment for bona fide
conservation use property. It allows for a single property owner with parcels of bona fide conservation use
property subject to multiple covenants to consolidate the parcels under a one, new, and 10-year covenant,
provided all property involved would otherwise be eligible to be placed under a renewal covenant.

The bill allows for notification of the expiration date of a covenant to be sent via certified mail if requested
by the taxpayer. The county board of tax assessors will send an electronic copy of the notification to a
submitted email address at the request of the taxpayer.

The bill clarifies that the purpose of bona fide conservation use property may also be for carbon
sequestration as a secondary use.

The bill places an annual cap on the state low income housing tax credit provided for in 0.C.G.A. 48-7-29.6
of $100 million for each of tax years 2026 through 2028.

Taxes; certain military museums qualify as destination marketing organizations and
private sector nonprofit organizations; provide

By: Sen. Randy Robertson (29th) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 430, Section 1, amends 0.C.G.A. 48-13-50.2, concerning definitions related to excise

taxes on rooms, lodgings, and accommodations, to clarify that the term "tourism product development”
applies to museums, to include military museums.

Section 2 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-13-51, relating to county and municipal levies on public accommodations for
program of tourism, by removing a $500,000 tax revenue threshold for local governing authorities that
triggers the ability for a local governing authority to alter or change the private sector nonprofit
organization engaged to promote tourism without an agreement between the parties. If the governing
authority and destination marketing organization cannot agree on a change to the designated nonprofit,
the matter will be addressed by the Hotel Motel Tax Performance Review Board. The bill provides for
criteria to be considered by the board when evaluating agreements.

Section 3 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-13-56.1, relating to the Hotel Motel Tax Performance Review Board to
require the board to meet quarterly as well as within 90 days of the receipt of a complaint. The board must
transmit findings to the commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs within 30 days of a hearing.

If the commissioner deems remedial action is necessary, the subject of a complaint has 60 calendar days
from the receipt of a notification of noncompliance to submit a new report specifying the rate of taxation

Page 81 of 82



House of Representatives End of Session Report

SB 566

and amounts collected and remitted. The subject of a complaint will provide a notification of
noncompliance to the legal organ of the county within 30 days of receipt.

The bill adds that the commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs will notify the commissioner
of the Department of Revenue of any failure to take remedial action, which can trigger compliance
enforcement.

Ad Valorem Taxation of Property; the acceptance of tax digests in the event of a publication
error made by a newspaper; provide
By: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd) Through the Ways & Means Committee

Final Bill Summary: SB 566 amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-34, relating to tax bill procedures and requirements, by
adding that tax bills must include the amount by which taxes have been reduced as a result of exemptions
and credits, as well as eliminates language related to a levying authority that adopts a millage rate that
exceeds the estimated roll-back rate.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-45, relating to applications for homestead exemptions, to require a person no
longer eligible for the exemption to report their ineligibility to the tax commissioner by the final date to file
an appeal of the annual notice of current assessment.

The bill adds 0.C.G.A. 48-5-51.1 to create a penalty of 50 percent of the amount property taxes were to be
reduced by exemptions and credits for failing to report a loss of homestead exemption eligibility. A tax
commissioner will notify a taxpayer in writing of their denial or removal of a homestead exemption.

The bill creates 0.C.G.A. 48-5-57, requiring the creation and use of a state-wide homestead exemption
database, which will be accessible for local tax officials and ensure the accuracy of the data compiled. Each
local tax official will review the database before approving a homestead exemption and annually before
issuing notices of assessments for the taxing jurisdiction.

The bill eliminates 0.C.G.A. 48-5-306.2, relating to the annual calculation and certification of estimated roll-
back rate.

The bill amends 0.C.G.A. 48-5-306, relating to annual notice of current assessments, by changing required
verbiage for the notice of assessment, including the addition of a brief description of changes to taxable
assessed value from the previous assessment, estimated savings from exemptions, credits, and preferential
assessments, and a description of how a taxpayer may appeal the assessment. The Department of Revenue
will consult with the chairpersons of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance
Committee.
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