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e The House will reconvene for its 27th Legislative Day on Tuesday, March 4 at 10:00 a.m.
e The Rules Committee will meet at 9:00 a.m.
e Seventeen bills / resolutions are expected to be debated on the floor.

Today on the Floor

Motions to Agree
HB 67 Supplemental appropriations; State Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Bill Summary: HB 67, the Amended Fiscal Year 2025 budget, is set by a revenue estimate of $40.6
billion. In addition to revenue growth, the governor's revenue estimate for the Amended FY 2025
budget includes $2.7 billion in surplus funds for a total infusion of $4.4 billion, or an increase of 12.2
percent over the original estimate. The bill and tracking sheet may be found on the House Budget and
Research Office website.

Authored By: Rep. Jon Burns (159th) Rule Applied: Modified-Open
Motions to Agree: (A motion to agree represents final passage of the bill.)

Rules Calendar

HB 89  Public Health, Department of; require healthcare providers, facilities, and pharmacies to
provide the Maternal Mortality Review Committee with psychiatric or other clinical records

Bill Summary: HB 89 authorizes the release of psychiatric records of a deceased person who is the
subject of a maternal death review to the Maternal Mortality Review Committee.

The bill also creates the Regional Perinatal Center Advisory Committee that will advise on the
adequacy of regional perinatal centers in the state. The adequacy assessment will consider various
factors such as patient safety, interfacility coordination, evaluation of high-risk pregnancies and
deliveries, and transportation adequacy.

The committee will be made up of 11 to 21 four-year term members appointed by the commissioner
of the Department of Public Health. Any approved changes to the regional perinatal centers will
require a budget request submission to the Office of Planning and Budget and the General Assembly.

Any facility seeking to become a regional perinatal center will need to share their readiness and plan
with the Department of Public Health. The department will submit a plan with funding considerations
to the speaker of the House of Representatives, president of the Senate, and governor every four years
beginning July 1, 2026.

Authored By: Rep. Sharon Cooper (45th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Public and Community Health Committee 02-24-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 168 Nays: 7 Amendments:
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HB 91

HB 141

HB 165

HB 186

HB 229

Professions and businesses; licensure for graduates of foreign colleges or schools of veterinary
medicine who are board certified in a specialty; provide

Bill Summary: HB 91 allows graduates of a foreign veterinary medicine school who are able to
submit a transcript, who have completed a residency program of two or more years, and have
received board certification from a veterinary medicine organization recognized by the American
Veterinary Medical Association, American Board of Veterinary Specialties, or other American
Veterinary Medical Association board-approved organizations to be able to apply for a veterinary
license in Georgia.

A graduate may additionally submit an Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates
(ECFVG) certificate or its equivalent, a Program for the Assessment of Veterinary Education
Equivalence (PAVE) certificate or its equivalent, or any other document authorized by the State
Board of Veterinary Medicine. The bill does not prohibit someone licensed in this way from lecturing
or giving instructions in their certified veterinary medicine specialty.

Authored By: Rep. Sharon Cooper (45th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 169 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Revenue and taxation; allow businesses and practitioners to provide affidavits of certified public
accountants in lieu of tax returns

Bill Summary: HB 141 amends O.C.G.A. 48-13-14, relating to businesses or practitioners with
locations in more than one jurisdiction, to allow for affidavits of certified public accountants to be
provided in lieu of tax returns.

Authored By: Rep. Martin Momtahan (17th) Rule Applied: Structured

House Ways & Means Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 158 Nays: 16 Amendments:

Income tax credit; business enterprises for leased motor vehicles; repeal and reserve

Bill Summary: HB 165 amends O.C.G.A. 48-7-27, relating to the computation of taxable net
income, to allow for an amount equal to the net disaster loss as defined by Section 304(b) of Title 11
of Division EE of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, P.L.116-260, as amended by Section 2
of the Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act of 2023, P.L. 118-148 to be deducted in addition to the
standard deductions provided for in this Code section.

Authored By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Rule Applied: Structured

House Ways & Means Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 173 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Revenue and taxation; eliminate title ad valorem tax fee requirement for certain inherited
vehicles

Bill Summary: HB 186 amends O.C.G.A. 48-5C-, relating to alternative ad valorem taxation of
motor vehicles and title ad valorem tax fees, to eliminate the application of a state title ad valorem tax
fee on a motor vehicle inherited upon the death of a immediate family member.

Authored By: Rep. Jordan Ridley (22nd) Rule Applied: Structured

House Ways & Means Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 171 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Sales and use tax; exempt materials used in construction of capital outlay projects for
educational purposes; provisions

Bill Summary: HB 229 amends O.C.G.A. 48-8-3, relating to exemptions from sales and use taxes,
by exempting the purchase of qualifying construction materials used in capital outlay projects for
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HB 255

HB 262

HB 290

educational purposes from local sales and use taxes. Eligible capital outlay projects are those funded
using a sales tax for education purposes as authorized by the constitution of Georgia. Local school
systems must have a base year value or adjusted base year value homestead exemption in effect to
receive this exemption.

All sales and use tax will be paid and collected as is required by Code. A school system may claim
the exemption by requesting a refund from the Department of Revenue. Any refund received by a
school system will be held in a fund or account for capital outlay projects, and will be used for
education purposes as authorized by the Georgia constitution.

The program will be repealed on December 31, 2033.

Authored By: Rep. Yasmin Neal (79th) Rule Applied: Structured
House Ways & Means Committee

Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 169 Nays: 2 Amendments:

Special license plates; Southern University Alumni; establish

Bill Summary: HB 255 creates two special license plates: one honoring Southern University
Alumni, with funds raised disbursed to the Atlanta Metropolitan Chapter of Southern University
Alumni Federation of Georgia, Inc; and one honoring Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., with funds
raised disbursed to the Delta Life Development Center.

Authored By: Rep. Dewey McClain (109th) Rule Applied: Modified-Open

House Motor Vehicles Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 168 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Community Health, Department of; grant program for purpose of acquiring and installing
backup generators; provide

Bill Summary: HB 262 establishes a grant program to acquire and install backup generators in
certain rural hospitals. The Department of Community Health will work with the Georgia Emergency
Management and Homeland Security Agency to set the criteria for these grants.

Funding for the program will depend on appropriations from the General Assembly, and the amount
awarded to each recipient will be determined individually. The bill also adds "Affected Rural
Hospital™, which means an acute care hospital located in a rural county that contains fewer than 100
beds and is located in any region of the state in which the governor declared a state of emergency
after July 1, 2024.

Authored By: Rep. Angie O'Steen (169th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Rural Development Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 173 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Revenue and taxation; Internal Revenue Code and Internal Revenue Code of 1986; revise terms
and incorporate certain provisions of federal law into Georgia law

Bill Summary: HB 290 provides the annual Internal Revenue Code update to Georgia Code by
revising definitions found in O.C.G.A. 48-8-2. The updates are applicable to tax years on or after
January 1, 2024 for relevant federal laws passed on or before January 1, 2025.

Authored By: Rep. John Carson (46th) Rule Applied: Structured

House Ways & Means Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 176 Nays: 0 Amendments:
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HB 296

HB 327

HB 358

HB 378

Motor vehicles; presentation of a driver’s license in a certain electronic format; provisions

Bill Summary: HB 296 clarifies language relating to poll workers in O.C.G.A. 21-2-417 to denote
that a Georgia driver's license must be in physical format and issued by the Department of Driver
Services.

The bill clarifies language relating to hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses in O.C.G.A. 27-2-2 and
27-2-3.1 to denote physical driver's licenses being required to identify an individual. The bill further
allows licensees who are required to present their license to a law enforcement officer who possesses
proper equipment to show them their electronic format-issued license. The bill notes that by July 1,
2027, all law enforcement officers will acquire equipment that can verify electronic licenses.

Authored By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Motor Vehicles Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 154 Nays: 17 Amendments:

Official Code of Georgia Annotated; amend various titles

Bill Summary: HB 327 makes comprehensive revisions to the law of wills, probate, administration
of estates, guardianships, trusts, and powers of attorney as it pertains to fiduciary law.

The bill adds a duty by the executor of an estate to notify beneficiaries of an estate with a will that the
will is being probated as well as the name and mailing address of the executor within six months after
qualifying as the executor.

The bill revises statute related to trusts by allowing trusts to be in electronic form and signed by
electronic signature, as well as changing the statute of limitations for breach of trust actions to two
years from the date on which a document disclosing the existence of a claim is sent to a trust
beneficiary.

The bill makes further revisions to trust law, including who can serve as a trust director, the
governance of particular trusts, and the fiduciary duties of trustees. The bill revises provisions with
respect to the determination of heirs, inheritance involving nonmarital children, and assisted
reproduction.

Authored By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Judiciary Committee 02-20-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 176 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Agriculture; prohibiting acquisition of possessory interest in certain land by certain foreign
persons and entities; provide for a definition

Bill Summary: HB 358 defines "military installation™ for purposes of prohibiting land possession by
certain foreign persons or entities as a facility owned and operated by a branch of the U.S. Armed
Forces that shelters military equipment and personnel, and facilitates training and operations for those
branches.

Authored By: Rep. Vance Smith (138th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Committee 02-24-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 120 Nays: 50 Amendments:

State courts of counties; online publishing of terms; provide

Bill Summary: HB 378 requires state court clerks to publish and maintain information and dates
regarding terms of court prominently on its public website.

Authored By: Rep. Martin Momtahan (17th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Committee 02-20-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:
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Floor Vote: Yeas: 162 Nays: 11 Amendments:

HB 398 Food, drugs, and cosmetics; authorize production and sale of cottage food items with certain
exemptions, requirements, and disclosures

Bill Summary: HB 398 creates a new article within Title 26 of the O.C.G.A. relating to cottage food
items, operators, and production operations. A cottage food operator may only operate so long as they
are in compliance with this article, and cottage food production operations may sell directly to
consumers or to retail food establishments.

Violations of compliance within this article or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this article
will be given a civil penalty of no more than $75 per violation. The Department of Agriculture is
authorized to inspect the area in a residence used by a cottage food operator in order to investigate a
consumer complaint.

Authored By: Rep. Leesa Hagan (156th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 171 Nays: 2 Amendments:

HB 399 Property; require certain residential landlords to have in-state staff to manage tenant
communications

Bill Summary: HB 399 requires out-of-state landlords owning or operating 25 or more rental
properties in the state to employ a licensed broker, that may or may not reside in this state, and at
least one person located within the state for purposes of managing and responding to communications
from the landlord's tenants related to property issues.

Authored By: Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver (84th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Governmental Affairs Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 163 Nays: 4 Amendments:

HB 413 Agriculture; prohibit local ordinances that prohibit operation of mobile sawmills on
agricultural land

Bill Summary: HB 413 prohibits counties, municipalities, consolidated governments, or other
political subdivisions from restricting the use of mobile sawmills on agricultural land. Waste
produced by sawing logs will be considered agricultural products, which may include sawdust, bark,
and slab materials.

Authored By: Rep. David Jenkins (136th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 162 Nays: 13 Amendments:

HB 416 Local government; enterprise zones; revise class of retailer from which fees may be collected

Bill Summary: HB 416 amends O.C.G.A. 36-88-6, relating to enterprise zone criteria, to restrict
annual enterprise zone infrastructure fees assessed by local governing bodies to being assessed only
on retailers that are qualifying businesses or service enterprises receiving a sales, and use tax
exemption for being located within a designated enterprise zone.

The bill amends O.C.G.A. 36-88-10, relating to time limitations for enterprise zones, to change the
start of the 30-year duration of an enterprise zone authorized by O.C.G.A. 36-88-6 from beginning at
the completion of the redevelopment project and retiring of any revenue bonds related to the project
to the first issuance of a bond with a principal amount of at least $100,000.

Authored By: Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Governmental Affairs Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 172 Nays: 0 Amendments:
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HB 454

HB 473

HB 612

HR 32

HR 69

Vince Dooley Battlefield Trust Fund Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 454 is known as 'The Vince Dooley Battlefield Trust Fund Act' and establishes a
dedicated trust fund to support the preservation of historic battlefields in Georgia. Administered by
the Department of Natural Resources, the fund will receive money from state appropriations, grants,
and private donations to provide matching grants for purchasing or protecting battlefield lands.
Organizations applying for grants must provide matching contributions, and meet specific criteria
related to historical significance, proximity to other protected lands, and threats to preservation.

Authored By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured

House Game, Fish, & Parks Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Floor Vote: Yeas: 157 Nays: 14 Amendments:

Controlled substances; Schedule I; provide certain provisions

Bill Summary: HB 473 adds certain drugs to the Code sections defining Schedule I controlled
substances and defines dangerous drugs.

Authored By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Health Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 170 Nays: 0 Amendments:

Behavioral Health Coordinating Council; add member

Bill Summary: HB 612 adds the insurance commissioner to the Behavioral Health Coordinating
Council and establishes a parity compliance review panel within the council to be composed of six
members.

Authored By: Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Health Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 170 Nays: 2 Amendments:

General Assembly; increase maximum acreage to qualify for assessment and taxation as a bona
fide conservation use property - CA

Bill Summary: HR 32 amends the Georgia Constitution to increase the maximum acreage allowable
as bona fide conservation use property from 2,000 to 4,000 acres.

Authored By: Rep. Chuck Efstration (104th) Rule Applied: Structured
House Ways & Means Committee

Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 168 Nays: 5 Amendments:

Floor Action: Adopted (Resolution)

Biomedical Research Day; every third Thursday in April; recognize

Bill Summary: HR 69 creates Biomedical Research Day, which will take place every third Thursday
in April.

Authored By: Rep. Imani Barnes (86th) Rule Applied: Modified-Open
House Health Committee 02-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Floor Vote: Yeas: 171 Nays: 1 Amendments:

Floor Action: Adopted (Resolution)
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Next on the Floor from the Committee on Rules
The Committee on Rules has fixed the calendar for the 27th Legislative Day, Tuesday, March 4,
and bills may be called at the pleasure of the Speaker. The Rules Committee will next meet on Tuesday, March 4, at
9:00 a.m., to set the Rules Calendar for the 28th Legislative Day.

HB 37  Education; require local school systems to notify employees regarding social security
withholdings and eligibility for certain benefits

Bill Summary: HB 37 amends O.C.G.A. 20-2-219.1, to require local school systems to notify new
hires whether Social Security taxes are withheld from employee's paychecks beginning July 1, 2025.
Every five years and upon separation of employment, the school system must remind employees
whether Social Security taxes are withheld from the employee's pay during employment.

Authored By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Education Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 77  Motor vehicles; encountering funeral procession on two-lane highway; revise responsibilities

Bill Summary: HB 77 revises right-of-way procedures for funeral processions by requiring the
operator of every vehicle not participating in a funeral procession and who are on any two-lane
highway to yield the right-of-way to the procession. The bill also requires both lead and rear vehicles
in the procession to display flashing hazard lights.

Authored By: Rep. Lehman Franklin (160th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Motor Vehicles Committee 02-04-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 79 Firearm Safe Handling and Secure Storage Tax Credit Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 79 creates O.C.G.A. 48-7-29.11A to allow a taxpayer to claim a tax credit of up
to $300 for eligible expenses related to firearm safe handling instructional courses and firearm secure
storage devices.

The tax credit will have an annual aggregate cap of $3 million, and an individual taxpayer may only
receive credits totaling $300 in their lifetime from this program. Any unused tax credit cannot be
carried forward.

The program will sunset on December 31, 2031.

Authored By: Rep. Mark Newton (127th) Rule Applied: Structured
House Ways & Means Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

HB 123 Criminal procedure; pretrial proceedings in capital offense cases where the death penalty is
sought when the accused has an intellectual disability; provide

Bill Summary: HB 123 changes the standard, in a capital case for which the death penalty is being
sought, for determining when the accused has an intellectual disability (ID) from beyond a reasonable
doubt to preponderance of the evidence.

When the death penalty is sought, the defendant can file a pretrial notice of intent to raise a claim of
ID. The hearing may be conducted upon motion of the defendant, which is at the discretion of the
court or upon joint consent motion of the defendant and the state. The pretrial determination of 1D
will be made by the court sitting as the finder of fact.

If the court does not find that the defendant has an ID, then the defendant is not precluded from
raising it again in further proceedings. Either party may seek immediate review of the trial court's
determination regarding the ID ruling.
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After July 1, 2025, when the death penalty is sought and the defendant contends that they have ID,
after finding the defendant guilty, the court will allow the defendant to present evidence of the ID and
will then instruct the jury on the procedure. If the jury agrees with the defendant, then they will enter
a separate finding of "intellectual disability".

Authored By: Rep. William Werkheiser (157th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 129 Ad valorem tax; bona fide conservation use property; remove a limitation on leased property as
to certain entities

Bill Summary: HB 129 amends O.C.G.A. 48-5-7.4, related to bona fide conservation use property,
to allow property leased by a corporation, partnership, general partnership, limited partnership or
corporation, or a limited liability company to qualify as bona fide conservation use property if it
meets the following conditions: entity is owned by at least one natural or naturalized citizen, and the
primary purpose of the property is related to production of agricultural or timber products.

Authored By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd) Rule Applied: Structured
House Ways & Means Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 144 Income tax; certain medical preceptor rotations; revise tax credit

Bill Summary: HB 144 amends O.C.G.A. 48-7-29.22, relating to tax credits for medical preceptor
rotations, to add licensed dentists to the eligible professions to receive a tax credit as a community
based faculty preceptor. The credit is changed to be $1,000 for each preceptorship rotation completed
by a physician or licensed dentist in a calendar year, and $750 for each preceptorship rotation
completed in a calendar year by an advanced practice registered nurse.

The credit will not exceed an aggregate cap of $6 million per year, and the sunset date is changed
from December 31, 2026 to December 31, 2030.

Authored By: Rep. Mark Newton (127th) Rule Applied: Structured
House Ways & Means Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 154 Emergency medical services; designate ambulance services as an essential service
Bill Summary: HB 154 designates ambulance services as an essential service.

Authored By: Rep. Gary Richardson (125th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Health Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

HB 180 Probate courts; modify certain requirements for probate judges

Bill Summary: HB 180 requires candidates for the office of probate court judge in counties with a
population of 90,000 or more to file a supplemental affidavit stating they satisfy the additional
qualifications specific to counties of 90,000 or more (must be 30 years of age, a member of good
standing of the State Bar of Georgia, and have practiced law for seven years) as currently set forth in

0.C.G.A. 15-9-4.

Authored By: Rep. Tyler Smith (18th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Committee 02-04-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:
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HB 197

HB 244

HB 304

HB 309

HB 314

Insurance; health care provider to respond to a private review agent or utility review entity's
attempt to discuss the patient’s care; detail the effort

Bill Summary: HB 197 implements a callback telecommunications system for peer to peer
communications in the event a clinical peer is not available upon first contact effort.

Authored By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Health Committee 02-10-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

State auditor; local governments to request and receive in certain circumstances due date
extensions related to filing annual audits; provide

Bill Summary: HB 244 makes adjustments to local government audit requirements, depending on
total expenditures by such local government entity. The bill requires specified county officers to
cooperate with the county government in the preparation of required financial statements and audits,
subject to specified waivers.

Authored By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Governmental Affairs Committee 02-26-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Local government; Georgia Municipal Court Clerks' Council; create

Bill Summary: HB 304 creates the Georgia Municipal Court Clerks' Council as an institution
designed to improve municipal courts, assist municipal court staff, and assist in training municipal
court staff. The council is a state agency comprised of the municipal court staff of all state municipal
courts. The council is authorized to elect officers and an executive committee.

Authored By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Local government; require adoption of a resolution or ordinance and voter approval prior to
abolishment of a police force that was created by such method

Bill Summary: HB 309 requires that a county police force created by referendum also be abolished
by referendum.

Authored By: Rep. Rob Clifton (131st) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 02-19-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Professions and businesses; athletic trainers; revise and update definitions

Bill Summary: HB 314 revises the definition of an "athletic injury", regarding athletic trainers, to be
a condition sustained as a result of a person's participation in activities requiring physical strength,
agility, flexibility, range of motion, speed, or stamina, regardless of where or how the injury
occurred.

The bill also clarifies that an athletic training student can conduct certain duties while under the direct
supervision of a physician or licensed athletic trainer, so long as the athletic trainer or physician is
physically present in the facility where the athletic training student is operating. Further, the bill
revises the certifying organization that allows the Georgia Board of Athletic Trainers to grant a
license to the Board of Certification for the athletic trainer.

Authored By: Rep. John LaHood (175th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Regulated Industries Committee 02-24-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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HB 325

HB 348

HB 406

HB 465

Domestic relations; Protective Order Registry; revise certain definitions

Bill Summary: HB 325 allows a member of the state organized militia who alleges stalking by
another member of the organized militia to seek a protective order, with subject matter jurisdiction
established by evidence that a nexus exists between the alleged conduct constituting stalking and the
organized militia. The military judge may grant a protective order on a temporary or permanent basis
or approve a consent agreement, and may punish a party's disobedience with contempt.

Authored By: Rep. Reynaldo Martinez (111th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Judiciary Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Insurance; expand lines of insurance or reinsurance in which a limited purpose subsidiary and
captive insurance company may engage

Bill Summary: HB 348 defines the term "sponsor" and further clarifies a sponsor's role in supporting
and funding limited purpose subsidiaries and captive insurance companies.

Authored By: Rep. Bruce Williamson (112th) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Insurance Committee 02-20-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Judicial Retirement System; increase retirement age of superior court judges first taking office
on or after July 1, 2026

Bill Summary: HB 406 allows a member of the Judicial Retirement System (JRS) to retire at age 60,
but the retirement allowance is reduced by any time served as a superior court judge. Once the
member reaches 65, their retirement allowance is adjusted to reflect all their years of creditable
service earned as a member of JRS. The bill is certified by the Georgia Department of Audits and
Accounts as a non-fiscal retirement bill.

Authored By: Rep. Rob Leverett (123rd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Retirement Committee 02-25-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Autism Missing Person Alert System Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 465 adds autism spectrum disorder to the list of eligible conditions to activate
the Mattie's Call statewide alert system for missing disabled adults. Activation of the alert system for
those with autism spectrum disorder will include guidance to local law enforcement to prioritize
waterways and public roadways in their search, and to disclose distinctive autism-related behaviors
that can identify the missing person.

Authored By: Rep. Carl Gilliard (162nd) Rule Applied: Modified-Structured
House Human Relations & Aging Committee 02-27-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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Committee Actions
Bills passing committees are reported to the Clerk's Office and are placed on the General Calendar.

Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee

HB 449 Public utilities; subject certain companies providing water services to regulation by Public
Service Commission

Bill Summary: HB 449 creates definitions for "covered water system", "service water", "water
services"”, and "water systems", and restricts covered water companies from having an increase of 15
percent or more in their rates or charges. If their rates or charges do increase by 15 percent or more
from the lowest amount of such rate or charge over a period of three years, a hearing by the Public

Service Commission is in order.

The commission is further allowed to produce rules and regulations, and will conduct regular
assessments over covered water companies.

Authored By: Rep. Trey Rhodes (124th)
House Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

HB 529 Georgia Online Automatic Renewal Transparency Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 529 relates to the 'Georgia Online Automatic Renewal Transparency Act' and
allows consumers to have the option for a service contract to end after its specified period rather than
being subject to an automatic renewal. The option to terminate a service contract after its specified
period will be outlined in writing, which is signed by both seller and consumer.

The service provider must also inform the consumer of an increase in any charge on automatic
renewals. Certain entities are exempt from this chapter, and further Code sections have minor
language changes to create continuity with this new section.

Authored By: Rep. Carter Barrett (24th)
House Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Banks & Banking Committee

HB 159 Georgia Housing and Finance Authority; increase outstanding bond limit

Bill Summary: HB 159 revises the outstanding bond limit for the Georgia Housing and Finance
Authority from $3 billion to $6 billion.

Authored By: Rep. Clint Crowe (118th)
House Banks & Banking Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

HB 439 Revenue and taxation; revise deductions allowed to dealers

Bill Summary: HB 439 revises law regarding deductions allowed to dealers by allowing a deduction
of three percent on the first $10,000 of the combined total amount of all sales and use taxes reported,
rather than the first $3,000.

Authored By: Rep. Bill Yearta (152nd)
House Banks & Banking Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Page 11 of 31



House of Representatives Daily Report for March 3, 2025 Committee Actions

Creative Arts & Entertainment Committee

HB 566 NO FAKES Act of 2025; enact

Bill Summary: HB 566 establishes legal protections and regulations regarding the creation, use, and
ownership of digital replicas, which are highly realistic computer-generated representations of an
individual's voice or likeness.

The bill grants individuals or their right holders exclusive control over their digital replicas, allowing
them to license their use. This right remains with the individual for life and extends posthumously for
up to 70 years, subject to renewal conditions. The bill also outlines the conditions for licensing,
provides legal recourse for right holders, and establishes liability limitations for online services.

Authored By: Rep. Soo Hong (103rd)
House Creative Arts & Entertainment Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Education Committee

HB 268 Education; safety, health, and well-being of students and school communities; provide

Bill Summary: HB 268 is a comprehensive bill to provide for the safety, health, and well-being of
students and school communities.

Student Records
Section 1

Student records must be requested from the transferring school within five days of notification by the
custodian of a child in state custody or care. When a local unit of administration is tasked with
educating a child in custody, all educational and medical records from the Department of Juvenile
Justice (DJJ), the Department of Human Services (DHS), or the Division of Family and Children
Services (DFCS) will be shared. These records must include, but are not limited to, whether the child
has been adjudicated delinquent of a felony; if the child is servicing a suspension or expulsion and
why; and if the child is subject to a disciplinary hearing, or other criminal action, disciplinary action,
or behavioral correction plan. The custodian agency must release all records within five days to the
requesting local unit of administration.

Section 7

Local boards of education will immediately provide an electronic copy of a student's complete
education record to any parent, legal custodian, or another authorized person within three business
days of the request. Should any part not be available electronically, the requesting individual will be
notified on the third business day when it will be ready for retrieval.

Section 8

When a parent or legal custodian seeks permanent student enrollment of students above third grade,
the parent or custodian must attest to the existence or non-existence of certain non-educational data
when enrolling a new student. For example, the parent or guardian must disclose if the student has
been adjudicated guilty of a class A felony or if the student is currently the subject of a notice of a
disciplinary hearing.

Students may be provisionally enrolled for a 10-day period after the parent or custodian executes the
document. Parents may request to view all student records forwarded to the transferring school, and
no local board of education can have a policy which denies a parent or legal custodian of a student
the ability to review the student's education records.

Section 14
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Courts may intervene if it finds a parent or custodian has willfully and unreasonably failed to
authorize the release of student education records.

Behavioral Health Coordinator
Section 2

Each school system will earn reimbursement for one or more qualified behavioral health coordinators
based on the number of full-time equivalent enrollment totals. These coordinators will identify and
facilitate appropriate interventions for students with or at risk of mental health concerns, including,
but not limited to, telehealth services.

Student Affairs Officer
Section 4

Regional Education Service Agencies (RESASs) will designate one staff member as the RESA student
affairs officer. RESASs are authorized to provide dispute resolution services related to data-sharing
concerns between state agencies, local units of administration, local education agencies, and public
and private schools.

Data Privacy
Section 6

The chief privacy officer will create a guidance document to provide to all local, state, and federal
agencies that hold student education data, student health records, student data, and personally
identifiable information of students and their families regarding current state and federal laws
surrounding such data. This guidance should include what data can and cannot be shared with other
educators, schools, DJJ, DHS, DFCS, and the federal Department of Defense Education Activity
(DoDEA). This guidance will also govern what these respective entities can and cannot share with
law enforcement and other entities in the judicial system and vice versa.

Notification - Children Taken into Custody

Section 10

Each official taking action pursuant to O.C.G.A. 20-2-699, which is the Code section relating to the
disposition of children taken into custody, will notify a school official, public or private, where the
child is enrolled and the child's parent or guardian of the outcome of such disposition.

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

Section 12

All local boards of education will implement Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
and Response to Intervention (RTI) initiatives in all high needs elementary and middle schools in
their districts.

Suicide Prevention and Youth Violence Training

Section 15

Beginning in the 2026-2027 school year, public schools serving students in grades six through 12
must provide one hour of suicide awareness and prevention training, and one hour of youth violence
prevention training each school year.

Absenteeism
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Section 16

When a student is absent for 30 consecutive days, with certain conditions being met, the local school
will refer the matter to DFCS to conduct an assessment and the RESA student affairs officer to
determine whether the student has withdrawn.

Criminal Conduct for School Violence
Section 18

The bill clarifies what situations are considered disrupting or interfering with the operation of any
public school, which is a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature. Local school systems must
iImplement a system of progressive discipline that allows a school to move a student to remote
Iearnling \évhen there has been a credible threat of violence until such time as an investigation has been
concluded.

Section 23

O.C.G.A. 16-11-37 relating to terroristic threats and acts is amended to add the threat of the death of,
or serious injury to, a group of individuals who are or will likely be at or within a school. The Code is
further amended to charge a parent(s) or legal guardian(s) who intentionally advises, counsels,
encourages, aids, or abets their minor child in the commission of an offense and may be charged with
and convicted of such offense.

Model Law Enforcement Agreements
Section 19

By August 1, 2025, the Department of Education must publish on its website model language for
agreements between local school systems and law enforcement officers. Schools must update their
written agreements with law enforcement officers by October 1, 2025. Such agreements must specify
which educational information is accessible to law enforcement and what constitutes educational
records that are protected by the federal 'Family Education Rights and Privacy Act' (FERPA).

School Safety Plan Updates

Sections 20 and 21 require school safety plans to include provisions to address the behavioral health
needs of students and staff by January 1, 2027. Each school safety plan will also include a behavioral
threat assessment management (BTAM) plan to provide a multidisciplinary process to identify,
assess, and mitigate potential threats to school safety. The Georgia Emergency Management and
Homeland Security Agency (GEMA/HS) will provide training and technical assistance to the
Department of Education, RESAs, all local school systems, and private schools on BTAM plans.

Part 11
Creation of Office of Safe Schools

The bill creates an Office of Safe Schools within the GEMA/HS, which will provide technical
assistance for local school systems to develop policies and procedures for the prevention of violence
on school grounds. The office is tasked with providing training on a number of critical school safety
items to local school systems including: school security risk assessment tools, professional learning,
school safety director training, and behavioral threat assessment management teams.

Behavioral Threat Management Teams
The office will coordinate with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities

(DBHDD) by July 1, 2026, to develop a state-wide behavioral threat management operational
process to guide local school systems and law enforcement agencies. These behavioral threat
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management teams will be trained on identifying specific behaviors which are known indicators of a
youth at risk and possibly in need of supportive interventions or services.

BTAM teams will be formed at the discretion of the local school superintendent and local sheriff's
office. This team will be made up of persons with expertise in counseling/mental health instruction,
school administration, and law enforcement. Upon determination that a student poses a threat of
violence or physical harm to himself or herself or others, the BTAM team will immediately notify the
superintendent, local law enforcement, and the Office of School Safety. The BTAM team can request
further information from the Office of Student Safety to use the S3 Database to complete its own
report based on all available state resources on the individual of concern.

Behavioral Threat Assessment Indicator

By July 1, 2026, the office will coordinate with the DBHDD to develop a state-wide behavioral threat
assessment indicator to evaluate the behavior of students who may pose a threat to the school, school
personnel, or students. All members of local law enforcement and local school systems must be
trained on the use of the indicator and each local school system and school will use the indicator upon
its availability.

S3 Database

GEMAV/HS will procure a state-wide behavioral threat assessment management system, known as the
"School and Student Safety Database™ or "S3 Database", to collect and integrate data to evaluate the
behavior of students who may pose a threat to schools, school personnel, or students. The database
will, at minimum, receive and share data from the following sources: the Department of
Administrative Services, the Office of the Child Advocate for the Protection of Children, the
Department of Education, the Department of Human Services, the Division of Family and Children
Services, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, the Georgia
Technology Authority, the 'See Something, Send Something' tip line, and local law enforcement
agencies and their threat reporting systems. The database must comply with the standards of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation's Criminal Justice Information Services Security Policy.

A parent may request a copy of their student's S3 record, unless denied such access by a court.
School Safety Director

Each local school system will designate a school safety director for such local school systems who
will annually review local policies and procedures for compliance with state law and rules. The
director will also provide necessary training and resources to students, and local school system staff
relating to mental health awareness and assistance, active shooter training, and school safety and
security. The director will serve as a liaison between local, national, state, and community agencies in
matters of school safety and security.

By October 1 of each year, each director will conduct a school security risk assessment in
collaboration with appropriate public safety agencies for each public school and private school by
request. The director must also hold public meetings with parents to inform them of school safety
policies and hear their input.

Reunification Plan

All local boards of education must have a reunification plan in the event the school is closed or
unexpectedly evacuated due to a natural or manmade disaster. This reunification plan must be
reviewed and updated annually.

School Buildings

By August 1, 2026, each local school system will comply with certain access point and locking

requirements. The safest area within a classroom or instruction area to shelter in place should be
marked and students must be notified of these areas within the first 10 days of the school year.
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Compliance

By August 1, 2025, the office will develop and adopt a school safety compliance inspection report to
document compliance or noncompliance with school safety requirements mandated by law, rule, or
regulation. The report will indicate adherence to established school safety best practices to evaluate
the safety, security, and emergency response of the school. Unannounced compliance inspections will
be conducted and corrective action procedures are dictated.

Open Records
Section 24

Information held in the S3 Database or by the threat management team for the purpose of assessing
and intervening with an individual of concern is not subject to open records.

Authored By: Rep. Holt Persinger (119th)
House Education Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Health Committee

HB 382

HB 629

HB 662

HB 677

Controlled substances; Schedule I; psilocybin; revise a provision

Bill Summary: HB 382 excludes federal Food and Drug Administration-approved drugs containing
crystalline polymorph psilocybin from the Schedule I controlled substance designation.

Authored By: Rep. Ron Stephens (164th)
House Health Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Education; remove requirement of having a licensed physician in automated external
defibrillator programs

Bill Summary: HB 629 removes the requirement of involvement from a licensed physician or other
person authorized by the Georgia Composite Medical Board in automated external defibrillator
programs.

Authored By: Rep. Lee Hawkins (27th)
House Health Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Health; rural hospital organization; revise definition

Bill Summary: HB 662 amends the definition of "rural freestanding organization” to include those
with a rural freestanding emergency department.

Authored By: Rep. Angie O'Steen (169th)
House Health Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Health; certain placement procedures for children upon discharge from a hospital or
psychiatric residential treatment facility; provide

Bill Summary: HB 677 establishes discharge procedures for a child who has received psychiatric
care at a hospital or psychiatric residential treatment facility in the event the child's legal guardian
fails to resume custody of such child.

Authored By: Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th)
House Health Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Page 16 of 31



House of Representatives Daily Report for March 3, 2025 Committee Actions

Intragovernmental Coordination - Local Committee

HB 30

HB 534

HB 536

HB 539

HB 540

HB 572

HB 594

Catoosa County; school district ad valorem tax; provide homestead exemption

Bill Summary: HB 30 provides a homestead exemption from Catoosa County School District ad
valorem taxes in the amount of $100,000 for residents who are 67 years of age or older.

Authored By: Rep. Mitchell Horner (3rd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Fairburn, City of; levy an excise tax
Bill Summary: HB 534 authorizes the City of Fairburn to levy a hotel/motel tax.

Authored By: Rep. Derrick Jackson (68th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Public Facilities Authority of the City of Fairburn Act; enact
Bill Summary: HB 536 creates the Public Facilities Authority of the City of Fairburn.

Authored By: Rep. Derrick Jackson (68th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Gwinnett County; school district ad valorem tax; increase homestead exemption

Bill Summary: HB 539 revises a homestead exemption from Gwinnett County School District ad
valorem taxes for homesteads of residents who occupy that home by increasing the amount to
$10,000 of the assessed value.

Authored By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Gwinnett County; ad valorem tax for educational purposes; expand additional homestead
exemption to certain veterans and employees

Bill Summary: HB 540 to revise a homestead exemption from Gwinnett County School District ad
valorem taxes for certain public service employees by expanding the additional $2,000 exemption to
also apply to disabled veterans and all employees of the Gwinnett County and Buford City school
systems.

Authored By: Rep. Matt Reeves (99th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Braselton, Town of; annex certain properties
Bill Summary: HB 572 annexes certain property into the Town of Braselton.

Authored By: Rep. Holt Persinger (119th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Baker County; board of commissioners meet on the first Tuesday of each month; provide

Bill Summary: HB 594 provides for the Baker County Board of Commissioners to meet on the first
Tuesday of each month.
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HB 595

HB 596

HB 603

HB 608

HB 615

HB 619

HB 622

Authored By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Early County; homestead exemption from school district ad valorem tax; remove sunset date

Bill Summary: HB 595 removes the sunset date of a homestead exemption from Early County
School District ad valorem taxes for residents 70 years of age or older.

Authored By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Colquitt County; State Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
Bill Summary: HB 596 authorizes the Colquitt County State Court to collect a technology fee.

Authored By: Rep. Charles Cannon (172nd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Banks County; Probate Court; authorize assessment and collection of a technology fee
Bill Summary: HB 603 authorizes the Banks County Probate Court to collect a technology fee.

Authored By: Rep. Chris Erwin (32nd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Muscogee County; School District; revise how vacancies on board are filled
Bill Summary: HB 608 revises how vacancies are filled on the Muscogee County School Board.

Authored By: Rep. Tremaine Teddy Reese (140th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Chatham County Recreation Authority; abolish current authority memberships; provide new
board membership

Bill Summary: HB 615 abolishes the current membership of the Chatham County Recreation
Authority and provides for the appointment for new members. The Chatham County legislative
delegation will appoint seven members, and the Chatham County Board of Commissioners will
appoint two members.

Authored By: Rep. Jesse Petrea (166th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Donalsonville, City of; election schedule for mayor and councilmembers; revise

Bill Summary: HB 619 revises the election schedule for the mayor and city council of the City of
Donalsonville to provide for staggered terms of election.

Authored By: Rep. Gerald Greene (154th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Hoboken, City of; revise compensation of mayor and councilmembers

Bill Summary: HB 622 revises the compensation of the mayor and city council of the City of
Hoboken. The mayor will receive $475 per month, and council members will receive $175 per
month.
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Authored By: Rep. John Corbett (174th)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

HB 625 Fulton County; State Court; provide additional judge
Bill Summary: HB 625 provides an additional State Court judge for Fulton County.

Authored By: Rep. Deborah Silcox (53rd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

HB 640 Alpharetta, City of; election of city offices by majority vote; provide
Bill Summary: HB 640 provides for election by majority vote for any office of the City of

Alpharetta.

Authored By: Rep. Chuck Martin (49th)

House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

HB 648 College Park, City of; ad valorem tax for municipal purposes; homestead exemption; remove
income cap

Bill Summary: HB 648 removes the income cap from a homestead exemption from City of College
Park ad valorem taxes in the full amount of the assessed value of the homestead for residents who are
disabled or are 65 years of age or older.

Authored By: Rep. Kim Schofield (63rd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:
SB70 "Conyers Community Improvement Districts Act'; enact
Bill Summary: SB 70 provides for the creation of community improvement districts in the City of
Conyers.
Authored By: Sen. Tonya Anderson (43rd)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

SB 77  City of Cartersville; independent school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes;
provide a homestead exemption

Bill Summary: SB 77 provides a homestead exemption from City of Cartersville School District ad
valorem taxes in an amount by which the current year assessed value exceeds the adjusted base value
of the homestead with a sunset date of December 31, 2030.

Authored By: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd)

House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

SB 78  "City of Tybee Island Buildings and Public Facilities Authority Act™; enact
Bill Summary: SB 78 creates the City of Tybee Island Building and Public Facilities Authority.

Authored By: Sen. Ben Watson (1st)
House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:
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SB 83

Bartow County; school district ad valorem taxes for educational purposes; provide a homestead
exemption

Bill Summary: SB 83 provides a homestead exemption from Bartow County School District ad
valorem taxes in an amount by which the current year assessed value exceeds the adjusted base year
value of the homestead.

Authored By: Sen. Chuck Hufstetler (52nd)

House Intragovernmental Coordination - ~ Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Loca Action:

Judiciary Committee

HB 555

HB 618

HB 664

HB 671

Georgians First Residential Property Protection Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 555 prohibits business enterprises from owning an interest in more than 2,000
single-family residences in the state on and after January 1, 2029. Any claimant may bring a civil
action against a business enterprise to recover actual damages or $15,000 for each violation,
whichever is greater, in addition to costs. Actions must be brought within four years from the last
date a business enterprise acquired an interest in a residential property.

An interest in residential property held by a violating enterprise will be subject to public sale, with
the attorney general or relevant district attorney able to bring an action to direct a public sale. The
proceeds derived from the sale will be paid into the registry of the superior court that ordered the sale.

Authored By: Rep. Derrick McCollum (30th)
House Judiciary Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Property; require any seller of real property to make certain disclosures regarding flood
damage to such real property

Bill Summary: HB 618 requires a seller of real property to disclose any actual knowledge of
physical flood damage, flood-related insurance claims, flood-related repairs made to the property,
repetitive loss designations, flood insurance maintenance requirements, any part of property located
within a floodplain, and any erosion control structures affecting the property. Disclosures will be
made in writing with relevant dates, and any violations will be subject to civil remedies.

Authored By: Rep. Joe Campbell (171st)
House Judiciary Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Property owners' associations; development and affirmative election; provisions

Bill Summary: HB 664 allows the recordation of home owners associations covenants that require
80 percent of votes to approve submission and amendments. Covenant provisions that require a
majority greater than 80 percent are valid if the association votes within one year of recordation to
rﬂainaailr(\]I the provisions. If no vote occurs, the provision in question is reduced to an 80 percent
threshold.

Authored By: Rep. Deborah Silcox (53rd)
House Judiciary Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Torts; right of action against any person who knowingly or negligently engages in sexually
explicit conduct in the presence of a minor; provide

Bill Summary: HB 840 creates a private right of action if a person knowingly or negligently engages
in sexually explicit conduct in the presence of a minor, with that person liable for the injury or
damages caused by or resulting from such engagement. In addition, a person who knowingly or
negligently allows, permits, encourages, or requires a minor to be present while another engages in
restricted sexual conduct in the presence of a minor will be liable for the injury or damages caused by
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HB 676

that permissive action.

The Department of Public Health may fine or suspend or revoke the license of any hotel or food
service establishment if the establishment admits a minor to be present while another engages in
sexually explicit conduct or restricted sexual conduct. The department may issue a $50,000 fine for a
first violation and a $100,000 fine for a subsequent violation. An establishment's alcohol license may
be suspended or revoked. It is not a defense that the minor was brought to an establishment by their
parent or guardian.

Authored By: Rep. Carmen Rice (139th)
House Judiciary Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Property; fine for any frivolous mechanic lien filed; provide

Bill Summary: HB 676 subjects any frivolous mechanics lien, which is one made without
substantial justification, not made in good faith, or made with malice, to a fine of $1,500 per lien filed
in addition to any attorney's fees or court costs.

Authored By: Rep. Rob Clifton (131st)
House Judiciary Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Judiciary Non-Civil Committee

HB 161

HB 237

Georgia Bureau of Investigation; authority to issue subpoenas of electronic communication
records for purposes of investigating certain cyber enabled threats to life and property; provide

Bill Summary: HB 161 revises the statute that allows the Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) to
subpoena computers or electronic devices to include investigations of Title 16, Chapter 9, Article 8
(Identity Fraud) and O.C.G.A. 16-9-93 (Computer Crimes), 16-10-28 (Transmitting a False Public
Alarm), 16-11-37 (Terroristic Threats and Acts), 16-11-39.1 (Harassing Communications), and 16-
11-221 (Domestic Terrorism - Penalties).

The bill allows a court to find someone in contempt if they fail to obey these subpoenas, and restricts
the subpoena from becoming public during the investigation or prosecution beyond the extent
necessary for the issuance and compliance of the subpoena. This also removes the specific references
to Code sections when the GBI can provide information in furtherance of a federal, local, or state
criminal investigation so that it applies to all criminal investigations.

Authored By: Rep. Clint Crowe (118th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Evidence; admissibility of creative or artistic expression evidence at trial; provide

Bill Summary: HB 237 prohibits evidence of creative or artistic expression, whether original or
derivative, from being entered into evidence against a defendant unless the evidence is determined by
the court to be relevant and admissible after an offer of proof by the proponent of the evidence.

To overcome this presumption of inadmissibility, the proponent of the evidence must prove by a
preponderance of the evidence that the defendant intended to adopt the literal meaning of the work as
the defendant's own thought or statement; there is a strong factual nexus indicating that the creative
or artistic expression refers to specific facts of the alleged crime; and there exists relevance to an
issue of fact that is disputed.

If the court admits the evidence, it must apply careful redactions, provide proper instructions, and
consider the least prejudicial means of presenting the creative or artistic expression. Evidence
admitted under this Code section is still subject to the other rules of the Evidence Code.
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HB 390

HB 430

HB 447

Authored By: Rep. Kasey Carpenter (4th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

HALO Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 390 is the 'Halo Act'. The bill adds felony violations of obstructing or hindering
law enforcement officers (per O.C.G.A. 16-10-24); obstructing or hindering firefighters (per
0.C.G.A. 16-10-24.1); and obstructing or hindering emergency medical technicians or emergency
medical professionals (per O.C.G.A. 16-10-24.2), to the list of crimes within the definition of "bail
restricted offense”. If charged with these crimes, then a judge will not issue that person an unsecured
judicial release.

Authored By: Rep. Tim Fleming (114th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Sexual Offender Risk Review Board; venue for certain petitions regarding state sexual offender
registry; provide

Bill Summary: HB 430 clarifies that a non-resident who is on their state's sex offender registry, at
the time of changing residences, is required to register on Georgia's sex offender registry when
moving into this state. Petitions for release from sex offender registration requirements must be
served on the sheriff, and the chief superior court judge, of the county of intended residence. Further,
the local court is required to hold a hearing on these petitions if requested by the sheriff, or chief
superior judge, of the county of intended residence.

The court is also required to send a copy of any order releasing a person from sex offender
registration requirements to the sheriff of the county of intended residence.

Authored By: Rep. Steven Sainz (180th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Crimes and offenses; crimes of gift card theft, gift card forgery, and gift card fraud; provide

Bill Summary: HB 447 creates three new sets of criminal penalties for gift card theft, forgery, and
fraud.

Gift card theft is committed when either A) a person has intent to defraud and acquires or retains
possession of a gift card or gift card redemption information without consent of the cardholder, card
Issuer, or gift card seller, or B) a person has intent to defraud and uses, for the purposes of obtaining
money, goods, services, or anything else of value, a gift card or gift card information that has been
obtained in violation of subsections (b), (c), or (d) of the Code section.

Gift card forgery is committed when a person has intent to defraud, and alters or tampers with a gift
card or its packaging.

Gift card fraud is committed when a person has intent to defraud and devises a scheme to obtain a gift
card or gift card information from a cardholder, card issuer, or gift card seller by means of false or
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises.

A person convicted of any violation of these new crimes will be imprisoned for between one and 10
years and a maximum fine of $5,000.

Authored By: Rep. Joseph Gullett (19th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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HB 483

HB 533

Crimes and offenses; protections for inspectors of code enforcement; provide

Bill Summary: HB 483 adds a definition for "inspector of code enforcement”, which includes those
employed by or under contract with cities and counties who inspect buildings and businesses to
ensure they are in compliance with the law. The bill also adds inspectors to the list of the enhanced
penalties for simple assault, aggravated assault, simple battery, battery, and aggravated battery.

Authored By: Rep. Brian Prince (132nd)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Wrongful Conviction Compensation Act; enact

Bill Summary: HB 533 is the "Wrongful Conviction Compensation Act'. This provides the Office of
State Administrative Hearings (OSAH) to consider claims of wrongful conviction and for making
recommendations as to whether the claimant qualifies for compensation and, if so, how much
compensation. These claims must be filed directly with OSAH, must be filed within three years after
the date of the acknowledgement, or within three years after July 1, 2025 (whichever occurs later).

In certain situations, the statute of limitations is different. If during the two years before this would
normally expire (which provides for three years after the date of acknowledgement or within three
years of July 1, 2025), the claimant obtains new evidence that they could not have previously
obtained with reasonable diligence, then they can file a claim within two years from the date of
obtaining that new evidence. If after that period has passed and the claimant obtains new evidence,
they can file a claim within two years of finding that evidence. These claims can be brought by heirs.

To receive compensation, a claimant must establish by a preponderance of the evidence that: 1) they
were convicted of a felony in the state and served all or part of that sentence; 2) the claimant did not
commit the crime and did not commit any lesser-included offense; and 3) one of the following apply:
A) the conviction was reversed or vacated and the charges were dismissed after the conviction was
reversed or vacated, B) the claimant's conviction was reversed or vacated and the claimant entered an
Alford plea or nolo plea, when the claimant would otherwise be entitled to a new trial, C) the
conviction was reversed or vacated and was acquitted upon retrial, or D) the claimant received a
pardon based on innocence for the conviction.

Upon determining that a claimant deserves a monetary award, the administrative law judge shall
make the recommendation to the Chief Justice, unless he or she determines that the claimant was an
accomplice to the crime or the claimant intentionally and voluntarily caused the conviction by
entering a guilty plea, by committing perjury, or by fabricating evidence at trial. The OSAH judge
must provide the attorney general, within 15 days of being designated, the notice of the claim and an
opportunity to respond within 60 days and commence a hearing and make a determination within 180
days. All proceedings must be in accordance with Title 50, Chapter 13, Article 2 (Office of State
Administrative Hearings). The rules of evidence in 50-13-15 apply (Rules of Evidence in Contested
Cases / Administrative Hearings). The claimant can obtain judicial review of the administrative
judge's decision, per 50-13-19 (Judicial Review of Contested Cases).

The recommended payments should use $75,000 for each year incarcerated; an additional $25,000 for
each year while awaiting a sentence of death based on the conviction, reasonable attorney's fees,
reimbursement of restitution or fines paid, and reimbursement for any reasonable reintegrative
services and healthcare costs. These amounts are indexed to the Consumer Price Index. In calculating
time of incarceration, the judge must use the calculation in 17-10-11 (Granting of Credit Generally /
Parole Eligibility).

The chief justice is required to include the recommended amount in the amended budget or the big
budget. They must also issue a "transitional assistance advance" to the claimant of $6,000 within 60
days. If the recommendation is issued after September 1, the advance is $18,000. Only attorney's fees
are subject to state income tax.

The state also explicitly waives sovereign immunity. Generally, these payments are not offset, except
in the case of a civil jJudgment or settlement from or against the state. This bill exempts these claims
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HB 535

HB 626

HB 627

from Title 28, Chapter 5, Article 4, Part 2 (Claims Advisory Board / Claims Against State or
Departments or Agencies).

Authored By: Rep. Katie Dempsey (13th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Penal institutions; credit for time served regarding probation revocation sentencing; provide

Bill Summary: HB 535 addresses the Georgia Court of Appeals' case in Kellum v. State (2023).
Regarding time served calculations for a person who has been incarcerated, that person will be given
full credit for each day served in confinement, since the date of the commission of the violation, per
0O.C.G.A. 17-10-11 (Granting of Credit Generally/Use in Determining Parole Eligibility), excluding
time tolled per O.C.G.A. 42-8-36 (Duty of Probationer to Inform Officer of Residence/Tolling
/Unpaid Moneys).

Authored By: Rep. Tyler Smith (18th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Criminal procedure; extend retention period of evidence of sexual assault when victim elects not
to immediately report assault

Bill Summary: HB 626 extends the amount of time that law enforcement agencies must keep
evidence of alleged sexual assaults from one year to 30 years.

Authored By: Rep. Karen Lupton (83rd)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Courts; juvenile proceedings; use of a deadly weapon; revise a provision

Bill Summary: HB 627 clarifies that aggravated assault with a firearm is included within the
definition of "Class A designated felony act™ in the Juvenile Code.

Authored By: Rep. Holt Persinger (119th)
House Judiciary Non-Civil Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee

HB 138

HB 288

Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council; establish basic and in-service training
courses on de-escalation techniques and methods

Bill Summary: House Bill 138 adds de-escalation techniques and methods that include scenario-
based training to the basic and in-service training course curriculum administered by the Georgia
Peace Officer Standards and Training Council.

Authored By: Rep. Yasmin Neal (79th)
House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Appeal and error; declaratory judgments in instances involving accusations made by a
prosecuting attorney regarding credibility of a peace officer; provide

Bill Summary: HB 288 requires that a prosecuting attorney, when placing an officer on a Giglio list,
to notify both the officer and the Peace Officers Standards and Training Council for review. The bill
allows for request for reconsideration of that action. The Prosecuting Attorneys' Council will develop
the policies and procedures for notification.

Authored By: Rep. Houston Gaines (120th)
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HB 433

HB 646

HB 691

House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Human Services, Department of; authorized to access restricted and sealed information to
conduct employee oversight in certain circumstances; provide

Bill Summary: HB 433 authorizes the Department of Human Services to have access to restricted

and sealed information at the Georgia Crime Information Center to verify eligibility for prospective
or existing foster parents or adults in the home of such foster parents, as well as to verify eligibility
for prospective and existing employees and contractors.

Authored By: Rep. Mandi Ballinger (23rd)
House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Coroners; provide minimum salaries

Bill Summary: HB 646 revises minimum salaries and compensation provisions for coroners, setting
the minimum pay at $17,700 and increasing based on population ranges.

Authored By: Rep. Patty Stinson (150th)
House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency; create Georgia Resilience
Office

Bill Summary: HB 691 creates the Georgia Resilience Office under the Georgia Emergency
Management and Homeland Security Agency. The office will plan for a coordinate state-wide
resilience and disaster recovery efforts.

Authored By: Rep. Clint Crowe (118th)
House Public Safety & Homeland Security Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Regulated Industries Committee

HB 185

HB 342

Professions and businesses; repeal and reenact Chapter 11A, the Dietetics Practice Act

Bill Summary: HB 185 replaces the 'Dietetics Practice Act' with the 'Dietetics and Nutrition Act'.
The Georgia Board of Examiners of Licensed Dietitians is renamed the Georgia Board of Examiners
of Licensed Dietitian Nutritionists and Licensed Nutritionists. The board will consist of nine
members appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate.

Authored By: Rep. Ginny Ehrhart (36th)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Crimes and offenses; access to medical cannabis; repeal certain advertising restrictions on
licensees

Bill Summary: HB 342 allows medical cannabis manufacturers to advertise or market their products
to registered patients and the public in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Georgia
Access to Medical Cannabis Commission. The commission is required to create rules to ensure that
the marketing or advertising does not include medical claims that are unsupported by reliable
scientific evidence and is not otherwise harmful to the public.

Authored By: Rep. Mitchell Horner (3rd)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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HB 504 Commerce and trade; procedures, conditions, and limitations relative to vehicle value

HB 512

HB 630

HB 632

protection agreements; provide

Bill Summary: HB 504 allows motor vehicle dealerships to advertise vehicle value protection
agreements to customers and for companies to provide these agreements. These agreements can be
canceled during a free look period that lasts at least 30 days and allow providers and customers to
contract for an agreement in which the customer receives a payment towards a new vehicle if they
have an adverse event occur with their existing vehicle.

The bill requires certain disclosures and terms that must be included within the contract, and
providers are required to maintain certain liquidity reserves and provide evidence of that to the
commissioner of insurance. The attorney general is authorized to bring actions against providers or
administrators that are not complying with these laws, as violations will be subject to the 'Fair
Business Practices Act of 1975'.

Authored By: Rep. Martin Momtahan (17th)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Property owners' associations; revise provisions

Bill Summary: HB 512 revises requirements for home owners' associations (HOAS). The bill
requires HOASs to provide lot owners with certificates of good standing within 45 days of each fiscal
year, and to provide statements of account to lot owners within 10 business days after receiving a
request. Each HOA must provide certain contact information on its public website for requests, and
the statement of account must provide certain, detailed financial information, including itemized lists
of assessments.

Further, the HOA must adopt a written policy that provides a fair, reasonable, and quick system for
alternative dispute resolution for resolving disputes regarding any money requested by the HOA.
These policies must allow the procedures to be invoked by a lot owner, make the procedures free, and
provide for deadlines.

Authored By: Rep. Regina Lewis-Ward (115th)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

State Board of Registration; remove used car division and the used parts division; provisions

Bill Summary: HB 630 revises requirements for the State Board of Used Motor Vehicle Dealers and
Used Motor Vehicle Parts Dealers to be composed of 10 members. The bill revises requirements for
applicants and existing applicants. In addition, both divisions within the board are merged to provide
for more flexibility.

Part 11 of the bill revises who can certify licensees for applied behavior analysis to include the
Qualified Applied Behavior Analysis Credentialing Board, or its successor.

Authored By: Rep. Marcus Wiedower (121st)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Professions and businesses; clarify certain veterans' eligibility for exemption with regard to
payment of occupation taxes, administrative fees, and regulatory fees

Bill Summary: HB 632 clarifies provisions related to the exemption for disabled veterans relating to
payment of occupation taxes, administrative fees, or regulatory fees.

Section 1 revises the definition of war or armed conflict to be those as defined in federal regulations
as of January 1, 2025.

Section 2 broadens the eligibility of those who are blind and revises the definition of war period or
armed conflict to use the definition within federal regulations as of January 1, 2025. Further, a
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veteran of peace-time service must furnish proof that he or she has a physical disability to the extent
to 30 percent or more incurred in the line of duty.

Section 3 clarifies that the commissioner of veterans service will provide the form for tax exemption,
which must be filed with their local county tax office for submission to the secretary of state's office.

Authored By: Rep. Josh Bonner (73rd)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 635 State Licensing Board for Residential and Commercial General Contractors; revise provisions

Bill Summary: HB 635 revises board requirements and licensing requirements related to the State
Licensing Board for Residential and Commercial General Contractors. This removes the limitation on
the amount of terms that board members can serve, and allows certain members of the board to have
prior experience as a public building official rather than be currently in that position. A residential
light commercial contractor or commercial general contractor must have at least four years of
aggregate, academic credits from college-level courses in specific fields.

The board also has the ability to revoke licenses if a licensee knowingly enters into a contractual
agreement to lawfully engage in or provide the use of their license to engage in contracting or
perform the functions of a contractor.

Authored By: Rep. Marcus Wiedower (121st)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HR 392 Joint Study Committee on the State Board of Registration of Used Motor Vehicle Dealers and
Used Motor Vehicle Parts Dealers; create

Bill Summary: HR 392 creates a House study committee to investigate an increase in the number of
illegal temporary operating permits for motor vehicles issued in the state. The committee will include
members of the legislature, as well as representatives from certain agencies and law enforcement.
Expenses are authorized for five meetings.

Authored By: Rep. John Corbett (174th)
House Regulated Industries Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Special Rules Committee

HB 146 State holidays; month of April as Black Women's History Month; designate
Bill Summary: HB 146 designates the month of April as Black Women's History Month.

Authored By: Rep. Rhonda Taylor (92nd)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

HB 259 State holidays; second Monday of each August as Local Elected Officials Day in Georgia;
designate

Bill Summary: HB 259 designates the second Monday of the month of August of each year as Local
Elected Officials Day.

Authored By: Rep. Dexter Sharper (177th)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:
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HB 466

HB 493

HB 620

HB 718

HR 40

State symbols; marsh tacky horse as official Georgia heritage horse breed; designate

Bill Summary: HB 466 designates the Marsh Tacky horse as the official heritage horse breed of
Georgia.

Authored By: Rep. Mike Cameron (1st)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

State symbols; pineywoods cattle as official Georgia heritage cattle breed; designate
Bill Summary: HB 493 designates Pineywoods cattle as the official heritage cattle breed of Georgia.

Authored By: Rep. Justin ‘Jutt’' Howard (71st)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

State holidays; Blood Plasma Donation Awareness Day; designate

Bill Summary: HB 620 designates February 17 of each year as Blood Plasma Donation Awareness
Day in Georgia.

Authored By: Rep. Noelle Kahaian (81st)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Women's Golf Week; first week of April each year; provide

Bill Summary: HB 718 designates the first week of April of each year as Women's Golf Week in
Georgia.

Authored By: Rep. Sheila Jones (60th)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

House Study Committee on Reinsurance for Essential Industries; create
Bill Summary: HR 40 creates the House Study Committee on Reinsurance for Essential Industries.

Authored By: Rep. Demetrius Douglas (78th)
House Special Rules Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

State Planning & Community Affairs Committee

HB 689

Housing; establish a homelessness prevention program

Bill Summary: HB 689 establishes a state homeless prevention program (HPP) to be overseen by
the State Housing Trust Fund for the Homeless Commission. The bill adds the program to the list of
qualified sponsors under the housing trust fund.

An applicant seeking to operate a HPP must have the ability to provide short-term rental assistance to
people of low income, legal services in eviction proceedings, mediation services through an eviction
diversion program, and other standards provided by the commission. Any additional standards must
be provided on or before January 1, 2026.

Authored By: Rep. Kasey Carpenter (4th)
House State Planning & Community Affairs Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Page 28 of 31



House of Representatives Daily Report for March 3, 2025 Committee Actions

Ways & Means Committee

HB 7

HB 168

HB 328

HB 341

Income tax; workforce-ready graduates employed in high-tech full-time jobs in rural counties;
provide tax credit

Bill Summary: HB 7 creates a income tax credit of $4,000, up to $12,000 total, for workforce-ready
graduates that are employed in a high-tech, full-time job.

The job must be located in a "rural county”, defined as a county with less than 50,000 residents of
which at least 10 percent are living in poverty. The job must also be in one of the following fields:
data scientist; software developer; information security analyst; web developer; computer sales
engineer; information technology manager; computer research scientist; network and systems
administrator; or a computer support specialist.

Authored By: Rep. Dar'shun Kendrick (95th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Sales and use tax; SPLOST; require enactment of a local Act for reimposition of such tax

Bill Summary: HB 168 amends O.C.G.A. 48-8-112, relating to the continuation of tax and the
County Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST), to require a local act of the General
Assembly for the reimposition of a SPLOST.

Authored By: Rep. Mitchell Horner (3rd)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass
Committee: Action:

Revenue and taxation; increase annual aggregate limit for tax credits available for certain
contributions to student scholarship organizations

Bill Summary: HB 328 amends O.C.G.A. 48-7-29.16, relating to tax credits for student scholarship
organizations, to increase the aggregate amount of tax credits allowed from $120 million to $140
million. A carry-forward provision allowing for any unused credit to be carried forward for three
years is eliminated.

Any amount that has been preapproved but not contributed may be applied for and disbursed by the
Department of Revenue at 95 percent of the amount otherwise allowed by this Code section.

Authored By: Rep. Kasey Carpenter (4th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Income tax; certain employers that offer individual coverage health reimbursement
arrangements to employees; create tax credit

Bill Summary: HB 341 creates O.C.G.A. 48-7-40.10, which allows for a tax credit for small
employers, defined as having 10 or less employees, that contribute to an individual coverage health
reimbursement arrangement for employees. The maximum tax credit allowable is $600 per covered
employee during the first three years of the program's existence, $400 per covered employee in the
fourth year of the program, and $200 per covered employee in the fifth year of the program. The
aggregate amount of tax credits allowed is limited to $5 million per year.

The employer must contribute at least $100 per month toward an employee's coverage. Any amount
of a tax credit that is unused may not be carried forward to be used against future tax liabilities.

Authored By: Rep. Mark Newton (127th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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HB 376

HB 429

HB 526

HB 532

Income tax; rehabilitation of certified structures; increase amount of tax credits

Bill Summary: HB 376 amends O.C.G.A. 48-7-29.8, relating to tax credits provided for the
rehabilitation of historic structures, to increase the maximum credit for individual certified structures
other than historic homes from $5 million to $7.5 million. The maximum amount of credits that can
be issued for individual certified structures other than historic homes is increased from $30 million to
$50 million. Additionally, a tax credit for a certified structure other than a historic home is lowered
from 25 percent of qualified rehabilitation expenditures to 20 percent.

Authored By: Rep. Scott Hilton (48th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Ad valorem tax; exempt vehicles owned by a natural person for which a title was issued before
March 1, 2013

Bill Summary: HB 429 creates O.C.G.A. 48-5-472.1 to exempt motor vehicles owned before March
1, 2013 from an annual ad valorem tax.

The bill will become effective on January 1, 2027.

Authored By: Rep. David Wilkerson (38th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Ad valorem tax; extension of preferential assessment period for certain historic properties;
provide

Bill Summary: HB 526 amends both O.C.G.A. 48-5-7.2 and 48-5-7.3, relating to preferential
assessment for rehabilitated historic property and landmark historic property, to allow for a
classification and assessment that is approved by a county to continue for up to an additional 12 years
for income-producing property.

Authored By: Rep. Mark Newton (127th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute

Conservation and natural resources; grants and special revenue disbursements; revise
provisions

Bill Summary: HB 532 amends O.C.G.A. 12-6A-12 and 48-14-4, relating to annual grants for state-
owned property and annual grants for counties with 20,000 or more acres of unimproved land owned
by the Department of Natural Resources, by eliminating language that prohibited counties from
receiving grant funding from both programs in any given year.

Authored By: Rep. Buddy DeLoach (167th)
House Ways & Means Committee 03-03-2025 Do Pass by Committee
Committee: Action: Substitute
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https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7SAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8988933?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Rules/HOUSE%20RULES%20COMMITTEE%20MEETING%203-4-25.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7oAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8988696?autoplay=1
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7QAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8988912?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Transportation/030425%20Transportaion%20Meeting%20Notice%20(2).pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7jAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8972626?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Motor%20Vehicles/(03.04.25)%20Higher%20Education%20Meeting%20Notice.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7ZAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7ZAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/11035926?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Ways%20and%20Means/(3.4.25)%20Tax%20Reform%20Subcommittee%20Meeting%20Notice.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7pAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8972626?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Public%20Safety/Public%20and%20Community%20Health%20Committee%20Meeting%20Notice%20(March%204,%202025).pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7eAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8988927?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Juvenile%20Justice/(3.4.25)%20Judiciary%20Juvenile%20Meeting%20Notice.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7mAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7mAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/11035926?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Energy/EUT%20Meeting%20Notice%203-4-2025.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7lAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7lAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/11035477?autoplay=1
http://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/Agendas/Judiciary%20Non-Civil/(3.4.25)%20Judiciary%20Non-Civil%20Hong%20sub%20committee%20meeting.pdf
https://www.legis.ga.gov/schedule/house/AQIARgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4HAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAJVi9mcGGA2b4qFNnaWZAgEUQssAAAA11O7FAAAALgAAA6nWrITxUepClGGA2bgmimX9GGA2by4BAGeQLC1kSDdIixjC7EHFmfIAAAJaYAAAAA%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8988912?autoplay=1

