
20 AM 44 0139

- 1 -

ADOPTED

Senators Harper of the 7th and Heath of the 31st offered the following amendment:

Amend the substitute to HB 998 (LC 44 1515S) by replacing lines 4 through 6 with the1

following:2

Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 52 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to3

registration, operation, and sale of watercraft generally, so as to correct erroneous4

terminology regarding operation of watercraft while intoxicated; to revise the implied5

consent warning; to amend Article 3 of Chapter 3 of6

By inserting "to provide for definitions;"  after "Assembly;" on line 11.7

By replacing line 26 with the following:8

of alcohol or drugs, by revising paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (f) and paragraph9

(2) of subsection (g) and by adding a new subsection to read as follows:10

"(a.1)  As used in this Code section, the term ‘alcohol concentration’ means grams of11

alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath."12

"(1)  If there was at that time a blood an alcohol concentration of 0.05 grams or less, it13

shall be presumed that the person was not under the influence of alcohol, as prohibited14

by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (b) of this Code section;15

(2)  If there was at that time a blood an alcohol concentration in excess of 0.05 grams but16

less than 0.08 grams, such fact shall not give rise to any presumption that the person was17

or was not under the influence of alcohol, as prohibited by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of18

subsection (b) of this Code section, but such fact may be considered with other competent19

evidence in determining whether the person was under the influence of alcohol, as20

prohibited by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (b) of this Code section; and21

(3)  If there was at that time or within three hours after hunting, from alcohol consumed22

before such hunting ended, a blood an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more grams, the23

person shall be in violation of paragraph (4) of subsection (b) of this Code section."24

By inserting after line 45 the following:25

Article 1 of Chapter 7 of Title 52 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to26

registration, operation, and sale of watercraft generally, is amended in Code Section 52-7-3,27

relating to definitions, by revising paragraph (1) and adding a new subparagraph to read as28

follows:29
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"(1)  The term 'alcohol concentration' means grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood30

or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.31

(1.1)  'Blind point' means that portion of any of the waters of this state in which there is32

a natural or man-made obstruction which prevents the operator of a vessel from seeing33

vessels approaching from the opposite side of the obstruction, thus creating a safety34

hazard which could result in a boating accident."35

SECTION 1-4.36

Said article is further amended in Code Section 52-7-12 of the Official Code of Georgia37

Annotated, relating to operation of watercraft while under influence of alcohol, toxic vapors,38

or drugs, legal drug use not exempted, blood and other chemical tests, test refusal, owner's39

liability for allowing another to operate while intoxicated, civil and criminal actions, and40

child endangerment, by revising subsection (h) as follows:41

"(h)  In the event of a boating accident involving a fatality, the investigating coroner or42

medical examiner having jurisdiction shall direct that a chemical blood test to determine43

blood alcohol concentration (BAC) or the presence of drugs be performed on the dead44

person or persons and that the results of such test be properly recorded in his or her report."45

SECTION 1-5.46


