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COMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE SUBSTITUTE TO SB 214

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend various titles of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated so as to change and
provide for regulations governing certain professions; to prohibit professional licensing
boards from refusing to issue a license or suspending or revoking the license of a person who
is a borrower in default under an educational loan issued through the Georgia Higher
Education Assistance Corporation or through a federal agency; to provide for and modify the
regulation of certain professions; to provide for the regulation and permittance of body artists
and body art studios; to provide for definitions; to provide for the issuance, denial,
suspension, and revocation of permits; to authorize administrative review and the
promulgation of rules and regulations by the Department of Public Health; to provide for
enforcement, inspection, and criminal penalties; to provide for the display of signs; to
remove certain requirements for certificates of registration for cosmetologists, hair designers,
estheticians, nail technicians, master barbers, and barbers 11; to specify the time period during
which apprentices must take certain portions of the examination required for obtaining a
certificate of registration; to change the powers and duties of the Division of Electrical
Contractors as to the approval of continuing education courses; to prohibit certain
advertisements related to electrical contracting; to provide for related matters; to repeal

conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

PART I
SECTION 1-1.

Code Section 2-7-102 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to grounds for
denial, suspension, revocation, or modification of license, permit, or certification for the use

and handling of pesticides, is amended by revising subsection (d) as follows:
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"(d) The Commissioner shall not suspend any pesticide contractor's license or certified

commercial pesticide applicator's license or refuse to grant or renew either license tporn

{)—Fhe because an applicant for or holder of either such license is a borrower in default

who is not in satisfactory repayment status under the Georgia Higher Education Loan

Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or who

has been certified by any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or

breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan
repayment, or service conditional scholarship program as—defined—n—Code—Section

SECTION 1-2.
Chapter 1 of Title 7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to financial

institutions, is amended in Code Section 7-1-693, relating to applicant or licensee to engage
in the sale of payment instruments or money transmissions as borrower in default, by
revising subsection (a) as follows:
"(a) Where an applicant or licensee has been found to be a borrower in default;as-defined
t—Cotde—Seetton—26-3-295 under the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program as

determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or has been certified

by any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of a

repayment or service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or

service conditional scholarship program, such action shall not be stufftetent grounds for

refusal of a license or suspension of a license. ta-stch-actions,the-hearing-and-appeat
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SECTION 1-3.

Said chapter is further amended in Code Section 7-1-708.1, relating to denial or suspension

of license to cash payment instruments for student borrowers in default, by revising
subsection (a) as follows:
“(a) Where an applicant or licensee has been found to be a borrower in default;as-defined
t—Cotde—Seetion—20-3-295 under the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program as

determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or has been certified
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by any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of a

repayment or service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or

service conditional scholarship program, such action shall not be stuffietent grounds for

SECTION 1-4.

Said chapter is further amended in Code Section 7-1-1017, relating to suspension or

revocation of licenses, registrations, or mortgage broker education approval for mortgage
lenders and mortgage brokers, notice, judicial review, and effect on preexisting contract, by
revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) as follows:

"(3) Where an applicant or licensee has been found to be a borrower in default as

providedr-Cote-Seetion20-3-295 under the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program

as determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or has been

certified by any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of

arepayment or service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or

service conditional scholarship program, such action shall not be suffietent grounds for

refusal of a license or suspension of a license. tr-such-acttons,the-hearing-and-appeat

SECTION 1-5.
Code Section 12-6-49.2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the suspension
of a registered forester license, borrowers in default, and hearing and appeal procedures, is
amended by revising as follows:
"12-6-49.2.
(a) As used in this Code section, the term:
(1) 'Agency' means the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation created in
Code Section 20-3-263 which is responsible for administering a program of guaranteed
educational loans to eligible students and eligible parents known as the Georgia Higher
Education Loan Program.
(2) 'Borrower' means an individual who borrowed a guaranteed educational loan under

the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program.
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93 (3) 'Default’ means default as defined by federal law under the Higher Education Act of
94 1965.

95 (4) 'Satisfactory repayment status' means the borrower has agreed to repay the defaulted
96 loan to the agency and has made a payment in the most recent prior 60 days.

97 (b) The board shall not suspend—as—pfovrded—fefm—eede—Seeﬂeﬁ—zeﬂ—Z%— the license of

98 any registered forester upen-rece

99 because he or she is a borrower in default who is not in satisfactory repayment status as
100 determined by the agency or who has been certified by any entity of the federal government
101 for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal
102 educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program.

103 (c) The board shall not deny the application for renewal—as—pfevrded—feﬁrreede%eeﬂeﬁ
104 20-3-295; of any applicant or licensee tpen+ece

105 steh—teensee because he or she is a borrower in default who is not in satisfactory
106 repayment status as determined by the agency or who has been certified by any entity of
107 the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service
108 obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional
109 scholarship program.

110

111

112

113

114 SECTION 1-6.

115 Part 2 of Article 7 of Chapter 3 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
116 relating to the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation, is amended by revising
117 Code Section 20-3-295, relating to the corporation to maintain certified list of borrowers in
118 default, administrative hearings, and appeals, as follows:

119 "20-3-295.

120 (a) As used in this Code section, the term:

121 (1) 'Agency' means the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation created in
122 Code Section 20-3-263 which is responsible for administering a program of guaranteed
123 educational loans to eligible students and eligible parents known as the Georgia Higher
124 Education Loan Program.

125 (2) 'Applicant’ means any person applying for issuance or renewal of a license.

126 (3) 'Borrower' means an individual who borrowed a guaranteed educational loan under
127 the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program.



128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

19 LC 36 4053S

(5) 'Default’ means default as defined by federal law under the Higher Education Act of
1965.

(6) 'License' means a certificate, permit, registration, or any other authorization issued

by any licensing entity that allows a person to engage in a profession, business, or
occupation.

(7) 'Licensee' means any person holding a license.

(8) 'Licensing entity' means any state agency, department, or board of this state which
issues or renews any license, certificate, permit, or registration to authorize a person to
engage in a profession, business, or occupation, including those under Article 3 of
Chapter 7 of Title 2, the 'Georgia Pesticide Use and Application Act of 1976"; Article 13
of Chapter 1 of Title 7, relating to mortgage lenders and mortgage brokers; Chapter 5 of
Title 10, the 'Georgia Uniform Securities Act of 2008, relating to securities salespersons
and investment adviser representatives; Part 2 of Article 1 of Chapter 6 of Title 12,
relating to foresters; Chapter 4 of Title 26, relating to pharmacists; Chapter 23 of Title 33,
relating to insurance agents, counselors, and other personnel; Chapter 1 of Title 43,

relating to professions and businesses; Chapter 3 of Title 43, relating to accountants;

Chapter 39A of Title 43, relating to real estate appraisers; or Chapter 40 of Title 43,
relating to real estate brokers and salespersons.
(9) 'Satisfactory repayment status' means the borrower has agreed to repay the defaulted

loan to the agency and has made a payment in the most recent prior 60 days.

(b)

ofeachpersenonthetist: No licensing entity shall refuse to issue nor suspend or revoke

a license to an applicant or licensee because he or she is a borrower in default who is not

in satisfactory repayment status as determined by the agency or who has been certified by

any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment

or service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or service

conditional scholarship program.
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SECTION 1-7.
Code Section 26-4-60 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to grounds for

suspension, revocation, or refusal to grant licenses to pharmacists, is amended by revising
subsection (k) as follows:
(k) The board shall not have the power to suspend any license issued under Article 3 of
this chapter when because such holder is a borrower in default who is not in satisfactory

repayment status as—provided—in—Code—Seetion—26-3-295 under the Georgia Higher

Education Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance

Corporation or who has been certified by any entity of the federal government for

nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal

educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program. The board

shall also not have the power to deny the application for issuance or renewal of a license
under Article 3 of this chapter when because such applicant is a borrower in default whoe

under the

Georgia Higher Education Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education

Assistance Corporation or has been certified by any entity of the federal government for

nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal

educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program. TFhe

SECTION 1-8.
Avrticle 1 of Chapter 23 of Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to

licensing insurance agents, agencies, subagents, counselors, and adjusters, is amended in

Code Section 33-23-21, relating to grounds for refusal, suspension, or revocation of licenses
to sell insurance, by revising paragraphs (21) through (23) as follows:
"(21) i i ' i
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£22) In relation to the licensee's ability to transact the business of insurance, has had a
license, permit, authorization, registration, or privilege refused, revoked, suspended,
limited, or restricted by any federal, state, county, municipality, territory, military, or
other legal authority authorized to issue licenses, permits, authorizations, registrations,
or privileges to conduct business within its respective jurisdiction; otherwise has failed
to comply with the legal requirements related to the license, permit, authorization,
registration, or privilege; or has had other disciplinary action taken against him or her by
any such lawful authority; or

£23)(22) Has failed to report to the department within 60 days of the action taken, any
refusal, revocation, suspension, limitation, or restriction of any license, permit,
authorization, registration, or privilege of any lawful authority referenced in paragraphs
(18) or £22)(21) of this Code section.”

SECTION 1-9.

Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

"33-23-21.1.

The Commissioner shall not refuse to issue nor suspend or revoke a license of an applicant

for or holder of a license because he or she is a borrower in default under the Georgia

Higher Education Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education

Assistance Corporation or has been certified by any entity of the federal government for

nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal

educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program.”

SECTION 1-10.

Said article is further amended in Code Section 33-23-22, relating to notice of suspension or

revocation of license, hearing, and appeals, by revising as follows:

"33-23-22.

(@) Any license, other than a probationary license or inactive license as described in
subsection {b) (a) of Code Section 33-23-19, may be suspended or revoked as provided by
Code Section 33-23-21 and subsection (b) of Code Section 33-23-19, and the
Commissioner shall give notice of such action to the applicant for or holder of the license
and any insurer or agent whom the applicant or licensee represents or who desires that the
applicant or licensee be licensed. The procedure for conduct of hearings set forth in
Chapter 2 of this title shall be followed in all cases except those cases pursuant to
paragraph (20) er21) of Code Section 33-23-21 which shall only require the hearings
provided for in etther said paragraph.
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(b) Appeal from any order or decision of the Commissioner made pursuant to this chapter

shall be taken as provided in Chapter 2 of this title.”

SECTION 1-11.
Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and businesses,
is amended in Code Section 43-1-19, relating to grounds for refusing to grant or revoking
licenses, application of Administrative Procedure Act, subpoena powers, disciplinary actions,
judicial review, reinstatement, investigations, complaints, surrender, and probationary license
regarding professional licensing boards, by adding "or" at the end of paragraph (10) of
subsection (a), by replacing "; or" at the end of paragraph (11) of subsection (a) with a

period, and by repealing paragraph (12) of subsection (a).

SECTION 1-12.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-1-29, relating to suspension of
license for nonpayment of student loans, procedure, and reinstatement regarding professional
licensing boards, as follows:
"43-1-29.
A professional licensing board shall not suspend the license of a person licensed by that

board who because he or she is a borrower in default under the Georgia Higher Education

Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or
arer any
entity of the federal government for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or

because he or she has been certified by afederal-agene

service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or service
conditional scholarship program. Prierte-the-suspenston,theticensee-shat-beentitted-to
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SECTION 1-13.

Said title is further amended in Code Section 43-3-27, relating to notification of conviction,
time limit, and suspension of licenses regarding accountants, by revising subsection (b) as

follows:

"(b) The board may not suspend the license of an individual who because he or she is a

borrower in default under the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program as determined by

the Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or has been certified by a-federat
agency-and-reported-to-the-board any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or

default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal educational loan,
loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program. Priorto-the-stspenstonthe

SECTION 1-14.
Said title is further amended in Code Section 43-20A-16, relating to cause for disciplinary
actions and disciplinary order a final order regarding licensed immigration assistance
providers, by adding "or" at the end of paragraph (11) of subsection (a), by replacing "; or"
with a period at the end of paragraph (12) of subsection (a), and by revising paragraph (13)
of subsection (a) as follows:

"t3)(a.1) The Secretary of State shall not order the discipline, denial, suspension, or

revocation of a license issued pursuant to this chapter because a person has Has been found

by-the-Seeretary-of Statepurstant-tonetice by the Georgia Higher Education Assistance
Corporation thatthe-appticant-for-or-holder-of-such-teensets to be a borrower in default

who is not in satisfactory repayment status as defined in Code Section 20-3-295.

-11 -
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SECTION 1-15.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-20A-17, relating to suspension of
license for licensed immigration assistance providers for nonpayment, default, or breach of
repayment or service obligation under certain educational loan or scholarship programs and
terms of reinstatement, as follows:
"43-20A-17.
The Secretary of State shall not suspend a license issued pursuant to this chapter H+eperted
to-the-Secretary-of State-for because of nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or
service obligation under any federal educational loan, loan repayment, or service
conditional scholarship program. Prierto-a-suspensiontheteensee-shalbe-entitted-to

SECTION 1-16.

Said title is further amended in Code Section 43-34-8, relating to authority to refuse license,
certificate, or permit or issue discipline for health professionals regulated by the Georgia
Composite Medical Board, suspension, restoration, investigations, hearings on fitness,
immunity, and publication of final disciplinary actions, by adding "or" at the end of
paragraph (22) of subsection (a) and by revising paragraphs (23) and (24) of subsection (a)
and subsection (b.1) as follows:

"(23)

-12 -
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24y Except for practice settings identified in paragraph (7) of subsection (g) of Code
Section 43-34-25 and arrangements approved by the board prior to July 1, 2009, as set
forth in subsection (k) of Code Section 43-34-103, been a physician that has been or is
employed by one the physician:

(A) Delegates medical acts to;

(B) Enters a protocol or job description with; or

(C) Is responsible for supervising.”

"(b.1) The board shall not suspend the license, certificate, or permit of a person licensed

by the board whe because he or she is a borrower in default who is not in satisfactory

repayment status under the Georgia Higher Education Loan Program as determined by the

Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation or who has been certified by a-federat
agency-and-reported-to-the-board any entity of the federal government for nonpayment or

default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal education loan,
loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program. Priorto-the-stspenstonthe

SECTION 1-17.
Said title is further amended in Code Section 43-39A-14, relating to required conduct of

applicants for real estate appraiser licenses, grounds for refusal of classification, imposition
of sanctions, and suspension or revocation of classification, by revising subsection (k) as
follows:

"(k) Where an applicant or licensee has been found to be a borrower in default who is not

in satisfactory repayment status as-previdec-n-Cotde-Seetion20-3-295 under the Georgia

Higher Education Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education

Assistance Corporation or who has been certified by any entity of the federal government

for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal

-13-
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443 educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program, such finding
444 shall not be stuffietent grounds for refusal of a license or suspension of a license. fFor
445

446

447 SECTION 1-18.

448 Said title is further amended in Code Section 43-40-15, relating to grant of licenses to real
449 estate brokers and salespersons, grounds for suspension or revocation of license, other
450 sanctions, surrender or lapse, and conviction, by revising subsection (I) as follows:

451 "(I) Where an applicant or licensee has been found to be a borrower in default who is not
452 in satisfactory repayment status as-previdee-n-Cotde-Section20-3-295 under the Georgia
453 Higher Education Loan Program as determined by the Georgia Higher Education
454 Assistance Corporation or who has been certified by any entity of the federal government
455 for nonpayment or default or breach of a repayment or service obligation under any federal
456 educational loan, loan repayment, or service conditional scholarship program, such stattus
457 finding shall not be suffietent grounds for refusal of a license or suspension of a license.
458 i t i i

459

460 PART Il

461 SECTION 2-1.

462 Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, isamended by revising
463 Chapter 40, relating to tattoo studios, as follows:

464 "CHAPTER 40

465 31-40-1.

466 As used in this chapter, the term:

467 (1) 'Body art' means a tattoo or piercing placed on the body of a person for aesthetic or
468 cosmetic purposes.

469 (2) 'Body artist' means any person who performs body art. Such term shall not include
470 in its meaning any physician or osteopath licensed under Chapter 34 of Title 43, nor shall
471 it include any technician acting under the direct supervision of such licensed physician
472 or osteopath, pursuant to subsection (a) of Code Section 16-5-71.

473 (3) 'Body art studio’' means any facility or building on a fixed foundation wherein a body
474 artist performs body art.

-14 -
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H(4) 'Microblading of the eyebrow' means a form of cosmetic tattoo artistry where ink
is deposited superficially in the upper three layers of the epidermis using a handheld or

machine powered tool made up of needles known as a microblade to improve or create

eyebrow definition, to cover gaps of lost or missing hair, to extend the natural eyebrow
pattern, or to create a full construction if the eyebrows have little to no hair.
2)(5) 'Tattoo' means to mark or color the skin by pricking in, piercing, or implanting

indelible pigments or dyes under the skin. Such term includes microblading of the

eyebrow.

31-40-2.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a tattoe body art studio or perform body art
without having first obtained a valid permit for-stuech-stuetto—Steh. Body art studio permits
shall be issued by the county board of health or its duly authorized representative, subject
to supervision and direction by the Bepaﬁmeﬁt—ef—Ptrbhe—l—fealfh—bu{—whefe—the—eeunfy
he department. Body artist
permits shall be issued by the Department of Public Health. Permits A—permit shall be
valid until suspended or revoked and shall not be transferable with—+especttoperson-or
tecation.

31-40-3.
(a) The county boards of health may deny, suspend, or revoke permits-where-the-heatth
and-safety-of the-public requiressuch-action a body art studio permit for a violation of this

chapter or the rules and requlations promulgated thereunder. When, in the judgment of

such board or its duly authorized agents, it is necessary and proper that such application for
a permit be denied or that a permit previously granted be suspended or revoked, the
applicant or holder of the permit shall be so notified in writing and shall be afforded an
opportunity for hearing as provided in Article 1 of Chapter 5 of this title. In the event that
such application s finally denied or such permit finally suspended or revoked, the applicant
for or holder of such permit shall be given notice in writing, which notice shall specifically

state the reasons why the application or permit has been suspended, revoked, or denied.

-15 -
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509 (b) The department may deny, suspend, or revoke a body artist permit for a violation of
510 this chapter or the rules and requlations promulgated thereunder, after notice to the permit
511 holder and opportunity for hearing. Such proceedings shall be conducted in accordance
512 with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.'

513 31-40-4.

514 Any person substantially affected by any final order of the county board of health denying,
515 suspending, revoking, or refusing to renew ary a body artist studio permit provided under
516 this chapter may secure review thereof by appeal to the department as provided in Article 1
517 of Chapter 5 of this title.

518 31-40-5.

519 (a) The Bepa atth department shall have
520 the power to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations to ensure the protection of the
521 public health. Such rules and regulations shall prescribe reasonable-standards-for health
522 and safety of-tatteo standards for body artists and body art studios with regard to:

523 (1) Location and cleanliness of facilities;

524 (2) Sterilization and Occupational Safety and Health Administration guidelines for the
525 prevention and spread of infectious diseases by all personnel;

526 (3) Informed consent by the person receiving a-tatteo any form of body art;

527 (4) Procedures for ensuring adequate explanation to consumers of the proper subsequent
528 care of atattoe any form of body art; ant

529 (5) Proper use and maintenance of tattee equipment, including tools, dyes, and pigments;
530 and

531 (6) Competence and specialized knowledge of body artists.

532 (b) County boards of health are empowered to adopt and promulgate supplementary rules
533 and regulations consistent with those adopted and promulgated by the department.

534 31-40-6.

535 The BepartmentofPublie Health department and the county boards of health and their duly
536 authorized agents are authorized and empowered to enforce compliance with this chapter
537 and the rules and regulations adopted and promulgated under this chapter and, in
538 connection therewith, to enter upon and inspect the premises of a tattee body art studio at
539 any reasonable time and in a reasonable manner, as provided in Article 2 of Chapter 5 of
540 this title.

-16 -
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31-40-7.

Any person, firm, or corporation eperating-a-tatteo-stueto performing body art without a

i i i i stueito shall be guilty of

Validpermit PO Otatto OO OttSIGE 0T 1t CeNSEeaa

a misdemeanor.

31-40-8.

Each body art studio shall conspicuously display in a prominent place easily seen by

patrons a printed sign that warns that any body art on the face, neck, forearm, hand, or

lower leq of an individual may automatically disqualify such individual from military

service in the armed forces of the United States. Such notice shall be at least 11 inches by

14 inches in size, with letters at least one inch in height. Fhe-DepartmentofPublicHealth

ad U CU C U U C C U U UCTVCTIUPD d U U A JTUOUUT G U JUiJ UG a U U

31-40-9.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the governing authority of any county

or municipality may enact more stringent laws governing tatteotrg body art.

31-40-10.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to repeal the provisions of Code Section 16-12-5;
provided, however, that Code Section 16-12-5 shall not apply to microblading of the

eyebrow.”

PART 111
SECTION 3-1.

Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and businesses,
isamended in Code Section 43-10-9, relating to application for certificate of registration, by
deleting "is of good moral character;" in paragraph (1) of subsection (a), paragraph (1) of
subsection (b), paragraph (1) of subsection (c), paragraph (1) of subsection (d), and
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (e).

SECTION 3-2.
Said Title 43 is further amended in Code Section 43-10-13, relating to the right to set course
of study for students and application for examination, by adding a new subsection to read as

follows:
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"(c) A barber apprentice and any other individual serving as an apprentice in a beauty

shop, beauty salon, or barber shop shall take the theory portion of the examination provided

for in Code Section 43-10-9 within the first 12 months of his or her apprenticeship.”

PART IV
SECTION 4-1.

Said Title 43 is further amended by revising subsection (e) of Code Section 43-14-6, relating
to powers and duties of divisions, as follows:
“(e)(1) The Division of Electrical Contractors shall be authorized to require persons

seeking renewal of Electrical Contractor Class | and Class Il licenses to complete board

approved continuing education courses of not more than four hours annually. The

division shall be authorized to approve

to be held within or outside this state that are available to all licensed electrical

contractors on a reasonable nondiscriminatory fee basis. Any request for division

approval of a continuing education course shall be submitted in a timely manner with due

regard for the necessity of investigation and consideration by the division. The division

may contract with institutions of higher learning, professional organizations, or other

gualified persons to provide programs that meet the requirements of this paragraph and

any rules or requlations established by the division. Such programs shall be

self-sustaining by the individual fees set and collected by the provider of the program.

(2) The division shall be authorized to waive the continuing education requirements in
cases of hardship, disability, or illness or under such other circumstances as the division

deems appropriate.”

SECTION 4-2.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-14-8, relating to
licensing required for electrical, plumbing, or conditioned air contracting, businesses
conducted by partnerships, limited liability companies, and corporations, applications, and

review courses, as follows:
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605 “(@)(1) No person shall engage in the electrical contracting business as an electrical
606 contractor unless such person has a valid license from the Division of Electrical
607 Contractors and a certificate of competency, if such certificates are issued by the division
608 pursuant to subsection (b) of Code Section 43-14-6.

609 (2) A person who is not licensed as an electrical contractor or who does not have a
610 certificate of competency, if such certificates are issued by the division pursuant to
611 subsection (b) of Code Section 43-14-6, or both as may be applicable, shall be prohibited
612 from advertising in any manner that such person is in the business or profession of
613 electrical contracting unless the work is performed by a licensed electrical contractor.”
614 PART V

615 SECTION 5-1.

616 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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