
16 LC 40 1027

S. B. 326
- 1 -

Senate Bill 326

By: Senators Jeffares of the 17th, Heath of the 31st, Harper of the 7th, Tippins of the 37th,

Beach of the 21st and others 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

To amend Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the1

control of soil erosion and sedimentation, so as to shorten the time period for permit issuance2

or denial by local issuing authorities; to clarify qualification standards for erosion and3

sediment control plan designers and reviewers; to provide for related matters; to repeal4

conflicting laws; and for other purposes.5

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:6

SECTION 1.7

Chapter 7 of Title 12 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the control of8

soil erosion and sedimentation, is amended in Code Section 12-7-9, relating to applications9

for permits, by revising subsection (c) as follows:10

"(c)  Permits shall be issued or denied as soon as practicable after the application therefor11

has been filed with the local issuing authority, but in any event not later than 45 14 days12

thereafter."13

SECTION 2.14

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 12-7-19, relating to education and15

training programs, requirements, and qualifications, as follows:16

"12-7-19.17

(a)(1)  Persons involved in land development design, review, permitting, construction,18

monitoring, or inspection or any land-disturbing activity shall meet the education and19

training certification requirements, dependent on his or her level of involvement with the20

process, as developed by the commission in accordance with this Code section and in21

consultation with the division and the Stakeholder Advisory Board created pursuant to22

Code Section 12-7-20.23

(2)  On or after May 14, 2007, for each site on which land-disturbing activity occurs, each24

entity or person acting as either a primary, secondary, or tertiary permittee, as defined in25

the state general permit, shall have as a minimum one person who is in responsible charge26
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of erosion and sedimentation control activities on behalf of said entity or person and27

meets the applicable education or training certification requirements developed by the28

commission present on site whenever land-disturbing activities are conducted on that site.29

A project site shall herein be defined as any land disturbance site or multiple sites within30

a larger common plan of development or sale permitted by an owner or operator for31

compliance with the state general permit.32

(3)  Persons or entities involved in projects not requiring a state general permit but33

otherwise requiring certified personnel on site may contract with certified persons to meet34

the requirements of this chapter.35

(4)  If a state general permittee who has operational control of land-disturbing activities36

for a site has met the certification requirements of paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of this37

Code section, then any person or entity involved in land-disturbing activity at that site38

and operating in a subcontractor capacity for such permittee shall have until December39

31, 2007, to meet those educational requirements specified in paragraph (4) of subsection40

(b) of Code Section 12-7-19 and shall not be required to meet any educational41

requirements that exceed those specified in said paragraph.42

(b)  No less than the following training programs shall be established:43

(1)  A fundamentals seminar (Level 1) will be established which provides sufficient44

training to all participants as to the applicable laws, requirements, processes, and latest45

means and methods recognized by this state to effectively control erosion and46

sedimentation;47

(2)  An advanced fundamentals seminar (Level 1) will be established which provides48

additional details of installation and maintenance of best management practices for both49

regulatory and nonregulatory inspectors and others;50

(3)  An introduction to design seminar (Level 2) will be established which provides51

required training to design and review a successful erosion, sedimentation, and pollution52

control plan;53

(4)  An awareness seminar (Level 1) will be established which does not exceed two hours54

in duration and which provides information regarding the erosion and sediment control55

practices and processes in the state and which will include an overview of the systems,56

laws, and roles of the participants; and57

(5)  A trainer and instructor seminar will be established for both Level 1 and Level 258

trainers and instructors which will provide the minimum training as to applicable laws59

and best management practices and design of erosion, sedimentation, and pollution60

control plans in this state.61

(c)  Trainer and instructor qualifications will Qualifications shall be established with the62

following minimum requirements:63
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(1)  Level 1 trainers and instructors shall meet at least the following minimum64

requirements and any other requirements as set by the commission:65

(A)  Education: four-year college degree or five years' experience in the field of erosion66

and sediment control;67

(B)  Experience: five-years' experience in the field of erosion and sediment control.68

Where years of experience is used in lieu of the education requirement of subparagraph69

(A) of this paragraph, a total of ten years' field experience is required;70

(C)  Approval by the commission and the Stakeholder Advisory Board; and71

(D)  Successful completion of the Level 1 trainer and instructor seminar found in72

paragraph (5) of subsection (b) of this Code section; and73

(2)  Level 2 trainers and instructors shall meet at least the minimum requirements of a74

Level 1 trainer or instructor, any other requirements as set by the commission, and75

successful completion of the Level 2 trainer and instructor seminar created under76

paragraph (5) of subsection (b) of this Code section.; and77

(3)  Level 2 designers and reviewers shall be professionally licensed in this state in a field78

related to soil and erosion control.79

(d)  In addition to the requirements of subsection (c) of this Code section, the commission80

shall establish and any person desirous of holding certification must obtain a passing grade81

as established by the Stakeholder Advisory Board on a final exam covering the material82

taught in each mandatory seminar; provided, however, that there shall be no final exam83

requirement for purposes of paragraph (4) of subsection (b) of this Code section.  Final84

exams may, at the discretion of the commission, serve in lieu of attendance at the seminar.85

Any person shall be authorized to administer a final examination for any seminar for which86

he or she was the instructor.87

(e)(1)  A certification provided by achieving the requirements established by the88

commission shall expire no later than three years after its issuance.89

(2)  A certified individual shall be required to attend and participate in at least four hours90

of approved continuing education courses, as established by the commission, every three91

years.92

(3)  A certification may be extended or renewed by meeting requirements established by93

the commission.94

(4)  Revocation procedures may be established by the commission in consultation with95

the division and the Stakeholder Advisory Board."96

SECTION 3.97

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.98


