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House Bill 531
By: Representatives Mabra of the 63, Fleming of the 121, Willard of the 51%, Strickland
of the 111", Reeves of the 34", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 4 of Chapter 10 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to personal jurisdiction over nonresidents, so as to change provisions relating to the
grounds for exercising personal jurisdiction over nonresidents; to change provisions relating
to effect of appearance; to change provisions relating to venue; to amend Code Sections
19-13-2 and 34-1-7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to jurisdiction of
superior court and application for temporary restraining order and injunction, respectively,
S0 as to correct cross-references; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective

date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Acrticle 4 of Chapter 10 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
personal jurisdiction over nonresidents, is amended by revising Code Section 9-10-91,
relating to grounds for exercise of personal jurisdiction over nonresidents, as follows:
"9-10-91.
A court of this state may exercise personal jurisdiction over any nonresident on any basis

that is not in conflict with the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of

Georgia.
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SECTION 2.

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 9-10-92, relating to effect of

appearance, as follows:

"9-10-92.
Where personal jurisdiction is based solely upon this article, an appearance does not confer
such jurisdiction with respect to causes of action not arising from the conduct entmeratett
7 or omission from which personal jurisdiction has been conferred under Code Section
9-10-91."

SECTION 3.

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 9-10-93, relating to venue, as

follows:

"9-10-93.

Venue in cases under this article shall lie in any county wherein a substantial part of the

tsHocated—Where conduct or omission giving rise to personal jurisdiction under Code

Section 9-10-91 occurred. When an action is brought against a resident of this state, any
nonresident of this state who is involved in the same transaction or occurrence and who is
suable under the provisions of this article may be joined as a defendant in the county where
a resident defendant is suable. Under such circumstances, jurisdiction and venue of the
court of and over such nonresident defendant shall not be affected or lost if at trial a verdict

or judgment is returned in favor of such resident defendant. If such resident defendant is
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dismissed from the action prior to commencement of the trial, the action against the
nonresident defendant shall not abate but shall be transferred to a court in a county where

venue is proper.”

SECTION 4.
Code Section 19-13-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to jurisdiction of
superior court, is amended by revising subsection (b) as follows:
"(b) For proceedings under this article involving a nonresident respondent, the superior
court where the petitioner resides or the superior court where an act involving family
violence allegedly occurred shall have jurisdiction, where the act involving family violence
meets the elements for personal jurisdiction provided for under paragraph~(2)ror(3)-of
Code Section 9-10-91."

SECTION 5.
Code Section 34-1-7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to application for
temporary restraining order and injunction, is amended by revising paragraph (2) of
subsection (c) as follows:
"(2) For proceedings under this Code section involving a nonresident respondent, the
superior court where the petitioner's workplace is located shall have jurisdiction, where
the act involving unlawful violence or a credible threat of unlawful violence meets the
elements for personal jurisdiction provided for under paragraph(2yot{3)of Code Section
9-10-91."

SECTION 6.
This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2015, and shall apply to all causes of actions

arising on and after such date.

SECTION 7.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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