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House Bill 897
By: Representatives Dudgeon of the 25", Coleman of the 97", Nix of the 69", Clark of the
101%, Kaiser of the 59", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
elementary and secondary education, so as to update and clarify provisions in law and to
repeal obsolete provisions; to repeal a population act provision; to revise provisions relating
to state required standards; to remove the middle grades program; to repeal the Georgia
Master Teacher Program; to repeal provisions relating to professional and staff development
stipends; to revise provisions relating to contracts by the State School Superintendent; to
revise a process for student requests for waivers and variances of state requirements; to
provide that capital outlay includes computer equipment and software; to revise provisions
relating to state required assessments; to revise provisions relating to the honors program;
to revise provisions relating to courses taken through the Georgia Virtual School; to revise
provisions relating to virtual instruction opportunities provided by local school systems; to
repeal an obsolete provision relating to acquiring digital learning; to revise a provision
relating to home study reporting; to revise provisions relating to appeals to the State Board
of Education; to provide for charter authorizer accountability; to provide for an expedited
charter petition review process for high-performing charter schools; to provide for timelines
for approving or denying charter petitions; to revise funding provisions for local charter
schools; to revise provisions relating to funding for a charter school in its first year of
operation; to provide for use by charter schools of unused or underutilized school facilities;
to provide for enrollment preferences for state charter schools; to revise provisions relating
to funding for state charter schools; to authorize the State Charter Schools Commission to
establish nonprofit foundations; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and

for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elementary and

secondary education, is amended by repealing subsection (d) of Code Section 20-2-51,
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relating to election of local board of education members, persons ineligible to be members
or superintendent, ineligibility for local boards of education, and ineligibility for other

elective offices, and designating said subsection as reserved.

SECTION 2.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of Code Section 20-2-131, relating
to objectives and purposes of the Quality Basic Education Program, as follows:
“(1) Implementing a gtatity -basicedueation curriculum to encompass state mandated
content standards in public schools state wide which ensures that each student is provided

ample opportunity to develop competencies necessary for lifelong learning as well as the
competencies needed to maintain good physical and mental health, to participate actively
in the governing process and community activities, to protect the environment and
conserve public and private resources, and to be an effective worker and responsible

citizen of high character;”

SECTION 3.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-140, relating to the State
Board of Education establishing competencies and a uniformly sequenced core curriculum
and college and career readiness competency standards, as follows:
"20-2-140.
(a) The State Board of Education shall establish eempetenetes uniformly sequenced state

mandated content standards that each student is expected to master prior to completion of

the student's public school education.

board shall adopt atrtformly-seeuenced-core-currictttm state mandated content standards
for grades students in kindergarten through grade 12. Each local unit of administration
shall include this the uniformly sequenced core—eurrictHm state mandated content
standards as the basis for its own curriculum, although each local unit may segtence;
expand; and enrich thiseurricttam the state mandated content standards to the extent it

deems necessary and appropriate for its students and communities.

(b) The State Board of Education, working with the Board of Regents of the University
System of Georgia and the State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia, shall
establish college and career readiness competeney standards in reading, writing, antt
mathematics, science, and social studies aligned with the eere-etrricttum state mandated

content standards adopted by the state board pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section

with the level of performance necessary to meet college-readiness standards in the state's
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technical colleges, community colleges, state colleges, and universities and in other
advanced training programs.

(c) The State Board of the Technical College System of Georgia shall require its
institutions to accept core curriculum coursework completed by high school students for
purposes of admission into its institutions. This Code section shall apply beginning with

students entering such postsecondary institutions in the fall of 2013.”

SECTION 4.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-140.1, relating to online

learning, as follows:

"20-2-140.1.

The State Board of Education shall establish rules and regulations to maximize the number
of students, beginning with students entering ninth grade in the 2014-2015 school year,
who complete prior to graduation at least one course containing online learning. This shall
be met through an online course offered by the Georgia Virtual School established pursuant

to Code Section 20-2-319.1, through the clearing-house established pursuant to Code

Section 20-2-319.3, through an online dual enrollment course offered by a postsecondary

institution, or through a provider approved pursuant to subsection—<c)of Code Section
20-2-319.4. Thisshall also include enroliment in a full-time or part-time virtual instruction

program pursuant to Code Section 20-2-319.4.”

SECTION 5.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-141, relating to review of

competencies and core curriculum, as follows:

"20-2-141.
The State Board of Education shall establish at least once every four years a review of the
adopted eompetenctes-and uniformly sequenced core—etrricttum state mandated content

standards by a task force broadly representative of educational interests and the concerned

public. After considering the findings and recommendations of the task force, the state

board shall make such changes in the studentcompetenctestists-and-core-curricttum state

mandated content standards as it deems in the best interest of the state and its citizens and

shall report such proposed changes to local school systems and the General Assembly for

review.”

SECTION 6.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-142, relating

to prescribed courses, as follows:
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96 "(a@)(1) All elementary and secondary schools which receive in any manner funds from
97 the state shall provide the following course offerings in the manner and at the grade level
98 prescribed by the State Board of Education iitts-atatity-core-curricttum:

99 (A) A course of study in the background, history, and development of the federal and
100 state governments and a study of Georgia county and municipal governments; and
101 (B) A course of study in the history of the United States and in the history of Georgia
102 and in the essentials of the United States and Georgia Constitutions, including the study
103 of American institutions and ideals which shall include a study of the Pledge of
104 Allegiance to the flag of the United States and the Georgia flag in addition to other
105 institutions and ideals.

106 (2) No student shall be eligible to receive a diploma from a high school unless such
107 student has successfully completed the courses in history and government provided for

108 by this subsection, except as provided in paragraphs (3) and (4) of this subsection. For

109 students moving to Georgia and unable to take the course or courses available to fulfill
110 these requirements in the grade level in which such course or courses are ordinarily
111 offered, the State Board of Education may develop alternative methods, which may
112 include but shall not be limited to an on-line course of study, for such students to learn
113 about and demonstrate an adequate understanding of federal or Georgia history and
114 government.

115 (3) Disabled students who are otherwise eligible for a special education diploma

116 pursuant to subsection (c) of Code Section 20-2-281 shall not be denied this diploma if

117 they have not successfully completed either or both of these courses; provided, however,
118 that their Individualized Education Programs have not specified that the disabled students
119 must enroll in and successfully complete both of these courses.

120 (4) The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the
121 required course of study in the history of Georgia and in the essentials of the Georgia
122 Constitution for students who transfer from another state after having completed the year
123 in which such course or courses are ordinarily offered. The State Board of Education is
124 authorized to provide for exemptions to the required course of study for such students and
125 for students whose parent or parents serve in the armed forces of the United States.”
126 SECTION 7.

127 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) and paragraph (2) of subsection
128 (b) of Code Section 20-2-151, relating to general and career education programs, as follows:
129  “(a) The primary purpose for the general and career education programs is to provide the
130 children and youth of Georgia with a quality opportunity to master studentcompetencies
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state mandated content standards adopted by the State Board of Education thretgh

~ 7

"(2) Itis the policy of this state that the purpose of the primary grades program shall be
mastery by enrolled students of the essential basic skills and knowledge which will
enable them to achieve more advanced skills and knowledge offered at the higher grade
levels. For purposes of funding under this article, the primary grades program shall
include grades one, two, and three. To be eligible for enrollment in the first grade of a
state supported primary grades program, a child must attain the age of six by September
1, except as otherwise provided by subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-150. The State
Board of Education shal may adopt an instrument or instruments, procedures, and
policies necessary to assess the first grade readiness of children enrolled in Georgia's
public school kindergarten programs pursuant to Code Section 20-2-281. Readiness
information obtained by the instrument or instruments adopted by the state board shah
may be used by local school systems in concert with teacher recommendations and other
relevant information to make appropriate student grade placement decisions. The
Department of Education shalt may develop guidelines for utilization of the instrument
or instruments in grade placement decisions and shal provide such guidelines to local
school systems. The guidelines shal may include information pertinent to consideration
of the placement of students who have been identified as being disabled or
limited-English-proficient. Whenever the decision is made not to promote a child to the
first grade, the local school system shalt may document the reasons for the decision not
to promote, according to guidelines established by the board. The State School
Superintendent skhal may annually provide a report summarizing the results of the
readiness of first grade Georgia public school kindergarten children. No student shall

remain in kindergarten for more than two years;”

SECTION 8.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (h) of Code Section
20-2-154.1, relating to alternative education programs, as follows:
“(a) It is the policy of this state that the alternative education program shall provide a

learning environment that includes the ebjectives—of-the—aualitycore—currictum state

mandated content standards and that the instruction in an alternative education program

shall enable students to return to a general or career education program as quickly as
possible. Course credit shall be earned in an alternative education program in the same
manner as in other education programs. It is the policy of this state that it is preferable to
reassign disruptive students to an alternative education program rather than suspending or

expelling such students from school.”
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167 “(h) For the 2000-2001 and 2001-2002 school years, state funding of alternative education

168 programs shall be based upon a full-time equivalent program count that equals 2.5 percent
169  of the sum of the full-time equivalent program count of the midete-gradesprogram;the
170 middle school program as—definet—n-Cotde-Sectton—26-2-296, the high school general
171 education program (grades nine through 12), and the career, technical, and agricultural
172 education laboratory program (grades nine through 12). For the 2002-2003 school year and
173 thereafter, the amount of state funds appropriated and allocated for the alternative
174 education program provided for in this Code section shall be based on the actual count of
175 students served during the preceding year, except that the count of students served shall not
176 exceed 2.5 percent of the sum of the full-time equivalent program count of the mideie
177  gradesprogram;the middle school program as-tdefinedHn-Cote Seetion20-2-296, the high
178  school general education program (grades nine through 12), and the career, technical, and
179 agricultural education laboratory program (grades nine through 12). Funds earned may be

180  expended in kindergarten and in grades one through 12.”

181 SECTION 9.

182 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-159.1, relating to focused
183 programs of study, as follows:

184 "20-2-159.1.

185 No later than July 1, 2013, the Department of Education shall develop, and the State Board
186 of Education shall approve, state models and etrrictum-framework state mandated content
187 standards for the following focused programs of study, as defined in Code Section
188 20-2-326, including, but not limited to:

189 (1) Agriculture, food, and natural resources;

190 (2) Architecture and construction;

191 (3) Arts, audio-video technology, and communications;
192 (4) Business, management, and administration;

193 (5) Education and training;

194 (6) Finance;

195 (7) Health science;

196 (8) Hospitality and tourism;

197 (9) Human services;

198 (10) Information technology;

199 (11) Law, public safety, and security;

200 (12) Manufacturing;

201 (13) Government and public administration;

202 (14) Marketing, sales, and service;

H. B. 897



203
204
205

206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218

219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236

14 LC 33 5451

(15) Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics; and
(16) Transportation, distribution, and logistics.

Such focused programs of study may be combined around these and other related clusters.”

SECTION 10.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of Code Section 20-2-159.2,
relating to coordination between high schools and postsecondary institutions to minimize the
need for remedial course work for students in postsecondary institutions, as follows:

(1) Develop policies to ensure that students who eomplete-the-corecurrictum master

the state mandated content standards established pursuant to Code Section 20-2-140 will

meet the requirements for purposes of admission into a postsecondary institution, such
as grade point average and readiness levels in reading, writing, and mathematics, without
having to take remedial coursework. Such policies shall:
(A) Establish the benchmarks for college readiness and the method in which students
can demonstrate readiness in reading, writing, and mathematics for postsecondary

coursework upon completing the eerecttrictttin state mandated content standards; and

(B) Set the conditions for ensuring college readiness;”

SECTION 11.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-159.3,
relating to coordination between high schools and postsecondary institutions to minimize the
need for remedial course work for students in postsecondary academic core standards to be
embedded in career, technical, and agricultural education courses, as follows:

"(@) The competencies—and-—ctirrictta state mandated content standards established for

career, technical, and agricultural education courses pursuant to Code Section 20-2-140

shall include embedded standards in academic core subject areas, as appropriate. In
establishing such eempetencies-and-currictta state mandated content standards, the state

board shall work to ensure that the coursework meets postsecondary requirements for

acceptance of credit for such coursework at the postsecondary level. Such courses shall
be taught by a highly qualified teacher in the academic content and trained or experienced
in contextualized learning using project based methods; by a highly qualified career,
technical, and agricultural education teacher who has completed a state-approved training
program to strengthen academic content and has passed a state-approved exam for
demonstrating mastery of academic content; or by a team made up of a highly qualified
teacher in the academic content and a highly qualified career, technical, and agricultural

education teacher working together to teach the course.”
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SECTION 12.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-160, relating

to determination of enrollment by institutional programs, as follows:

"(a) The State Board of Education shall designate the specific dates upon which two counts
of students enrolled in each instructional program authorized under this article shall be
made each school year and by which the counts shall be reported to the Department of
Education. The initial enrollment count shall be made after October 1 but prior to
November 17 and the final enrollment count after March 1 but prior to May 1. The report
shall indicate the student's specific assigned program for each one-sixth segment of the
school day on the designated reporting date. No program shall be indicated for a student
for any one-sixth segment of the school day that the student is assigned to a study hall; a
noncredit course; a course recognized under this article or by state board policy as an
enrichment course, except a driver education course; a course which requires participation
in an extracurricular activity for which enrollment is on a competitive basis; a course in
which the student serves as a student assistant to a teacher, in a school office, or in the
media center, except when such placement is an approved work site of a recognized career,
technical, and agricultural education laboratory program; an individual study course for
which no outline of course objectives is prepared in writing prior to the beginning of the
course; or any other course or activity so designated by the state board. For the purpose
of this Code section, the term ‘enrichment course’ means a course which does not dedicate
a major portion of the class time toward the development and enhancement of one or more
studentcompetencies state mandated content standards as adopted by the state board under
Code Section 20-2-140. A program shall not be indicated for a student for any one-sixth

segment of the school day for which the student is not enrolled in an instructional program
or has not attended a class or classes within the preceding ten days; nor shall a program be
indicated for a student for any one-sixth segment of the school day for which the student
is charged tuition or fees or is required to provide materials or equipment beyond those
authorized pursuant to Code Section 20-2-133. A student who is enrolled in a dual credit
course pursuant to Code Section 20-2-159.5 shall be counted for the high school program
or other appropriate program for each segment in which the student is attending such dual
credit course. The state board shall adopt such regulations and criteria as necessary to
ensure objective and true counts of students in state approved instructional programs. The
state board shall also establish criteria by which students shall be counted as resident or
nonresident students, including specific circumstances which may include, but not be
limited to, students attending another local school system under court order or under the

terms of a contract between two local school systems. If a local school system has a
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justifiable reason, it may seek authority from the state board to shift full-time equivalent

program counts from the designated date to a requested alternate date.”

SECTION 13.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (b) and (b.1) of Code Section

20-2-161, relating to the Quality Basic Education Formula, as follows:

"(b) Asthe cost of instructional programs varies depending upon the teacher-student ratios

and specific services typically required to address the special needs of students enrolled,

state authorized instructional programs shall have the following program weights and

teacher-student ratios:

(1) Kindergarten program

(2) Kindergarten early intervention program

(3) Primary grades program (1-3)

(4) Primary grades early intervention program (1-3)

(5) Upper elementary grades program (4-5) .

H. B. 897

1.6508
weight and
1to 15

ratio

2.0348
weight and
1to 11

ratio

1.2849
weight and
1to 17

ratio

1.7931
weight and
1to 11

ratio

1.0355
weight and
1t023

ratio
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(6) Upper elementary grades early intervention program (4-5)

{8)(2) Middle school program (6-8) as-definee-in-Code-Section-20-2-290 .

£9)(8) High school general education program (9-12)

10)(9) Career, technical, and agricultural education

laboratory program (9-12)

£1)(10) Program for persons with disabilities:
Category |

H. B. 897
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1.7867
weight and
1to11

ratio

16186
wetght-and
+o23
ratio

1.1310
weight and
11020

ratio

1.0000
weight and
1to 23

ratio

1.1916
weight and
1to 20

ratio

2.3798
weight and
1t08

ratio
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(12)(11) Program for persons with disabilities:
Category 1l ..o

£3)(12) Program for persons with disabilities:
Category I ..o

4)(13) Program for persons with disabilities:
Category IV

£15)(14) Program for persons with disabilities:
CalegOrY V

€16)(15) Program for intellectually gifted students:
Category VI

A (16) Remedial education program ........... ...,
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2.7883
weight and
1t06.5

ratio

3.5493
weight and
1to5

ratio

5.7509
weight and
1to3

ratio

2.4511
weight and
1to8

ratio

1.6589
weight and
1to 12

ratio

1.3087
weight and
1to 15

ratio
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356 8)(17) Alternative educationprogram ................c.cuuena... 1.4711
357 weight and
358 1to 15
359 ratio
360 9)(18) English for speakers of other languages (ESOL) program ... .. 2.5049
361 weight and
362 1to7
363 ratio
364

365

366

367

368

369 SECTION 14.

370 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-181, relating to calculation
371 of program weights to reflect base school size, as follows:

372 "20-2-181.

373 The calculation of all program weights shall reflect a base size local school system of 3,300
374 full-time equivalent students. The calculation of program weights for the kindergarten
375 program, the kindergarten early intervention program, the primary grades (1-3) early
376 intervention program, the primary grades (1-3) program, the upper elementary grades (4-5)
377 early intervention program, and the upper elementary grades (4-5) program shall reflect a
378 base school size of 450 full-time equivalent students. The calculation of program weights
379 for the middle—grades—{6-8)program,—the middle school (6-8) program, the special
380 education programs, the remedial education program, and the English for speakers of other
381 languages program shall reflect a base school size of 624 full-time equivalent students.
382 The calculation of the program weights for the high school general education program and
383  the high school career, technical, and agricultural education laboratory program shall
384 reflect a base school size of 970 full-time equivalent students. The calculation of program
385 weights for the alternative education program shall reflect a base school size of 100
386 full-time equivalent students, except that the calculations for secretaries and media

387 personnel shall reflect a base school size of 624 full-time equivalent students.”
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SECTION 15.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (b) and (c) and paragraph (1) of
subsection (i) of Code Section 20-2-182, relating to program weights to reflect funds for
payment of salaries and benefits, as follows:
“(b) The program weights for the primary, primary grades early intervention, upper
elementary, upper elementary grades early intervention, midette-graees; and middle school
programs, when multiplied by the base amount, shall reflect sufficient funds to pay at least
the beginning salaries of specialists qualified to teach art, music, foreign language, and
physical education, subject to appropriation by the General Assembly.
(c) The program weights for the kindergarten, kindergarten early intervention, primary,
primary grades early intervention, upper elementary, upper elementary grades early
intervention, midetegrades; middle school, and alternative education programs and the
program weights for the high school programs authorized pursuant to paragraph (4) of
subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-151, when multiplied by the base amount, shall reflect
sufficient funds to pay the beginning salaries for at least one school counselor for every 450
full-time equivalent students. Beginning in Fiscal Year 2015 and thereafter, the program
weights for the English for speakers of other languages program and the programs for
persons with disabilities shall also earn school counselor funding. Further, beginning in
Fiscal Year 2016 and thereafter, the program weights for the program for intellectually
gifted students and the remedial education program shall also earn school counselor
funding. The duties and responsibilities for such school counselors shall be established by
the state board to require a minimum of five of the six full-time equivalent program count
segments of the counselor's time to be spent counseling or advising students or parents.”
"(i)(1) It is the intent of this paragraph to provide a clear expectation to parents and
guardians as to the maximum number of students that may be in their child's classroom
in kindergarten through eighth grade. Beginning with the 2006-2007 school year, for the
following regular education programs, the maximum individual class size for

mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts classes shall be:

(A) Kindergarten program (without full-time aide) ................. 18
(B) Kindergarten program (with full-timeaide) . ................... 20
(C) Primary grades program (1-3) . ...t 21
(D) Upper elementary grades program (4-5) ...................... 28
(E) Middle grades—pregram—(6-8)—andmidete school program (6-8) as

definecHnCode Seetion20-2=290 .. . ... ... ... 28

For school years 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015 only,

the system average maximum class size for each instructional program covered under this

H. B. 897
-13-



424
425
426
427
428
429

430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448

449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456

14 LC 33 5451

paragraph shall be the same as the maximum individual class size for each such program,
and local boards of education shall be considered in compliance with this paragraph so
long as the system average maximum class size is not exceeded; provided, however, that
if the State Board of Education approves a blanket waiver or variance pursuant to
subsection (h) of Code Section 20-2-244, such maximum individual class sizes shall be

the system average maximum class sizes for purposes of this paragraph.”

SECTION 16.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-184.1,

relating to funding for additional days of instruction, as follows:

(@) The program weights for the kindergarten, kindergarten early intervention, primary,
primary grades early intervention, upper elementary, upper elementary grades early
intervention, midete—grades; middle school, and remedial programs and the program
weights for the high school programs authorized pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsection
(b) of Code Section 20-2-151, when multiplied by the base amount, shall reflect sufficient
funds to pay the beginning salaries for instructors needed to provide 20 additional days of
instruction for 10 percent of the full-time equivalent count of the respective program. Such
funds shall be used for addressing the academic needs of low-performing students with
programs including, but not limited to, instructional opportunities for students beyond the
regular school day, Saturday classes, intersession classes, summer school classes, and
additional instructional programs during the regular school day. Following the midterm
adjustment, the state board shall issue allotment sheets for each local school system. Each
local school system shall spend 100 percent of the funds designated for additional days of
instruction for such costs at the system level, which may include transportation costs
incurred for transporting students who are attending additional classes funded by these

designated funds.”

SECTION 17.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-190, relating

to professional development centered on state-wide strategic initiatives, as follows:

"(a) Subject to appropriations by the General Assembly, the State Board of Education shall
provide professional development centered on state-wide strategic initiatives. Such
strategic initiatives may include, but are not limited to, training on the-new-common-core

etrriettam state mandated content standards, support for under-performing educators, and

mentoring programs in specific subject areas.”

H. B. 897
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SECTION 18.

Said chapter is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 20-2-205, relating

to the Georgia Master Teacher Program.

SECTION 19.
Said chapter is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 20-2-217, relating

to professional and staff development stipends.

SECTION 20.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 20-2-241, relating
to the State School Superintendent, as follows:
"(c) The State School Superintendent shall have the authority to enter into contracts for the
amount of $50,000.00 or less on behalf of the Department of Education. The State School

Superintendent may delegate to the chief financial officer the authority to execute such

contracts on behalf of the State School Superintendent.”

SECTION 21.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of Code Section 20-2-242, relating
to local school systems, local units of administration, and local governing bodies, as follows:
“(1) The instructional programs authorized pursuant to Part 3 of this article and the

trtformby—seguenced—core—curricutum state mandated content standards authorized

pursuant to Part 2 of this article are fully and effectively implemented;”

SECTION 22.
Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"20-2-244.1.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) 'Student' means a student who is or was enrolled in a public school in this state.

(2) 'Substantial hardship' means a significant, unique, and demonstrable economic,

technoloqgical, legal, or other type of hardship to the person requesting a variance or

waiver which impairs the ability of the person to continue to function in the requlated

practice or business.

(3) 'Variance' means a modification granted by the State Board of Education to all or part

of the literal requirements of a rule to a person who is subject to the rule.

(4) 'Waiver' means a decision by the State Board of Education not to apply all or part of

a rule to a person who is subject to the rule.
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489 (b) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this Code section, the State Board of Education

490 is authorized to grant a variance or waiver to a rule when a student subject to that rule

491 demonstrates that the purpose of the underlying statute upon which the rule is based can

492 be or has been achieved by other specific means which are agreeable to the person seeking

493 the variance or waiver and that strict application of the rule would create a substantial

494 hardship to such person.

495 (c) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this Code section, a student who is subject to

496 requlation by a State Board of Education rule may file a petition with the state board

497 requesting a variance or waiver from the state board's rule. In addition to any other

498 requirements which may be imposed by the state board, each petition shall specify:

499 (1) The rule from which a variance or waiver is requested:;

500 (2) The type of action requested;

501 (3) The specific facts of substantial hardship which would justify a variance or waiver
502 for the petitioner, including the alternative standards which the person seeking the
503 variance or waiver agrees to meet and a showing that such alternative standards will
504 afford adequate protection for the public health, safety, and welfare; and

505 (4) The reason why the variance or waiver requested would serve the purpose of the
506 underlying statute.

507 (d) The state board shall grant or deny a petition for variance or waiver in writing no later

508 than 60 days after the receipt of the petition. The state board's decision to grant or deny the

509 petition shall be in writing and shall contain a statement of the relevant facts and the

510 reasons supporting the state board's action.

511 (e) The state board's decision to deny a petition for variance or waiver shall be subject to

512 judicial review in accordance with Code Section 50-13-19. The validity of any variance

513 or waiver which is granted by the state board may be determined in an action for

514 declaratory judgment in accordance with Code Section 50-13-10.

515 (f) _This Code section shall not apply, and no variance or waiver shall be sought or

516 authorized, when a state board rule or requlation has been adopted or promulgated in order

517 to implement or promote a federally deleqated program.

518 (0) An aggregated report of all waivers granted pursuant to this Code section shall be

519 reported to the General Assembly within the first ten days of the next leqgislative session.

520 Such information shall contain a description of the waiver granted, including a detail of the

521 variance from any rule or requlation, but shall not include any identifying information of
522 the student.
523 (h) The State Board of Education shall not be subject to Code Section 50-13-9.1 with

524 respect to petitions for variances or waivers of rules by students.”
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SECTION 23.
Said chapter is further amended in subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-260, relating to
capital outlay funds generally, by revising paragraph (3) and by adding a new paragraph as
follows:
"(3) 'Capital outlay" includes, but is not necessarily limited to, expenditures which result
in the acquisition of fixed assets, existing buildings, improvements to sites, construction
of buildings, construction of additions to buildings, retrofitting of existing buildings for
energy conservation, and initial and additional equipment and furnishings for educational

facilities. This term also includes expenditures for computer equipment and software for

the school that is integral to the implementation of the school's curriculum, instruction,

or administration.”

"(9.1) 'Local school system' means any entity defined as a local educational agency by

the Department of Education.”

SECTION 24.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section
20-2-270.1, relating to services to member local school systems by regional educational
service agencies, as follows:
"(3) Developing and implementing curricula and instruction of the highest quality

possible, including implementing the tntfermby—seguenced—core—curricutum state

mandated content standards adopted by the state board;”

SECTION 25.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-281, relating to assessment
of effectiveness of educational programs, as follows:
"20-2-281.
(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt a student assessment program consisting of
instruments, procedures, and policies necessary to implement the program and shall fund
all costs of providing and scoring such instruments, subject to appropriation by the General

Assembly.

Ats: The State Board of
Education shall review, revise, and upgrade the gtatity-core—curricttm state mandated
content standards. Following the adoption of thisrevised-ctrrictttm such state mandated

content standards, the State Board of Education shall contract for development of
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560 criterion-referenced competency tests to measure the euatty—core—eurricttum state
561 mandated content standards. Such tests in English an¢ language arts/reading and;
562 mathematics;-anereading shall be administered annually to students in grades one through

563 eight, and such tests in science and social studies shall be administered annually to students

564 in grades three through eight. These tests shall contain features that allow for

565 comparability to other states which are educationally and technically sound and comparable

566  to Georgia. Thisactionshall be completed according to a schedule established by the State
567 Board of Education. ' H '

568 gratuattonparpeses: Writing assessments shall be administered to students thgradesthree;
569 fiveetghtane-1t in grades designated by the State Board of Education as part of the

570 English language arts/reading assessments. Fhewritingassessmentsshatprovide students
572
573
574
575  whichrestttfromthe-atdministration-of suchtests: Criterion-referenced tests and the high

576 school graduation test provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section shall provide for

VV JCT U C C UU U ASU Ul U U AU C U U

577 results that reflect student achievementat the individual student, classroom, school, system,
578 and state levels. The State Board of Education shall participate in the National Assessment
579 of Educational Progress (NAEP) and may participate in any other tests that will allow
580 benchmarking this state's performance against national or international performance. The
581 results of such testing shall be provided to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the
582 State Board of Education and shall be reported to the citizens of Georgia. Further, the state
583 board shall adopt a school readiness assessment for students entering first grade and shall
584 administer such assessment pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section
585 20-2-151. One of the components in the awarding of salary supplements as part of a pay
586  for performance or related plan under this article may be assessments of student
587 achievement.

588 (b.1) The State Board of Education shall notify local school systems and individual
589  schools of the results of the assessment instruments administered under this Code section
590  atthe earliest possible date determined by the state board, but not later than the beginning
591 of the subsequent school year.

592 (c) The State Board of Education shall have the authority to condition the awarding of a
593 high school diploma to a student upon achievement of satisfactory scores on instruments
594 or tests adopted and administered by the state board pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code
595  section. The state board is authorized and directed to adopt regulations providing that any

596 disabled child, as defined by the provisions of this article, shall be afforded opportunities
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597 to take any test adopted by the state board as a condition for the awarding of a high school
598 diploma. Said regulations shall further provide for appropriate accommodations in the
599  administration of such test. Said regulations shall further provide for the awarding of a
600  special education diploma to any disabled student who is lawfully assigned to a special
601 education program and who does not achieve a passing score on said test or who has not
602 completed all of the requirements for a high school diploma but who has nevertheless

603  completed his or her Individualized Education Program.

604 (d)(1) The State Board of Education shall develop or adopt alternate assessments to be
605 administered to eaeh i i i

606

607

608 those students with significant cognitive disabilities, receiving special education services
609 pursuant to Code Section 20-2-152, who cannot access the state adopted content
610 standards without appropriate accommodations to those standards and for whom the

611 assessment instruments adopted under stbsectiont subsections (a) and (f) of this Code

612 section, even with allowable medifications accommodations, would not provide an

613 appropriate measure of student achievement, as determined by the student's

614 Individualized Education Program team. A-student'stntividualizedEducationProgram
615 may-serve-as-an-alternate-assessmentfor-that-student:

616 (2) A student's Individualized Education Program team shall determine appropriate
617 participation in assessment and identify necessary accommodations in accordance with
618 the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and state board regulations.

619 (e) The State Board of Education is authorized to adopt rules, regulations, policies, and
620 procedures regarding accommodations and the participation of limited-English-proficient
621 students, as defined in Code Section 20-2-156, in the assessments described in this Code
622 section.

623 (f) The State Board of Education shall adopt end-of-course assessments for students in
624 grades nine through 12 for all core subjects to be determined by the state board. For those
625 students with an Individualized Education Program, the student's Individualized Education
626 Program team shall determine appropriate participation in assessments and identify
627 necessary accommodations in accordance with the federal Individuals with Disabilities

628 Education Act and state board requlations.

629 () Under rules adopted by the State Board of Education, the Department of Education
630 shall, subject to appropriations by the General Assembly, release some or all of the
631 questions and answers to each criterion-referenced competency test administered under

632 subsection (a) of this Code section and each end-of-course assessment administered under
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633 subsection (e) of this Code section after the last time the instrument is administered for a
634  school year.

635 (h) The State Board of Education, through the Department of Education, shall administer
636  the end-of-course assessments for core subject areas as defined by state board policy. The
637 state board shall promulgate a schedule for the development and administration of all
638 end-of-course tests. By the 2015-2016 school year, the State Board of Education shall
639 make all end-of-course assessments available online and shall establish rules and
640 regulations to maximize the number of students and school systems utilizing such online
641 assessments.

642 (1) The Department of Education shall develop study guides for the criterion-referenced
643  testsand end-of-course assessments administered pursuant to subsections (a) and (f) of this
644 Code section. Each school system shall distribute the study guides to students who do not
645 perform satisfactorily on one or more parts of an assessment instrument administered under
646 this Code section and to the parents or guardians of such students.

647 (1)(1) The high school graduation test provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section

648 shall continue in effect until all high school core subject end-of-course assessments have
649 been developed and implemented, at which time the state board shall discontinue the test
650 according to a schedule to be determined by the state board.

651 (2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules and regulations requiring the results
652 of core subject end-of-course assessments to be included as a factor in a student's final
653 grade in the core subject course for which the end-of-course assessment is given.

654 (K)t) In addition to the assessment instruments adopted by the State Board of Education

655 and administered by the Department of Education, a local school system may adopt and
656 administer criterion-referenced or norm-referenced assessment instruments, or both, at
657 any grade level. Such locally adopted assessment instruments may not replace the state's
658 adopted assessment instruments for purposes of state accountability programs, except as
659 otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection. A local school system shall be
660 responsible for all costs and expenses incurred for locally adopted assessment
661 instruments. Students with Individualized Education Programs must be included in the
662 locally adopted assessments or provided an alternate assessment in accordance with the
663 federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

664

665

666

667

668

669
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670
671
672
673
674

675 () In adopting academic skills assessment instruments under this Code section, the State

676 Board of Education or local school system shall ensure the security of the instruments in
677 their preparation, administration, and scoring. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
678 meetings or portions of meetings held by the state board or a local board of education at
679  which individual assessment instruments or assessment instrument items are discussed or
680 adopted shall not be open to the public, and the assessment instruments or assessment
681 instrument items shall be confidential.

682 (m) The results of individual student performance on academic skills assessment
683 instruments administered under this Code section shall be confidential and may be released
684 only in accordance with the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974,
685 20 U.S.C. Section 1232g.

686 (n) Overall student performance data shall be disaggregated by ethnicity, sex,
687 socioeconomic status, disability, language proficiency, grade level, subject area, school,
688  system, and other categories determined by policies established by the Office of Student
689  Achievement.

690 (o) Student performance data shall be made available to the public, with appropriate
691 interpretations, by the State Board of Education, the Office of Student Achievement, and
692 local school system. The information made available to the public shall not contain the
693 names of individual students or teachers.

694 (p) Teachers in grades one through 12 shall be offered the opportunity to participate
695 annually in a staff development program on the use of tests within the instructional
696 program designed to improve students' academic achievement. This program shall instruct
697 teacherson curriculumalignment related to tests, disaggregated student test data to identify
698 student academic weaknesses by subtests, and other appropriate applications as determined
699 by the State Board of Education.

700 () The State Board of Education shall consider the passage by a student of an industry
701 certification examination or a state licensure examination which is approved by the State
702 Board of Education when considering whether to grant such student a variance for one or
703 more portions of the high school graduation test required by the State Board of Education
704 pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section in order to obtain a Georgia high school

705 diploma; provided, however, that the state board shall not grant a variance to a student
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706 unless the student has attempted and failed to pass the relevant portion of the high school

707 graduation test at least four times.”

708 SECTION 26.

709 Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-290, relating to organization
710 of schools, middle school programs, and schedule, as follows:

711 "20-2-290.

712 (a)x) The board of education of any local school system is authorized to organize or

713 reorganize the schools and fix the grade levels to be taught at each school in its

714 jurisdiction.
715 i

716

717

718

719

720

721 2)(b) The board of education of any local school system shall be authorized to employ
722 school administrative managers in lieu of or in addition to assistant principals. Such
723 school administrative managers shall not be required to be certificated by the Professional
724 Standards Commission but shall have such qualifications as determined by the local
725 board with a minimum requirement of a bachelor's degree. The duties of school
726 administrative managers shall be to oversee and manage the financial and business affairs
727 of the school. The principal shall retain authority over the curriculum and instructional
728 areas. The school administrative manager shall report directly to the principal. In the
729 event that a local board considers hiring or utilizing school administrative managers
730 pursuant to this subsection, it shall receive and give all due consideration to
731 recommendations by the school council as to whether or not to utilize such position and
732 as to selection of the manager. Existing employees of the local board shall be eligible to
733 serve as school administrative managers if they meet other qualifications and
734 requirements established by the local board for such position. For purposes of earning
735 funds for such positions, school administrative managers shall be treated in all respects
736 the same as assistant principals.

737 '

738

739

740

741
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SECTION 27.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-306, relating

to honors program and residential high school program, as follows:

"(@) The StateBoard—of Education Office of Student Achievement is authorized to

tnatgtrate continue and administer an honors program for students in the public and

private high schools of this state and for resident students who attend a home sehoet study
program who have manifested exceptional abilities or unique potentials or who have made
exceptional academic achievements. This program shall be conducted during summer
months between normal school year terms at institutions of higher learning or other
appropriate centers within this state with facilities adequate to provide challenging
opportunities for advanced study and accomplishments by such students. The student
honors program shall be implemented and operated in accordance with criteria established
by the state-board Office of Student Achievement, and operating costs shall be paid by the

state-board Office of Student Achievement from funds made available for this purpose by
the General Assembly. The state-board Office of Student Achievement is authorized to

enter into cooperative agreements with the Board of Regents of the University System of

Georgia for operating and sharing the costs of such programs.”

SECTION 28.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-314, relating to development
of rape prevention, personal safety education, and teen dating violence prevention program,

as follows:
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"20-2-314.

The State Board of Education shall develop, with input from appropriate experts, such as
rape crisis centers and family violence shelters, a rape prevention and personal safety
education program and a program for preventing teen dating violence for grade eight
through grade 12 which are consistent with the eere—ctrrictHtm state mandated content

standards provided for in Code Section 20-2-140. Local boards may implement such
programs at any time and for any grade level local boards find appropriate, and the state
board shall encourage the implementation of such programs. In addition, the state board
shall make information regarding such programs available to the Board of Regents of the

University System of Georgia.”

SECTION 29.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (j) of Code Section 20-2-315, relating
to the prohibition of gender discrimination, as follows:
"(J) The Department of Education shal may publish an annual report of local school
systems to include information regarding expenditures and participation rates for each

gender and such other information as the state board and department deem relevant.”

SECTION 30.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-319.1, relating to the Georgia
Virtual School, as follows:
"20-2-319.1.
(a) The State Board of Education is authorized to establish the Georgia Virtual School
whereby students may enroll in state-furided courses via the Internet or in any other manner
not involving on-site interaction with a teacher. Any Georgia student who is age 21 or
younger shall be eligible to enroll in the Georgia Virtual School;-atho-costto-the-student.
The State Board of Education is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations pertaining
to the Georgia Virtual School. Such rules and regulations, if established, shall include, at
a minimum, a process for students to enroll in Georgia Virtual School courses and a
process whereby a student's grade in the course is reported on the student's transcript. All
teachers who provide instruction through the Georgia Virtual School shall be certified by
the Professional Standards Commission. A local school system shall not prohibit any
student from taking a course through the Georgia Virtual School, regardless of whether the
school in which the student is enrolled offers the same course.
(b)(1) The department is authorized to establish a Georgia Virtual School grant account
with funds appropriated by the General Assembly. The department shall use funds from

thts such grant account to pay for costs associated with the Georgia Virtual School
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incurred by the department, including, but not limited to, actual costs associated with the
maintenance of the Georgia Virtual School, such as new course development, credit

recovery, blended learning training, and operating a eleartrghotse clearing-house, and

costs for tuition, materials, and fees for courses taken through the Georgia Virtual School

by students in home study programs or private schools in this state.

(2) The local school system shall pay to the department costs for tuition, materials, and
fees directly related to the approved course taken by a student in its school system
through the Georgia Virtual School; provided, however, that in no event shall the amount
of tuition charged to the local school system exceed $250.00 per student per semester

course; and provided, further, that if a student participates in courses through the Georgia

Virtual School that are in excess of the maximum number of courses a student may be

enrolled in during a school day, such student shall be subject to the cost of tuition not to

exceed $250.00 per student per semester course.

(3) _Students in home study programs and private schools in this state may enroll in

courses through the Georgia Virtual School at no cost, if appropriations are provided for

such purpose in accordance with paragraph (1) of this subsection. If appropriations are

not provided or if appropriations are provided but have been expended for such purpose,

students in home study programs and private schools in this state may enroll in courses

through the Georgia Virtual School based on availability of slots; provided, however, that

such students shall be subject to the cost of tuition not to exceed $250.00 per student per

semester course.

(c) The Georgia Virtual School shall not be considered a school for purposes of Article 2
of Chapter 14 of this title.”

SECTION 31.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section
20-2-319.3, relating to the online clearing-house of interactive distance learning courses, as
follows:
"(2) 'Clearing-house' means the clearing-house established pursuant to subsection tb)(c)

of this Code section.”

SECTION 32.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-319.4, relating to virtual
instruction programs, notice of opportunities, mechanisms for compliance, approved

providers, approval status, and curriculum plan, as follows:
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843  "20-2-319.4.

844 (a) Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, each local school system shall provide
845 opportunities to all students in grades three through 12 enrolled in public schools within
846 its boundaries for participation in part-time and full-time virtual instruction program
847 options. Written notice of such opportunities, including an open enrollment period for
848  full-time students of at least 90 days and not ending earlier than 30 days prior to the first
849 day of the school year, shall be provided directly to parents of all students. The purpose
850 of the program shall be to make quality virtual instruction available to students using online
851 and distance learning technology in the nontraditional classroom. The program shall
852 provide at least three options for:

853 (1) Full-time virtual instruction for students enrolled in grades three through 12; and
854 (2) Part-time virtual instruction for students enrolled in grades three through 12.

855 A virtual instruction program conducted by a local school system shall include specific
856  proviston provisions for at least two full-time options and one part-time option for students
857 enrolled in dropout prevention and academic intervention programs or Department of
858  Juvenile Justice education programs under Code Section 20-2-133.

859 (b) To provide students with the option of participating in virtual instruction programs as
860 required by subsection (a) of this Code section, a local school system may apply one or all

861 of the following mechanisms:

862 (1) Facilitate enrollment in the Georgia Virtual School established pursuant to Code
863 Section 20-2-319.1;
864 (2) Facilitate enrollment in one or more courses pursuant to the clearing-house

865 established pursuant to Code Section 20-2-319.3;

866 2)(3) Enter into a contract with af-approved a provider thderstbsection{ejofthisCode
867 section for the provision of a full-time program under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of

868 this Code section or a part-time program under paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of this
869 Code section; or

870 £3)(4) Enter into an agreement with another local school system or systems to allow the
871 participation of its students in an approved virtual instruction program provided by such
872 other local school system or systems. The agreement shall indicate a process for the

873 transfer of funds.

874 Contracts and agreements entered into pursuant to paragraph {23(3) or 3)(4) of this
875 subsection may include multidistrict contractual arrangements that may be executed by a
876 regional educational service agency for its member school systems.

877 i
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879




14 LC 33 5451

880
881
882
883
884
885
886
887
888
889
890
891
892
893
894
895
896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
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910  f{e)(c) Each contract entered into pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of this Code

911  section with arapptroved a provider shall at a minimum set forth a detailed curriculum plan
912 that illustrates how students will be provided services for, and be measured for attainment

913 of, proficiency in state etrrietttm requirements for state mandated content standards for

914  each grade level and subject.”
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SECTION 33.
Said chapter is further amended by repealing Code Section 20-2-319.5, relating to report on
assisting local boards of education in acquiring digital learning, and designating said Code

section as reserved.

SECTION 34.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (5) of Code Section 20-2-326, relating
to definitions relative to the "Building Resourceful Individuals to Develop Georgia's
Economy Act," as follows:
"(5) 'Focused program of study' means a rigorous academic core combined with a focus
in mathematics and science; a focus in humanities, fine arts, and foreign language; or a
coherent sequence of career pathway courses that is aligned with graduation requirements
established by the State Board of Education and ettricttumreeirements state mandated

content standards established pursuant to Part 2 of this article that prepares a student for

postsecondary education or immediate employment after high school graduation.”

SECTION 35.
Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of Code Section 20-2-329, relating
to requirements for high schools that receive a reform grant, as follows:
(1) Provide focused programs of study which are designed to provide a well-rounded
education for students by fostering artistic creativity, critical thinking, and self-discipline
through the teaching of academic content, knowledge, and skills that students will use in
the workplace, further education, and life. The focused programs of study, whether
provided at a choice technical high school, a college and career academy, a traditional
high school, or on site at a technical school or college or a public college or university,
shall be aligned with graduation requirements established by the State Board of Education
and eurrictumregtirements state mandated content standards established pursuant to

Part 2 of this article, including, at a minimum, four years of mathematics, Algebra | and

higher, and four years of English, with an emphasis on developing reading and writing

skills to meet college and career readiness standards;”

SECTION 36.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 20-2-690, relating
to educational entities and requirements for private schools and home study programs, as
follows:

"(c) Parents or guardians may teach their children at home in a home study program, unless

specifically prohibited by court order, which meets the following requirements:
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(1) The parent, parents, or guardian must submit within 30 days after the establishment
of a home study program and by September 1 annually thereafter a declaration of intent
to utilize a home study program to the Department of Education, which shall provide for
written or electronic submittal of such declaration of intent;

(2) The declaration shall include a list of the names and ages of the students who are
enrolled in the home study program, the address where the home study program is

located, the local school system in which the home study program is located, and a

statement of the 12 month period that is to be considered the school year for that home
study program. Enrollment records and reports shall not be used for any purpose except
providing necessary enrollment information, except with the permission of the parent or
guardian of a child, or pursuant to the subpoena of a court of competent jurisdiction;
(3) Parents or guardians may teach only their own children in the home study program,
provided the teaching parent or guardian possesses at least a high school diploma or a
general educational development diploma, but the parents or guardians may employ a
tutor who holds a high school diploma or a general educational development diploma to
teach such children;

(4) The home study program shall provide a basic academic educational program which
includes, but is not limited to, reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, and
science;

(5) The home study program must provide instruction each 12 months to home study
students equivalent to 180 school days of education with each school day consisting of
at least four and one-half school hours unless the child is physically unable to comply
with the rule provided for in this paragraph;

(6) The parent or guardian shall have the authority to execute any document required by
law, rule, regulation, or policy to evidence the enrollment of a child in a home study
program, the student's full-time or part-time status, the student's grades, or any other
required educational information. Thisshall include, but not be limited to, documents for
purposes of verification of attendance by the Department of Driver Services, for the
purposes set forth in subsection (a.1) of Code Section 40-5-22, documents required
pursuant to Chapter 2 of Title 39 relating to employment of minors, and any documents
required to apply for the receipt of state or federal public assistance;

(7) Students in home study programs shall be subject to an appropriate nationally
standardized testing program administered in consultation with a person trained in the
administration and interpretation of norm reference tests to evaluate their educational
progress at least every three years beginning at the end of the third grade and records of
such tests and scores shall be retained but shall not be required to be submitted to public

educational authorities; and
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(8) The home study program instructor shall write an annual progress assessment report
which shall include the instructor's individualized assessment of the student's academic
progress in each of the subject areas specified in paragraph (4) of this subsection, and
such progress reports shall be retained by the parent, parents, or guardian of children in

the home study program for a period of at least three years.”

SECTION 37.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 20-2-1160,
relating to local board tribunals to determine school law controversies, appeals, and special

provisions for disabled children, as follows:

"(b) Any party aggrieved by a decision of the local board rendered on a contested issue
after a hearing shall have the right to appeal therefrom to the State Board of Education.
The appeal shall be in writing and shall distinctly set forth the question in dispute, the
decision of the local board, and a concise statement of the reasons why the decision is
complained of; and the party taking the appeal shall also file with the appeal a transcript
of testimony certified as true and correct by the local school superintendent. The appeal
shall be filed with the superintendent within 30 days of the decision of the local board, and
within ten days thereafter it shall be the duty of the superintendent to transmit a copy of the
appeal together with the transcript of evidence and proceedings, the decision of the local
board, and other matters in the file relating to the appeal to the state board. The state board

shall adopt regulations governing the procedure for hearings before the local board and

proceedings before it. The state board may affirm, reverse, or remand the local board

decision or may refer the matter to mediation.”

SECTION 38.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new paragraph to Code Section 20-2-2062,

relating to definitions, to read as follows:

’(1.2) 'Charter authorizer' or 'authorizer' means the State Board of Education, the State

Charter Schools Commission, a local board of education, or any other entity in this state

authorized to approve or deny charter petitions pursuant to this article or Article 31A.”

SECTION 39.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new subsection to Code Section 20-2-2063,

relating to charter petitions, to read as follows:

“(e) The State Board of Education shall establish rules, requlations, policies, and

procedures to provide a separate and expedited petition process for high-performing charter

schoolsto replicate, renew, or expand their school design. Such rules, requlations, policies,

H. B. 897
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1020 and procedures shall require the charter school replication, renewal, or expansion petition

1021 to contain evidence of academic success for the school design that the charter school

1022 petitioner intends to replicate, renew, or expand, along with proof that the petitioner has

1023 the financial and human resources necessary to replicate, renew or expand the design

1024 successfully.”

1025 SECTION 40.

1026  Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 20-2-2064.1, relating to review of
1027 charter by state board and charters for state chartered special schools, as follows:

1028  "20-2-2064.1.

1029 (a) Prior to approval or denial of a charter petition under this Code section, the state board
1030  shall receive and give all due consideration to the recommendation and input from the
1031 Charter Advisory Committee established in Code Section 20-2-2063.1.

1032 (b) The state board shall approve the charter of a charter petitioner if the petition has been
1033 approved by the local board of the local school system in which the proposed charter
1034  school will be located and the state board finds, after receiving input from the Charter
1035 Advisory Committee, that the petition complies with the rules, regulations, policies, and
1036 procedures promulgated in accordance with Code Section 20-2-2063 and the provisions of

1037 this title and is in the public interest. The state board shall approve or deny a petition and

1038 execute the charter contract no later than 90 days after a local board approves such petition.

1039 If the state board denies a petition, it must within 60 days of such denial specifically state

1040  the reasons for the denial, list all deficiencies with regard to Code Section 20-2-2063, and
1041  provide a written statement of the denial to the charter petitioner and to the local board.

1042 (c) No application for a state chartered special school may be made to the state board by
1043 a petitioner for a conversion charter school that has been denied by a local board. Upon
1044 denial of a petition for a start-up charter school by a local board and upon application to
1045  the state board by the petitioner, the state board shall approve the charter of a start-up
1046 charter petitioner for a state chartered special school if the state board finds, after receiving
1047 input from the Charter Advisory Committee, that such petition meets the requirements set
1048 forth in Code Section 20-2-2063 and the provisions of this title, and is in the public interest.

1049 The state board shall approve or deny a petition for a state chartered special school and

1050 execute the charter contract no later than 90 days after the state board receives a petitioner's

1051 application.”

1052 SECTION 41.

1053 Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

H. B. 897
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1054 "20-2-2064.2.
1055 (a)_The General Assembly finds that:

1056 (1) A quality charter authorizer engages in responsible oversight of charter schools by
1057 ensuring that schools have both the autonomy to which they are entitled and the public
1058 accountability for which they are responsible; and

1059 (2) Charter authorizers should be guided by the following three core principles of charter
1060 authorizing:

1061 (A) Maintain high standards for charter schools;

1062 (B) Uphold charter school autonomy; and

1063 (C) Protect student and public interests.

1064 (b) To solicit, encourage, and quide the development of quality charter school petitions,

1065 the State Board of Education shall establish rules, requlations, policies, and procedures

1066 requiring every charter authorizer that oversees a charter school or that has received a

1067 charter petition to develop and annually publish a policy statement that:

1068 (1) Presents the authorizer's strategic vision for chartering, including a clear statement
1069 of any preferences the authorizer might grant to petitions that help at-risk students;
1070 (2) Includes or otherwise directs petitioners to the performance framework that the
1071 authorizer has established for charter school oversight and evaluation:;

1072 (3) Includes the criteria that will guide the authorizer's decision to approve or deny a
1073 petition;

1074 (4) States clear, appropriately detailed questions as well as guidelines concerning the
1075 format and content essential for petitioners to demonstrate the capacities necessary to
1076 establish and operate a successful charter school; and

1077 (5) Requires charter petitioners to provide or describe thoroughly all of the contents of
1078 a charter petition.

1079 (c) A charter authorizer's petition review process shall include thorough evaluation of each

1080 written charter petition, an in-person interview with the petitioner, and an opportunity in

1081 a public meeting for local residents or other interested persons to learn about and provide

1082 comment on each petition.

1083 (d)__An authorizer shall monitor the performance and legal compliance of the charter

1084 schools it oversees, including collecting and analyzing data to support ongoing evaluation

1085 according to the charter. Every authorizer shall have the authority to conduct or require

1086 oversight activities that enable the authorizer to fulfill its responsibilities, including

1087 conducting appropriate inquiries and investigations, so long as those activities adhere to

1088 the terms of the charter and do not unduly inhibit the autonomy granted to charter schools.

1089 (e) Each authorizer shall annually publish and provide a performance report for each

1090 charter school it oversees. The authorizer may require each charter school it oversees to

H. B. 897
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1091 submit an annual report to assist the authorizer in gathering complete information about

1092 each school, consistent with the authorizer's performance framework.

1093 (f) _In the event that a charter school's performance or legal compliance appears

1094 unsatisfactory, the authorizer shall promptly notify the charter school of the perceived

1095 problem and provide reasonable opportunity for the charter school to remedy the problem,

1096 unless the problem warrants termination in which case provisions of Code Section
1097 20-2-2068 or 20-2-2083 and the terms of the charter apply.

1098 () _Every authorizer shall have the authority to take appropriate corrective actions or

1099 exercise sanctions short of termination in _response to apparent deficiencies in charter

1100 school performance or legal compliance. Such actions or sanctions may include, if

1101 warranted, requiring a charter school to develop and execute a corrective action plan within

1102 a specified time frame.
1103 (h) The state board shall identify the charter authorizers that fail to satisfy the requirements

1104 of subsection (b) of this Code section in its annual report to the General Assembly pursuant
1105 to Code Section 20-2-2070.”

1106 SECTION 42.

1107 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) through (c) and by adding new
1108 subsections to Code Section 20-2-2068.1, relating to charter school funding, as follows:
1109  “(a) A local charter school shall be included in the allotment of QBEformttaearnings;
1110 i i

1111 grants to the local school system in which the local charter school is located under Article

apphcable-QBEgrantsapphcable non-QBESstategrants; state funds and applicable federal

1112 6 of this chapter. The local board and the state board shall treat a eerverstor local charter
1113  school no less favorably than other local schools located within the applicable local school
1114 system unless otherwise provided by law. Fhetecal-beard-antthe-state-board-shat-treat
1115 th t
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126 -2-184-1;
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1127 (b)(1) The following funds shall be distributed by the local board to a local charter
1128 school:

1129 (A) QBE formula earnings and QBE grants earned by the local charter school based
1130 on the school's enrollment, school profile, and student characteristics. QBE formula
1131 earnings shall include the salary portion of direct instructional costs, the adjustment for
1132 training and experience, the nonsalary portion of direct instructional costs, and earnings
1133 for psychologists and school social workers, school and district administration, facility
1134 maintenance and operation, media centers, additional days of instruction in accordance
1135 with Code Section 20-2-184.1, and staff development, as determined by the department;
1136 and

1137 (B) A proportional share of earned state categorical grants, non-QBE state grants,
1138 transportation grants, school nutrition grants, and all other state grants, except state
1139 equalization grants, as determined by the department.

1140 (2) The local charter school shall report enrolled students in a manner consistent with

1141 Code Section 20-2-160.
1142 (c) In addition to the earnings set out in subsection (b) of this Code section, local revenue

1143 earnings for a local charter school shall be equal to the average amount of the total

1144 revenues less federal revenues less state revenues other than equalization grants per
1145  full-time equivalent for the school system. toeatrevente-shaltbe-alocatedtoatoecalcharter
1146 i i
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
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1164 thatrothtrg Nothing in this subsection shall preclude a charter petitioner and a local board
1165 of education from specifying in the charter a greater amount of local funds to be provided
1166 by the local board to the local start=tip charter school if agreed upon by all parties to the
1167 charter. Local funds so earned shall be distributed to the local start=ttp charter school by
1168 the local board. W i i i t
1169

1170  fiscal matters, including applicable federal allotments, the local board shall treat the local

1171  start=up charter school no less favorably than other local schools located within the

1172 applicable school system a6
1173 i
1174
1175

1176 (i) _The per student funding formula based on the school's projected enrollment, school

1177 profile, and student characteristics that is included in a charter petition which is approved

1178 by a local board shall be binding on such local board and the local board shall ensure that

1179 the charter school receives, at a minimum, the proportional level of state, local, and federal

1180 funding provided in such charter petition and approved charter.

1181 (1) _No later than April 1 of each year, a local charter school shall notify the local board and

1182 the department and a state chartered special school shall notify the department of the

1183 funding estimates calculated pursuant to this subsection for any new local charter school

1184 or state chartered special school and for any new grade levels or for a level of enrollment

1185 growth in an existing grade level specified in the charter offered by existing local charter

1186 schools or state chartered special schools. For purposes of funding students enrolled in a

1187 local charter school or a state chartered special school and prior to the initial student count,

1188 the local board or department, respectively, shall calculate and distribute, no later than July

1189 1, the initial funding payment for the local charter school or state chartered special school

1190 on the basis of the funding estimate provided in this subsection. Nothing in this subsection

1191 shall be construed to require the department to conduct more than two student counts per

1192 year.”

1193 SECTION 43.

1194 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (h) of Code Section 20-2-2068.2,
1195 relating to facilities fund for charter schools, purposes which funds may be used, upkeep of
1196 charter school property, and availability of unused facilities, as follows:

1197 “(h)(1) As used in this subsection, the term:

1198 (A) 'Underutilized facility' means a school building or other local board of education
1199 owned building in which less than 40 percent of the square footage of the building is
H. B. 897
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being used for direct student instruction or critical administration purposes, and for

which no offer to purchase has been executed.

(B) 'Unused facility' means an excess or surplus school building or other local board

of education owned building that is or could be appropriate for school use.

(2) Each local board of education shall make its unused facilities available to local
charter schools. The terms of the use of such a facility by the charter school shall be
subject to negotiation between the board and the local charter school and shall be
memorialized as a separate agreement. A local charter school that is allowed to use such
a facility under such an agreement shall not sell or dispose of any interest in such
property without the written permission of the local board. A local charter school may
not be charged a rental or leasing fee for the existing facility or for property normally
used by the public school which became the local charter school. A local charter school
that receives property from a local board may not sell or dispose of such property without
the written permission of the local board.

(3)(A) A charter school or a state charter school, as defined in Code Section 20-2-2081,

shall have a right of first refusal to purchase or lease at or below fair market value an

unused or underutilized facility. If, at the time a facility first becomes unused or

underutilized, the local board that owns the facility has a plan to reuse the facility

within a 12 month period, the local board shall not be required to include the facility

in its submission to the department. However, an owner may exclude an unused or

underutilized facility from the annual data base only once. Each local board of

education shall annually, by a deadline and in accordance with quidelines established

by the department, submit to the department a list of its unused and underutilized

facilities. The department shall, based on the submissions of the local board, publish

to its website a searchable data base of unused and underutilized facilities.

(B) The department shall monitor the searchable data base and notify all charter

schools and state charter schools of unused and underutilized facilities that are available

and may be appropriate for school use.

(C) _The department shall establish an application process for charter schools and state

charter schools to purchase or lease unused or underutilized facilities. The local board

that owns the unused or underutilized facility shall receive any funds received from the

sale or lease of such facility under its control.

(D) In the event more than one charter school or state charter school applies to

purchase or lease an unused or underutilized facility, the local board shall establish a

competitive bidding process. In scoring bids, the local board shall give weight to

academic quality, financial health, community impact, and the program design of the

charter school. If the local board receives two or more bids of equal score, the local

H. B. 897
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board shall accept a bid based on a random draw conducted at a public hearing. The

department may establish quidelines on how the competitive bidding process must be

conducted.

(E) This paragraph shall not be interpreted to limit the ability of a local school to

convert to a charter school pursuant to Code section 20-2-2064 or to limit the ability of

a local board to provide a facility to a local charter school pursuant to paragraph (2) of

this subsection.”

SECTION 44.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) and paragraph (1) of subsection

(c) of Code Section 20-2-2083, relating to powers and duties of the State Charter Schools

Commission, as follows:

(@) The commission shall have the power to:

(1) Approve or deny petitions for state charter schools and renew, nonrenew, or
terminate state charter school petitions in accordance with rules and regulations
established pursuant to this article. At its discretion, the commission may preliminarily
approve a petition for a state charter school before the petitioner has secured space,
equipment, or personnel, if the petitioner indicates such preliminary approval is necessary
for it to raise working capital. The State Board of Education shall review and may
overrule the approval or renewal of a state charter school by the commission within 66
90 days of such decision by the commission upon a majority vote of the members of the
state board; and

(2) Conduct facility and curriculum reviews of state charter schools.”

"(c)(1) The commission shall establish rules and regulations requiring each state charter
school to provide adequate notice of its enrollment procedures;tactuteing-any-proviston

pe MO atrtetmtneeventtnattne oMo O appriCationNsSto€ntoO Athe-SCn EXCEEaS

the-capacity-of the-program,grade,or-scheol. A state charter school shall enroll any

student who resides in the charter attendance zone as specified in the charter and who

submits a timely application as specified in the charter unless the number of applications

exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building. In such case, all such

applicants shall have an equal chance of being admitted through a random selection

process unless otherwise prohibited by law; provided, however, that a state charter school

may give enrollment preference to applicants in any one or more of the following

categories in the order of priority specified in the charter:

(A) _Students who reside in _a specified political subdivision within the charter

attendance zone. For purposes of this subparagraph, a political subdivision means a

H. B. 897
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local school system, county, municipal corporation, consolidated city-county

government, or other political subdivision of the state, any local authority, local body

corporate, or local public corporation created by or pursuant to the Constitution of

Georgia or any general, local, or special Act of the General Assembly, or any special

district or community improvement district of the state;

(B) A sibling of a student enrolled in the state charter school:;

(C) Assibling of a student enrolled in another local school designated in the charter;

(D) A student whose parent or guardian is a member of the governing board of the state

charter school or is a full-time teacher, professional, or other employee at the state

charter school;

(E) Students matriculating from a local school designated in the charter; and

(F) Children who matriculate from a pre-kindergarten program which is associated

with the state charter school, including, but not limited to, programs which share

common facilities or campuses with the school or programs which have established a

partnership or cooperative efforts with the school.”

SECTION 45.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) through (c) of Code Section

20-2-2084, relating to petition for charter schools, requirements of school, governing board

membership, and annual training, as follows:

"(a) Petitions submitted to the commission shall be subject to rules and regulations

established pursuant to this article. The commission may establish application deadlines

to submit petitions to the commission, which shall include, at a minimum, June 1 and

December 1 of each vear.

(b) The commission shall be authorized to approve a petition for a state charter school that

meets the following requirements:

(1) Has a state-wide attendance zone, which may include a school which provides

instruction in a physical location or which solely provides virtual instruction; or

(2)(A) Has a defined attendance zone; and

(B) Demonstrates that it has special characteristics, such as a special population, a
special curriculum, or some other feature or features which enhance educational
opportunities, which may include the demonstration of a need to enroll students across
multiple communities or an alternative delivery system; provided, however, that the
petitioner shall demonstrate a reasonable justification for any proposed special

curriculum that has a narrow or limited focus.

(c)(1) For petitions for state charter schools with a state-wide attendance zone, the

petitioner shall submit such petition to the commission and concurrently to the local

H. B. 897
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board of education in which the school is proposed to be located for information
purposes; provided, however, that this shall not apply to a proposed state charter school
which will solely provide virtual instruction.

(2) For petitions for state charter schools with a defined attendance zone, the petitioner
shall concurrently submit such petition to the commission, to the local board of education
in which the school is proposed to be located, and to each local school system from which
the proposed school plans to enroll students. The commission shall not act on a petition
unless the local board of education in which the school is proposed to be located denies
the petition; provided, however, that such local board shall approve or deny the petition
no later than 66 90 days after its submission, as required pursuant to subsection (b) of
Code Section 20-2-2064; titessthepetitionerreguestedanextenston. Failure to approve
or deny such petition by such local board, in violation of Code Section 20-2-2064, shall
be deemed a denial for purposes of this paragraph. A local board that has denied a
petition for a state charter school shall be permitted to present to the commission in
writing or in person the reasons for denial and the deficiencies in such petition resulting
in such denial.

(3) The commission may take into consideration any support or opposition by the local
board of education or local boards of education on the start-up charter school petition
when it votes to approve or deny a corresponding state charter school petition. The

commission shall approve or deny a petition no later than 90 days after its submission to

the commission.”

SECTION 46.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (d) of Code Section

20-2-2089, relating to funding for state charter schools, as follows:

"(a)(1) The earnings for a student in a state charter school shall be equal to the earnings
for any other student with similar student characteristics in a state charter school,
regardless of the local school system in which the student resides or the school system
in which the state charter school is located, and, except as otherwise provided in
paragraph (2) of this subsection, the department shall pay to each state charter school
through appropriation of state funds an amount equal to the sum of:
(A)(i) QBE formula earnings and QBE grants earned by the state charter school
based on the school's enrollment, school profile, and student characteristics. For
purposes of this subparagraph, the term 'QBE formula earnings' means funds earned
for the Quality Basic Education Formula pursuant to Code Section 20-2-161,
including the portion of such funds that are calculated in accordance with Code

Section 20-2-164. QBE formula earnings shall include the salary portion of direct

H. B. 897
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instructional costs, the adjustment for training and experience, the nonsalary portion
of direct instructional costs, and earnings for psychologists and school social workers,
school administration, facility maintenance and operation, media centers, additional
days of instruction in accordance with Code Section 20-2-184.1, and staff
development, as determined by the department.
(it) A proportional share of earned state categorical grants, non-QBE state grants,
transportation grants, school nutrition grants, and all other state grants, except state
equalization grants, as determined by the department;
(B) The average amount of the total revenues less federal revenues less state revenues
other than equalization grants per full-time equivalent for the lowest five school
systems ranked by assessed valuation per weighted full-time equivalent count, as
determined by the department; and
(C) The state-wide average total capital revenue per full-time equivalent, as determined
by the department.
(2) Inthe event that a state charter school offers virtual instruction:
(A) The amount of funds received pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of
this subsection shall be equal to two-thirds of such calculated amount; provided,
however, that this two-thirds amount may be increased by any amount up to the
originally calculated amount in the discretion of the commission if relevant factors
warrant such increase; and

(B) The commission may reduce the amount of funds received pursuant to

tastroetion on_a proportional basis if the school fails to provide documentation

confirming its capital expenditures per full-time equivalent are greater than or equal to

the state-wide average.

(3) Any funds deducted from a state charter school pursuant to Code Section 20-2-164,

representing the equivalent of a local school system's five mill share, shall be calculated

based only on funds received pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of this

subsection. For a state charter school that offers virtual instruction, the amount of the

deduction shall be reduced by one-third, unless the commission has increased the school's

calculated amount pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2) of this subsection, in

which case the deduction shall be proportionate to the amount of funding received.

€3)(4) For purposes of this subsection, the terms:
(A) 'Assessed valuation' is defined as 40 percent of the equalized adjusted property tax
digest reduced by the amount calculated pursuant to subsection (g) of Code Section
20-2-164.

H. B. 897
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(B) 'Assessed valuation per weighted full-time equivalent count' is defined as the
assessed valuation for the most recent year available divided by the weighted full-time
equivalent count for the year of the digest.”

"(d) No later than April 1 of each year, the state charter school shall notify the commission

and the department of the funding estimates calculated pursuant to this subsection for any

new state charter schools and for any new grade levels or for a level of enrollment growth

in an existing grade level specified in the charter. For purposes of funding students

enrolled in a state charter school irthe-firstyearofsuch-schoot'seperation-or-for-the-first

atletevet and prior to the initial

student count, the commission shall calculate and the department shall distribute, no later

than July 1, the initial funding payment for the state charter school on the basis of s

At Nothing in this Cede—section
subsection shall be construed to require the department to conduct more than two student

counts per year.”

SECTION 47.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

"20-2-2092.

(a) The commission shall have the power and authority to incorporate a nonprofit

corporation that could qualify as a public foundation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal

Revenue Code to aid the commission in carrying out any of its powers and in

accomplishing any of its purposes. Any nonprofit corporation created pursuant to this

power shall be created pursuant to Chapter 3 of Title 14, the 'Georgia Nonprofit

Corporation Code,' and the Secretary of State shall be authorized to accept such filing.

(b) Any nonprofit corporation created pursuant to this Code section shall be subject to the

following provisions:

(1) In accordance with the Constitution of Georgia, no governmental functions or

requlatory powers shall be conducted by any such nonprofit corporation;

(2) Upon dissolution of any such nonprofit corporation incorporated by the commission,

H. B. 897
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any assets shall revert to the commission or to any successor to the commission or, failing

such succession, to the State of Georqia;

(3) Asused in this paragraph, the term 'direct employee costs' means salary, benefits, and

travel expenses. To avoid the appearance of undue influence on requlatory functions by

donors, no donations to any such nonprofit corporation from private sources shall be used

for direct employee costs of the commission;

(4) _Any such nonprofit corporation shall be subject to all laws relating to open meetings

and the inspection of public records:

(5) The commission shall not be liable for the action or omission to act of any such

nonprofit corporation;

(6) No debts, bonds, notes, or other obligations incurred by any such nonprofit

corporation shall constitute an indebtedness or obligation of the State of Georgia nor shall

any act of any such nonprofit corporation constitute or result in the creation of an

indebtedness of the state. No holder or holders of any such bonds, notes, or other

obligations shall ever have the right to compel any exercise of the taxing power of the

state nor to enforce the payment thereof against the state; and

(7) _Any nonprofit corporation created pursuant to this Code section shall not acquire or

hold a fee simple interest in real property by any method, including but not limited to qgift,

purchase, condemnation, devise, court order, and exchange.

(c) Pursuant to this Code section, the commission may establish a nonprofit corporation

to be designated as the State Charter Schools Foundation to actively seek supplemental

revenue and in-kind goods and services to promote state charter schools and any other

purpose of the commission. Funds received by the foundation may be awarded through a

competitive grant process administered by the commission. The General Assembly may

appropriate funds for purposes of this foundation beginning in Fiscal Year 2015.

(d) Any nonprofit corporation created pursuant to this Code section shall make public and

provide an annual report showing the identity of all donors and the amount each person or

entity donated as well as all expenditures or other disposal of money or property donated.

Such report shall be provided to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and the chairpersons of the House Committee on Education and

the Senate Education and Youth Committee. Any such nonprofit corporation shall also

provide such persons with a copy of all corporate filings with the federal Internal Revenue

Service.”

SECTION 48.

1452  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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