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House Bill 512
By: Representatives Jasperse of the 11", Meadows of the 5", Roberts of the 155", Ballinger
of the 23", Powell of the 32", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 4 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to dangerous instrumentalities and practices, so as to change provisions relating to
carrying weapons in unauthorized locations; to provide for a short title; to provide for and
change definitions; to change provisions relating to carrying a weapon in government
buildings, places of worship, and bars; to revise the definition of school safety zones; to
change provisions relating to carrying weapons within certain school safety zones and at
school functions; to provide for the offense of unlawfully carrying a weapon into a secure
airport area; to allow persons who have had their weapons carry license revoked to be
eligible to be license holders under certain circumstances; to remove fingerprinting
requirements for renewal licenses; to change provisions relating to weapons carry licenses;
to change provisions relating to persons exempt from the provisions of Code Sections
16-11-126 through 16-11-127.2; to change legislative findings and provide for preemption
for weapons other than firearms; to provide for a cause of action and damages; to amend
Title 16, relating to crimes and offenses, and Article 27 of Chapter 2 of Title 20, relating to
loitering at or disrupting schools, so as to correct cross-references; to provide for related

matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

PART I
SECTION 1-1.

This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "Safe Carry Protection Act."”
SECTION 1-2.

Article 4 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to

dangerous instrumentalities and practices, is amended by revising subsection (d) of Code
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Section 16-11-126, relating to having or carrying handguns, long guns, or other weapons, as
follows:
"(d) Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun who
is eligible for a weapons carry license may transport a handgun or long gun in any private
passenger motor vehicle; provided, however, that private property owners or persons in
legal control of private property through a lease, rental agreement, licensing agreement,
contract, or any other agreement to control access to such private property shall have the

right to ferbid exclude or eject a person who is in possession of a weapon or long gun on

their private property in accordance with paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Code Section
16-7-21, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-135.”

SECTION 1-3.
Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 16-11-127, relating to carrying
weapons in unauthorized locations and penalty, as follows:

(@) As used in this Code section, the term:

2)(1) 'Courthouse' means a building occupied by judicial courts and containing rooms

in which judicial proceedings are held.
£3)(2) 'Government building' means:
(A) The building in which a government entity is housed;
(B) The building where a government entity meets in its official capacity; provided,
however, that if such building is not a publicly owned building, such building shall be
considered a government building for the purposes of this Code section only during the
time such government entity is meeting at such building; or
(C) The portion of any building that is not a publicly owned building that is occupied
by a government entity.
#4)(3) 'Government entity' means an office, agency, authority, department, commission,
board, body, division, instrumentality, or institution of the state or any county, municipal
corporation, consolidated government, or local board of education within this state.

£5)(4) 'Parking facility' means real property owned or leased by a government entity,

courthouse, jail, or prison;ptace-ef-worship,-orbar that has been designated by such

government entity, courthouse, jail, or prison;-ptace-efworship;-erbar for the parking of
motor vehicles at a government building, or at such courthouse, jail, or prison;ptace-of

H. B. 512
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(b) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section, a A person shall be guilty

of carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized location and punished as for a
misdemeanor when he or she carries a weapon or long gun while:
(1) Inagovernment building;
(2) Inacourthouse;
(3) Inajail or prison;
£5)(4) In a state mental health facility as defined in Code Section 37-1-1 which admits
individuals on an involuntary basis for treatment of mental illness, developmental
disability, or addictive disease; provided, however, that carrying a weapon or long gun
in such location in a manner in compliance with paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of this

Code section shall not constitute a violation of this subsection;

A(5) On the premises of a nuclear power facility, except as provided in Code Section

16-11-127.2, and the punishment provisions of Code Section 16-11-127.2 shall supersede

the punishment provisions of this Code section; or

£8)(6) Within 150 feet of any polling place, except as provided in subsection (i) of Code

Section 21-2-413.
(c) Exceptasprovided in Code Section 16-11-127.1, a license holder or person recognized
under subsection (e) of Code Section 16-11-126 shall be authorized to carry a weapon as
provided in Code Section 16-11-135 and in every location in this state not listed in
subsection (b) or (e) of this Code section; provided, however, that private property owners
or persons in legal control of private property through a lease, rental agreement, licensing
agreement, contract, or any other agreement to control access to such private property shall

have the right to forbte exclude or eject a person who is in possession of a weapon or long

gun on their private property in accordance with paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Code

Section 16-7-21, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-135. A violation of

subsection (b) of this Code section shall not create or give rise to a civil action for
damages.
(d) Subsection (b) of this Code section shall not apply:
(1) To the use of weapons or long guns as exhibits in a legal proceeding, provided such
weapons or long guns are secured and handled as directed by the personnel providing
courtroom security or the judge hearing the case;
(2) Toalicense holder who approaches security or management personnel upon arrival
at a location described in subsection (b) of this Code section and notifies such security

or management personnel of the presence of the weapon or long gun and explicitly
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-3-



97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108

109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132

13 LC 29 5575ER

follows the security or management personnel's direction for removing, securing, storing,
or temporarily surrendering such weapon or long gun; and

(3) Toaweapon or long gun possessed by a license holder which is under the possessor's
control in a motor vehicle or is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which
is in a locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on a motor vehicle and such
vehicle is parked in a parking facility.

(e) A license holder shall be authorized to carry a weapon in a government building or

courthouse if such building or courthouse is not protected by a security guard during the

hours it is open for business. A license holder violating this subsection shall be quilty of

amisdemeanor; provided, however, that such license holder who exits such location upon

his or her observation that such location has a security quard shall not be quilty of any

offense other than trespass if he or she refuses to leave the premises.”

SECTION 1-4.
Said article is further amended by revising subsection (a), paragraph (1) of subsection (b),
paragraphs (6) through (8) and paragraph (17) of subsection (c), and subsections (d), (e), and
(f) of Code Section 16-11-127.1, relating to carrying weapons within school safety zones, at
school functions, or on school property, as follows:
(@) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) 'Bus or other transportation furnished by a school' means a bus or other

transportation furnished by a public or private elementary or secondary school or a public

or private technical school, vocational school, college, university, or other institution of

postsecondary education.

(2) 'School function' means a school function or related activity for a public or private

elementary or secondary school or a public or private technical school, vocational school,

college, university, or other institution of postsecondary education.

H(3) 'School safety zone' means in or on any real property or building owned by or
leased to:
(A) Any any public or private elementary school, secondary school, or school board
and used for elementary or secondary education; and tr-or-on-the-campus-of-any
(B) Any public or private technical school, vocational school, college, university, or

other institution of postsecondary education and used for student housing or

competitive physical activity.

2)(4) 'Weapon' means and includes any pistol, revolver, or any weapon designed or
intended to propel a missile of any kind, or any dirk, bowie knife, switchblade knife,
ballistic knife, any other knife having a blade of two or more inches, straight-edge razor,

razor blade, spring stick, knuckles, whether made from metal, thermoplastic, wood, or

H. B. 512
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other similar material, blackjack, any bat, club, or other bludgeon-type weapon, or any
flailing instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts connected in such a manner as
to allow them to swing freely, which may be known as a nun chahka, nun chuck,
nunchaku, shuriken, or fighting chain, or any disc, of whatever configuration, having at
least two points or pointed blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which
may be known as a throwing star or oriental dart, or any weapon of like kind, and any
stun gun or taser as defined in subsection (a) of Code Section 16-11-106. This paragraph
excludes any of these instruments used for classroom work authorized by the teacher.
(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, it shall be
unlawful for any person to carry to or to possess or have under such person's control
while within a school safety zone or at a sehoot-butding; school function, er-sehoot
propetrty or on a bus or other transportation furnished by the a school any weapon or
explosive compound, other than fireworks the possession of which is regulated by
Chapter 10 of Title 25.”

"(6) A person who has been authorized in writing by a duly authorized official of the

sehoot a public or private elementary or secondary school or a public or private technical

school, vocational school, college, university, or other institution of postsecondary

education to have in such person's possession or use as part of any activity being

conducted at-a-school-butding,scheotproperty,of within a school safety zone or at a

school function a weapon which would otherwise be prohibited by this Code section.

Such authorization shall specify the weapon or weapons which have been authorized and
the time period during which the authorization is valid;

(7) A person who is licensed in accordance with Code Section 16-11-129 or issued a
permit pursuant to Code Section 43-38-10, when such person carries or picks up a student

ata-sehootbutding; within a school safety zone, at a school function, erseheotproperty

or on a bus or other transportation furnished by the a school or a person who is licensed

in accordance with Code Section 16-11-129 or issued a permit pursuant to Code Section
43-38-10 when he or she has any weapon legally kept within a vehicle when such vehicle
is parked at-steh-sehoetl-property within a school safety zone or is in transit through a
designated school safety zone;

(8) A weapon possessed by a license holder which is under the possessor's control in a
motor vehicle or which is in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which isin
a locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on a motor vehicle which is being
used by an adult over 21 years of age to bring to or pick up a student at-a-sehootbtutding;
within a school safety zone, at a school function, or seheetproperty-of on a bus or other
transportation furnished by the a school, or when such vehicle is used to transport
someone to an activity being conducted en-schootproperty within a school safety zone

H. B. 512
-5-



170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206

13 LC 29 5575ER
which has been authorized by a duly authorized official ef-the-seheot as provided by

paragraph (6) of this subsection; provided, however, that this exception shall not apply

to a student attending stieh a public or private elementary or secondary school;”

"(17) Teachers and other seheot personnel who are otherwise authorized to possess or
carry weapons, provided that any such weapon is in a locked compartment of a motor
vehicle or one which is in a locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on a
motor vehicle; or”
"(d)(1) This Code section shall not prohibit any person who resides or works in a
business or is in the ordinary course transacting lawful business or any person who is a
visitor of such resident located within a school safety zone from carrying, possessing, or
having under such person's control a weapon within a school safety zone; provided,
however, that it shall be unlawful for any such person to carry, possess, or have under
such person's control while at a sehoetbttding-or school function or on seheotproperty,;
a seheot bus; or other transportation furnished by the a school any weapon or explosive
compound, other than fireworks the possession of which is regulated by Chapter 10 of
Title 25.
(2) Any person who violates this subsection shall be subject to the penalties specified in
subsection (b) of this Code section.
(3) This subsection shall not be construed to waive or alter any legal requirement for
possession of weapons or firearms otherwise required by law.

(e) It shall be no defense to a prosecution for a violation of this Code section that:

(1) A public or private elementary or secondary school or a public or private technical

school, vocational school, college, university, or other institution of postsecondary

education Sehool was or was not in session at the time of the offense;

(2) The real property was being used for other purposes besides sehoet public or private

elementary or secondary school or public or private technical school, vocational school,

college, university, or other institution of postsecondary education purposes at the time

of the offense; or

(3) The offense took place on a bus or other transportation furnished by a school vehiete.
() In a prosecution under this Code section, a map produced or reproduced by any
municipal or county agency or department for the purpose of depicting the location and
boundaries of the area of the real property of a school board or a private or public
elementary or secondary school that is used for school purposes or the area of any eamptis
of-any public or private technical school, vocational school, college, university, or other

institution of postsecondary education and used for housing or competitive physical

activity, or a true copy of the map, shall, if certified as a true copy by the custodian of the

record, be admissible and shall constitute prima-facie evidence of the location and

H. B. 512
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207 boundaries of the area, if the governing body of the municipality or county has approved
208  the map as an official record of the location and boundaries of the area. A map approved
209 under this Code section may be revised from time to time by the governing body of the
210 municipality or county. The original of every map approved or revised under this
211 subsection or a true copy of such original map shall be filed with the municipality or
212 county and shall be maintained as an official record of the municipality or county. This
213  subsection shall not preclude the prosecution from introducing or relying upon any other
214 evidence or testimony to establish any element of this offense. This subsection shall not
215 preclude the use or admissibility of a map or diagram other than the one which has been

216  approved by the municipality or county.”

217 SECTION 1-5.
218 Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
219  "16-11-127.3.

220 (a) No person shall enter the restricted access area of a commercial service airport, in or

221 beyond the airport security screening checkpoint, knowingly possessing or knowingly

222 having under his or her control a weapon or long gun. This area shall not include an airport

223 drive, general parking area, walkway, or shops and areas of the terminal that are outside

224 the screening checkpoint and that are normally open to unscreened passenqgers or visitors

225 to the airport. Any restricted access area shall be clearly indicated by prominent signs

226 indicating that weapons are prohibited in the area.

227 (b) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section shall be

228 guilty of a misdemeanor offense; provided, however, that a person who violates subsection

229 (a) of this Code section with the intent to commit a separate felony offense shall be quilty

230 of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than

231 $1,000.00 nor more than $15,000.00 or by imprisonment for not less than one nor more

232 than ten years, or both.”

233 SECTION 1-6.
234  Said article is further amended by revising subsections (b), (c), (d), and (f) of Code Section
235 16-11-129, relating to license to carry weapons, as follows:

236 "(b) Licensing exceptions.

237 (1) As used in this subsection, the term:

238 (A) 'Controlled substance' means any drug, substance, or immediate precursor included
239 in the definition of controlled substances in paragraph (4) of Code Section 16-13-21.
240 (B) 'Convicted' means apleaof-gutty-orafinding-ofguttbyacotrto

241 jarischeti
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etief an adjudication of quilt.

Such term shall not include an order of discharge and exoneration pursuant to Article
3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42.
(C) 'Dangerous drug' means any drug defined as such in Code Section 16-13-71.

(2) No weapons carry license shall be issued to:

(A) Any person under 21 years of age;

(B) Any person who has been convicted of a felony by a court of this state or any other
state; by a court of the United States including its territories, possessions, and
dominions; or by a court of any foreign nation and has not been pardoned for such
felony by the President of the United States, the State Board of Pardons and Paroles,
or the person or agency empowered to grant pardons under the constitution or laws of
such state or nation;

(C) Any person against whom proceedings are pending for any felony;

(D) Any person who is a fugitive from justice;

(E) Any person who is prohibited from possessing or shipping a firearm in interstate
commerce pursuant to subsections (g) and (n) of 18 U.S.C. Section 922;

(F) Any person who has been convicted of an offense arising out of the unlawful
manufacture or distribution of a controlled substance or other dangerous drug;

(G) Any person who has had his or her weapons carry license revoked pursuant to
subsection (e) of this Code section within three years of the date of his or her
application;

(H) Any person who has been convicted of any of the following:

(i) Pointing a gun or a pistol at another in violation of Code Section 16-11-102;
(if) Carrying a weapon without a weapons carry license in violation of Code Section
16-11-126; or
(i) Carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized location in violation of Code
Section 16-11-127
and has not been free of all restraint or supervision in connection therewith and free of
any other conviction for at least five years immediately preceding the date of the
application;
() Any person who has been convicted of any misdemeanor involving the use or
possession of a controlled substance and has not been free of all restraint or supervision
in connection therewith or free of:
(i) A second conviction of any misdemeanor involving the use or possession of a
controlled substance; or
(i) Any conviction under subparagraphs (E) through (G) of this paragraph

for at least five years immediately preceding the date of the application; or

H. B. 512
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(J) Any person who has been involuntarily hospitalized as an inpatient in any mental
hospital or alcohol or drug treatment center within the five years immediately preceding

the application. An applicant's statement that he or she has not been involuntarily

hospitalized as an inpatient in any mental hospital or alcohol or drug treatment center

within the five vears immediately preceding his or her application shall create a

rebuttable presumption that he or she has not been so hospitalized; provided, however,

that the Fhe judge of the probate court may shall require any an applicant to sign a
waiver authorizing any mental hospital or treatment center to inform the judge whether

or not the applicant has been involuntarily hospitalized as an inpatient in any such

facility in the last five years and authorizing the superintendent of such facility to make
to the judge a recommendation regarding whether the applicant is a threat to the safety
of others and whether a license to carry a weapon should be issued. Whenr-stch—=
watver—is—tegtiretby-thejudge,—the Each applicant shall pay a fee of $3.00 for
reimbursement of the cost of making such a report by the mental health hospital,
alcohol or drug treatment center, or the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities, which the judge shall remit to the hospital, center, or

department. The mental health hospital, alcohol or drug treatment center, or

Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities shall provide a report

of any findings relating to the applicant which may bear on the applicant's eligibility

for a weapons carry license or license renewal to the judge by telephone and in writing

within 30 days of receiving the request for such information. The judge shall keep any

such hospitalization or treatment information confidential. It shall be at the discretion
of the judge, considering the circumstances surrounding the hospitalization and the
recommendation of the superintendent of the hospital or treatment center where the

individual was a patient, to issue the weapons carry license or renewal license.

(3) If first offender treatment without adjudication of guilt for a conviction contained in
subparagraph (F) or (1) of paragraph (2) of this subsection was entered and such sentence
was successfully completed and such person has not had any other conviction since the
completion of such sentence and for at least five years immediately preceding the date
of the application, he or she shall be eligible for a weapons carry license provided that no

other license exception applies.

(c) Fingerprinting. Following completion of the application for a weapons carry license
or-therenewat-of-aticense, the judge of the probate court shall require the applicant to

proceed to an appropriate law enforcement agency in the county with the completed

application:

that such agency can capture the fingerprints of the applicant fer-a-weapons-carry-Heense
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law enforcement agency shall be entitled to a fee of $5.00 from the applicant for its

services in connection with the fingerprinting and processing of an application.

Fingerprinting shall not be required for applicants seeking temporary renewal licenses or

renewal licenses.

(d) Investigation of applicant; issuance of weapons carry license; renewal.

(1) For beth weapons carry license applications ane-regests-forticenserenewals, the

judge of the probate court shall within five business days following the receipt of the

application erregtest direct the law enforcement agency to request a fingerprint based
criminal history records check from the Georgia Crime Information Center and Federal
Bureau of Investigation for purposes of determining the suitability of the applicant and
return an appropriate report to the judge of the probate court. Fingerprints shall be in
such form and of such quality as prescribed by the Georgia Crime Information Center and
under standards adopted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Georgia Bureau of
Investigation may charge such fee as is necessary to cover the cost of the records search.
(2) For both weapons carry license applications and requests for license renewals, the
judge of the probate court shall within five business days following the receipt of the
application or request also direct the law enforcement agency to conduct a background
check using the Federal Bureau of Investigation's National Instant Criminal Background
Check System and return an appropriate report to the probate judge.

(3) When a person who is not a United States citizen applies for a weapons carry license
or renewal of a license under this Code section, the judge of the probate court shall direct
the law enforcement agency to conduct a search of the records maintained by United
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement and return an appropriate report to the
probate judge. As a condition to the issuance of a license or the renewal of a license, an
applicant who is in nonimmigrant status shall provide proof of his or her qualifications
for an exception to the federal firearm prohibition pursuant to 18 U.S.C. Section 922(y).
(4) The law enforcement agency shall report to the judge of the probate court within 30
days, by telephone and in writing, of any findings relating to the applicant which may
bear on his or her eligibility for a weapons carry license or renewal license under the
terms of this Code section. When no derogatory information is found on the applicant
bearing on his or her eligibility to obtain a license or renewal license, a report shall not
be required. The law enforcement agency shall return the application ane-the-blank
Heense-formwith-the-fingerprint thereon directly to the judge of the probate court within

such time period. Not later than ten days after the judge of the probate court receives the

H. B. 512
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report from the law enforcement agency concerning the suitability of the applicant for a
license, the judge of the probate court shall issue such applicant a license or renewal
license to carry any weapon unless facts establishing ineligibility have been reported or
unless the judge determines such applicant has not met all the qualifications, is not of
good moral character, or has failed to comply with any of the requirements contained in
this Code section. The judge of the probate court shall date stamp the report from the law

enforcement agency to show the date on which the report was received by the judge of

the probate court.”

"(Fiy Weapons carry license specifications. Weapens—carry—teenses—issted—as

2A)(1) Onand after January 1, 2012, newly issued or renewal weapons carry licenses
shall incorporate overt and covert security features which shall be blended with the
personal data printed on the license to form a significant barrier to imitation, replication,
and duplication. There shall be a minimum of three different ultraviolet colors used to
enhance the security of the license incorporating variable data, color shifting
characteristics, and front edge only perimeter visibility. The weapons carry license shall
have a color photograph viewable under ambient light on both the front and back of the
license. The license shall incorporate custom optical variable devices featuring the great
seal of the State of Georgia as well as matching demetalized optical variable devices
viewable under ambient light from the front and back of the license incorporating
microtext and unique alphanumeric serialization specific to the license holder. The
license shall be of similar material, size, and thickness of a credit card and have a
holographic laminate to secure and protect the license for the duration of the license
period.

{B}(2) Using the physical characteristics of the license set forth in stbparagraph-(A)of
thts-paragraph paragraph (1) of this subsection, The Council of Probate Court Judges of

H. B. 512
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Georgia shall create specifications for the probate courts so that all weapons carry
licenses in this state shall be uniform and so that probate courts can petition the
Department of Administrative Services to purchase the equipment and supplies necessary
for producing such licenses. The department shall follow the competitive bidding
procedure set forth in Code Section 50-5-102."

SECTION 1-7.
Said article is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section
16-11-130, relating to exemptions from Code Sections 16-11-126 through 16-11-127.2, as
follows:

"(3) Persons in the military service of the state or of the United States or a person who

has received an honorable discharge from the military service of the United States;”

SECTION 1-8.
Said article is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (b) of Code Section
16-11-173, relating to legislative findings and preemption of local regulation and lawsuits,
and adding two new subsections to read as follows:
"(@)(1) Itis declared by the General Assembly that the regulation of firearms and other
weapons is properly an issue of general, state-wide concern.
(2) The General Assembly further declares that the lawful design, marketing,

manufacture, and sale of firearms and ammunition and other weapons to the public is not

unreasonably dangerous activity and does not constitute a nuisance per se.
(b)(1) No county or municipal corporation, by zoning or by ordinance, resolution, or

other enactment, nor any agency, board, department, commission, or authority of this

state, other than the General Assembly, by rule, regulation, or other enactment shall

regulate in any manner gun shows; the possession, ownership, transport, carrying,

transfer, sale, purchase, licensing, or registration of firearms or other weapons or

components of firearms or other weapons; firearms dealers or dealers of other weapons;

or dealers in firearms components of firearms or other weapons.

(2) The authority to bring suit and right to recover against any weapons, firearms, or
ammunition manufacturer, trade association, or dealer by or on behalf of any
governmental unit created by or pursuant to an Act of the General Assembly or the
Constitution, or any department, agency, or authority thereof, for damages, abatement,
or injunctive relief resulting from or relating to the lawful design, manufacture,
marketing, or sale of weapons, firearms, or ammunition to the public shall be reserved
exclusively to the state. This paragraph shall not prohibit a political subdivision or local

government authority from bringing an action against a weapons, firearms, or

H. B. 512
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425 ammunition manufacturer or dealer for breach of contract or express warranty as to
426 weapons, firearms, or ammunition purchased by the political subdivision or local
427 government authority.”

428 "(f)_As used in this Code section, the term 'weapon' shall have the same meaning as set
429 forth in Code Section 16-11-127.1.

430 (g) Any person may bring an action to enforce the provisions of this Code section or any

431 person who suffers damage as a result of a violation of this Code section may bring an

432 action against the person who caused such damage. The aggrieved person shall be entitled

433 to reasonable attorney's fees and expenses of litigation and may recover or obtain against

434 the person who caused such damages any of the following:

435 (1) Actual damages or $100.00, whichever is greater;

436 (2) Equitable relief, including, but not limited to, an injunction or restitution of money
437 and property; and

438 (3) _Any other relief which the court deems proper.”

439 PART II

440 SECTION 2-1.

441 Title 16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to crimes and offenses, is
442 amended by revising subsection (i) of Code Section 16-5-21, relating to aggravated assault,
443 as follows:

444 "(i) Any person who commits the offense of aggravated assault involving the use of a
445 firearm upon a student or teacher or other school personnel within a school safety zone as
446 defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section +6-11-127% 20-2-1180 shall,
447 upon conviction thereof, be punished by imprisonment for not less than five nor more than
448 20 years.”

449 SECTION 2-2.

450 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (g) of Code Section 16-5-24, relating to
451 aggravated battery, as follows:

452 “(9) Any person who commits the offense of aggravated battery upon a student or teacher
453 or other school personnel within a school safety zone as defined in paragraph (1) of
454 subsection (a) of Code Section 16=-11=12#% 20-2-1180 shall, upon conviction thereof, be

455 punished by imprisonment for not less than five nor more than 20 years.”
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SECTION 2-3.

Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (5) of subsection (b) of Code Section
16-12-1, relating to contributing to the delinquency, unruliness, or deprivation of a minor,
as follows:
"(5) Knowingly and willfully provides to a minor any weapon as defined in paragraph
2)-ofsubsection<{a)of Code Section 16-11-127.1 or any weapon as defined in Code
Section 16-11-121 to commit any felony which encompasses force or violence as an
element of the offense or delinquent act which would constitute a felony which

encompasses force or violence as an element of the offense if committed by an adult; or”

SECTION 2-4.
Article 27 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
loitering at or disrupting schools, is amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section
20-2-1180, relating to loitering upon school premises or within a school safety zone, as
follows:

"(a)(1) As used in this Code section, the term 'school safety zone' means in or on any real

property owned by or leased to any public or private elementary school, secondary

school, or school board and used for elementary or secondary education and in or on the

campus of any public or private technical school, vocational school, college, university,

or other institution of postsecondary education.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to remain upon the premises or within the school

safety zone as-deft

any public or private school in this state or to remain upon such premises or within such
school safety zone when that person does not have a legitimate cause or need to be
present thereon. Each principal or designee of each public or private school in this state
shall have the authority to exercise such control over the buildings and grounds upon
which a school is located so as to prohibit any person who does not have a legitimate
need or cause to be present thereon from loitering upon such premises. Each principal
or designee of each public or private school in this state shall notify the appropriate law
enforcement agency to prohibit any person who does not have a legitimate need or cause

to be present therein from loitering within the school safety zone.”

SECTION 2-5.
Said article is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 20-2-1185, relating
to school safety plan, as follows:
"(c) School safety plans prepared by public schools shall address security issues in school

safety zones as defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 16=11-12+%
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491 20-2-1180. School safety plans should also address security issues involving the
492 transportation of pupils to and from school and school functions when such transportation
493 is furnished by the school or school system and school functions held during

494 noninstructional hours.”

495 PART IlI
496 SECTION 3-1.

497  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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