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13 LC 334934

Senate Bill 77
By: Senators Fort of the 39th, Carter of the 42nd, Tate of the 38th, Sims of the 12th, Henson
of the 41st and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 2A of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
student scholarship organizations, so as to provide that certain records of qualified schools
and programs which enroll eligible students are subject to open records laws; to require
certain reporting from qualified schools and programs enrolling scholarship students; to
amend Code Section 48-7-29.16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
qualified education tax credits, so as to remove the annual adjustment of the maximum
aggregate tax credits allowed; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date

and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 2A of Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to student
scholarship organizations, is amended by adding new Code sections to read as follows:
"20-2A-8.

(a) Records of a qualified school or program which relate to an eligible student's

enrollment and attendance in such school or program shall be subject to Article 4 of

Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to open records. This subsection shall not be construed to

violate the provisions of the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974,
20 U.S.C. Section 1232q.

(b) This Code section shall only apply to a qualified school or program which enrolls one

or more eligible students who are utilizing a scholarship or tuition grant from a student

scholarship organization pursuant to this chapter for purposes of attending such gualified

school or program.

20-2A-9.

Each qualified school or program which enrolls one or more eligible students who receive

and are utilizing a scholarship or tuition grant from a student scholarship organization
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26 pursuant to this chapter for purposes of attending such qualified school or program shall

27 annually report to the State Board of Education, no later than September 1 of each vear, the

28 following information:

29 (1) The total number of scholarship students enrolled in the qualified school or program
30 utilizing a scholarship or tuition grant from a student scholarship organization pursuant
31 to this chapter for purposes of attending such qualified school or program;

32 (2) The total amount of scholarship or tuition grant funding received by the school on
33 behalf of scholarship students and a breakdown of individual amounts received on behalf
34 of each student; provided, however, that no identifying information shall be included in
35 such breakdown, and provided, further, that if the submission of such breakdown would
36 reasonably interfere with maintaining the confidentiality of a scholarship student, such
37 breakdown shall not be provided;

38 (3) Nonidentifying data of the scholarship students attending such school or program
39 stating the name of the public school attended and the dates attended by each scholarship

40 student; and

41 (4) Adgagregated demographic data of the scholarship students attending such school or
42 program with respect to race, ethnicity, and gender.”
43 SECTION 2.

44  Code Section 48-7-29.16 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to qualified
45  education tax credits, is amended by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (f) as follows:
46  "(f)(1) In no event shall the aggregate amount of tax credits allowed under this Code
47  section exceed $50 million per tax yearprevided,-howeverthat-thismaximum-ametnt
48 hat-be-adjtsted-anntaty-tnti-anta
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52 SECTION 3.

53 This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law
54  without such approval. This Actshall be applicable to all taxable years beginning on or after
55 January 1, 2013.

56 SECTION 4.

57 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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