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Senate Resolution 86EX
By: Senators Jackson of the 2nd, Seay of the 34th and Ramsey, Sr. of the 43rd

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing and commending a group of students in 1961 from then Albany State College

on the 50th anniversary of their unselfish call for freedom; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, in 1961, a group of Albany State College students, namely, Walter Armstrong,
Marva Berry, Lillian Sue Bethel, Hosezell Blash, Anne Booyer, Bobby Burch, Janie Culbreth
(Rambeau), Brenda Darden, Margaret Dawson, Charles Gadsen, Richard Gay, Larry Gibson,
Bertha Gober, Blanton Hall, Gail Hall (Smith), Leroy Harris, Benjamin Humphries, Bernice
Johnson (Reagon), Donchester Johnson, Annette Jones (White), James Jones, Stanley Jones,
Sarah Lawson, Nick Louketis, Harold Manning, Alton Moultrie, Wilda Person (Crawford),
Ola Mae Quartimon, Charles Ransome, Andrew Reid, Jeanette Sibley (Smith), Betty Slater
(Williams), Lula Taylor-George, Evelyn Toney, Andrew Williams, and Sarah Wright, risked
their lives and an opportunity for postsecondary education when they chose to stand up

against Jim Crow segregation and second-class citizenship in Albany, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, these students worked in conjunction with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee to ensure compliance with the ruling of the Interstate Commerce Commission
that mandated the end to segregation in interstate travel and joined forces with the Albany
Civil Rights Movement, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and the Congress

of Racial Equality to secure their rights as American citizens; and

WHEREAS, despite unknown dangers that might confront them, these students participated
in the first attempts in Albany, Georgia, to desegregate the Trailways Bus Station, marched
through the streets of Albany and ultimately down "Freedom Alley" on their way to jail,
canvassed Southwest Georgia to aid in voter registration, participated in the bus boycott that
led to the dismantling of segregated seating on the city's public transportation, and staged

sit-ins at the Albany Carnegie Public Library; and
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WHEREAS, many of the students were subsequently arrested, and all were suspended or
expelled from Albany State College in December of 1961 for their involvement in the protest

movement; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Irene Ashbury (Wright), then Dean of Students at Albany State College,
was one of many dedicated individuals who supported the right of the students to fight for
their dignity, often actively joining them in their protest activities, and resigned her position

at Albany State College in protest over the treatment of the students; and

WHEREAS, the bravery, tenacity, and selfless acts of these individuals nearly 50 years ago
influenced the course of history, which extended to all the democratic principles and ideals

that this nation was built upon; and

WHEREAS, these students continued to live wholesome and exemplary lives and have
distinguished themselves in their communities and in many professional careers and

vocations; and

WHEREAS, the following students have passed away, namely, Anne Booyer, Richard Gay,
Larry Gibson, Blanton Hall, Leroy Harris, Benjamin Humphries, Harold Manning, Ola Mae

Quartimon, Charles Ransome, Jeanette Sibley Smith, and Betty Slater Williams; and

WHEREAS, it is abundantly fitting and proper that the outstanding contributions of this
remarkable and distinguished group be appropriately honored by the State of Georgia, with
appropriate recognition for those who remain alive and posthumous recognition for those

who have passed away.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body
commend the above named individuals for their courage and sacrifice and for their

commitment to justice, equality, and a better life for all citizens.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed
to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Dr. Everette J. Freeman, President of

Albany State University.
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