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House Resolution 153EX
By: Representatives Smyre of the 132", Hugley of the 133", Smith of the 131*, Buckner of
the 130™, and Smith of the 129"

A RESOLUTION

Celebrating the life of Jimmy D. Harbison; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Jimmy D. Harbison was born on September 4, 1943, in Prattville, Alabama; he

was the fourth child born to Rebecca Parker Griffin and James Walter Harbison, Sr.; and

WHEREAS, the family moved to Montgomery, Alabama, where he spent his early years, and
after the family moved back to Prattville for a short stint, he attended North Highland School;

and

WHEREAS, ultimately, the family moved back to Montgomery, Alabama, where Jimmy
spent his formative years in the Trenholm Court housing project and excelled in basketball,

baseball, softball, and every other sport that came his way; and

WHEREAS, he attended William Burns Patterson Elementary and Booker T. Washington
High School where he played on the "B varsity team with Coach James Shannon, but he was
forced to give up his athletic pursuits after suffering a serious knee injury that nearly required

amputation; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy seemed shy, but he was loyal to a fault and fearless when it came to

supporting his younger siblings and sticking with his friends during a crisis; and

WHEREAS, after learning to be a short order cook at the Key Hole Club in downtown
Montgomery, he went on to cook for Maxwell Air Force Base and eventually became a

terrific cook who excelled at preparing barbeque ribs, pot roast, and many other dishes; and

WHEREAS, in 1968, he relocated to Cleveland, Ohio, where he spent about 15 years
working as a route salesman with Interstate Brands, and his love for sports allowed him to
become involved in coaching a girl's softball team, playing for a men's softball team, and on

a city league basketball team; and
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WHEREAS, Jimmy grew tired of the winter storms and ice inspired traffic jams and decided
to pull up stakes and return to the sunny south —namely Columbus, Georgia, in 1995; he took
a job with the Georgia Department of Labor and worked the front desk of the Veterans

Parkway facility, where he was widely praised for his compassion; and

WHEREAS, he always said he enjoyed trying to help his clients who would sometimes
spend extra time in line so he would be the one to assist them; since he had been raised in
church by a praying mother and grandmother, he had a deep abiding respect and love for
Jesus and the philosophy of The Golden Rule: "Do unto others as you would have them do

unto you"; and

WHEREAS, Jimmy was never a big talker who would speak about his great deeds, rather he
would let his actions speak for him; he took Jesus at his word that everyone can be great

because everyone can serve.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body celebrate the life of Jimmy D. Harbison, the beloved brother of our
colleague, Senator Ed Harbison, and send their sincerest condolences to his family and
friends.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the family of Jimmy D.
Harbison.
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