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Senate Resolution 67EX

By: Senator Harbison of the 15th 

A RESOLUTION

Commending Reverend James Calvin Harris, Sr., for his life of service; and for other1

purposes.2

WHEREAS, Rev. James Calvin Harris, Sr., was born in Lee County, Georgia, on April 7,3

1925, to the late Elijah and Viola Harris, the seventh of eight children; and4

WHEREAS, he was licensed to the Christian ministry on July 9, 1939, and was ordained on5

August 10, 1949; and6

WHEREAS, he married the former Miss Maggie Jefferson in 1944 and they were blessed7

with seven children, 11 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild; and8

WHEREAS, in 2009, Rev. Harris was recognized for preaching the Gospel for 69 years by9

both the National Baptist Congress of Christian Education and the National Baptist10

Convention; and11

WHEREAS, he has been the deserving and humble recipient of awards and honors too12

numerous to be listed; and13

WHEREAS, through the years, Rev.  Harris has been blessed to have 59 ministers included14

in his church membership; and15

WHEREAS, he has faithfully and untiringly served as the pastor for Mt. Pilgrim Baptist16

Church in Columbus, Georgia, for 60 years; and17

WHEREAS, in his own words, "For the years of experience that I have been blessed with in18

regards to the area of Christian service and accomplishments, I am most grateful.  I recognize19

that all that has been done was not attributed alone to my own ability; but rather to the great20

contributions made by those with whom I have worked.  I have in mind not only the faithful21
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members of the Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church where I have served for the past 60 years as22

pastor, but also to those in outreach programs such as associations, conventions, and secular23

organizations."24

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body25

commend Reverend James Calvin Harris, Sr., for his life of service to God and his26

community and wish him well in all his future undertakings.27

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed28

to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Reverend James Calvin Harris, Sr.29


