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House Resolution 106EX

By: Representative Powell of the 29th 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring the life and memory of Sam Bowers Hilliard; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, Hart County and the State of Georgia mourn the loss of one of their most2

distinguished citizens with the passing of Sam Bowers Hilliard on August 5, 2011; and3

WHEREAS, Sam Hilliard was born in Bowersville, the beloved sixth son of the late Asa4

Farris Hilliard and Flora Elizabeth Bowers; and5

WHEREAS, he served as a guardian of this nation's freedom and liberty with the United6

States Navy, valiantly and courageously protecting his fellow Americans during the Korean7

conflict; and8

WHEREAS, Sam Hilliard earned his Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees from the9

University of Georgia, followed by masters and doctorate degrees from the University of10

Wisconsin in Madison; and11

WHEREAS, he had a long and illustrious career as a university professor, researcher, and12

author and was a well-respected member of the Louisiana State University faculty, where he13

was appointed chairman of the Geography and Anthropology Department and served as14

Director of the School of Geoscience; and15

WHEREAS, he was the recipient of an LSU Alumni Professorship and a Lifetime16

Achievement Award from the Southeastern Division of the Association of American17

Geographers; and18

WHEREAS, Sam Hilliard authored six books and published dozens of journal articles,19

including major editing efforts for three National Geographic special publications, and after20

his retirement, he edited three books on the churches in the Hartwell area and wrote articles21

on historical topics for the Hartwell Sun; and22
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WHEREAS, he was known as a true renaissance man and loved to engage in lively23

discussions on almost any subject with great wit and self-deprecating humor; and24

WHEREAS, Sam Hilliard will no doubt be remembered for his academic pursuits and25

service as the official historian of Hart County, but he will, above all, be remembered as a26

loving husband to his wife, Joyce, his son, Steven, his daughter, Joy, grandchildren, Landon27

and Sydney, and sisters, Ruth and Marian, and will be missed by all who had the great28

fortune of knowing him.29

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that30

the members of this body join in honoring the life and memory of Sam Bowers Hilliard and31

express their deepest and most sincere regret at his passing.32

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized33

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the family of Sam Bowers34

Hilliard.35


