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House Resolution 97EX

By: Representatives Lindsey of the 54th, Oliver of the 83rd, Manning of the 32nd, Willard of

the 49th, Golick of the 34th, and others 

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing and commending Mr. Chuck Spahos, Ms. Mary Beth Westmoreland, and Ms.1

Jill Travis for their outstanding efforts in the crafting and passage of Georgia's landmark2

2011 legislation to protect children.3

WHEREAS, the commercial sexual exploitation of children through child prostitution is one4

of the most complex, misunderstood, and underinvestigated forms of maltreatment occurring5

against children today; and6

WHEREAS, in 2005 the Federal Bureau of Investigation named Atlanta as one of 14 cities7

in the nation for the highest incidence of children used in prostitution, and recent polls have8

shown that more than 400 girls in Georgia under the age of 18 are subjected to the world of9

prostitution; and10

WHEREAS, according to the Governor's Office for Children and Families, Georgia is the11

first state to develop a sustainable, state-wide response to the tragedy of child prostitution;12

and13

WHEREAS, while the State of Georgia recognizes the need to deliver exacting justice to its14

criminals and sincere compassion to its victims, legislation to accomplish this laudable goal15

had been attempted in prior legislative sessions without success, but the 2011 session at last16

resulted in the successful passage of HB 200.17

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that18

this body hereby recognizes and commends Mr. Chuck Spahos of the Henry County Solicitor19

General's Office, Ms. Mary Beth Westmoreland of the Attorney General's Office, and Ms.20

Jill Travis of the Office of Legislative Counsel for going above and beyond the call of duty21

in order to craft the best possible legislation, which found passage in the 2011 Legislative22

Session with near unanimous support from both chambers of the General Assembly.23
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized24

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to each of the above-named25

individuals.26


