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House Resolution 48EX

By: Representatives Smith of the 70th, Wilkinson of the 52nd, Nix of the 69th, Smith of the

129th, Epps of the 128th, and others 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring the life and memory of Ray Anderson; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia mourns the loss of one of its most distinguished citizens2

with the passing of Ray Anderson on August 4, 2011; and3

WHEREAS, an honors graduate of the Georgia Institute of Technology, Ray grew up in4

LaGrange, Georgia, and learned the carpet trade through 14 years of manufacturing5

experience with Deering-Milliken and Callaway Mills before founding Interface, Inc., in6

1973, which is now the world's largest producer of commercial floor coverings and which7

was the first company to produce free-lay carpet tiles in the United States; and8

WHEREAS, this environmentally conscious and passionate man is recognized as one of the9

world's most environmentally progressive leaders on sustainable commerce, using renewable10

energy and recycling methodologies to eliminate waste and harmful emissions from carpet11

manufacturing; and 12

WHEREAS, he was cochair of President Clinton's Council on Sustainable Development,13

received the inaugural Millennium Award from Global Green and the prestigious George and14

Cynthia Mitchell International Prize for Sustainable Development, was named Georgia15

Conservancy's Conservationist of the Year in 1997, and received many other awards and16

accolades too numerous to list, but Ray Anderson's life was not about his achievements; it17

was about a gentle, persistent, profound caring for every flower in the field, every bird in the18

air, every babble of the brook, every person he encountered, and every fiber of the web of19

life; and 20

WHEREAS, Ray firmly believed that the future could be changed by taking small steps in21

our own lives that could be the eventual difference in the fate of mankind; and22
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WHEREAS, family was tremendously important to this optimistic carpet titan with "green"23

as a middle name, and his devoted wife, their two remarkable children, and five wonderful24

grandchildren were always foremost in his mind; and25

WHEREAS, he gave inspiration to many through his high ideals, morals, and deep concern26

for his fellow citizens, and the devotion, patience, and understanding he demonstrated to his27

family and friends were admired by others; and28

WHEREAS, he was a person of magnanimous strengths with an unimpeachable reputation29

for integrity, intelligence, fairness, and kindness and, by the example he made of his life, he30

made this world a better place in which to live; and31

WHEREAS, a compassionate and generous man, Ray Anderson will long be remembered32

for his love of family, friendship, and this earth, and this loyal husband, father, grandfather,33

mentor, hero, and friend will be missed by all who had the great fortune of knowing him.34

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that35

the members of this body join in honoring the life and memory of Ray Anderson and express36

their deepest and most sincere regret at his passing.37

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized38

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the family of Ray Anderson.39


