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Senate Resolution 20EX
By: Senators Orrock of the 36th, Tate of the 38th, Fort of the 39th, James of the 35th, Seay
of the 34th and others

A RESOLUTION

Congratulating the Sadie G. Mays Health and Rehabilitation Center; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, U.S. News & World Report has ranked the Sadie G. Mays Health and

Rehabilitation Center among the best nursing homes in the United States for 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Sadie G. Mays Health and Rehabilitation Center stands and operates as a
tribute to Sadie Gray Mays, wife of the late Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, who stated of her that

"she had a special concern for the young, aged, disadvantaged, and the poor";

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mays, who held a Master's Degree in Sociology from the University of

Chicago, epitomized tender and unrelenting determination to help others; and

WHEREAS, during the 1940's, long-term health care services, especially for
African-Americans who were ill, homeless, and many times unwanted, were very inadequate,
and, prior to the establishment of Medicaid and Medicare, most persons needing long-term
health care services were placed in county operated alms houses or privately owned boarding

homes; and

WHEREAS, on January 21, 1947, the Atlanta Association for Convalescent Aged Persons,
Inc., a nonprofit corporation, was founded to provide more effective care for the sick and

homeless, and Mrs. Mays was elected president of its Interdenominational Committee; and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 1947, Happy Haven Nursing Home was opened in the Old Battle

Hill Sanatorium site, with room to accommodate up to 60 patients; and

WHEREAS, a facility renovation was completed in 1967, increasing the capacity to 160
beds, and by the end of March, 1968, the remaining residents of the Fulton County Alms

House were transferred to Happy Haven, officially closing the poor house which served the
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black community and marking the end of an era of deprivation of the homeless, the

chronically ill, and the unwanted; and

WHEREAS, during the summer of 1969, Mrs. Mays herself was admitted into Happy Haven

Nursing Home, where she passed on October 10, 1969; and

WHEREAS, on December 20, 1972, Happy Haven Nursing Home was renamed the Sadie
G. Mays Memorial Nursing Home in honor of its founder, then was changed in 1997 to the
Sadie G. Mays Health and Rehabilitation Center; and

WHEREAS, the center serves long-term patients who may require 24 hour skilled nursing
care, as well as adults requiring short-term rehabilitative services, wound management,

hospice care, physical and occupational therapy, IV therapy, and speech therapy; and

WHEREAS, using data from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, U.S.
News & World Report ranked 16,000 nursing homes in the country, and out of Georgia's 359
nursing homes, only 38 received a 5 star rating, and the Sadie G. Mays Health and

Rehabilitation Center was ranked first in the metro area; and

WHEREAS, it is abundantly fitting and proper that the outstanding accomplishments of this

wonderful health care institution be appropriately recognized.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body
congratulate the Sadie G. Mays Health and Rehabilitation Center on the occasion of its being
ranked among the best nursing homes in the United States for 2011 by U.S. News & World
Report, and extend to it their best wishes for continued growth, development, and success

in the future.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed
to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the administrators of the Sadie G. Mays
Health and Rehabilitation Center.
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