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House Resolution 31EX

By: Representative Hill of the 21st 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring and commending James G. Edmondson; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, at the age of 18, James G. Edmondson volunteered for military service2

following the bombing of Pearl Harbor; and3

WHEREAS, he served with the 860 Military Police prior to becoming an Air Force cadet;4

and5

WHEREAS, Jim was a commissioned officer and a P-38 fighter pilot, flying combat6

missions in the European Theater with the 9th Air Force, 367th Fighter Group, which was7

awarded two Presidential Distinguished Unit Citations; and8

WHEREAS, in October 1944, on Jim's 47th mission, he was shot down, wounded, and taken9

prisoner of war after parachuting from his plane near Cologne, Germany; and10

WHEREAS, he was imprisoned for three months at Stalag Luft III in Sagan, Poland; and 11

WHEREAS, during prisoner relocation, Jim and his fellow prisoners were forced to march12

for four days in snow and ice, in the most extreme winter Europe had experienced in a13

decade; and14

WHEREAS, transported in boxcars for three days, the prisoners finally arrived in Moosburg15

Stalag VIIA, where Jim was confined until the end of the war, sustaining disabling cold16

weather injuries; and 17

WHEREAS, upon the end of his active wartime service, Jim served seven years with the Air18

Force Reserve in Marietta as the Wing's Operation and Training Officer; and19
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WHEREAS, achieving the rank of Major, Jim earned numerous military awards including20

the Purple Heart, the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with an 8-Oak Leaf Cluster, the21

P.O.W. medal, and five service medals; and22

WHEREAS, after retiring from a career as Chief of Drafting, Design and Engineering with23

the Georgia Marble Company, Jim resides with his wife Betty in Nelson; and24

WHEREAS, on August 20, 2011, the Edmondson Ball Field sign in Nelson is going to be25

rededicated with a new sign honoring Major James G. Edmondson (Ret.); and26

WHEREAS, our nation's monumental military accomplishments were achieved only through27

the bravery, heroism, and sacrifices of soldiers like James G. Edmondson, and the State of28

Georgia is honored to have such a distinguished veteran as one of its citizens.29

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that30

the members of this body join in honoring and commending James G. Edmondson for his31

outstanding patriotism and service in defense of the United States and extend to him the32

appreciation of a grateful state and nation.33

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized34

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to James G. Edmondson.35


