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House Resolution 30EX

By: Representatives Shaw of the 176th, Nimmer of the 178th, England of the 108th, Rogers of

the 26th, Knight of the 126th, and others 

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing and commending the Georgia Forestry Commission for their heroic efforts to1

suppress record wildfires in south Georgia in 2011; additionally recognizing and2

commending Chief Ranger Senior Buck Kline, Satilla District Manager Frank Sorrells,3

Coosa Assistant District Manager Troy Floyd, and Chief of Forest Protection Alan Dozier4

for their outstanding leadership throughout the extended fire season and inviting them to be5

recognized by the House of Representatives; and for other purposes.6

WHEREAS, the mission of the Georgia Forestry Commission is "to provide leadership,7

service and education in the protection and conservation of Georgia's forest resources"; and8

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia experienced one of the worst fire seasons in its history in9

fiscal year  2011, with 9,358 fires burning 144,578 acres of privately owned forest lands and10

resulting in timber damages in the tens of millions of dollars; and11

WHEREAS, Chief Ranger Senior Buck Kline served as Type II Incident Commander for12

several fires this year while maintaining his normal duties; he is directly responsible for13

personnel and equipment in a three-county area and also serves as District Training and14

Equipment Coordinator; and he serves as a source of inspiration and encouragement for all15

of his employees, no matter what challenge they may be facing; and16

WHEREAS, Satilla District Manager Frank Sorrells was instrumental in preparing for the17

2011 fire season, employing a variety of tactics well before wildfires surged to prepare GFC18

staff, landowners, and communities in south Georgia for what was expected to be an intense19

fire season; as fires grew in frequency and in size, Frank worked hand-in-hand with20

cooperators, sister state and federal agencies, and local officials to ensure that every facet of21

incident management was well served; and22

WHEREAS, Coosa Assistant District Manager Troy Floyd serves as Incident Commander23

of the Georgia Forestry Commission's Incident Management Team; the IMT Team has24
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served Georgians repeatedly throughout this historic fire season and has successfully25

managed each incident in an effective and efficient manner; and under Troy's leadership, the26

team has been recognized by GEMA as Georgia's Go-To Incident Management Team, and27

by involving others, listening well, and taking appropriate actions, Troy operates a28

well-honored and trusted team; and29

WHEREAS, Chief of Forest Protection Alan Dozier coordinated the Georgia Forestry30

Commission's Forest Protection program for the entire state, which culminated in a historical31

fire season for 2011; his forethought and superior strategic thinking enabled him to craft and32

implement tactics devised from lessons learned in previous fires to minimize damage to33

forests, communities, homes, and lives from the devastating wildfires; and  Alan had a hand34

in every facet of every major fire, whether directly on the ground  or indirectly in35

coordinating necessary resources for suppression efforts; and36

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of the brave men and women of the Georgia Forestry37

Commission are a clear indication of their dedication and teamwork to protect Georgia's38

abundant forest resources, as well as its communities, homes, and lives, and their complete39

devotion to Georgia's citizens and their fellow Georgia Forestry Commission professionals;40

and41

WHEREAS, Chief Ranger Senior Buck Kline, Satilla District Manager Frank Sorrells,Coosa42

Assistant District Manager Troy Floyd, and Chief of Forest Protection Alan Dozier exhibited43

outstanding leadership for the agency and all of its cooperators throughout the 2011 Georgia44

fire season.45

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that46

the members of this body commend the professionals of the Georgia Forestry Commission47

for their bravery, sacrifices, and dedication to the great State of Georgia.48

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Chief Ranger Senior Buck Kline, Satilla District49

Manager Frank Sorrells, Coosa Assistant District Manager Troy Floyd, and Chief of Forest50

Protection Alan Dozier are invited to represent the Georgia Forestry Commission in being51

recognized by the House of Representatives on a date and at a time designated by the52

Speaker of the House of Representatives.53
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized54

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Buck Kline, Frank Sorrells,55

Troy Floyd, and Alan Dozier.56


