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House Resolution 15EX

By: Representative Ralston of the 7™

A RESOLUTION

Commending U.S. Army Captain Edward "Ben" Bankston; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, U.S. Army Captain Edward "Ben" Bankston of the 101st Airborne Division,
2nd Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team was recently awarded the
Silver Star medal for displaying courage and leadership during battle in the Kunar province
of Afghanistan on March 29, 2011; and

WHEREAS, Captain Bankston led his men through the skirmish that began when Taliban
gunmen fired upon the battalion during its patrol of a suspected insurgent hideout in the

snowy, mountainous terrain; and

WHEREAS, the Silver Star is the United States military's third-highest honor and was

awarded to Captain Bankston by fellow 101st Airborne alum General David Petraeus; and

WHEREAS, Captain Bankston is also a recipient of two bronze stars and, due to his
exemplary service and dedication, is eligible to attend major school one year early, a

promotion that is only made available to the top 10 percent of Army officers; and

WHEREAS, this extraordinary soldier is also the devoted husband of Ellijay native Amanda
Buffington Bankston and the loving father of three: Sidney, Eli, and Kendall; and

WHEREAS, it is only fitting and proper that the accomplishments, dedication, and sacrifice
of U.S. Army Captain Edward "Ben" Bankston be commended.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body commend U.S. Army Captain Edward "Ben" Bankston on his
receipt of the Silver Star and on his fine record as a member of the armed forces that keep

this country secure.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to U.S. Army Captain Edward

"Ben" Bankston.

H. R. 15EX
-2-



