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12 HB 1066/AP

House Bill 1066 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)
By: Representative Williams of the 4"

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages,
so as to change certain provisions relating to alcoholic beverage licenses; to provide for
staggered renewal dates for certain licenses; to declare certain distilled spirits to be
contraband if not acquired from certain licensees; to establish an annual occupational license
tax upon special event applicants; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective

date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to alcoholic beverages, is
amended by revising Code Section 3-2-7, relating to the expiration and renewal of licenses
generally, continuation of operations by licensee pending final approval or disapproval of
application for renewal, penalty for late application for renewal, and temporary permits, as
follows:
"3-2-17.

(a)(1) Except as otherwise specifically provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection or

elsewhere in this title, all licenses issued pursuant to this title shall expire on
December 31 of each year and application for renewal shall be made annually on or
before November 1.

(2) On and after July 1, 2013, licenses for retailers and retail dealers shall be issued for

a 12 month period to be determined by the commissioner and provided by requlation.

Applications for renewal of licenses for retailers and retail dealers shall be made not less

than 60 nor more than 90 days prior to expiration.

(b) Any licensee making proper application, with all supporting documents, for a license
to operate during the following eatenetar year and having filed the application prior to
Noevember—1 the renewal date specified in subsection (a) of this Code section shall be

permitted to continue to operate pending final approval or disapproval of the licensee's
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application for the following year if final approval or disapproval is not granted prior to

Jantary-T the day in which the license is set to expire. The effective date and the expiration

date of the license shall be clearly marked on the license.

(c) Any person holding any license issued pursuant to this title who fails to file a proper
application for a similar license for the following year, with the proper fee accompanying

the application, on or before Jantary-t the renewal date specified in subsection (a) of this

Code section and who files an application after Jantary-t such date shall be required to
pay, in addition to the license taxes imposed by this title, an additional amount equal to
one-half the amount required for the license for which application is made.

(d) Persons making initial applications for licenses issued pursuant to this title, after
properly filing all required documents, including a valid local license, may be authorized
by the commissioner to operate pursuant to a temporary permit which shall be issued under
such regulations and in such form as the commissioner may deem appropriate. No right or
property shall vest in any applicant by virtue of the issuance of such permit. The
commissioner may impose a prelicense investigative fee upon persons making initial
application for licenses issued pursuant to this title, which fee shall not exceed $100.00. No

such fee shall be refundable.”

SECTION 2.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-20, relating to the levy and

amount of state occupational license tax, as follows:

"3-4-20.
(@) An annual occupational license tax is imposed upon each distiller, manufacturer,

broker, importer, wholesaler, fruit grower, and retail dealer of distilled spirits in this state,

as follows:
(1) Upon each distiller and manufacturer .......................... $ 1,000.00
(2) Uponeach wholesaledealer ............... .. .. .. ... ... 1,000.00
(3) Uponeachimporter ...........c i 1,000.00
(4) Uponeachfruitgrower ........ ... ... i, 500.00
(5) Uponeachbroker........ ... 100.00
(6) Uponeachretaildealer ............ ... .. .. . i, 100.00
(7) Upon each special event use permitapplicant . . ................... 100.00

(b) An annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated.

An application for the applicable license required pursuant to this title along with the

payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be submitted to the
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department immediately upon assuming control of the place of business and annually

thereafter for so long as the business is operated.”

SECTION 3.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-111, relating to sale by

wholesalers to licensees and purchases by licensees from wholesalers, as follows:

"3-4-111.

(a) Those persons who are duly licensed as wholesalers of distilled spirits under this title
may sell distilled spirits at wholesale prices to any person or persons licensed as provided
in this article. Persons licensed under this article may purchase distilled spirits from a
licensed wholesaler at wholesale prices.

(b) Any distilled spirits possessed, sold, or offered for sale by a retail dealer or retail

consumption dealer which are purchased or otherwise acquired from any person other than

a_wholesale dealer authorized to do business under this chapter are declared to be

contraband and shall be seized and disposed of by the commissioner in the manner

provided in this title.”

SECTION 4.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-4-111.1, relating to occupational
license tax upon retail consumption dealers and bond required of applicants for a retail

consumption dealer's license, as follows:

"3-4-111.1.
(@ An annual occupational license tax in the amount of $100.00 is imposed upon each

retail consumption dealer in this state.

(b)

The annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated. An

application for a retail consumption dealer's license required pursuant to this title along

with the payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be

submitted to the department immediately upon assuming control of the place of business

and annually thereafter for so long as the business is operated.”

H. B. 1066
-3-



12 HB 1066/AP

96 SECTION 5.
97 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-5-20, relating to levy and amount
98 of state occupational license tax, as follows:
99  "3-5-20.
100 (a) Anannual occupational license tax isimposed upon each brewer, manufacturer, broker,

101 importer, wholesaler, and retail dealer of beer in this state, as follows:

102 (1) Uponeachbrewer .......... .. .. .. $1,000.00
103 (2) Uponeachwholesaledealer ............... .. ... ... ... ...... 500.00
104 (3) Uponeachimporter ........ ..o e 500.00
105 (4) Uponeachbroker....... ... .. i 50.00
106 (5) Uponeachretaildealer .......... ... ... .. .. .. ... . ... 50.00
107 (6) Uponeach brewpuboperator ............ ... .. ... ..., 1,000.00
108 (7) _Upon each special event use permitapplicant . . . .................. 50.00
109

110

111

112 license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated. An application for the

113 applicable license required pursuant to this title along with the payment of the tax required

114 by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be submitted to the department immediately

115 upon assuming control of the place of business and annually thereafter for so long as the

116 business is operated.”

117 SECTION 6.

118 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 3-6-20, relating to levy and amount
119 of tax, as follows:

120  "3-6-20.

121 (a) Anannual occupational license tax is imposed upon each winery, manufacturer, broker,

122 importer, wholesaler, and retail dealer of wine in this state, as follows:

123 (1) Upon each winery and manufacturer . .......................... $1,000.00

124 (2) Uponeach wholesaledealer ............... .. .. .. ... ... 500.00

125 (3) Uponeachimporter ...........c i 500.00

126 (4) Uponeachbroker . ....... ... .., 50.00

127 (5) Uponeachretaildealer ........... .. .. .. . i, 50.00

128 (6) Upon each special event use permitapplicant . . .. ................. 50.00
H. B. 1066
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129 (b) An annual occupational license tax shall be paid for each place of business operated.

130 An application for the applicable license required pursuant to this title along with the

131 payment of the tax required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be submitted to the

132 department immediately upon assuming control of the place of business and annually

133 thereafter for so long as the business is operated.”

134 SECTION 7.

135 Said title is further amended by adding a new chapter to read as follows:

136 "CHAPTER 14

137 3-14-1.

138 The commissioner may issue a special event use permit for the sale of alcoholic beverages

139 for certain events which would otherwise require a retailer or retail dealers license. The

140 commissioner shall specify by rule or requlation the events that shall qualify for a special

141 event use permit; provided, however, that estate sales, the sale of inventory authorized

142 under a bankruptcy proceeding, and activities that are similar in nature shall so qualify.

143 Such permit shall not be valid for more than ten days.”

144 SECTION 8.
145  This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2012.

146 SECTION 9.

147  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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