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Senate Bill 366
By: Senators Grant of the 25th, Hamrick of the 30th, Crosby of the 13th, Carter of the 1stand
Albers of the 56th

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 4A of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the
Department of Juvenile Justice, so as to revise restrictions regarding possession of
contraband at juvenile detention centers; to amend Code Section 16-15-3 of the Official Code
of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions in the ‘Georgia Street Gang Terrorism and
Prevention Act,' so as to provide for a cross-reference; to provide for related matters; to

repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 4A of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the Department
of Juvenile Justice, isamended by revising Code Section 49-4A-11, relating to aiding escape,
harboring, or hindering apprehension of juvenile under custody of the department, as follows:
"49-4A-11.
(@) Any person who shall knowingly aid, assist, or encourage any child or youth who has
been committed to the department to escape or to attempt to escape its control or custody
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be tmptrtsorete punished by
imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years.
(b) Any person who shall knowingly harbor or shelter any child or youth who has escaped
the lawful custody or control of the department shall be guilty of a felony and, upon

conviction thereof, shall be tmprisered punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor

more than five years.

(c) Any person who shall knowingly hinder the apprehension of any child under the lawful
control or custody of the department who has been placed by the department in one of its
institutions or facilities and who has escaped therefrom or who has been placed under
supervision and is alleged to have broken the conditions thereof shall be guilty of a felony
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be tmprisoried punished by imprisonment for not less

than one nor more than five years.
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49 SECTION 2.
50 Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code Section 49-4A-15 to read as follows:
51  "49-4A-15.

52 (a) As used in this Code section, the term:

53 (1) 'Contraband' means any:

54 (A) Weapon;

55 (B) Bullets or ammunition;

56 (C) Explosive device;

57 (D) Telecommunications device;

58 (E) Intoxicating liguor;

59 (F) Tobacco or tobacco product;

60 (G) Controlled substance as defined in Code Section 16-13-21 and shall include
61 marijuana and dangerous drugs; or

62 (H) Currency.
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(2) 'Dangerous drug' shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-13-71.

(3) 'Director' means the commissioner, the director of a juvenile detention center or his

or her designee, or any other person who is responsible for the overall management and

operation of a juvenile detention center.

(4) _'Juvenile detention center' means a regional youth detention center or youth

development center operated by or on behalf of the department.

(5) 'Marijuana’ shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-13-21.

(6) 'Telecommunications device' means a device, an apparatus associated with a device,

or a component of a device that enables, or may be used to enable, communication with

a person or device outside a juvenile detention center, including, but not limited to, a

telephone, cellular telephone, personal digital assistant, transmitting radio, or computer

connected or capable of being connected to a computer network, by wireless or other

technoloqgy, or otherwise capable of communicating with a person or device outside of

a juvenile detention center.

(7) 'Weapon' means any object, device, or instrument which when used against a person

is likely to or actually does result in serious bodily injury or death or any replica, article,

or device having the appearance of such object, device, or instrument.

(b) Without authorization of a director, no person shall:

(1) Come onto the grounds of a juvenile detention center with any contraband;

(2) Possess any contraband on the grounds of any juvenile detention center;

(3) Sell to, buy from, qgive or provide to, barter for, exchange, or trade any contraband

with any youth assigned to a juvenile detention center; or

(4) Give any youth assigned to a juvenile detention center any other article or item.

(c) Any person who violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a felony

and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor

more than five years.”

SECTION 3.
Code Section 16-15-3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to definitions in
the 'Georgia Street Gang Terrorism and Prevention Act,’ is amended by revising
subparagraph (1)(G) as follows:
"(G) Any offense defined in Code Section 49-4A-11;retating-to-aitingorencotraging
achtld-to-eseape-from-—custody or 49-4A-15;

SECTION 4.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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