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Senate Bill 195
By: Senators Chance of the 16th, Staton of the 18th, Shafer of the 48th and Pearson of the
S1st

AS PASSED SENATE

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 26 and Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to food,
drugs, and cosmetics and to professions and businesses, respectively, so as to clarify that the
applications submitted for certain professions and businesses are to be made in the form
prescribed and not necessarily as a written document; to change the definition of the term
"electronic data prescription drug order"; to change provisions relating to examinations to
obtain a license to engage in the practice of pharmacy; to change certain provisions relating
to the general powers of the division director; to change certain provisions relating to veteran
examinations; to provide for notification of current laws, rules, and regulations and standards
of conduct relating to the practice of architecture; to provide that the service upon the
division director on behalf of the State Board of Barbers or the State Board of Physical
Therapy shall be at his or her office; to change certain provisions regarding the training,
utilization, and licensing of apprentices in barbershops; to revise certain provisions relating
to the record of revocation of chiropractic licenses; to change certain provisions relating to
the rules and regulations as to sanitary requirements and inspections relative to
cosmetologists; to revise certain requirements for application for low-voltage electrical
contracting licenses; to require the examination for the land surveyor-in-training certificate
be board approved; to change provisions as to notice of meetings of the State Board of
Hearing Aid Dealers and Dispensers; to revise the general powers and duties of the State
Board of Hearing Aid Dealers and Dispensers and the division director; to change certain
provisions relating to the issuance of licenses relative to hearing aid dealers and dispensers;
to amend provisions relating to the qualifications and examination of hearing aid dispenser
apprentices; to provide for notice to the hearing aid dealer licensee or permit holder; to
change certain provisions relating to fees for licensure of landscape architects; to provide that
applicants for licensure as dispensing opticians may be required to pass a board approved
examination; to change certain provisions relating to examinations and examination fees
relative to dispensing opticians; to amend certain provisions as to continuing education
requirements relative to license renewals of dispensing opticians; to change certain

provisions relating to examinations for licenses to practice podiatric medicine; to change
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certain provisions relating to the examination of applicants and appeals relative to
psychologists; to change certain provisions relating to the test an applicant for a used motor
vehicle and parts dealer license must pass; to provide for board approved examinations for
applicants for certification as operators or laboratory analysts of treatment plants; to provide
for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 26 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to food, drugs, and cosmetics,
is amended by revising paragraph (14.1) of Code Section 26-4-5, relating to definitions

relative to pharmacists and pharmacies, as follows:
(14.1) 'Electronic data prescription drug order' means any digitalized prescription drug
order transmitted to a pharmacy, by a means other than by facsimile, which contains the
secure, personalized digital key, code, number, or other identifier used to identify and
authenticate the prescribing practitioner in a manner required by state laws and board
regulations and includes all other information required by state laws and board

regulations. Electronic data prescription drug order also includes any digitalized

prescription drug order transmitted to a pharmacy that is converted into a visual image

of a prescription order during the transmission process, received by the pharmacy

through a facsimile machine, and includes the practitioner's electronic signature.”

SECTION 2.
Said title is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (b) of Code Section 26-4-41,
relating to qualifications for license, examination, and internships and other training
programs relative to pharmacists and pharmacies, as follows:
"(a) Qualifications. To obtain a license to engage in the practice of pharmacy, an applicant
for licensure by examination shall:
(1) Have submitted awittert an application in the form prescribed by the board,;
(2) Have attained the age of majority;
(3) Be of good moral character;
(4) Have graduated and received a professional undergraduate degree from a college or
school of pharmacy as the same may be approved by the board; provided, however, that,
since it would be impractical for the board to evaluate a school or college of pharmacy
located in another country, the board may accept a graduate from such a school or college

as so long as the graduate has completed all requirements of the Foreign Pharmacy
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Equivalency Certification Program administered by the National Association of Boards
of Pharmacy. This shall include successful completion of all required examinations and
the issuance of the equivalency certificate and be based upon an individual evaluation by
the board of the applicant's educational experience, professional background, and
proficiency in the English language;

(5) Have completed an internship or other program that has been approved by the board
or demonstrated to the board's satisfaction that experience in the practice of pharmacy
which meets or exceeds the minimum internship requirements of the board;

(6) Have successfully passed an examination or examinations approved by the board;
and

(7) Have paid the fees specified by the board for the examination and any related

materials and have paid for the issuance of the license.

(b) Examinations.

(1) The examination for licensure required under paragraph (6) of subsection (a) of this
Code section shall be made available by-the-board at least two times during each year.
The board shall determine the content and subject matter of each examination, and the
place, time, and date of administration of the examination:,

(2) The examination shall be prepared to measure the competence of the applicant to
engage in the practice of pharmacy. The board may employ, cooperate, and contract with
any organization or consultant in the preparation and grading of an examination, but shall
retain the sole discretion and responsibility for determining which applicants have
successfully passed such an examination:-and.

(3) Any personwho takes the board approved examination and fails the examination may
repeat the examination at regular intervals of administration; however, a person may not
take the examination more than three times without permission from the board. A person
who has taken the board approved examination and failed the examination for the third
time may not practice as a pharmacy intern. A person who takes the board approved
examination and successfully completes the examination must become licensed within

two years of the examination date or the results of the examination shall become invalid.”

SECTION 3.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 26-4-42, relating to

license transfers for pharmacists licensed in another jurisdiction relative to pharmacists and

pharmacies, as follows:

“(c) To obtain a license to engage in the practice of pharmacy in this state, a pharmacist

who is a graduate of a pharmacy school or college located in another country must

complete all requirements of the Foreign Pharmacy Equivalency Certification Program
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administered by the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy. This shall include

without being limited to successful completion of all required examinations and the

issuance of the equivalency certificate, and an individual evaluation by the board of the

applicant's proficiency in the English language. Additionally, a foreign pharmacy graduate

applicant shall:

(1) Have submitted a-wittert an application in the form prescribed by the board,;

(2) Have attained the age of majority;

(3) Be of good moral character;

(4) Have possessed at the time of initial licensure as a pharmacist all qualifications
necessary to have been eligible for licensure at that time in this state;

(5) Have graduated and been granted a pharmacy degree from a college or school of
pharmacy recognized by the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy Foreign
Pharmacy Graduate Examination Committee;

(6) Have successfully passed an examination approved by the board; and

(7) Have paid the fees specified by the board.”

SECTION 4.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 26-4-46, relating to

pharmacy interns, eligibility, and requirements for licenses, as follows:

() To obtain a license as a pharmacy intern, an applicant shall:

(1) Have submitted a—wittert an application in the form prescribed by the board of
pharmacy;

(2) Have attained the age of majority;

(3) Be of good moral character; and

(4) Have paid the fees specified by the board for the issuance of the license.”

SECTION 5.

Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and businesses,

is amended by revising subsection (j) of Code Section 43-1-2, relating to appointment and

general powers of division director, members and meetings of professional licensing boards,

examination standards, roster of licenses, and funding, as follows:

“(j) The division director shalt may establish administrative standards for the examination

of applicants for licensure by the various professional licensing boards, notwithstanding

any other provisions of law to the contrary. These administrative standards shaH may

include the setting of date, time, and location of examinations, subject to the approval of

the respective professional licensing boards. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law

to the contrary, examination criteria, examination grading procedures, examination fees,
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examination passing score requirements, and other matters pertaining to the examination
of applicants for licensure may be adopted by rules of the respective professional licensing
boards as necessary to implement such examination standards. Examination standards,
including examination criteria, grading procedures, and passing score requirements,
developed in agreement or in conjunction with a national association of state boards or
other related national association for the administration of a nationally recognized uniform
examination may be adopted in lieu of state standards by the respective professional

licensing boards.”

SECTION 6.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-1-9, relating to point credit for
veterans taking examination given by professional licensing boards, as follows:

"43-1-9.

Any applicant taking an examination gtven required by any professional licensing board

except the State Board of Accountancy shall receive points in the following manner:
(1) Any applicant who served on active duty in the armed forces of the United States or
on active duty in a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States, including
the National Guard, for a period of one year or more, of which at least 90 days were
served during wartime or during any conflict when military personnel were committed
by the President of the United States, shall be entitled to a credit of five points. Such
points shall be added by the person grading the examination to the grade made by the
applicant in answering the questions propounded in any such examination;
(2) Any applicant who is a disabled veteran and who served on active duty in the armed
forces of the United States or on active duty in a reserve component of the armed forces
of the United States, including the National Guard, during wartime or during any conflict
when military personnel were committed by the President of the United States shall be
entitled to a credit of five points if the disability was for an injury or illness incurred in
the line of duty and such disability is officially rated at less than 10 percent at the time
of taking the examination. Such points shall be added by the person grading the
examination to the grade made by the applicant in answering the questions propounded
in any such examination; and
(3) Any applicant who is a disabled veteran who served on active duty in the armed
forces of the United States or on active duty in a reserve component of the armed forces
of the United States, including the National Guard, during wartime or during any conflict
when military personnel were committed by the President of the United States shall be
entitled to a credit of ten points if the disability was for an injury or illness incurred in the

line of duty and such disability is officially rated at 10 percent or above at the time of
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170 taking the examination. Such points shall be added by the person grading the

171 examination to the grade made by the applicant in answering questions propounded in
172 any such examination.”
173 SECTION 7.

174  Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-1-10, relating to credit to veteran's
175 grades when examination given in parts or by subject, as follows:

176  "43-1-10.

177 If an examination given by a professional licensing board is gtver required in parts or by
178 subjects and the applicant is required to make a minimum grade on each of the parts or
179  subjects, the points to which the applicant is entitled shall be added to the grade made on
180 each part or subject before the average of his or her grade on all of the parts or subjects is
181  determined.”

182 SECTION 8.

183 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-1-11, relating to veteran's
184 examination to be graded prior to determination of eligibility for credit, as follows:

185 "43-1-11.

186 A person grading an examination gitven required by a professional licensing board shall
187 first grade the examination without reference to veteran credit, determining thereafter from
188 the proof submitted whether an applicant is a veteran and is entitled to such credit; if so,
189 the credit shall be added; and if after such addition the applicant equals or exceeds the
190 grade required to pass the examination, the applicant shall be entitled to be certified as

191  having passed the examination.”

192 SECTION 9.

193 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 43-4-9, relating to
194 adoption of rules, regulations, and standards of conduct and utilization of the Internet relative
195 to architects, as follows:

196  “(b) The board shall post all current laws, rules, regulations, and standards of conduct
197 relating to the practice of architecture in this state on the board's official website. The
198 board shall also provide on the website notification of recent changes in such laws, rules,
199 regulations, or standards and information pertaining to disciplinary actions taken by the
200 board. i
201
202
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SECTION 10.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-7-7, relating to board meetings,
secretary of the board, service of process and documents, and records relative to barbers, as
follows:
"43-7-7.
The board shall meet at least six days a year but shall not meet more than 36 days in one
year. All meetings shall be open to the public except that the board may hold restricted
attendance sessions to prepare, give, and grade examinations and to deliberate in
connection with the decision in a contested case. The division director shall be secretary

of the board and, in addition to his or her duties as prescribed by Code Section 43-1-3, shall

perform such other administrative duties as may be prescribed by the board. All legal
process and all documents required by law to be served upon or filed with the board shall
be served upon or filed with the division director at his or her office th-Attanta. All official

records of the board, or affidavits by the division director as to the content of such records,

shall be prima-facie evidence of all matters required to be kept therein.”

SECTION 11.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-7-12 , relating to requirements for
license to operate a barbershop, as follows:
"43-7-12.
A license to operate a barbershop shall be issued, renewed, or restored to any person who
can show that such barbershop:

(1) Provides and maintains such physical and sanitary facilities and equipment as may

be required by the rules and regulations of the board;

thder-the-stpervisionofatmasterbarber Trains and utilizes apprentices in a manner and

number as required by the board; and

(3) Does business only at the location shown on the application for licensure.”

SECTION 12.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-7-16 , relating to
requirement for license as apprentice barber and limitation on renewal, as follows:
"(a) A license to practice barbering as an apprentice shall be issued to any petsen applicant
who shall furnish the board evidence that such applicant:
(1) Evidence-thathe-witt Will practice under the supervision of a licensed barber with

at least 18 months' experience in the practice of barbering; and

S.B. 195
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()

Is 16 years of age or older.”

SECTION 13.
Said title is further amended by revising subsections (a), (b), and (c) of Code Section 43-9-7,

relating to qualifications of applicants for license to practice chiropractic, as follows:
“(a) Any person wishing to practice chiropractic in this state shall make writtert application
to the board through the division director in such form as may be adopted and directed by
the board.

(b)

oaths; The application shall recite the history of the applicant's educational qualifications,

how long he has studied chiropractic, what collateral branches, if any, he has studied, and
the length of time he has engaged in clinical practice, with proof thereof in the form of
diplomas, certificates, etc.;, and shall accompany the application with satisfactory evidence
of good character and reputation.

(c) Each applicant shall send provide with his application an application fee in an amount
established by the board.”

SECTION 14.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-9-14, relating to record of license
revocation relating to chiropractors, as follows:
"43-9-14.

terminationof-such-case: Reserved.”

SECTION 15.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-10-6, relating to rules and
regulations as to sanitary requirements, instruction on HIV and AIDS, inspections, and

unsanitary conditions as nuisances relative to cosmetologists, as follows:

S.B. 195
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"43-10-6.
(@) The board is authorized to adopt reasonable rules and regulations prescribing the
sanitary requirements of beauty shops, beauty salons, schools of cosmetology, schools of
esthetics, schools of hair design, and schools of nail care, subject to the approval of the
Department of Human Resources, and to cause the rules and regulations or any subsequent

revisions to be in suitable form, ant-te-transmit-acopy-thereef The board shall make the

rules and reqgulations available to the proprietor of each beauty shop, beauty salon, school

of cosmetology, school of esthetics, school of hair design, or school of nail care. It shall
be the duty of every proprietor or person operating a beauty shop, salon, school of
cosmetology, school of esthetics, school of hair design, and school of nail care in this state
to keep a copy of such rules and regulations posted in a conspicuous place in his or her
business, so as to be easily read by his or her customers.

(b) The board is authorized to adopt reasonable rules and regulations requiring that persons
licensed under this chapter undergo instruction on Human Immunodeficiency Virus and
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.

(c) Any inspector employed by the divisten-directer Secretary of State shall have the

power to enter and make reasonable examination of any beauty shop, salon, and school in

the state during business hours for the purpose of enforcing the rules and regulations of the
board and for the purpose of ascertaining the sanitary conditions thereof.

(d) Any beauty shop, salon, or school in which tools, appliances, and furnishings used
therein are kept in an unclean and unsanitary condition so as to endanger health is declared

to be a public nuisance.”

SECTION 16.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 43-14-8.1, relating
to license requirement for low-voltage electrical contracting, businesses conducted by
partnerships, limited liability companies, and corporations, and applications relative to
electrical contracting, as follows:
"(c) Any person desiring to qualify under the provisions of this subsection who meets the
requirements of this subsection, submits proper application prior to and including
December 31, 1984, and pays or has paid the required fees and is not otherwise in violation
of this chapter shall be issued a state-wide Low-voltage Contractor Class LV-A, LV-G,
LV-U, or LV-T license without examination. Anindividual desiring to obtain Low-voltage
Contractor Class LV-T shall submit to the division an affidavit swerrbefore-atrotary
pubhe which outlines the experience of said individual in the practice of low-voltage
wiring relating to telecommunication systems. An individual desiring to obtain a

Low-voltage Contractor Class LV-A license shall submit to the division an affidavit; swotr

S.B. 195
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307 before-anotary-pubhe; which outlines the experience of said individual in the practice of

308 low-voltage wiring relating to alarm systems. An individual desiring to obtain a
309 Low-voltage Contractor Class LV-G license shall submit to the division an affidavit; swotr
310  beforeanotary-pubtie; which outlines the experience of said individual in the practice of
311 low-voltage wiring relating to general systems. Each such affidavit for licensure shall
312 describe in detail the installation of at least three complete low-voltage wiring jobs which
313  shall demonstrate that the individual has successfully performed low-voltage wiring in the
314 area of licensure requested for a period of at least one year immediately prior to the time
315 of application. An individual desiring to obtain a Low-voltage Contractor Class LV-U
316 license shall submit to the division an affidavit,—swerrbefere—anotaryptbhe; which
317 outlines the experience of said individual in the practice of low-voltage wiring relating to
318 alarm and telecommunication systems and which describes in detail the installation of at
319 least six complete low-voltage wiring jobs, three in alarm and three in telecommunication
320 systems, which shall demonstrate that the individual has successfully performed
321 low-voltage wiring in those areas for a period of at least one year immediately prior to the

322  time of application.”

323 SECTION 17.

324  Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-15-12, relating to land
325 surveyor-in-training certificate and eligibility, as follows:

326  "43-15-12.

327 To be eligible for certification as a land surveyor-in-training, an applicant must meet the

328  following minimum requirements:

329 (1)(A) Earn a bachelor's degree in a curriculum approved by the board; ef

330 (B) Earn an associate degree, or its equivalent, in a curriculum approved by the board
331 and acquire not less than two years of combined office and field experience in land
332 surveying of a nature satisfactory to the board; or

333 (C) Earn ahigh school diploma, or its equivalent, and acquire not less than four years'
334 experience in land surveying of a nature satisfactory to the board; antt

335 (2) Acquire a minimum of 15 quarter hours' credit, or its equivalent, in land surveying
336 subjects in a course of study approved by the board; provided, however, that on and after
337 January 1, 1995, the minimum requirement shall be 20 quarter hours' credit, five of which

338 shall be in hydrology; and
339 (3) Subsequently pass the boareis—whritterr board approved examination in the

340 fundamentals of land surveying (land surveyor-in-training examination).”

S.B. 195
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SECTION 18.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 43-18-41, relating
to qualifications of embalmer or funeral director applicants, as follows:
“(c) In addition to the qualifications set out in subsection (a) of this Code section, an
applicant for a funeral director's license shall have, prior to the issuance of said license, a
valid embalmer’s license; shall furnish an affidavit which lists the names of the 50 funerals
at which the apprentice assisted as provided in Code Section 43-18-50; and, effective
January 1, 1991, must pass a-wittert an examination approved by the board which tests

knowledge of the law of this state relating to funeral directors.”

SECTION 19.

Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (a) Code Section
43-18-42, relating to reciprocity and examination upon meeting qualifications relative to
funeral directors and establishments, as follows:

"(1)(A) On or after January 1, 1991, such person successfully passes a—wtittert an

examination approved by the board which tests knowledge of the law of this state

relating to funeral directors; and

(B) Such person satisfied in another state, territory, country, or District of Columbia

the requirements for licensure which are:

(i) In effect in Georgia on the date of application; or

(if) Substantially equal to the requirements for a similar license in Georgia; or”

SECTION 20.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 43-20-5, relating to
meetings, reimbursement of members, and notice of meetings relating to the State Board of
Hearing Aid Dealers and Dispensers, as follows:
"(b) The division director shall notify each member of the board by—certifiec-mait-or

statttory-overntghtdetivery not less than ten days in advance of the time and place of any
meeting of the board.”

SECTION 21.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-20-6, relating to general powers
and duties of the State Board of Hearing Aid Dealers and Dispensers and the division
director, as follows:
"43-20-6.
(@) The board shall have the responsibility and duty of administering and enforcing this

chapter.
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et- The

board shall have the power to establish and to revise minimal procedure and equipment

requirements which shall be used in the dispensing of hearing aids.
(b) The board shall:

2)(1) Supervise the issuance of licenses and administer qualifying examinations;
£3)(2) License persons who make proper application to the division director and who

meet the qualifications for licensure;

£5)(3) Issue and renew licenses;

£6)(4) Suspend, revoke, or otherwise sanction licenses in the manner provided in this
chapter;

A(5) Appoint representatives to conduct or supervise examinations; and

{8)(6) Providetoeachticensed-deater Make available to the public a copy of this chapter,

any amendments thereto, and all adopted rules.

(c) The division director shall be guided by the recommendations of the board in all

matters relating to this chapter and shall assist the board in carrying out this chapter.

(d) In the administration and enforcement of this chapter, the board shall have the power
to adopt reasonable rules and regulations not inconsistent with this chapter and the
Constitution and laws of this state or of the United States for governing its times and places
of meetings; for organization and reorganization; for the holding of examinations; for
governing all other matters requisite to the exercising of its powers; for the performance
of its duties relating to examinations; for granting, suspending, revoking, or otherwise
sanctioning licenses; and for the transaction of its business under this chapter.

(e) The board may provide, by requlation, for the general scope of the examination

described in Code Section 43-20-9. The board may approve the examination and obtain

advice and assistance in providing for and grading such examination; and the division

director may contract with third parties to perform administrative services related to the

examination as he or she deems appropriate.”

SECTION 22.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 43-20-8, relating to

issuance of licenses and fees relative to hearing aid dealers and dispensers, as follows:

"(b) The board may issue a dispenser's license to an applicant only when the applicant has
satisfactorily completed aft a board approved examination agministerec-underthe-ttrection

S.B. 195
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oftheboard and when proof of age has been verified. The license shall authorize the holder

to dispense hearing aids under the general supervision of a licensed dealer.”

SECTION 23.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-20-9, relating to qualifications,
examinations, and apprentice dispensers relative to hearing aid dealers and dispensers, as
follows:
"43-20-9.
(a) Anapplicant may obtain a license by successfully passing a gtatfying board approved

examination agmintsterec-by-the-board, provided that the applicant:
(1) Is at least 18 years of age; and

(2) Is of good moral character.
(b) Fhedivistondirecto

(e Thedivistondirectorshal-schedtteevery Every apprentice dispenser who has held the

permit over 30 days shall be scheduled to stand for the written examination at every

scheduled examination until all sections have been passed, the permit has been revoked by
the board, or the permit has expired. The board shall have the power to revoke a permit
without a hearing if the holder of an apprentice dispenser permit fails to stand for the
examination. The board shall also have the power to revoke a permit without a hearing if
the holder of an apprentice dispenser permit fails to pass the written portion of the

examination on two occasions. The board may include the fee for an initial examination

as a condition for approval of an applicant for an apprentice dispenser's permit.

H(c) The board shall establish uniform criteria for passing and failing candidates.”

SECTION 24.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-20-12, relating to notice to division
director of place of practice and identification of dispensers, apprentice dispensers, and
trainees, and notice to holders of licenses and permits, as follows:
"43-20-12.
(@) A person holding a dealer's license shall notify the division director in writing of the

regular addresses of places of business operated by the dealer for dispensing hearing aids.

S.B. 195
-13-



09 LC 36 1385ERS(SCS)

446 Furthermore, the dealer is required to notify the division director in writing as to the names
447 and license or permit numbers of all dispensers, apprentice dispensers, and trainees
448 employed or otherwise practicing at each of his or her places of business. The dealer is
449 required to notify the division director in writing of any changes of the foregoing within
450 seven calendar days of such change. Any failure shall be considered a violation of this
451 chapter by the dealer.

452 (b) Any notice required to be given by the division director or by the board to any person
453  who holds a license or permit issued by the board shall be mailed to such licensee or permit
454 holder by-certifieemat-orstatutory-overnight-detivery to the address of the place of
455 practice last recorded with the division director; and such mailing shall constitute sufficient

456 notice to such licensee.”

457 SECTION 25.

458  Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-23-8, relating to
459 examination fee, issuance of licenses, biennial renewal of licenses, renewal fee, and effect
460 of nonpayment of check submitted as license fee relative to landscape architects, as follows:
461 "(a) Every applicant for licensure as a landscape architect shall submit with his or her
462 application for such licensure a fee in an amount established by the board-whieh-shatbe
463  suffictent-to—coverthe—costs—ofexamination. If the applicant successfully passes the
464 examination and is otherwise qualified for licensure as a landscape architect, the board

465 shall thereafter, upon payment of a license fee to be determined by the board, issue a

466 license to the applicant, which shall be valid for up to two years and shall be renewable
467 biennially. All licenses shall expire on the renewal date established by the division director.

468  The biennial license renewal fees shall be an amount established by the board.”

469 SECTION 26.

470 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-28-9, relating to qualifications of
471 license applicants and waiver relative to occupational therapists, as follows:

472 "43-28-9.

473 (&) Anapplicant applying for a license as an occupational therapist or as an occupational
474 therapy assistant shall file writtert an application, on forms provided by the board, showing
475  to the satisfaction of the board that such applicant meets-the-foHowingreguirements:

476 (1) Is of good moral character;

477 (2) Has successfully completed the academic requirements of an educational program

478 in occupational therapy recognized by the board, with concentration in biological or

479 physical science, psychology, and sociology and with education in selected manual skills.

480 For an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant, such a program shall be
S.B. 195
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accredited by arecognized accrediting agency acceptable to the board. Other comparable
educational programs such as those approved by the World Federation of Occupational
Therapists may be recognized by the board upon evaluation of detailed program and
course content;

(3) Has successfully completed a period of supervised field work experience at a
recognized educational institution or a training program accredited as provided in
paragraph (2) of this €ede-section subsection. For an occupational therapist, a minimum
of six months of supervised field work experience is required. For an occupational
therapy assistant, a minimum of two months of supervised field work experience is
required; and

(4) Has passed an examination as provided for in Code Section 43-28-10.

(b) Anapplicant not meeting the requirements of subsection (a) of this Code section must

indicate to the board that he or she has obtained a waiver of such requirements pursuant to
Code Section 43-28-11."

SECTION 27.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (e) of Code Section 43-29-7, relating to

license requirements, qualifications of applicants, subjects to be listed on examination, and

issuance and display of license relative to dispensing opticians, as follows:

“(e) Applicants for examinati

aret licensure may be required

to pass a board approved examination upon matters pertaining to mathematics and physics,

ophthalmic materials and laboratory technique, ophthalmic optics, ophthalmic dispensing,

and practical subjects. When any applicant passes the necessary examination and meets

the qualifications set out, the board shall issue a license to such person to practice the trade

or occupation of dispensing optician.”

SECTION 28.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-29-8, relating to examination,

examination fee, and the effect of failure of two examinations relative to dispensing

opticians, as follows:
"43-29-8.

S.B. 195
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514
915
516

517 e} Failure to pass a satisfactory examination shall not prevent any applicant from

518 participating in subsequent examinations before—the—boaret upon complying with this
519 chapter, but any applicant who has failed two examinations shall not be permitted to take
520  any further examination for licensure under this chapter until such applicant has furnished
521  sufficient proof of having taken such additional education and training as shall be required
522 by the board.”

523 SECTION 29.

524  Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-29-11, relating to continuing
525 education requirement, waiver, and effect of failure to complete required course hours
526 relative to dispensing opticians, as follows:

527 "43-29.11.

528 (a) Each person who holds a license as a dispensing optician shall be required to complete
529 ten hours of continuing education prior to each renewal of such license.

530 (b) With his or her application for license renewal, each licensed dispensing optician must
531  shall submit a—certiftcate-or—certificates—ofattendance—for an affidavit of course hours

532 completed as proof that his or her education requirements have been satisfied. The board

533 shall give credit for any course given by any recognized national, regional, or state
534 dispensing society or association if such course increases the education of a dispensing
535 optician and is made available to all licensed opticians on a reasonably nondiscriminatory
536  fee basis. The board may also approve, in accordance with the objectives of this chapter,
537 other courses held within or outside of this state which are available to all persons on a
538 reasonably nondiscriminatory fee basis. Any group of ten or more licensed opticians may
539 arrange for an educational course and request board approval thereof. Any such request
540  shall be made at least 90 days prior to the proposed date of the course and shall include full
541 details as to the contents of the course, the instructors, and the charge to be made for
542 attendance, as well as any other information which the board may require. The board shall
543 endeavor to act upon any request for approval at least 45 days prior to the proposed date
544 therefor and shall thereupon notify all licensed opticians of the time, place, contents, and
545 charges for any such approved course. The eertificate-ofattendance affidavit required under
546 this ehapter Code section shall be issued to the optician upon completion of the approved
547 course. Credit witt shall be allowed on the basis of an hour for an hour. To receive one hour

548 of credit, one must attend one full hour. No fractional hour credits wit shall be allowed.

S.B. 195
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549 (c) The board may waive the requirements of this Code section for any license period for
550 any dispensing optician upon proof of such optician's hardship or disability, provided that
551  suchoptician's license may be revoked upon failure of the licensee to complete the required
552 number of hours, not to exceed 20 hours, of continuing education within 12 months
553 immediately following renewal.

554 (d) A dispensing optician failing to complete the course hours required under this Code
555  section shall have his or her license restored upon proof of subsequent completion of
556 required course hours and, except in the case of a waiver granted under subsection (c) of

557 this Code section, upon payment of a penalty fee in an amount established by the board.”

558 SECTION 30.

559 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-33-9, relating to division director
560 as secretary of board, subpoena power, service of process and documents, and official
561 records as prim-facie evidence relative to physical therapists, as follows:

562  "43-33-9.

563  The division director shall be secretary of the board and shall perform such other
564 administrative duties as may be prescribed by the board. In a contested case, the division
565 director on behalf of the board shall have the power to subpoena, throughout the state,
566  witnesses, designated documents, papers, books, accounts, letters, photographs, objects,
567 or other tangible things. All legal process and all documents required by law to be served
568 upon or filed with the board shall be served upon or filed with the division director at his
569 or her office th-Attanta. All official records of the board or affidavits by the division
570 director certifying the content of such records shall be prima-facie evidence of all matters

571 required to be kept therein.”

572 SECTION 31.

573 Said title is further amended by revising 43-35-12, relating to eligibility for license relative
574  to podiatry practice, as follows:

575  "43-35-12.

576 A license to practice podiatric medicine shall be issued to any person who:

577 (1) Is agraduate of an accredited college of podiatric medicine approved by the board,;
578 (2) Holds a doctoral degree or its equivalent;

579 (3) Satisfactorily passes ar—examination—prepared—or—approved a board approved
580 examination, if an examination is required by the board;

581 (4) Successfully completes postdoctoral training of no less than 12 months as a resident
582 in podiatric medicine and surgery in a program or institution approved by, and in good

583 standing with, the board;

S.B. 195
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(5) Has attained the age of 21 years;

(6) Is not disqualified to receive a license under the provisions of Code Section
43-35-16; and

(7) Pays the required fee to the board.”

SECTION 32.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-35-14, relating to examination of
applicants relative to podiatry practice, as follows:
"43-35-14.
The board shal-examine—appticants may require applicants to be examined upon the
subjects required for the practice of podiatric medicine atleasttwice-each-yearand-shal

JTUCCUUITC VV JUdAlIU UTC cAl'y U Ay

guatificationsto-practice-podiatric-medicine. Any standardized examination which the
board shall approve may be administered to all applicants in lieu of or in conjunction with

any other examination which the board shaH-agminister may require.”

SECTION 33.
Said title is further amended by revising subsections (a), (c), and (f) of Code Section 43-38-6,
relating to licenses, qualifications, criminal records, fingerprints, bond, insurance, or net
worth affidavit, display of license, suspension, temporary permits, and license recognition
agreements relative to private detectives and security agencies, as follows:
"43-38-6.
(a) Any individual, firm, association, company, partnership, limited liability company, or
corporation desiring to engage in the private detective or private security business in this
state shall make a verified application ti—writing to the division director for a license
therefor. If the applicant is a firm, association, company, partnership, limited liability
company, or corporation, the person filing the application on behalf of such firm,
association, company, partnership, limited liability company, or corporation shall be a
corporate officer of such corporation or an officer of such firm, association, partnership,
or limited liability company; and such individual shall meet the qualifications set out in this
Code section.”
"(c) The application for a license shall be made tA-witing; under oath; on a form to be
furnished by the division director. The application shall state the applicant's full name, age,
date and place of birth; residences and employment within the past five years, with the
names and addresses of employers; present occupation; date and place of conviction or
arrest for any crime, including the plea of nolo contendere or a plea entered pursuant to

Avrticle 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42 or other first offender treatment; and such additional

S.B. 195
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information as the board may require to investigate the qualifications, character,
competency, and integrity of the applicant. Each applicant shall submit with the application
two complete sets of fingerprints on forms specified and furnished by the board and one
photograph, two inches wide by three inches high, full face, taken within six months prior
to the application; provided, however, that the board may waive the submission of
fingerprints and photograph for any employee who has been employed by a person licensed
under this chapter within the previous 12 months. The application shall contain such
additional documentation as the board may prescribe by rule. The board shall have the
discretion to deny a license to an applicant who fails to provide the information and
supporting documentation required by this subsection.”

"(f) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code section, an applicant for a license
shall agree twiting-on-the-appheation that if such applicant makes a false statement in
the application or if such applicant has been found to have been convicted of a felony and
has not had all his or her civil rights restored pursuant to law, then the board shall be
authorized to suspend any license granted to such applicant without a prior hearing as
required in Code Section 43-38-11. Upon request, any such person shall be entitled to a

hearing on such matter subsequent to the suspension.”

SECTION 34.
Said title is further amended by revising subsections (d) and (g) of Code Section 43-38-7,
relating to registration of armed employees, qualifications, continuing education,
fingerprints, registration card, and suspension relative to private detectives and security
agencies, as follows:
"(d) The application for registration shall be made t-writifg; under oath; on a form to be
furnished by the division director. The application shall state the employee's full name,
age, and date and place of birth; residences and employment within the past five years;
experience in the position applied for or held; the date and place of conviction or arrest for
any crime, including the entry of a plea of nolo contendere or the entry of a plea entered
pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42 or other first offender treatment; and such
other information as the board may require. The application for registration shall be
accompanied by two sets of fingerprints of the employee and one photograph of the
employee, two inches wide by three inches high, full face, taken within six months prior
to the application. The board shall have discretion to deny registration to any individual
when the information and supporting documentation required by this subsection are not
provided.”

"(9) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code section, any person who is to be

registered under this Code section shall agree th—writing-on-the-appheation that if such
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655 person to be registered makes a false statement in the application or if such person has been
656  found to have been convicted of a felony and has not had all his or her civil rights restored
657 pursuant to law, then the board shall be authorized to suspend any registration granted to
658  such applicant without a prior hearing as required in Code Section 43-38-11. Upon
659 request, any such person shall be entitled to a hearing on such matter subsequent to the

660  suspension.”

661 SECTION 35.

662 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-39-9, relating to examination of
663 applicants and appeals relative to psychologists, as follows:

664  "43-39-9.

665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673  boardfor—review: Applicants shall take a board approved examination to test the

674 applicant's qualifications. The application shall be written or oral or both."

675 SECTION 36.

676 Said title is further amended by revising subsections (d) and (l) of Code Section 43-47-8,
677 relating to license applications, prerequisites, license fees, renewal, training or test,
678 supplemental licenses, bonds, insurance, suspension for conviction or false statement, and
679 meetings relative to used motor vehicle and parts dealers, as follows:

680  “(d) Each division may require either that within the preceding year the applicant has
681 attended a training and information seminar approved by the division or that the applicant
682 has passed a test approved by the division ane-admintsteredbythe-tiviston-director. Such
683  seminar or test, if required, shall include, but shall not be limited to, dealer requirements
684 of this chapter, including books and records to be kept; requirements of the Department of
685 Revenue; and such other information as in the opinion of the division will promote good
686  business practices. No seminar shall exceed one day in length.”

687 “(I) Each division may authorize the division director to issue a license when he or she has
688 received the bond required by subsections (g) and (h) of this Code section, the proof of

689 insurance required by subsection (k) of this Code section, and a fingerprint card for
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690 submission to the Georgia Crime Information Center and to the Federal Bureau of
691 Investigation. Each completed application for a permanent license shall be reviewed by
692 the appropriate division, which may deny licensure for any good reason under this chapter.
693  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, each applicant for a license
694 pursuant to the provisions of this Code section shall agree t-wtting in the application that
695 if the applicant makes a false statement on the application or if the criminal record check
696 returned from the Georgia Crime Information Center or from the Federal Bureau of
697 Investigation reveals a conviction of or an entry of a plea of nolo contendere to a crime
698 involving the use of violence, a used motor vehicle, or illegal drugs; tax evasion or failure
699 to pay taxes; any crime involving the illegal use or possession of a dangerous weapon; or
700 any crime involving moral turpitude, then the division shall be authorized to suspend the
701 license without a prior hearing. The divisions shall each meet as needed, in their
702 discretion. The board shall meet at least once each quarter and upon the call of the board

703 chairperson for any special sessions.”

704 SECTION 37.

705 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-50-31, relating
706 to application for license, qualifications, determination as to admission or nonadmission to
707 examination, and waiver relative to veterinarians and veterinary technicians, as follows:
708  “(a) Any person desiring a license to practice veterinary medicine in this state shall make
709 wtttert application to the board. The application shall include evidence, satisfactory to the
710 board, that:

711 (1) The applicant has attained the age of 18;

712 (2) The applicant is of good moral character;

713 (3) The applicant is a graduate of an accredited college or school of veterinary medicine
714 or possesses an ECFVG certificate or its substantial equivalent; provided, however, that
715 a senior veterinary student may, in the discretion of the board, be allowed to sit for the
716 examination during his or her senior year if he or she meets the other qualifications but
717 shall not be issued a license unless and until he or she graduates; and

718 (4) The applicant meets such other qualifications or provides such other information as

719 the board may require by rule.”

720 SECTION 38.
721 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 43-50-40, relating
722 torenewal of licenses and registrations, reinstatement, waiver of fee, continuing education,

723 and inactive status relative to veterinarians and veterinary technicians, as follows:

S.B. 195
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724 "(b) Any person who shall practice veterinary medicine or veterinary technology after the
725 expiration of his or her license or registration and willfully or by neglect fail to renew such
726 license or registration shall be practicing in violation of this article, provided that any
727 person may renew an expired license or registration within the period established by the
728 division director in accordance with Code Section 43-1-4 by making writtert application
729  for renewal and paying the applicable fees. After the time period established by the
730 division director has elapsed, such license or registration may be reinstated in accordance
731 with the rules of the board.”

732 SECTION 39.

733 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 43-51-7, relating to examinations
734  relative to treatment plant operators, as follows:

735  "43-51-7.

736 Fhe-board-shal-prepare-examinations-to Board approved examinations shall be used in

737 determining the knowledge, ability, and judgment of applicants for certification as

738 operators or laboratory analysts except for applications submitted prior to July 1, 2000, for

739 Class IV level certifications. Such examinations shall be given at least six times annually.”

740 SECTION 40.
741 This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law

742  without such approval.

743 SECTION 41.

744  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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