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House Bill 568

By: Representative Parsons of the 42™

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 46 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to organization and members of the Public Service Commission, so as to provide that
members of the Public Service Commission shall represent the entire state and be elected
state wide; to change the term and manner of the election of the chairperson of the
commission; to provide for the election of other officers; to provide for the establishment of
rules by the commission as to quorum, attendance, and other matters; to provide for an
effective date; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Acrticle 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 46 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
organization and members of the Public Service Commission, is amended by revising Code
Section 46-2-1, relating to election of Commissioners and terms of office, as follows:
"46-2-1.
(a) The Georgia Public Service Commission shall consist of five members to be elected
as provided in this Code section. The members in office on January 1, 2666 2010, and any
member appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in such membership prior to the expiration
of a term of office shall continue to serve out their respective terms of office. As terms of
office expire, new members elected to the commission shall be required to be residents of

ach this state

and may reside anywhere within this state. Each member of the commission shall be

elected state wide by the qualified voters of this state who are entitled to vote for members
of the General Assembly. Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, the election
shall be held under the same rules and regulations as apply to the election of Governor. The
Commissioners, who shall give their entire time to the duties of their offices, shall be

elected at the general election next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the
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respective incumbents. Their terms of office shall be six years and shall expire on
December 31.

(b) In order to be elected as a member of the commission from—a—Public—Service
Commissten-Distriet, a person must have resided in that-district this state for at least 12
months prior to election thereto. A person elected as a member of the commission-frema
Pubtie Service-CommisstenDistrictby the voters of Georgia must continue to reside in that

ehstrict this state during the person's term of office or that office shall thereupon become

vacant.
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319  Habersham-County
320 HalCotnty

321  HartCounty

322  tumpkin-Cotnty
323  Murray-County
324  PickensCotnty
325  RabunCounty

326  StephensCotnty
327  FownsCounty

328 Ynten-County
329  WatkerCotinty
330 White Cotnty

331 Whitfteld-County

332  Distriet665

333 Carroll-County
334  Cobb-County
335  Coweta-County
336  DouglasCotnty
337  FayetteCounty
338 Haralsen-County

339 Harris-Cotnty
340  HeardCotnty
341 Henry-County

342  tamarCotnty

343  MeriwetherCotnty
344 Muscogee-Cotnty
345  Paulding-County

346  Pike-Cotmnty
347 Potk County
348 Spalding-Cotmnty
349  TalbotCounty
350  Trotp-County

351 Ypsen-Cotnty

352  {eh)(c) The first members of the commission elected under this Code section shall be
353 elected thereto on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November, 2060, from

354 2012, to succeed the members from former Public Service Commission Districts 3 and 5,
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355 shall take office on the first day of January immediately following that election, and shall
356  serve for terms of office of six years and until the election and qualification of their
357 respective successors. Those members of the commission elected thereto on the Tuesday
358 next following the first Monday in November, 2062, from 2014, to succeed the members

359 from Public Service Commission Districts 1 and 4 shall take office on the first day of
360 January immediately following that election and shall serve for terms of office of six years
361 and until the election and qualification of their respective successors. The member of the
362 commission elected thereto on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November,
363 2064—+From 2010, to succeed the member from Public Service Commission District 2 shall

364 take office on the first day of January immediately following that election and shall serve

365  for a term of office of six years and until the election and qualification of his or her
366 respective successor. All future successors to members of the commission whose terms of
367 office are to expire shall be elected at the state-wide general election immediately
368 preceding the expiration of such terms, shall take office on the first day of January
369 immediately following that election, and shall serve for terms of office of six years.
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SECTION 2.

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 46-2-5, relating to chairman of the

commission and selection, as follows:

"46-2-5.
(a) There shall be a ehatrman chairperson of the commission. The chairperson shall be

selected by a simple majority of the members of the commission. The initial chairperson

selected under this Code section shall take office within 15 days after January 1, 2010, and

shall serve for a term of office as chairperson until January 1, 2013, or until his or her term

as a member of the commission shall expire, whichever is shorter. Each subsequent

chairperson shall serve for a three-year term of office as chairperson or until his or her term

as a member of the commission shall expire, whichever is shorter. Any two members of

the commission may call for an election of a chairperson at any time prior to the end of the

three-year term of a chairperson; provided, however, such elections shall not be held more

than once per calendar year, except in the case of a vacancy by the chairperson; and

provided, further, any chairperson so elected shall serve for a three-year term of office as

chairperson or until his or her term as a member of the commission shall expire, whichever

is shorter.
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433
434  {(e}(b) The ehatrman chairperson shall give his or her entire time to the duties of his the
435 office.

436 (c) The members of the commission may elect such other officers as they deem advisable

437 and shall establish such quorum, attendance, and other rules as they deem necessary for the

438 most efficient operation of the commission. The commission may meet at such times and

439 places within this state as the commission deems necessary.”

440 SECTION 3.
441  This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2010.

442 SECTION 4.

443  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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