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The Senate Natural Resources and the Environment Committee offered the following
substitute to SB 474

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to hunting of wildlife, so as to prohibit running bears with dogs except under certain
conditions; to provide that in general any person may take possession of native wildlife
which has been killed by a motor vehicle; to provide exceptions and conditions; to require
notification in the case of bear; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and

for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
hunting of wildlife, is amended in Code Section 27-3-16, relating to hunting with dogs
generally and training of hunting dogs, by adding a new subsection to read as follows:

“(f) It shall be unlawful to run bears with dogs except in counties with an open season for

hunting bears with dogs.”

SECTION 2.
Said article is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section
27-3-26, relating to hunting bears, restrictions, and penalties, as follows:

"(3) Possess or transport a freshly killed bear or bear part except during the open season

for hunting and taking bears and except as provided in Code Section 27-3-28."

SECTION 3.
Said article is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:
"27-3-28.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, any person may lawfully possess

native wildlife which has been accidentally Killed by a motor vehicle. The following

exceptions and conditions to this general rule shall apply:




25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

48
49

10 LC 21 0789S

(1) Any person taking possession of a bear accidentally killed by a motor vehicle shall

notify the department or a law enforcement officer of the fact and location of the taking

of possession and his or her name and address within 48 hours after taking possession of

the bear; and

(2) This Code section shall not authorize any person to take possession of any animal of

aspecies designated as a protected species under Article 5 of this chapter or under federal

law.

(b) A law enforcement officer receiving a report of a person taking possession of a bear

under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code section shall in turn transmit the reported

information to the department within 48 hours after receipt of such information.”

SECTION 4.
Said article is further amended by repealing and reserving Code Section 27-3-47, relating to
collision with a deer by a motor vehicle, as follows:
"27-3-47.

Reserved.

SECTION 5.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.



