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The House Committee on Rules offers the following substitute to SB 382:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,1

relating to hunting, trapping, or fishing, so as to change certain provisions relating to2

issuance and sale of hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses, identification required of3

purchases, and withdrawal of agents´ authority to sell licenses; to change certain provisions4

relating to game and fish license, permit, tag, and stamp fees; to provide for effective dates5

and application; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.6

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:7

SECTION 1.8

Article 1 of Chapter 2 of Title 27 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to9

hunting, trapping, or fishing, is amended by revising Code Section 27-2-2, relating to10

issuance and sale of hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses, identification required of11

purchasers, and withdrawal of agents´ authority to sell licenses, as follows:12

"27-2-2.13

(a)  Hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses shall be issued and sold by the department on14

forms containing such information as may be prescribed by the department. As used in this15

Code section, the term 'license' shall include all permits, licenses, or stamps issued by the16

department under Code Section 27-2-23. Licenses for hunting and fishing may be sold in17

each county by persons approved by the department to be license agents.18

(b)  Each license agent may be required to:19

(1)  Remit to the department a premium which shall entitle him or her to coverage under20

a blanket performance bond provided by the department. The premium, which may21

include the reasonable cost of administering a self-insurance program, shall be in an22

amount determined by the commissioner, and shall be due and payable annually upon23

billing by the department;24

(2)  Account for all license sales and the monetary receipts from such sales in reports to25

the department, which reports shall be on a schedule and in a form specified by the26
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written agreement between the license agent and the department. Failure to remit license1

sales receipts as specified in the agreement may result in suspension of the license agent´s2

ability to sell licenses; and3

(3)  Receive for himself or herself no more than 60¢ for each license issued, except for4

nonresident hunting licenses and resident sportsman licenses, for which the license agent5

may receive $1.25 for each license issued, and except for licenses sold by telephone by6

an approved telephone license agent or over the Internet by an approved Internet license7

agent, for which the agent may charge and receive up to $5.00 per transaction in addition8

to the actual cost of the license or licenses sold during the transaction; provided, however,9

that neither the telephone license agent nor the Internet license agent shall receive any10

additional fee per license sold during a telephone or Internet transaction; provided,11

further, that the sale of one or more licenses to one applicant during one telephone call12

or one Internet session shall constitute a single transaction.13

(b.1)  Any person who applies to be a license agent after June 30, 1998, shall be assessed14

a fee not to exceed the fair market cost of automated licensing equipment the department15

shall install in such agent´s place of business. Such fees shall be due and payable upon16

installation of the automated equipment.17

(b.2)  The department shall take such steps as are reasonable and necessary to promote the18

widespread availability of license agents who offer licenses for sale at independently19

owned and operated small business retail store locations, including but not limited to20

hunting goods stores, bait and tackle shops, and convenience stores.  The department shall21

not impose any requirement or enter into any contract that would discriminate against22

license agents who offer licenses for sale at independently owned and operated small23

business retail store locations or that would generally tend to reduce the number of license24

agents who offer licenses for sale at independently owned and operated small business25

retail store locations.26

(c)  The commissioner may either purchase a blanket performance bond for the27

department´s license agents from or through the Department of Administrative Services or28

any other source or establish a self-insurance bond by retaining all moneys paid to the29

department for the premium established pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section, all30

moneys received as interest, and nonappropriated funds received from other sources to31

establish and maintain a reserve fund for the purpose of making payments to the32

department upon the defalcations of license agents and defraying the expenses necessary33

to administer the program; provided, however, that no revenue collected from taxes, fees,34

and assessments for state purposes shall be deposited in such fund.  The commissioner shall35

invest any such moneys in the same manner as other moneys in his or her possession. The36
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commissioner is authorized, in his or her discretion, to contract for any or all of the services1

necessary to carry out the functions enumerated in this Code section.2

(d)  Prior to selling any license, except for a license sold over the telephone by an approved3

telephone license agent or over the Internet by an approved Internet license agent, each4

license agent shall require each person desiring to purchase a license to display a driver´s5

license or equally reliable identification of the individual and the current residence and age6

of such individual. In the event the department determines that a license agent has7

intentionally or negligently sold a resident license to a person who is a nonresident or who8

is underage, the department may immediately withdraw the authority of such license agent9

to issue and sell licenses on behalf of the department, provided that the department shall10

not withdraw the license agent´s authority until the license agent has been given ten days´11

written notice of intention to withdraw authority setting forth the reason or reasons for the12

withdrawal and giving the license agent a hearing in the county of said agent´s residence13

on the reasons for withdrawal."14

SECTION 2A.15

Said article is further amended by revising Code Section 27-2-23, relating to game and fish16

license, permit, tag, and stamp fees, as follows:17

"27-2-23.18

Fees for licenses, permits, tags, and stamps required by this title shall be as follows:19

(1)  Hunting licenses:20

(A)  Resident hunting license21 Annual $    10.00

(B)  Nonresident hunting license22 Annual 75.00

(C)  Nonresident three-day hunting license23 Three-day 30.00

(D)  Resident one-day three-day hunting24

license25

One-day Three-

day

5.50

(D.1) Nonresident one-day hunting license26 One-day 12.00

(E)  Resident big game license27 Annual 9.00

(F)  Nonresident big game license28 Annual 135.00

(F.1)  Nonresident three-day big game license29 Three-day 50.00

(G)  Nonresident shooting preserve30

hunting license31 Season 12.00

(H)  Commercial fox hunting preserve license32 Season 60.00

(I)  Commercial fox breeder license33 Season 60.00

(J)  Waterfowl license valid for residents34

and nonresidents35 Annual 5.50
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(K)  Georgia migratory bird license1 Annual Free

(L)  Resident primitive weapons license2 Annual 8.00

(M)  Nonresident primitive weapons license3 Annual 25.00

(2)  Resident hunting/fishing license4 Annual 17.00

(3)  Resident sportsman´s license5 Annual 60.00

(4)  Recreational fishing licenses:6

(A)  Resident fishing license7 Annual 9.00

(B)  Nonresident fishing license8 Annual 24.00

(C)  Nonresident three-day fishing license9 Seven-day

Three-day

7.00

(D)  Fishing license, valid for residents10

and nonresidents Resident three-day fishing11

license12

One-day Three-

day

3.50

(E)  Resident trout license13 Annual 5.00

(F)  Nonresident trout license14 Annual 13.00

(5)  Trapping licenses:15

(A)  Resident commercial trapping license16 Annual 30.00

(B)  Nonresident commercial trapping license17 Annual 295.00

(6)  Commercial fishing licenses:18

(A)  Resident commercial fishing license19 Season 12.00

(B)  Nonresident commercial fishing license20 Season 118.00

(C)  Resident commercial crabbing license21 Season 12.00

(D)  Nonresident commercial crabbing license22 Season 118.00

(7)  Fur, hide, and pelt licenses:23

(A)  Resident fur dealer license24 Annual 295.00

(B)  Nonresident fur dealer license25 Annual 415.00

(C)  Fur dealer´s agent license26 Annual 180.00

(8)  Miscellaneous licenses and permits:27

(A)  Retail fish dealer license28 Annual 10.00

(B)  Wholesale fish dealer license29 Annual 59.00

(C)  Resident game-holding permit30 Annual 5.00

(D)  Commercial quail breeder permit31 Annual 30.00

(E)  Scientific collecting permit32 Annual 50.00

(F)  Wildlife exhibition permit33 Annual 59.00

(G)  Commercial shooting preserve license34 Annual 150.00
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(H)  Private shooting preserve license1 Annual 75.00

(I)  Blanket commercial shooting preserve2

license3 Annual 500.00

(J)  Commercial fish hatchery license4 Annual 59.00

(K)  Catch-out pond license5 Annual 236.00

(L)  Soft-shell crab dealer license6 Annual 10.00

(M)  Resident taxidermist license7 Three-year 150.00

(N)  Nonresident taxidermist license8 Three-year 500.00

(O)  Falconry permit9 Three-year 30.00

(P)  Commercial alligator farming license10 Annual 50.00

(Q)  Alligator hunting license11 Annual 50.00

(R)  Wild animal license12 Annual 236.00

(S)  Wild animal auction license13 Seven-day 5,000.00

(T)  Resident bait dealer license14 Season 25.00

(U)  Nonresident bait dealer license15 Season 150.00

(9)  The board is authorized to provide by rule for a fee not to exceed $19.00 for resident16

daily, seasonal, or annual use permits, licenses, or stamps to hunt and fish on or otherwise17

use specially designated streams, lakes, or wildlife management areas or a fee not to18

exceed $73.00 for nonresident permits, licenses, or stamps issued under this paragraph."19

SECTION 2B.20

Said article is further amended by revising said Code section as follows:21

"27-2-23.22

Fees for licenses, permits, tags, and stamps required by this title shall be as follows:23

(1)  Hunting licenses:24

(A)  Resident hunting license25 Annual $     8.50

(B)  Nonresident hunting license26 Annual 75.00

(C)  Nonresident three-day hunting license27 Three-day 30.00

(D)  Resident one-day three-day hunting28

license 29

One-day Three-

day

5.50 

(D.1)  Nonresident one-day hunting license30 One-day 12.00

(E)  Resident big game license31 Annual 7.50

(F)  Nonresident big game license32 Annual 135.00

(F.1)  Nonresident three-day big game license33 Three-day 50.00
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(G)  Nonresident shooting preserve1

hunting license2 Season 10.00

(H)  Commercial fox hunting preserve license3 Season 50.00

(I)  Commercial fox breeder license4 Season 50.00

(J)  Waterfowl license valid for residents5

and nonresidents6 Annual 5.50

(K)  Georgia migratory bird license7 Annual Free

(L)  Resident primitive weapons license8 Annual 8.00

(M)  Nonresident primitive weapons license9 Annual 25.00

(2)  Resident hunting/fishing license10 Annual 15.50

(3)  Resident sportsman´s license11 Annual 60.00

(4)  Recreational fishing licenses:12

(A)  Resident fishing license13 Annual 7.50

(B)  Nonresident fishing license14 Annual 20.00

(C)  Nonresident three-day fishing license15 Seven-day

Three-day

7.00

(D)  Fishing license, valid for residents16

and nonresidents Resident three-day fishing17

license18

One-day Three-

day

3.50

(E)  Resident trout license19 Annual 3.50

(F)  Nonresident trout license20 Annual 10.50

(5)  Trapping licenses:21

(A)  Resident commercial trapping license22 Annual 25.00

(B)  Nonresident commercial trapping license23 Annual 250.00

(6)  Commercial fishing licenses:24

(A)  Resident commercial fishing license25 Season 10.00

(B)  Nonresident commercial fishing license26 Season 100.25

(C)  Resident commercial crabbing license27 Season 12.00

(D)  Nonresident commercial crabbing license28 Season 118.00

(7)  Fur, hide, and pelt licenses:29

(A)  Resident fur dealer license30 Annual 250.00

(B)  Nonresident fur dealer license31 Annual 350.00

(C)  Fur dealer´s agent license32 Annual 150.00

(8)  Miscellaneous licenses and permits:33

(A)  Retail fish dealer license34 Annual  5.00
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(B)  Wholesale fish dealer license1 Annual 50.00

(C)  Resident game-holding permit2 Annual 2.50

(D)  Commercial quail breeder permit3 Annual 25.00

(E)  Scientific collecting permit4 Annual  5.00

(F)  Wildlife exhibition permit5 Annual 50.00

(G)  Commercial shooting preserve license6 Annual  25.00

(H)  Private shooting preserve license7 Annual 10.00

(I)  Blanket commercial shooting preserve8

license9 Annual 500.00

(J)  Commercial fish hatchery license10 Annual 50.00

(K)  Catch-out pond license11 Annual 200.00

(L)  Soft-shell crab dealer license12 Annual 10.00

(M)  Resident taxidermist license13 Three-year 150.00

(N)  Nonresident taxidermist license14 Three-year 500.00

(O)  Falconry permit15 Three-year 30.00

(P)  Commercial alligator farming license16 Annual 25.00

(Q)  Alligator hunting license17 Annual 50.00

(R)  Wild animal license18 Annual 200.00

(S)  Wild animal auction license19 Seven-day 5,000.00

(T)  Resident bait dealer license20 Season 25.00

(U)  Nonresident bait dealer license21 Season 150.00

(9)  The board is authorized to provide by rule for a fee not to exceed $15.60 for resident22

daily, seasonal, or annual use permits, licenses, or stamps to hunt and fish on or otherwise23

use specially designated streams, lakes, or wildlife management areas or a fee not to24

exceed $61.25 for nonresident permits, licenses, or stamps issued under this paragraph."25

SECTION 3.26

(a)  This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming27

law without such approval, except as otherwise provided by subsection (b) of this section.28

(b)  Section 2B of this Act shall become effective on March 31, 2012.29

(c)  Section 1 of this Act shall not be applied to impair any right or obligation of any contract30

entered into prior to the effective date of such section.31

SECTION 4.32

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.33


