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The House Committee on Health and Human Services offers the following
substitute to SB 134:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, so as to
revise certain provisions relating to health care planning, development, and facility
acquisition within the state; to revise definitions; to establish the Health Strategies Advisory
Council as the successor to the Health Strategies Council; to provide for its composition and
duties; to abolish the Health Strategies Council and transfer pending matters to the Health
Strategies Advisory Council; to change certain provisions relating to content and form of
notice to the Attorney General concerning hospital acquisitions, fees, and retention of
experts; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws;

and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Title 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, is amended by adding
a new paragraph to Code Section 31-6-2, relating to definitions, to read as follows:
”(3.1) 'Board' means the Board of Community Health established under Code Section
31-5A-3

SECTION 2.
Said title is further amended by revising paragraphs (10) and (23) of Code Section 31-6-2,
relating to definitions, as follows:
"(10) 'Health Strategies Advisory Council or ‘council’ means the body created by this
chapter to advise the Department of Community Health and-adoptthestate-heatthptan.”
"(23) 'State health plan' means a comprehensive program atdepteet based on
recommendations by the Health Strategies Advisory Council and the board, approved by
the Governor, and implemented by the State of Georgia for the purpose of providing

adequate health care services and facilities throughout the state.”
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SECTION 3.
Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 31-6-20, relating to the Health
Strategies Council generally, as follows:
"31-6-20.
(a) There is created a Health Strategies Advisory Council to be appointed by the Governor,
subject to confirmation by the Senate. Any appointment made when the Senate is not in
session shall be effective until the appointment is acted upon by the Senate. The Health
Strategies Advisory Council shall be the successor to the Health Petiey Strategies Council.
Those members of the previously existing Health Petiey Strategies Council who are were
serving as such on January 1, £99% 2007, shall continue to serve until 3uty-1-199% June
30, 2007, at which time their terms shall expire and that council shall be abolished. Onand
after that date the council shall be composed of 25 15 members. Of those members, at least
one shall be appointed from each congressional district. The council shall be composed as

follows:

A)(1) Onemember Two members each representing rarat-hospttals a hospital in a rural

county;
{B)(2) ©ne-member Two members each representing trbar-hoespttals a hospital in an
urban county;

{€)(3) One member who is a board certified primary care physician in active practice;
{B)(4) One member who is a physician in a board certified surgical specialty, including

the practice of general surgery;

{6)(5) One member representing nursing homes;

{H)(6) One member representing home health agencies;

(7) One member representing a physician owned freestanding ambulatory surgical
(8) One member representing the private insurance industry;

S. B. 134(SUB)
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{A)(9) One member representing health care needs of women and children and is a board

certified pediatrician, obstetrician, or obstetrician/gynecologist in active practice;

{E3(11) One member representing health care needs of tow-treemepersons the indigent;
(12) One member representing mental health care needs; and

{F)(13) One member representing health care needs of smaH business personnel.;

(b) If the state obtains an additional member of the United States House of Representatives
as a result of reapportionment, the Governor shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the
Senate, from the new congressional district thus created one health-careprovider member

who mee he—recttrermen O copPatagrapn—(3a O i OO E—SECTOT—ahnt—01c

27members represents local or county government.

(c) The members of the council who are appointed to succeed those members whose terms
expire 3thy-1-199% June 30, 2007, shall take office Jthy-1-1991 July 1, 2007, and 32 seven

of them shall be designated in such appointment to serve initial terms of office of two years

and 13 eight of them shall be designated in such appointment to serve initial terms of office
of four years. If twoe an additional members-are member is appointed to the council to
represent a new congressional district as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section,
one said member shall be designated to serve an initial term of office which expires when

the above initial two-year terms of office expire ant-one-shal-be-destgnated-to-serve-an

eroOT1T0 Ce WV CreXpireswWwhe HeapoOVve c Otr—=Yy¢ta C 010 cexpre.

After the initial terms provided in this subsection, members of the council shall be
appointed to serve for four-year terms of office. Members of the council shall serve out
their terms of office and until their respective successors are appointed and qualified.

(d) Members of the council shall be subject to removal; by
(1) By the Governor after notice and opportunity for hearing for; ircompetence;rieglect
¢ dtty—or-for-faiti

(A) Inability or neglect to perform the duties required of members;
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(B) Incompetence; or

(C) Dishonest conduct; or

(2) For failure to attend at least 75 percent of the meetings of the council in any year;

provided, however, that an absence caused by a medical condition or death of a family
member shall constitute an excused absence and shall not provide grounds for removal.

Vacancies on the council shall be filled by appointment by the Governor, subject to
confirmation by the Senate.

(e) The Governor shall appoint the ekatrman chairperson of the council. A majority of the
members of the council shall constitute a quorum.

(H The members of the council attending meetings of such council, or attending a
subcommittee meeting thereof authorized by such council, shall receive no salary but shall
be reimbursed for their expenses in attending meetings and for transportation costs as
authorized by Code Section 45-7-21, which provides for the compensation and allowances
of certain state officials.

(9) The functions of the council shall be to:

(1) Adept Review, comment, and make recommendations to the board on components
of the state health plan ant-stbmititte-the board-forapprovatwhich-shatHnctude-atho

proposed rules for the administration of this chapter, except emergency rules, priet-to
thetradoption as requested by the department;

(3) Conduct an ongoing evaluation of Georgia’s existing health care resources for
accessibility, including but not limited to financial, geographic, cultural, and
administrative accessibility, quality, comprehensiveness, and cost;

(4) Study long-term comprehensive approaches to providing health insurance coverage
to the entire population; and

(5) Perform such other functions as may be specified for the council by the department

or its board.
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SECTION 4.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 31-6-48, relating to prior units

abolished, as follows:

"31-6-48.

The State Health Planning and Development Agency, the State-wide Health Coordinating
Council, and the State Health Planning Review Board existing immediately prior to July
1, 1983, are abolished, and their respective successors on and after July 1, 1983, shall be
the Health Planning Agency, the Health Policy Council, and the Health Planning Review
Board, as established in this chapter, except that on and after July 1, 1991, the Health
Strategies Council shall be the successor to the Health Policy Council, and except that on
and after July 1, 1999, the Department of Community Health shall be the successor to the
Health Planning Agency, and except that on and after July 1, 2007, the Health Strategies

Advisory Council shall be the successor to the duties of the Health Strategies Council. For

purposes of any existing contract with the federal government, or federal law referring to
such abolished agency, council, or board, the successor department, council, or board
established in this chapter or in Chapter 5A of this title shall be deemed to be the abolished
agency, council, or board and shall succeed to the abolished agency’s, council’s, or board"s

functions. The State Health Planning and Development Commission is abolished.”

SECTION 5.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 31-6-49, relating to transitional

provisions, as follows:
"31-6-49.

Y TCTITIG U UU Ul UU U U U AllCT UTY

1999 unti-otherwisedisposed-of: All matters transferred to the Health Planning Agency

by the previously existing provisions of this Code section and that are in effect on June 30,

1999, shall automatically be transferred to the Department of Community Health on July
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1, 1999. All matters of the Health Strategies Council that are pending on June 30, 2007,

shall automatically be transferred to the Health Strategies Advisory Council for disposition

in accordance with this chapter.”

SECTION 6.
Said title is further amended by revising subsections (c) and (d) of Code Section 31-7-402,
relating to content and form of notice to the Attorney General, fees, and retention of experts,
as follows:

© *

thCode-Section-31-+466: The Attorney General shall be authorized to retain financial,

economic, health planning, or other experts or consultants to assist in addressing each of
the criteria set forth in Code Section 31-7-406. W.ithin 30 days after notice from the

Attorney General, the cost and expense incurred in connection with the retention of such

experts or consultants shall be paid directly to each of such experts and consultants by the

parties to the proposed transaction in such proportionate amounts as the parties to the

proposed transaction may agree or otherwise as determined by the Attorney General;

provided, however, that the parties to the proposed transaction shall not be required to pay
any portion of such cost and expense that exceeds a total amount of $60,000.00.”

SECTION 7.
This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law

without such approval.

SECTION 8.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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