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House Resolution 16EX

By: Representatives Ehrhart of the 36th and Jacobs of the 80th  

A RESOLUTION

Commending the indefatigable efforts of the Metro Atlanta Chapter of the American Red1

Cross; and for other purposes.2

WHEREAS, for many years, Americans have turned to the American Red Cross for help in3

all kinds of catastrophes, whether natural disasters like hurricanes and floods, a need for4

lifesaving blood transfusions, or the attacks by terrorists on September 11, 2001; and5

WHEREAS, the indefatigable American Red Cross has responded each time, mobilizing6

trained disaster relief workers, volunteers, shelter, food, and supplies of all sorts; and7

WHEREAS, confronted with a  million people displaced by Hurricane Katrina, the American8

Red Cross has risen to the challenge, focusing efforts on the lifesaving mission of feeding9

and sheltering evacuees in many communities, including Atlanta; and10

WHEREAS, by September 4, the Red Cross had provided a safe haven to nearly 136,00011

evacuees in 470 Red Cross shelters in Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia,12

and Texas; and 13

WHEREAS, the Metro Atlanta Chapter is coordinating a massive relief effort to provide14

shelter, food, medical services, mental health services, and financial assistance for thousands15

of evacuees in Georgia; and 16

WHEREAS, the Metro Atlanta Chapter has opened shelters in metropolitan Atlanta at the17

Georgia  Tech Coliseum in Atlanta, Lost Mountain Park in Powder Springs, the Georgia FFA18

SCCA Center in Covington, and Central Baptist Church in Newnan, housing nearly 60019

evacuees by September 4; and20
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WHEREAS, the Metro Atlanta Chapter set up offices in Cobb, Gwinnett, DeKalb, Henry,1

Fulton, and Clayton counties to provide funds to evacuees for their short-term emergency2

needs; and   3

WHEREAS, the Red Cross launched the Georgia Disaster Campaign Cabinet, chaired by4

Georgia Power President Mike Garrett, with Governor Sonny Perdue as Honorary Chairman,5

working to raise funds to support the massive Red Cross disaster relief operation underway;6

and7

WHEREAS, to ease the terrible anxiety for missing family members and friends, the Red8

Cross inaugurated an online "Family Links Registry" and toll-free telephone number to9

reunite family members and friends and, within 24 hours, more than 20,000 people had10

registered at the website; and11

WHEREAS, responding compassionately and effectively to a disaster of this unprecedented12

magnitude is enormously difficult, and it is altogether fitting and proper that this body13

acknowledge and commend the leadership of the Metro Atlanta Chapter of the American Red14

Cross. 15

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that16

the members of this body commend the Metro Atlanta Chapter of the American Red Cross17

for its remarkable efforts on behalf of those persons forced to leave their homes by Hurricane18

Katrina.19

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized20

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the Metro Atlanta Chapter21

of the American Red Cross.22


