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Senate Resolution 30EX

By:  Senators Meyer von Bremen of the 12th, Starr of the 44th, Thompson of the 33rd and

Hooks of the 14th 

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing Senator Liane Levetan and honoring her service in the Senate; and for other1

purposes.2

WHEREAS, Liane Levetan has announced her retirement from the Senate in order to3

campaign for a seat in the 4th District congressional race ; and4

WHEREAS, she is currently serving as a member of the Georgia Senate for the 2003-20045

term; her responsibilities include serving on the following committees: Transportation,6

Education, Special Judiciary, State Institutions and Property, and Ethics; she also holds the7

distinction of being the only female member of the Ethics Committee; and8

WHEREAS, prior to her current position, Senator Levetan was the highest elected official9

of Georgia's second largest county, DeKalb; as the first woman elected as chief executive10

officer of DeKalb County, she was responsible for the operation of a government that served11

over 600,000 citizens and had a total annual budget of more than $800 million; she served12

as CEO for eight years from 1993-2000 for two terms; and13

WHEREAS, her administration in DeKalb was distinguished by innovative approaches to14

employee training and performance measures to improve the county's service orientation15

toward its residents and an emphasis on improving technology; and16

WHEREAS, her leadership was also instrumental in the landmark passage in March, 1997,17

of DeKalb County's innovative Homestead Option Sales Tax, which created a permanent18

source of revenue for infrastructure improvement and the reduction of property taxes; and19

WHEREAS, in 1975, Senator Levetan became the first woman elected to the DeKalb County20

Board of Commissioners, where she represented District 2 for ten years and spearheaded the21

drive for tax breaks for DeKalb property owners who added onto and enhanced existing22

residential and commercial property; a pioneer teacher of mentally retarded children, she also23
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initiated a successful bond referendum to fund the DeKalb County Mental Retardation1

Services Center; and2

WHEREAS, she is the past director of the National Civic League and currently serves on its3

National Council of Advisors; she is active in the National Association of Counties (NACo),4

where she played a leadership role on the Unfunded Mandate Task Force and served as vice5

president of NACo's Taxation and Finance Committee; and6

WHEREAS, Georgia Trend magazine has recognized her several times as one of Georgia's7

100 Most Influential People and in 1993 she was the recipient of the International Women's8

Forum's "Women That Make A Difference" Award; and9

WHEREAS, Senator Levetan and her husband, Phil, have two daughters, noted10

endocrinologist Dr. Claresa Levetan and Penny D. Reiff, and four grandchildren; and11

WHEREAS, it is abundantly fitting and proper that the outstanding accomplishments of this12

distinguished Georgian be appropriately recognized upon her leaving her position in the13

Senate.14

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body15

hereby recognize Senator Liane Levetan, honor her outstanding service in this body, and16

extend to her every best wish for the future.17

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed18

to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Senator Liane Levetan.19


