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Senate Resolution 24EX

By:  Senator Jackson of the 50th 

A RESOLUTION

Encouraging employers to establish wellness programs for their employees and commending1

employers who are implementing wellness programs; and for other purposes.2

WHEREAS, due to the rising cost of health benefits for employees, some employers have3

eliminated access to health coverage for their employees; and4

WHEREAS, in response to such crisis, the Division of Public Health of the Department of5

Human Resources is encouraging employers to help control health care costs by helping6

employees get healthier and has sponsored a free seminar to teach employers how to start a7

workplace wellness program, which the division believes will help lower insurance8

premiums, increase productivity, and decrease absenteeism; and9

WHEREAS, a Georgia company, Fieldale Farms based in Baldwin, implemented a10

workplace wellness program 11 years ago which is credited with the company's health care11

costs remaining steady for the past five years, while the costs of other companies have12

dramatically increased; and13

WHEREAS, Fieldale Farms has been named by the Centers for Disease Control and14

Prevention as one of the top businesses and a model worksite for promoting employee15

wellness and has been named a Dr. Everett C. Koop Award Winner for promising practices16

in worksites; and17

WHEREAS, Fieldale Farms' group health and wellness manager, Denise Ivester, indicates18

that the next step to improve the program is to identify and eliminate any cultural barriers19

that may be preventing their employees from participating in the wellness program.20

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that this body encourages21

employers to establish wellness programs for their employees and commends employers who22

are implementing wellness programs.23


