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Senate Resolution 23EX
By: Senator Jackson of the 50th

A RESOLUTION

Commending Joel Elliott as a winner of the 2004 Payne Award for Ethics in Journalism; and

for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Joel Elliott is a proud winner of the 2004 Payne Award for Ethics in Journalism

from the University of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication; and

WHEREAS, in 2003, Mr. Elliot, then a student at Toccoa Falls College and editor-in-chief
of the college”s newspaper, The Talon, discovered while writing a story on the history of the
presidents of the Bible college that the resume of the college’s president at that time cited

that the president had graduated from a program which he in fact had not completed; and

WHEREAS, the college’s president resigned shortly after Mr. Elliott"s story appeared in The

Toccoa Record and The Talon; and

WHEREAS, the Payne Award for Ethics in Journalism recognizes courage and ethical
decision making in news journalism and is named for Ancil Payne who was nationally

known for his leadership and commitment to ethical journalism; and

WHEREAS, the University of Oregon, in presenting Mr. Elliott the award, cited his courage
in resisting extreme pressure from the college”s administration, students, and other leaders

to suppress the news story about the college”s president; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Elliott has brought honor to himself, his family, and the journalism

profession; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Elliott is continuing his journalistic skills with integrity working for The

Toccoa Record.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body

congratulate Joel Elliott for his outstanding achievement and convey to him their best wishes

for success in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed

to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Joel Elliott.
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