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House Resolution 56EX
By: Representatives Floyd of the 132" and Williams of the 4"

A RESOLUTION

Celebrating the life of James Ralph Matthews, Sr. and expressing sorrow at his passing; and

for other purposes.

WHEREAS, James Ralph Matthews was born October 22, 1919, in Douglas County,

Georgia, the son of the late Sam and Jessie Harper Matthews; and

WHEREAS, he moved to LaGrange in 1944, where he was actively involved in the business

and civic affairs of the community; and

WHEREAS, from 1948, he owned and operated Troup Bonding Company, Matthews Real
Estate and Rentals, and Three Points Loan Company; and with his son, Jimmy, he was active

in the family business for over 50 years helping many local families; and

WHEREAS, he was a dedicated member of First Baptist Church on the Square and also a
member of many civic organizations, including the Optimist Club, the Loyal Order of the
Moose, EIK’s Lodge #1084, the Jaycees of LaGrange, the LaGrange Shrine Club, and EIm
City Masonic Lodge #344; and

WHEREAS, he was a member of the American Legion, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Troup County Cattlemen’s Association, and the Georgia Industrial Loan Association, of

which he was a founding member and past president; and

WHEREAS, he was the chairman of the Troup County Democratic Committee, served on

the State Democratic Committee, and was a member of the Governor’s Club; and

WHEREAS, he and his beloved wife, Katherine, entertained thousands with the performance

of their magic shows throughout the community; and
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WHEREAS, his dedication to business and his generosity of spirit were widely recognized

by all those who knew him.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body celebrate the life of James Ralph Matthews, Sr. and express to his

family their sincere sympathy upon the passing of this great citizen of the State of Georgia.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the family of James
Matthews, Sr.
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