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Senate Resolution 1205

By:  Senator Thomas of the 10th 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring Reverend William Smith; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, Reverend William Smith was born in Greene County, Georgia, the beloved son2

of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Smith; and3

WHEREAS, after serving in the United States armed forces, he attended the American4

Baptist Seminary in Nashville, Tennessee; and5

WHEREAS, after receiving his calling into the ministry, Reverend Smith was called to6

pastor the following churches:  Barrow Grove Baptist Church in Buckhead, Georgia, St. Paul7

Baptist Church in Woodville, Georgia, Tabernacle Baptist Church in Sparta, Georgia, and8

Flat Rock Baptist Church in Madison, Georgia; and9

WHEREAS, he was called to pastor Israel Missionary Baptist Church in Atlanta in 1963 and10

has worked steadily and faithfully for the past 40 years to build that church both physically11

and spiritually; and12

WHEREAS, due to his extraordinary leadership, the membership of Israel Baptist Church13

is now in excess of 5,000 and is one of the largest churches in the state with the capacity to14

house the General Missionary Baptist Convention State Sunday School and BTU Congress;15

and16

WHEREAS, his dynamic vision and abiding faith in God have led to more than 60 new17

ministries in the church; and18

WHEREAS, in addition to the many responsibilities to his church, Reverend Smith serves19

as moderator of the Madison Missionary Baptist Association and is treasurer of the General20

Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia, Inc; and21
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WHEREAS, his ministry extends nationally and internationally, including involvement in1

the Virgin Islands ministry and in Haiti.2

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body3

honor Reverend William Smith and express to him their immense gratitude and respect.4

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed5

to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Reverend William Smith.6


