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Senate Bill 340
By: Senator Thomas of the 10th

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
elections and primaries generally, so as to require that direct recording electronic voting
systems authorized for use in the state have a voter inspected, auditable paper trail and open
source software; to provide for the method of voting on such systems; to provide for the
retention of certain records; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for

other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.

Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to elections and
primaries generally, is amended by striking paragraphs (9) and (10) of Code Section
21-2-379.1, relating to requirements for use of electronic recording voting systems, and
inserting in lieu thereof new paragraphs (9), (10), (11), and (12) to read as follows:

"(9) It shall be so constructed that an elector may readily learn the method of operating it;

and

(10) It shall be safely transportable;

(11) It shall provide the voter with a printed summary on paper of the votes cast by the

voter in clear lanquage for the voter to verify his or her votes and shall permit the voter to

cancel his or her vote if the choices listed on the paper summary are not in accordance with

the votes cast on the device and to vote again; and

(12) The software source code for the vote recording and vote counting processes for the

system shall be filed with the Secretary of State and shall be open for public inspection and
review.”
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SECTION 2.
Said chapter is further amended by striking subsection (b) of Code Section 21-2-379.10,
relating to procedure for electors, and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (b) to read
as follows:
"(b) After the summary screen is displayed and the elector desires to make no further
changes to his or her votes, the elector shall be notified that he or she is about to cast the
ballot. The elector shall then press the appropriate button on the unit or location on the
screen to actually cast his or her ballot. After pressing the appropriate button on the unit
or location on the screen to cast the ballot, the elector’s vote shall be final and shall not be

subsequently altered except as provided in this subsection. Upon pressing the appropriate

button on the unit or location on the screen to cast the ballot, the unit shall print a paper

summary of the votes cast by the elector. The elector shall be permitted to review the

summary and, if the elector finds a discrepancy, the elector shall notify a poll officer who

shall, upon the request of the elector, void the vote cast by the elector and allow the elector

to vote again. The paper summary shall be sealed in an envelope and shall be kept with the

other records of the precinct. If the elector is satisfied that the votes displayed on the paper
summary are accurate, the elector shall deposit the paper summary in an appropriate

container in the enclosed space of the polling place.”

SECTION 3.
Said chapter is further amended by striking subsections (e) and (f) of Code Section
21-2-379.11, relating to procedure for tabulation of votes, and inserting in lieu thereof new
subsections (e) and (f) to read as follows:
"(e) The manager shall wrap the zero tape and the tabulating tape for each DRE unit
around the ballot storage medium for that unit and enclose all such items in an envelope
which shall be sealed and initialed by the manager so that it cannot be opened without
breaking the seal. One envelope shall be used for the documentation for each DRE unit
and all envelopes from the polling place shall be placed in an envelope container which

shall also be sealed so that it cannot be opened without breaking the seal. The paper vote

summaries shall also be placed in a sealed container and shall be transported to the

tabulating center with the other election materials.

() The manager and one poll worker shall then deliver the envelope container to the
tabulating center for the county or municipality or to such other place designated by the
superintendent and shall receive a receipt therefor. The copies of the recap forms, unused
ballots, records, and other materials shall be returned to the designated location and

retained as provided by law. The container with the paper vote summaries shall be kept
unopened in a secure location by the election superintendent and shall be transferred to the
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appropriate officer with the other election records in accordance with Code Section
21-2-500."

SECTION 4.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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