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Senate Bill 21

By:  Senators Meyer von Bremen of the 12th, Brown of the 26th, Butler of the 55th, Jackson

of the 50th and Smith of the 25th 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

To amend Code Section 17-7-95 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the1

plea of nolo contendere generally, so as to change certain uses of the plea of nolo contendere2

in certain offenses involving minor children; to provide for related matters; to provide for an3

effective date and applicability; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.4

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:5

SECTION 1.6

Code Section 17-7-95 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the plea of nolo7

contendere generally, is amended by striking the Code section in its entirety and inserting in8

lieu thereof the following:9

"17-7-95.10

(a)  The defendant in all criminal cases other than capital felonies and those offenses11

contained in subsection (b) of this Code section which are charged in any court of this state,12

whether the offense charged is a felony or a misdemeanor, may, with the consent and13

approval of the judge of the court, enter a plea of nolo contendere instead of a plea of guilty14

or not guilty.15

(b)  The defendant shall not be entitled to enter a plea of nolo contendere when he or she16

is prosecuted for the following offenses:17

(1)  Child molestation or aggravated child molestation, as defined in Code Section18

16-6-4;19

(2)  Enticing a child for indecent purposes, as defined in Code Section 16-6-5;20

(3)  Pimping a child under the age of 18 years, as defined in Code Sections 16-6-11 and21

16-6-13;22

(4)  Pandering a child under the age of 18 years, as defined in Code Sections 16-6-12 and23

16-6-13; or24

(5)  Sexual exploitation of children, as defined in Code Section 16-12-100.25
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(b)(c)  Should the judge allow a plea of nolo contendere to be entered, he or she shall1

thereupon be authorized to impose such sentence as may be authorized by law as to the2

offense charged.3

(c)(d)  Except as otherwise provided by law, a plea of nolo contendere shall not be used4

against the defendant in any other court or proceedings as an admission of guilt or5

otherwise or for any purpose; and the plea shall not be deemed a plea of guilty for the6

purpose of effecting any civil disqualification of the defendant to hold public office, to7

vote, to serve upon any jury, or any other civil disqualification imposed upon a person8

convicted of any offense under the laws of this state.  The plea shall be deemed and held9

to put the defendant in jeopardy within the meaning of Article I, Section I, Paragraph XVIII10

of the Constitution of this state after sentence has been imposed."11

SECTION 2.12

This Act shall be effective on July 1, 2003, and apply to crimes which occur on or after July13

1, 2003.14

SECTION 3.15

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.16


