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House Resolution 140EX2
By: Representatives Twiggs of the 8", Wix of the 33", Mosley of the 171, Pinholster of the
15", Morris of the 155" and others

A RESOLUTION

Urging the Georgia Department of Transportation to implement a pilot project for

roundabouts at intersections on public highways; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, roundabouts allow vehicle drivers entering highway intersections to circulate
to reach their intended exits without stopping, thereby eliminating any need for traffic lights

or stop signs; and

WHEREAS, modern roundabouts, which commonly include such design features as
yield-at-entry, deflection of vehicle path, entry flare, and splitter islands at all approaches,
not only can improve traffic flow by eliminating full stops for intersections but also can
reduce many of the safety hazards of traditional intersections by forcing a driver to reduce
speed during approach, entry, and movement through the intersection and by reducing the
potential frequency and severity of accidents compared to accidents which typically occur

during left turns and when traffic crosses an intersection in perpendicular directions; and

WHEREAS, modern roundabouts have been in use in Great Britain and the European
continent since the 1960s; and, according to published reports, many American highway
engineers have become advocates for modern roundabouts and have been constructing them

since the early 1990s in California, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Nevada, and Vermont; and

WHEREAS, the House Committee on Transportation conducted a hearing on June 21, 2001,
at which it received favorable testimony regarding the potential benefits of constructing
roundabouts at intersections on public highways in this state from the Honorable Dan Winn,
former chief judge of the Tallapoosa Judicial Circuit, and the Honorable Jimmy Benefield,
member of the State Road and Tollway Authority and former chairman of the House

Committee on Transportation, among others; and
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WHEREAS, the members of the committee were sufficiently impressed by and interested
in the potential benefits offered by construction of roundabouts so as to deem such measures

worthy of further practical study and cost-benefit analysis in this state.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body, pursuant to recommendation of the House Committee on
Transportation, urge the Georgia Department of Transportation to implement a pilot project
for construction of roundabouts at various new intersections constructed on public highways
in this state on or after the date this resolution is adopted and for conversion of existing

four-way-stop intersections on public highways to roundabouts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Transportation is urged to perform
a study of the costs and benefits, including without limitation effects on traffic safety and
traffic flow, of such construction as compared to traditional intersections, and to periodically
report to the House Committee on Transportation the progress and results of such pilot

project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the commissioner of

transportation.
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