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House Resolution 118EX2

By: Representatives Knox of the 28th and Reese of the 85th 

A RESOLUTION

Expressing concern over the continued low pool level in Lake Lanier; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, Lake Lanier has not been at full pool level since June, 1998, as the result of a2

severe multiyear drought that plagued North Georgia and the rest of our state through 2000;3

and4

WHEREAS, Lake Lanier is the most prominent source of drinking water in North Georgia,5

maintaining a vital role in providing water to millions of Georgians in that part of our state;6

and7

WHEREAS, Lake Lanier also supports an enormously important recreational economy,8

totaling around $2 billion of annual input into the economies of its region and our state and9

far exceeding any other economic input from Lake Lanier into Georgia´s economy, aside10

from water supply; and11

WHEREAS, according to information provided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the12

average inflow in Lake Lanier at the Buford monitoring station during the first eight  months13

of 2001 was 1,234 cubic feet per second; and14

WHEREAS, according to information provided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the15

average inflow in Lake Lanier at the Buford monitoring station during the first eight months16

of 2000 was only 1,139 cubic feet per second; and17

WHEREAS, this increased inflow into Lake Lanier has resulted from greater rainfall into18

Lake Lanier in 2001, as compared to 2000; and19

WHEREAS, even though Lake Lanier is currently somewhat higher in 2001 than at this time20

in 2000, Lake Lanier´s pool level was an average of five feet higher during the first eight21
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months of 2000 than during that same period this year, in spite of greater rainfall in 2001;1

and 2

WHEREAS, according to research performed by the vice president of the Lake Lanier3

Association, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers significantly increased water discharges in4

July of this year from an average of 675 cubic feet per second to an average of 1,115 cubic5

feet per second, resulting in an unexplained loss of one foot of higher pool level in Lake6

Lanier in only one month; and7

WHEREAS, according to research performed by the vice president of the Lake Lanier8

Association, it appears the water discharges that began in July of this year were greater than9

necessary to provide the minimum flow required downstream of Lake Lanier; and10

WHEREAS, numerous citizens and residents of the Lake Lanier area are expressing growing11

alarm at the fact that, in spite of increased rainfall, Lake Lanier´s pool level is not rising; and12

WHEREAS, this alarm has been expressed in a letter from the vice president of the Lake13

Lanier Association to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and14

WHEREAS, this alarm has also been expressed in a letter from the assistant county15

administrator of the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners to the Lake Lanier Project16

Management Office; and17

WHEREAS, it is the duty of this body to guard the welfare of a vital resource like Lake18

Lanier, due to its crucial importance both for drinking water and for economic support of19

millions of Georgians.20

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that21

the members of this body express their concern with the continued low pool level in Lake22

Lanier.23

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of this body join with the Lake Lanier24

Association and the Forsyth County Board of Commissioners in calling on the U.S. Army25

Corps of Engineers to explain why the grater rainfall experienced in 2001 has not led to pool26

levels in Lake Lanier higher than those currently found.27
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of this body call on the U.S. Army Corps1

of Engineers to give a detailed accounting all requests for discharges from the Buford Dam,2

the parties which made the requests for discharges, and the reasons given by those parties to3

request those discharges from Lake Lanier.4

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized5

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the public and the press.6


