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Senate Resolution 57EX2
By: Senator Blitch of the 7th

A RESOLUTION

Commending Berrien, Cook, Lanier, and Lowndes counties for their promotion of "Red

Ribbon Week™ in October, 2001; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Red Ribbon Week originated following the murder of Federal Agent Enrique
Camarena by drug traffickers in 1985 when a small community displayed red ribbons to
show its respect for his courage and to demonstrate its intolerance for drugs in schools,

workplaces, and communities; and

WHEREAS, each year since 1988, when the United States Congress proclaimed an eight-day
Red Ribbon Week to be observed each October, citizens of communities across America
have donned red ribbons and undertaken various community and school projects in an effort
to reduce the demand for illegal drugs, establish a network of people in each community to
support drug-free choices, and present a unified and visible commitment toward creating a

drug-free America; and

WHEREAS, our young people need to understand the destruction that the use of illegal drugs
causes, whether physical, emotional, social, psychological, economic, or financial, and
deserve the opportunity to "just say no" to illegal drugs, a message which is engendered by

the Red Ribbon Week campaign; and

WHEREAS, the students of Berrien, Cook, Lanier, and Lowndes county schools are
combining their efforts this year to promote the week of October 15, 2001, as "Red Ribbon

Week" in each of their counties; and

WHEREAS, various youth development groups of community churches have been
extraordinarily active in providing support to students in the effort to reduce the use of illegal

drugs and tobacco; and
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WHEREAS, the students of Berrien, Cook, Lanier, and Lowndes county schools will be
conducting numerous projects and events during Red Ribbon Week to honor the memory of
Enriqgue Camarena and to encourage all citizens to show awareness for creating a drug-free

America by wearing a red ribbon during the week of October 15, 2001.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body
ask all students not to use illegal drugs, alcohol, or tobacco and join the students of Berrien,

Cook, Lanier, and Lowndes county schools in observing “Red Ribbon Week."

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed
to transmit appropriate copies of this resolution to Patricia Denmark, Director, Project Camp,
Valdosta; Dave McCrackin, Executive Director of the Behavioral Health Services of South
Georgia; Sandy Williams, Community Education at the Behavioral Health Services of South
Georgia; to the school systems' superintendents: Gerald C. Griffin, Berrien County; William
R. Sampson, Cook County; Dr. Mark D. Peterson, Lanier County; and Dr. Thomas Hagler,
Lowndes County; and Pastors Earl Wayne Eady and Michelle Eady of Full Gospel Church
of God, Adel; Pastor Tyrone L. Lundy, Joyous Praise Ministry, Valdosta; Pastors Julia Berry
and Bruce Berry, Joyful Sounds Ministry, Valdosta; and Pastor Tom Walker, Cotherell
Chapel Church, Sparks, Georgia.
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