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House Resolution 97EX2

By: Representatives Holmes of the 53rd, Reed of the 52nd, Brooks of the 54th, Teague of the

58th, Dean of the 48th and others 

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing the Cascade United Methodist Church on the occasion of its seventy-fifth1

anniversary and honoring Reverend Walter L. Kimbrough; and for other purposes.2

WHEREAS, the Cascade United Methodist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, was founded in the3

fall of 1926 when a group of people met at the home of Mrs. G. F. Jones for the purpose of4

organizing a Methodist church in the Cascade community; and5

WHEREAS, the first services were held on October 3, 1926, in a Beecher Street building6

with 20 persons in attendance; and7

WHEREAS, by December 1, 1926, the new church ́ s membership had grown to 120 people8

and the first pastor, Reverend S.A.F. Wagner, led the congregation in erecting the first9

structure  at the corner of Cascade and Richland roads; and10

WHEREAS, in 1974, Reverend Walter L. Kimbrough, a dynamic young minister with11

proven expertise in transitional church ministry, was appointed to Cascade as its seventeenth12

pastor; and13

WHEREAS, having found a perfect match, Cascade began to grow again; and14

WHEREAS, during the 12 years of Reverend Kimbrough´s ministry and inspired leadership,15

Cascade accepted the challenge of creative growth; and16

WHEREAS, the membership grew from less than 100 to over 2,000, and the church´s17

ministries expanded in unequaled range; and18

WHEREAS, from 1986 to 1992, Cascade was led to even greater heights by the Reverend19

Joseph E. Lowery, including the addition of 1,000 new members and the ground breaking20

for a fabulous new church building known as the Cathedral; and21
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WHEREAS, Cascade is the first predominantly black United Methodist Church to build a1

structure of this size and magnitude since the merger of the Georgia  and North Georgia2

Conferences in 1971; and3

WHEREAS, under the leadership of Reverend Kimbrough, who was reassigned to Cascade4

in 1992, and with the enthusiastic and generous support of its faithful members, the5

commencement of worship and ministries in the Cathedral began with the Entrance Day6

Celebration on April 17, 1994, and continues to grow, receiving as many as 500 new7

members a year.8

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that9

the members of this body recognize the Cascade United Methodist Church on the happy10

occasion of its seventy-fifth anniversary celebration and extend to the members of the church11

and its esteemed pastor, the Reverend Walter L. Kimbrough, sincere commendations and12

appreciation for its inestimable contributions to the State of Georgia.13

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized14

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Reverend Walter L.15

Kimbrough.16


