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House Resolution 89EX2

By: Representatives Skipper of the 137th, James of the 140th, Walker of the 141st and Floyd

of the 138th 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring Edward James "Jim" Covington upon his retirement; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, Jim Covington, a native Georgian, was educated at the University of Georgia,2

and, in 1968, joined the United States Army 75th Rangers and served in the hostile and3

dangerous environment of Vietnam.  He served his country for two years in the enlisted ranks4

and performed his duties in such an exemplary manner that he was selected to attend5

Officers´ Candidate School and, upon graduation, was commissioned as a second lieutenant.6

He continued to serve his nation in a brave and courageous manner and was subsequently7

promoted to the rank of first lieutenant.  He performed his duties in a meritorious manner,8

always going above and beyond the call of duty and bringing great credit to the citizens of9

the State of Georgia in the service of the United States of America; and10

WHEREAS, continuing his career in public service, Jim Covington joined the Georgia11

Bureau of Investigation on May 16, 1975, and was initially assigned to the bureau´s regional12

office in Milledgeville.  Inspector Covington served in the Milledgeville region for five years13

and then transferred to the regional drug enforcement office in Savannah; and14

WHEREAS, Jim Covington was subsequently promoted and became the supervisor of the15

Atlanta Air Smuggling Unit.  In this capacity, his leadership skills became evident, and16

Inspector Covington spent the rest of his career with the G.B.I. in supervisory and17

management roles.  Inspector Covington possesses the ability to inspire those who serve in18

his command and does so in a highly positive and professional  manner; and19

WHEREAS, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation continued to utilize Jim Covington´s20

leadership skills to lead personnel and to conclude successfully high profile investigations21

so as to enhance continually the creditability and professional reputation of the bureau, and22

Inspector Covington is now deemed indispensable by his colleagues in the law enforcement23

profession; and24
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WHEREAS, in 1978, Jim Covington served as the supervisor of the "Columbus Strangler"1

task force, and, in 1981, he served as one of the supervisors of the Atlanta missing and2

murdered children investigation.  Later, Jim Covington supervised the Metro Fugitive Squad3

and the Atlanta Metropolitan Narcotics and Vice Task Force. During this time, Inspector4

Covington continued to bring great creditability and further enhance the stellar reputation of5

the bureau.  In 1983, Jim Covington became the special agent in charge of the Americus field6

office, a position that he held for the next 16 years.  During this time, he was appointed agent7

in charge of dignitary protection for the 1996 International Olympic Games.  The leadership8

demonstrated by Inspector Covington caused the Americus field office to be one of the most9

respected offices in the state, and the office received many awards, accolades, and10

compliments from agencies within and outside the State of Georgia.  In 1999, Jim Covington11

was promoted to the position of Inspector over middle and south Georgia for the bureau; and12

WHEREAS, Jim Covington worked in both narcotics and general investigations for over 2613

years.  His knowledge of police work has given him exceptional insight and has further14

enhanced the tremendous leadership skills he possesses by helping him review and redirect15

older, cold, and unfruitful investigations, thus concluding many successfully because of  his16

insight and expertise.  Service above and beyond the call of duty is a credo practiced by17

Inspector Covington throughout both is his military service and law enforcement career, and18

this practice has been a tremendous example to many others; and19

WHEREAS, the leadership skills of Inspector Covington are known and respected nationally.20

Inspector Covington is viewed by federal, state, county, and local law enforcement agencies21

as one of the most respected icons of ethical, professional, and productive law enforcement22

in Georgia history.  Jim Covington has received numerous awards for courage, bravery, and23

leadership, shunning credit and recognition for himself personally. Jim prefers to give credit24

to his co-workers, considering every member of the law enforcement profession as members25

of the G.B.I. team. Inspector Covington received the National Sheriffs´ Association Medal26

of Merit and the President´s  Award from  the Association of Professional Police27

Investigators, which featured Inspector Covington on the front cover of its national28

magazine; and29

WHEREAS, Inspector Covington has chosen to retire from state service on November 1,30

2001, and this has caused great sadness throughout the state, as his colleagues testify that31

Inspector Covington is one of the greatest legends in American law enforcement today.  The32

criminal justice profession will suffer a great loss at the time of Inspector Covington´s33

retirement.  However, the legacy and good work of Inspector Covington will live on and34
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thrive in the hearts and minds of Georgia peace officers for many generations as they serve1

the citizens of Georgia in the manner commensurate with the professionalism that Inspector2

Covington always demonstrated and taught; and3

WHEREAS, Inspector Covington will remain in Georgia after his retirement and continue4

to reside in Americus with his wife, the former Vickie Jones of Plains, Georgia.  Mrs. Vickie5

Covington is a highly decorated and respected probation officer and has been highly6

instrumental in the success of Inspector Covington throughout his distinguished career.7

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that8

the members of this body honor Edward James "Jim" Covington and wish him happiness in9

his retirement.10

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized11

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Edward James "Jim"12

Covington.13


