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House Resolution 83EX2
By: Representatives Snelling of the 99", Wilkinson of the 43" and Murphy of the 18"

A RESOLUTION

Honoring the U.S.S. Constitution, "OId Ironsides”; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, the U.S.S. Constitution, popularly known as "Old Ironsides,” was launched in
Boston Harbor in 1797 and, having remained a part of the United States Navy ever since, is

the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the world; and

WHEREAS, she is truly a national ship, having been constructed from more than 1,500 trees
felled from Maine to Georgia, armed with cannons cast in Rhode Island, and provided with

copper fastenings made by Paul Revere; and

WHEREAS, like the document for which she is named, the ship has proven to be a resilient
symbol of America’s strength, courage, and liberty, powerful enough to defeat any enemy
ship of same class and fast enough to outsail a stronger opponent; and, having honorably
defended all of the United States, including Georgia, she remains undefeated in 33 battles;

and

WHEREAS, she has served at various times in the West Indies, Mediterranean Sea, Atlantic
coastal waters (War of 1812), Pacific Ocean, and West African coast, and she

circumnavigated the globe in 1844 - 1846; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to an Act of Congress, P.L. 83-523, she has been restored to her
original condition, not for active service but to remain in Boston Harbor representing this
nation”s proud naval heritage and those who fought gallantly to preserve America’s freedom;
and

WHEREAS, Commander Randall A. Neal, United States Navy, assumed command of the

U.S.S. Constitution as her sixty-seventh commanding officer on August 11, 2001; and
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WHEREAS, it is only fitting and proper that the U.S.S. Constitution and all of her officers

and crews, past and present, be honored for their service to our nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body honor the U.S.S. Constitution, "Old Ironsides,” and all of her
officers and crews, past and present, for their outstanding devotion to duty and honorable

service in defending this country.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Commander Randall A.

Neal, United States Navy.
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