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Senate Resolution 36EX2

By: Senators Meyer von Bremen of the 12th and Hooks of the 14th 

A RESOLUTION

Commending Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, Judge Francis Flagg Putney donated $25,000.00 in 1911 to establish a hospital2

to be named for his mother, Phoebe Putney; and 3

WHEREAS, Judge Putney stipulated that the hospital would serve all persons in the4

community, without regard to race or the ability to pay for services; and5

WHEREAS, the hospital acquired two iron lung machines in the wake of the polio epidemic6

of the 1940s and 1950s, and polio patient Sarah Fuller Barham gave birth while in an iron7

lung machine in 1945; and8

WHEREAS, J.W. Shirley, M.D., became the first African American physician with9

privileges at the hospital in 1965; and10

WHEREAS, the first open heart surgery at the hospital was performed in 1983, and Phoebe11

Putney Memorial Hospital acquired the world's first mobile renal lithotripter in 1985; and 12

WHEREAS, the hospital launched the Love Seat program in 1989 to ensure that all babies13

born at the hospital had a safe ride home and to help parents comply with new child restraint14

laws; and 15

WHEREAS, in 1993, the Phoebe Family Practice Residency Program began a new approach16

to addressing physician shortages in the region, and, to date, 70 percent of graduating17

residents have established practices in southwest Georgia; and18

WHEREAS, in 1994, the hospital's high level of care earned designation as a regional19

perinatal center, providing life-saving critical care to infants throughout 22 surrounding20

counties; and21
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WHEREAS, Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital is the only hospital in the nation to win three1

Volunteer Hospitals of America Leadership Awards; and2

WHEREAS, in 2001, Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital convened a Southwest Georgia3

Summit on Cancer, bringing together the region's medical, academic, business, religious, and4

nonprofit community to wage war on the disproportionate cancer burden confronting5

residents of the region, with a comprehensive cancer control agenda that includes prevention,6

early detection, and excellence in treatment.7

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body8

commend Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital for 90 years of innovative, compassionate, and9

comprehensive care for residents of southwest Georgia and express sincere hopes for another10

90 years of exceptional public service.11

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed12

to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital.13


